
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Willoughby Park Centre original Nichols plans, 1940  



 



 



 

Innisfallen Castle, Castle Cove, side view, 1930s  

Innisfallen Castle – council and 
community fight together 
  
Built in 1903 by Henry Willis, MP in 
the first Commonwealth parliament, 
on   21 hectares of land in what is 
now Castle Cove. 

Sandstone for the castle was 
quarried from behind the house, the 
interior made from cedar.  It wasn't 
until 1967 that town water and 
electricity was connected. 

In 1973, his son, Dr Henry Hastings 
Willis, former Mayor and councillor 
of Willoughby in 1930s to 50s, left 
the castle to five relatives, by then 
the castle was on 8000 square 
metres and classified by the National 
Trust. 



 

1986 development application lodged to 
divide the castle into two units and for 
twelve townhouses to be built on the 
grounds. 

ACTION - Local residents and Willoughby 
Council together strongly opposed this 
redevelopment with the Heritage Council 
receiving 86 objections.  Two appeals to 
the Commission of Inquiry were held 
in 1987 and 1988, both being rejected 
with Commissioner Dr Alan Gilpin finding  
" ... development in the grounds would 
affect the significance of Innisfallen as an 
item of environmental heritage"*.     

Innisfallen was sold in 1989 for $5.2m as a 
private dwelling. 

Source:  Leslie, Esther, The development of Castle Cove and 
Middle Cove, 1988  

and #James Hanson (resident) 

Innisfallen, 14 Cherry Place, Castle Cove, 2002  



 



 



 

Chatswood Chase, 1982 



 



 



 

Northbridge Progress Association members, 1919 



 



 



 

Northbridge 
Suspension 
Bridge,      
c. 1890 



 

Northbridge Suspension Bridge, early 1930s 



 



 

The “Expressway” 
through Castlecrag 
  
In 1952, The NSW 
Government adopted a 
plan to route a habour 
crossing to Seaforth 
through Castlecrag 
after a Northbridge 
route was opposed.   
The DMR bought up 
land for the corridor 
until 1974 when 
Castlecrag Progress 
Association took up 
the fight to preserve 
their suburb.  The 
plans were finally 
abandoned and the 
corridor was protected 
in 1983. 
  
Photos and items from Castlecrag 

Progress Association  
and Willoughby City Library 

archives. 



 

Photos and items from Castlecrag Progress Association and Willoughby City Library archives. 
 



 

The road that divided a region and 

its people 

North Shore Times, 14 May 2010 



 

Photos and items from Castlecrag Progress Association and Willoughby City Library archives. 
 



 

Sydney Morning Herald, 22 March 1976 
Photos and items from Castlecrag Progress Association and Willoughby City Library archives. 
 



 

SOS – Save our School 
  
SOS*CRAG was set up after the closure of Castlecrag Infants School was 
announce in 1988.  The community fought for six years with rallies at 
Parliament House, pickets, submissions opposing the rezoning plans, a 
Supreme Court challenge, ending with the sale of the site to a private 
school in 1993. 
  

Items with thanks from the Castlecrag Progress Association 



 

Photos and items with thanks from the Castlecrag Progress Association 



 

Items with thanks from the Castlecrag Progress Association 



 

North Shore Times, 27 April, 1994 
 



 



 



 

Chatswood Station, 2014  



 



 



 



 

Walter Burley Griffin Incinerator, c1934 



 

Warringah Expressway and Naremburn shops, 1980 

Construction of Lane Cove Tunnel on Gore Hill Freeway. 2004 



 

Channel 9 Protest, 2013 



 



 

Artarmon Industrial Site, 1991 

Artarmon Railway Station, 2015 
Artarmon Railway Station, 2017 



 

Artarmon Industrial Area Objection 
North Shore Times 3 June, 1948 



 



 

Artarmon Bowling Club, 1956 

Artarmon Bike Track opening by Mayor Reilly, 2002 



 



 



 

Warringah Expressway, 1970s 



 

Protecting the Natural Environment 
Willoughby has over 330 hectares of bushland.  It wasn’t until the 

1970s that a real effort was made to protect and regenerate this 

valuable resource, a number of community groups were 

instrumental. 

