


The original inhabitants of Willoughby 
The Cammeraygal people lived in the Willoughby area until the 1820s and are 

recorded as being in the northern parts of the Sydney region for 

approximately 5,800 years.  

Much of the  physical evidence of their 

occupation has been destroyed.  

However shelters, 

art, engravings, 

middens and various 

artefacts have been 

found in the area. 

The Wallumedegal people may have also had a close association with the Willoughby area. 

Our knowledge regarding the exact boundaries of Sydney ‘s indigenous population is limited.  

The European arrival brought armed conflict and a serious lack of cross-

cultural understanding. This heralded the decimation of Sydney’s 

indigenous population. The growing white population denied local clans 

access to their own Country and its resources. Introduced European 

diseases, the battle for Sydney and the practice of genocide reduced the 

Sydney population by 80–90%. 

In 2000 the Aboriginal Heritage Office was 

formed and, with Willoughby Council, works  to 

protect Aboriginal Heritage in this area. The AHO 

ensures preservation and protection of Aboriginal 

sites. It develops and implements community 

education to increase the collective knowledge of 

Aboriginal cultural heritage.  



Memories and Places 

Innisfalllen Castle 

“...it was super primitive, believe you me.  As one women 

said to me who came down from the bush: “My God, I 

must love you to come all the way out here!” because we 

only had a goat track out there then, there was no proper 

road.  Because they’d used a sulky. They originally came to 

The Spit and would go by boat.  That’s how they originally 

went.  So, it was very, very primitive.  It wasn’t any 

glamour, believe you me!” 



Memories and Places 

The Hermit of Castle Cove 

“There was an old man who lived in the cave over the hill there we used to call 

The Hermit. Well, the Hermit had a marvellous cave around the side of the hill 

where it was shorter you see. He walked that track every day to get his 

provisions. And my brothers, if they didn’t see him about they’d go over to see 

if he was all right. And instead of having a tank, in his place there was a rock; 

like a big rock there and he had some sort of a channel dug down the middle 

of that and it came into a basin at the bottom and it was quite deep and that 

was his water supply. So when the rain came he got fresh water. But he lived 

there for many years. If the boys didn’t see him about, they’d go over there 

and at last he was ill. My eldest brother went over and he rang an ambulance 

and took him to Sydney Hospital but he never came back.” 



Memories and Places 

The Grange, Chatswood 

“... Mum, when she was alive (she died of breast cancer), she 

was a very good pianist and we had a ballroom in that house 

*The Grange+ and she used to have the young people down 

there every Saturday night. We’d have up to 30 there. I will 

never forget Mum -  I was about 12 at the time. She would give 

the older people a quarter hour off to get with their girlfriends 

and then it was back in the room.”  



Willoughby Tales 

Bill had been ordered to stay 

aboard because he had special 

things to do. And he sent Uncle 

Albee over to tell me that Bill 

wouldn’t be home tonight. What I didn’t know was he was going 

around with the rest of his mates in Sydney Harbour looking for the 

submarines, ‘cause they knew they were there. But Sydney did not 

know they were there, only the Navy.  

The next night, when he got home, we were asleep and I heard this 

boom, boom—explosions.  

…..They used to have what they called a Full Colour Brushute outside 

Sydney just as training. It wasn’t that at all. Bill fell out of bed, grabbed 

his uniform and by then the police were at the front door, recalling him 

back to his ship. And of course, I said, “Full Colour Brushute love?” He 

said, “No, it’s depth charges.” It’s when they bombed the ferries. And 

so he was off. He said, “I’ll see you I don’t know when.” 

Mrs Wehrmann’s husband, Bill, was as a sailor who 

served on the HMAS Adelaide. He was with his wife 

in Chiltern Street, Willoughby at the time of the 

submarine attack on Sydney Harbour in WWII. 



Willoughby Tales 

Paddock Fullers Road 

“The big paddock at the bottom of Fullers Road, we used to 

call it Bogeyman’s Paradise because we were terrified of it at 

night.  If we were out we’d have run past it.   

I remember coming home from Guides one night during the 

war and it was a blackout, we used to walk home – be careful, 

don’t speak to anybody. My friend lived in Greville Street and 

we ran all the way down, started to run down Fullers Road and 

two men were under a lamppost which was shaded and they 

both stepped forward – we didn’t wait, we just flew on, got 

home safely.  When I got home my mother said ‘Where’s your 

father?’ 

Well, the two men under the lamppost were our fathers who 

had gone up to meet us!” 



Willoughby Tales 

C Mobbs: Everybody liked him 

*Mr Edi+. He was a very kind, quiet 

man and of course Mrs Edi was a 

lovely person.  We used to go 

there and she’d bake these lovely 

cakes and things for us.  I think it 

was very sad that he had to be 

interned because Blowie was in 

the ship that was sunk. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember 

much about Blowie – Winston? 

 

C Mobbs: No – he joined the Navy 

straightaway as soon as the war 

broke out and of course it was 

sunk and he went with it.  But 

that was a very, very sad time I 

think.  We were all very fond of 

the whole family. 

C Mobbs:   Yes, I remember the 

Edi family.  I kept in touch with 

the Edi family until eventually 

Midgie died.  Midgie and I 

played bridge together for years 

and we used to go and play 

tennis there.  They were a 

lovely family.  Tama was in the 

same class as my sister I think.  

There was Blowie, their brother 

– we used to call him Blowie 

because he had all these big 

freckles that looked like 

blowflies, so he was known as 

Blowie – he was in my class.  

And Dick, my aunt, and Midgie 

were the same group more or 

less, and of course she married 

one of the Robinson boys.  They 

had three children I think.  

Midgie and I became quite 

good friends and played a lot of 

bridge together. 

The Edi Family A Japanese family in during the war years 



The Market Gardens 

It is believed the  first  Chinese market gardeners 

in Willoughby first came to Australia looking for 

gold. 

Possibly the area of the Chinese 

garden recalled by Mr Chaffer. 

There was the Chinamen's gardens which ran from McClelland 

Street through to Warrane Road, along Warrane Road taking in 

Glover Street, and probably I think there was a row of houses along 

Bedford Street there and the Chinamen's gardens, the back yards 

and the back fence of those houses was the boundary line of the 

Chinamen's gardens, and it occupied the whole of that area. That 

was one of the biggest gardens in the area. 



Chinese Market Gardens 

I can vividly remember their cauliflowers and 

lettuces.  I have never seen anything like 

them – they were simply beautiful.  Those 

vegetables I suppose, being young, I noticed 

a lot because of their size and their beautiful 

colouring, they were so green and the 

cauliflowers so very white.  They were really 

beautiful.  And their potatoes – everything 

that you wanted really, you could buy there.   

“The men were always smilingly pleased to see 

us small children, pressing gifts of crystallised 

fruit into our hands. Sometimes, one of the 

wits would threaten to chop us up for stew, 

flourishing those enormous cleavers and 

poking faces and dancing threateningly. After 

the adults had a good laugh, we would stop 

bawling and be appeased by another handful 

of sweet things.” 

The gardens stretched from one main road right through to the other – from Pens-

hurst Street to High Street. There were two huts, one at each end. Charlie lived alone 

in the top hut and about three Chinese lived in the other. They worked hard every day 

from sun-up to sun-down. Sometimes the three would visit Charlie and they would all 

sit outside his hut, smoking their pipes. 



The Market Gardens 

Ian Rannard on his father’s market garden: 

…we would cringe at the thought of our fathers being gardeners.  

The Chinese descendants or the descendants from the Chinese 

gardeners, who lived nearby, also had that problem.  They seem to 

have hidden their history from their descendants because of the 

anti-Chinese feeling in the early part of the 20th Century.   

But allied with the Chinese for them, the European gardener’s 

families felt the stigma of being poor.  As it were….I would say, it’s 

only had low status, and I can never not remember being 

embarrassed about my father’s occupation.  Even though they 

owned — all the gardeners actually owned quite large bits of land 

by today’s standards. Acre and a quarter and so on was the 

typical garden size, which today is worth a lot of money. 
   