Castlecrag Conservation Society  
Established in 1978 “to preserve the biodiversity of the natural 
heritage of Castlecrag by means of conservation and proper 
management of the natural bushland, wetlands and aquatic 
ecosystems for their intrinsic value to present and future 
generations.”  It also protects the Griffin Conservation Area as a 
whole. Source: castlecragconservationsociety.org 

WEPA – Willoughby Environmental Protection 

Association 
Established in 1981 “We are a small community based group with an interest 

in environmental protection. Whilst our primary interest is the City of 

Willoughby on the North Shore of Sydney, our members are also involved 

with environmental matters at state and National levels. WEPA organises 

speaker meetings on a range of topics, lobbies Local, State and Federal 

Politicians, comments on plans and proposals before Local Government, has 

representatives on Local Government committees, supports community 

events and runs a major bush regeneration project along Sugarloaf Creek 

near Middle Harbour.”  Source: wepa.org.au 
From 1995 Flat Rock Landcare Group and WEPA worked with 
council to protect, rehabilitate and revegetate a 10 hectare site 
bushland and create a walking track to connect Tunks Park and 
Bicentennial Reserve and a walking/bike track to Artarmon 
Reserve and suburb. 

Bushcare 
Bushcare is a community-based volunteer program that helps regenerate and 



 

Items with thanks from the Willoughby 
Environmental Progress Association 



 

Photos with thanks from the Willoughby 
Environmental Progress Association 

WEPA native plant stall, n.d. 

WEPA Sugarloaf Bushland Program, 1985-2012 



 

Items with thanks from the Willoughby 
Environmental Progress Association 



 

Bush Program volunteers removing weeds in bush in Willoughby, 2000s 



 



 

“Laurelbank”, 2005 



 

National Trust Heritage Award for Visionaries in Suburbia 
  
The Walter Burley Griffin Society’s book Visionaries in Suburbia: Griffin 
Houses in the Sydney Landscape was awarded the winner of the National 
Trust Heritage Awards 2016 in the Heritage Publications category. 



 



 



 



 

Channel 9 
Protest, 
2013 



 

Channel 9 Protest, 2013 



 



 

Northside Broadcasting becomes a Co-operative, 1983 
An example of a Share Certificate that could be purchased by supportive members from 
the community.  



 



 

Funding issues for FM99.3, 1999, 2001 and 2014 
As with all community groups there are concerns regarding the funds to 
keep the services going and the need for volunteers to work within the 
group for the community. As in the case with Northside Radio 99.3 
funding had been secure to expand the number of studios. 

The Sydney Weekly, 23 November 1999 



 

2NSB FM radio station with Betty North at the controls, 1991 
Betty was a founding member of the Board which established the North Shore’s community 
broadcasting 2NSB-FM in Chatswood. She hosted several programs including a weekly 
Hospital Hour and a morning interview and talk show Kaleidoscope. At the age of 90 Betty 
retired from community radio in 2004 – one of many volunteers.  

North Shore Times, 8 January 2010, p9 

North 
Shore 
Times, 21 
November 
2014, p16 



 

The Changing face of Program Content, 1983, 1999 and 2017 
1983: Jobs available to today; Hospital half hour; Community kaleidoscope 
1999: Arts in Review; Business program; Willoughby Walkabout 
2014: The Brekkky Club; Ray’s Rumpus Room; Well Grounded 
  
However the emphasis on local news does not change and with the 
advantage of a webpage more local information and photographs can be 
made available. 



 



 



 



 



 

North Shore Times 31 August 2001 

Willoughby Spring 
Festival 

Procession, 1997 



 



 

Opening of the Mosaic Centre, 10 November 1993 
Seated left to right below: 

Unidentified 
John Bilby, General Manager of Willoughby City 

John Squires, Mayor of Willoughby City 

Joe Cianter, Councillor for Naremburn Ward 

Unidentified 



 

Early Examples of MOSAIC brochures 
  
Over the years the range of services has increased and with 
brochures now available in 14 different languages. 
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