Willoughby Characters 

Charlie, Chewey & Chen 

Description of Charlie:  

“...the loose baggy 

trousers and jacket of 

nondescript colour and a 

strange looking conical 

hat tied under his chin. 

When he watered the 

vegetables with two buckets on each 

end of a bending pole, the thin 

shoulders were hunched and he ran 

with curious jerky movement, yellow 

stick legs bowed…. 

And then Charlie died. His hut was 

closed and looked forlorn and sad for a 

whole year until Charlie’s spirit had 

gone. His body was sent home to 

China.” 

This wide brimmed conical-
shaped hat, made from cane 
and other vegetable matter 
most likely arrived in Australia 
during the Chinese immigration 
of the Gold Rush Era. Hats of 
this particular style have been 
attributed to the Canton 
district of Guangdong China 
and reportedly worn by 
Chinese labour migrants 
moving and working around 
South-east Asia and further 
abroad.  
 



Willoughby Characters 

Charlie, Chewey & Chen 
“Willoughby was a Chinese garden area. “Chewey’s” garden stretched to behind 

the houses facing Laurel Street down to Penshurst Street. He was supposed to 

be mean, but we lived well on the vegetables handed over the fence. Dad and 

his boss were friends with all the Chinese in the district, helping the with official 

forms and writing their letters. Sometimes they even went to Court to explain to 

a magistrate that a cleaver-wielding Chinese didn’t really mean to chop up bad 

boys for stealing his melons!” 

“Chen Ah Teak is the most notable Chinese market gardener in 

the area.  In 1882 he purchased  James W Bligh’s entire land 

grant in Middle Cove. He erected a weatherboard house and 

employed a team of Chinese men to work the garden.”   



Willoughby Characters 
“Of course, on the corner of Mowbray Road was the Great Northern Hotel where 

the coal truck drivers from Newcastle slaked their thirst after their long drive. As 

well, many of the local characters did too – Barney, the Irishman, “Toey” – who 

was missing a few toes, and Old Harry, who usually fell into his cart and left his 

horse to find the way home – a practice which eventually got him killed!” 

Workman and horse taking a break, Northbridge Golf Course, 
ca.1934.  

“The last horse and cart to be seen in 

Chatswood I believe, was driven by 

two old men employed by the Council 

to sweep the gutters. Their horse was a 

favourite with some housewives who 

fed him apples. If he saw one 

particular lady anywhere he’d walk 

onto the footpath and follow her 

expecting a pat and an apple!” 

and the horse of course... 



Immigration 

On moving from Taipei to 

Sydney when five years old: 

He *dad+ always tells the story 

that when I first moved they 

asked what I liked about 

Sydney or Australia and my 

answer was “there’s lots of 

trees”. That was a five year old 

girl, you know. There’s grass, 

there’s trees. Not something 

you see a lot of in Taipei 

especially. You see more of it 

now. Back then it was a real 

city-city kind of place. And I 

loved the apples here. Apples 

and trees. 

Reason for coming to 

Australia: 

…at that time Taiwan has 

many kidnapped kids. They 

*the children+ are doing 

nothing wrong. They *the 

kidnappers+ just picked up 

someone from the school or 

from the street and I was so 

worried. I wanted to give my 

children a better place to 

grow up. 

Three major reasons Chinese people immigrate to Chatswood: 

1.  Security 

2.  Business. You can do business. You don’t have to worry about the 

customer bases because the people are here and they all come here. 

3. Thirdly and most importantly is the cultural harmony and cultural 

diversity. 



Immigration 

Now, I’m very glad that our community has grown up much bigger.  

We’ve got a lot of Armenian private businesses and they are 

flourishing day after day and we read and we hear a lot of 

improvements in their lifetime.  So, this is all a credit for our nation 

that they can help to build up this nation.  Because we are here to 

help, we are not here to come to make money and leave this country 

and go. They are all settled, and this is what we feel, happy that what 

we planned, we have achieved it. 

I have Irish & Scottish 

blood… Finally my 

grandmother who 

married the Chinese 

side was married at 

Newcastle & lived in 

Singleton c 1910. 

I come from a beautiful place in 

Croatia, on the Adriatic coast, 

the island of Korčula. Which is a 

beautiful island, but there was 

not much to do. That’s why even 

before the end of World War 

Two, a lot of people started 

immigrating to Argentina, or 

South America. After the Second 

World War they started coming 

to Australia when the 

communist government let them 

do it. 



Establishing Cultural Identity in Willoughby 

I believe that a person’s cultural identity will 

change, to some degree, either consciously or 

unconsciously, as they adapt to living in a new 

environment. My children underwent several 

changes as they grew older in Hong Kong 

attending a local school as well as a Japanese 

school, and then in Australia where they 

completed their studies. 

Maintaining the Chinese culture and promoting it to the 

next generation and community to be recognised and 

understood by the next generation. This to me is the 

original  aim.  Inheritance to be passed on to the next 

generation,  not just money - culture! 



Establishing Cultural Identity in Willoughby 

“Because we are Armenians, we have got our own language, we 

have our own hereditary cultural things that we would like to 

pass to our children.  But to pass that to our children, it’s 

important that they know the language.  So they know what our 

history is.  Now, that’s why we wanted to have our schools here 

founded in the first place.  What we did.  The first thing I did 

here, after my arrival in the Church Council, I wanted to have a 

Saturday School for our children.”  

On differences between Taiwan and Australia on 

first arrival 

“We were shocked because the shops were not open on 

the weekend. There was nowhere to go! And also in 

shopping, people were buying a big bag of potato. We 

only buy one or two in Taiwan. And also the meat they all 

buy in kilos. That’s a shock. We didn’t cook much at home 

really. We always dined out, eat out. It’s very convenient.” 



Multicultural Willoughby 

Chinese New Year 
The City of Willoughby has been celebrating the Chinese New Year Festival 

since 1997. 

15.1% of people in the Municipality of 

Willoughby spoke English and one or 

more other languages at home. 

26.3% of the population 

were born overseas. 

1.6% of people spoke no English. 

1976 Census 

Of this, the three highest were the UK and 

Eire (Ireland), Asia and Italy. 

Of this, the five highest languages 

were Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, 

Japanese and Armenian. 

2016 Census 

In Willoughby City, 40% of people spoke 

a language other than English at home.  

In 2016, 37% of people in 

Willoughby City came from 

countries where English was not 

their first language. 



Multicultural Willoughby 
A sample of cultural centres and activities in Willoughby 

Chinese Cultural Centre 

Established in 1996 

“The major objective is that we 

want to promote and discuss 

Chinese literature, Chinese music, 

to organise Chinese folksong and 

dance performance and also to 

organise Chinese visual arts and 

painting. And an exhibition of 

Chinese paintings and artefacts.” 

“There are a lot more Australians 

coming to the *Chinese Cultural+ 

Centre to appreciate, and a lot of 

Australians have joined the 

classes of, Chinese paintings.”  

Northern Suburbs Scottish Association 

Established in 1927 



Multicultural Willoughby 

A sample of cultural centres and activities in Willoughby 

MOSAIC: Japanese art of furoshiki wrapping “I am also occasionally 

involved in 

demonstrations, 

illustrating the Japanese 

art of furoshiki wrapping 

which is designed to not 

only promote a beautiful 

art form but also to 

encourage people to 

consider the alternatives 

to using plastic or paper. ” 

 Established in 1968 to meet the 

urgent and growing need to promote 

mutual understanding between the 

people of Japan and Australia. 

 Non political, non racial, non profit 

organisation. 

 Encouraged social, cultural and other 

interest between the Australian and 

Japanese people. 

Australia-Japan Society 



MOSAIC 

MOSAIC was first established in November 1993 in 

response to the needs of Willoughby’s growing 

immigrant community.  

It has become an integral part of Council’s community services in 

addressing the needs of the Willoughby multicultural community, in 

particular people from a non-English speaking background.  

“All my contacts through MOSAIC shared similar experiences 

concerning their adjustment to life in Australia. In particular, the 

difficulty in quickly learning English. Along with many of my friends, I 

have always endeavoured to assist new arrivals either with 

translations of letters, medical consultations and various other issues 

related to schooling.” 



Wattle Day 

Native Americans at Northbridge Public 

School, Wattle Day, 1928  

Native Americans were invited to attend a wattle planting 

ceremony at Northbridge Public School on Wattle Day, 1 

August 1928. 

This image is part of the A G Mitchell collection in the 

Willoughby City Library Services Local Studies archive. 

A.G. Mitchell was headmaster of Northbridge Public School 

when it opened in 1923. He was an enthusiastic photographer 

of the Northbridge area.  



Trade and Tradition 

 Hairdresser for 50 years.  

 Learned the trade when he was 13. 

 Immigrated from Yugoslavia to Australian in 1962. 

 First business owned in Australia was as co-owner of Jim & Jozo Barbers in 

Chatswood, December 1963. 

 Moved shop six times as Willoughby developed. 

Jozo Milostic 

From the first shop we moved to Chatswood Arcade close to Willoughby 

Library and stayed there for 16 years.  But that arcade, because of 

development of Chatswood, is non-existent these days.  Unfortunately my 

business partner got a stroke in the shop 3 years after we moved to 

Chatswood Arcade.  He was in a coma for 3-4 days then they took him off the 

machine.  But I still kept the same name in that shop because I didn’t change 

anything since he died.  But I had to move again, from there too, and I went 

down to Archer Street, 

next to McDonalds.  It 

was a very small shop, 

very expensive, but it 

always worked out 

well because I always 

keep the good workers 

with me.  



Trade and Tradition 
Butcher shop in Naremburn: 
“…it was *a successful business+ until 

the Depression started to bite and my 

parents being very kind hearted 

people, they used to let the 

customers run up bills and then of 

course they couldn’t pay so then my 

father couldn’t pay his bills and so we 

had to go bankrupt finally and we had 

to give up everything.  We lost 

everything we had, the car, so that 

was dramatic.  My mother was ill at 

that time, she had cancer.  So it must 

have been terrible for her as well.”  



Trade and Tradition 

A Taiwanese bride and Cantonese groom 

“Back in the day, a lot of girls, after they get 

married, they don’t go back to their own 

family ever.”  

“For example the groom would go to the bride’s house to pick 

her up to do a tea ceremony for her parents and then go to the 

groom’s side of the family for another tea ceremony for his 

parents. So that was like bringing the bride over to the groom’s 

family. But leaving the girl’s side you’re supposed to throw a 

little hand fan out the window as you’re leaving or the dad is 

supposed to pour a bucket of water down the driveway. It’s 

kind of like water going out and not coming back. Back in the 

day, a lot of girls, after they get married, they don’t go back to 

their own family ever. It’s like they belong to the groom’s family 

now. It’s like water that gets poured out and you can’t get it 

back. That’s sort of the meaning. And the Cantonese people 

don’t do that. We had to do a mix of traditions.” 



Trade and Tradition 

One baker used to visit the Chatswood Pub after 

his rounds. His horse would stand patiently in the 

shafts of the cart. Should the driver linger too 

long however, the horse would whinny softly, 

then louder and louder until his master came to 

drive home. 



Global Friendship Cities 
Willoughby City Council has five friendly city relationships based on 

community development and cultural exchange.  

Bingara, NSW 

Suginami, Japan 

Gangdong-gu,  
South Korea 

Guardia, Italy 

Nork Nork,  
Armenia 



Global Friendship Cities 

In 2008 a small delegation from 

Guardia, Sanframondi, Italy arrived 

in Willoughby as part of the 10 

year anniversary of the arrival of 

the statue of Our Lady of the 

Assumption at St Leonard’s 

Church, Naremburn. The statue 

was dedicated to the Italian 

community , many of whose 

members immigrated from 

Guardia between 1950 and 1970.  



Global Friendship Cities 

Suginami, Japan 

Willoughby’s first and longest running friendly city relationship is 

with Suginami, Tokyo, Japan. This relationship began in May 

1990.  

The aim of the agreement was to promote cultural, community, 

educational, sporting and economic exchange and to further 

peace and understanding. The relationship also reflects the large 

proportion of Willoughby residents from a Japanese speaking 

background.  

 

The most successful part 

of the friendly cities 

relationships has been 

the student exchange 

program.  
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