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THE PROJECT

In 1983, under Section 530A o f the Local Government Act o f 1919, as amended, 
the Willoughby Municipal Council established a Willoughby Bicentennial 
Community Committee to manage, on a voluntary basis. Council’s involvement in 
Australia’s Bicentenary celebrations in 1988. It comprised members o f the 
community and representatives o f Council. The Committee set up several 
subcommittees within its infrastructure, including a ‘Community History Projects 
Subcommittee’ which unanimously decided to compile historical booklets on each 
o f the nine suburbs in the present-day Municipality o f Willoughby; locality 
boundaries to be local government boundaries irrespective o f postcodes. An 
exception was made for the booklet on Chatswood West in favour o f the 
boundaries o f the West Ward.

Work on the project commenced in 1984 and was undertaken by five members 
working independently on separate booklets — Nancy Booker, Vince Egan, Esther 
Leslie, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch. Each member had power to coopt 
assistance. Regular meetings o f the Subcommittee were held at which adminis
trative and financial matters, in the main, were dealt with. It is hoped that each 
booklet will be seen as a contribution to any comprehensive and authoritative 
history o f the Municipality that may be written in the future and not in itself as a 
complete history o f the suburb/ward; the latter scope was never the intention o f 
the Subcommittee and neither time nor resources would have allowed such detailed 
and in-depth research.

The project was endorsed by Willoughby Council and by the New South Wales 
Bicentennial Council; publication costs have been shared by the Australian 
Bicentennial Authority and Willoughby Council under the Authority’s ‘Local 
Government Initiative Grants Program’ . Eight booklets have been published. They 
are: Artarmon, Castle Cove/Middle Cove, Castlecrag, Chatswood East, Chatswood 
West Ward, Naremburn, Northbridge and Willoughby. Each compiler takes 
responsibility for the accuracy o f facts, within the limits o f the available research 
resources and for any viewpoints which may have been expressed. Any additional 
or variant information would be welcomed and should be forwarded to the 
compiler c /o  Willoughby Municipal Council.

Esther Leslie
Convener, Community History Projects Subcommittee
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PREFACE

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 
eight Community Histories o f  Willoughby 
and to commend all those responsible 
for the necessary research, comprehensive 
preparation and their publication.
Many people are interested and fascinated 
by our social history and I  am certain the 
local history contained within these 
booklets will add to this interest. It will 
certainly extend our knowledge o f  our 
immediate surroundings and bring better 
understanding to the origins and meanings o f  the streets and their 
names, so that they will become significant, as will the names o f  our 
parks and other landmarks.
The booklets also contain information about our local residents and 
provide a fund o f  information for those wishing to learn more about 
those who have had an influence on our Municipality.
The Bicentennial Project therefore is a fine way o f  celebrating this 
important event, particularly in Willoughby, which was first established 
as a Municipality in 1865, and which has a wealth o f  history to 
celebrate.
The Project itself is a heavy and intensive undertaking for a local group 
and I  publicly acknowledge the major role played by Esther Leslie as 
Convener o f  the Project and thank both her and her co-authors Nancy 
Booker, Vince Egan, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch for their efforts.
I  hope you  enjoy, as I  have, the histories and the opportunities they 
present to learn more about our past.

Willoughby Municipal Council, 
Civic Centre, Chatswood.
July 1988

Noel A . Reidy
M AYO R
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WILLOUGHBY

Origin o f the name o f the Parish, Suburb and 
Municipality o f Willoughby

By the 1820s, much attention was focused on the problem o f how 
to improve the overall administration o f the vast colony o f New South 
Wales, with particular reference to land. To facilitate identification 
and development o f areas, the Secretary o f State in England instructed 
the Governor o f New South Wales to divide the Colony into Counties, 
Hundreds and Parishes.

The Surveyor-General o f New South Wales completed his survey and 
map o f nineteen counties in 1834.

In 1835 the Governor, Sir Richard Bourke, issued a Proclamation in 
Government Gazette No. 169 “ erecting the County o f Cumberland and 
dividing same into Hundreds and Parishes” . It covered an area o f over 
1,600 square miles and each Hundred was approximately 100 square 
miles. One o f these Hundreds was the Hundred o f Packenham which 
was later divided into five Parishes, each roughly 25 square miles — 
Broken Bay, Narrabeen, Manly Cove, Gordon and Willoughby.

It is generally accepted that the Parishes o f Willoughby and Gordon, 
in the Hundred o f Packenham, in the County o f Cumberland, were 
named by the then Surveyor-General, Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell, 
after his friend and superior Army officer in the Peninsular War, 
Sir James Willoughby Gordon. Many o f the places named by Mitchell 
relate to the Peninsular War.

Later, the suburb o f Willoughby and the Municipality o f Willoughby 
(both o f which were originally called North Willoughby) were named 
after the Parish o f Willoughby.

No map compiled before Mitchell’s period as Surveyor-General 
(1828-1855) shows the names Willoughby and Gordon but the 

Geographical Dictionary and Gazetteer of the Australian Colonies by W. H. 
Wells describes both Willoughby and Gordon as Parishes in the Hundred 
o f Packenham in the County o f Cumberland.

(Acknowledgment is made to the late Mr W. C. Foster, M.A., F.R.A.H.S.,
whose research findings were made available by courtesy o f the Geographical
Names Board o f N.S.W.)



SIR JAMES WILLOUGHBY GORDON (1773-1851)

Sir James Willoughby Gordon was bom in England in 1773, the son 
o f  Captain Francis Grant, R.N., who had taken the surname Gordon in 
1768 (pursuant to the will o f his maternal uncle, James Gordon, of 
Moor Place, Hertfordshire) and become Captain Francis Grant Gordon. 
Captain Grant Gordon married Mary, daughter o f Sir Willoughby 
Aston, Bart, o f Aston, Shropshire, after whom their son James was 
named.

James joined the army as a ten year old ensign and progressed 
through commissioned ranks to General (1841). He was created a 
Baronet in 1818 and Knight Grand Cross o f the Bath (G.C.B.) in 1831. 
In 1805 he married Julia Lavinia Bennet, an heiress o f Beckenham, 
Kent.

During his career he held many important positions, mainly staff, 
and served in the West Indies, Gibraltar, Jamaica, North America and 
the Peninsular War under Wellington. He was Quartermaster-General o f 
the Forces, at the Horse Guards, from August 1811 until his death in 
his villa in the grounds o f Chelsea Hospital on 4 January 1851.

According to one historian. Sir James Willoughby Gordon was “ an 
office-soldier, a capable and indefatigable organiser” , although 
somewhat lacking in field-service. He has also been described as 
humourless, interfering, overbearing, pretentious and indiscreet.

At one stage in the Peninsular War he was the superior officer of 
Captain Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Livingston Mitchell, military 
surveyor, and wrote one o f the letters o f introduction which Mitchell 
presented to Governor Darling on his arrival in Sydney. Evidence also 
exists that Sir James and Sir Thomas became friends and corresponded 
regularly.

SIR THOMAS LIVINGSTON MITCHELL (1792-1855)

Major Thomas Livingston Mitchell arrived in New South Wales in 
1827 to take up the position o f Deputy Surveyor-General to John 
Oxley. He was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1838.

Sir Thomas Livinston Mitchell, the Surveyor-General o f  New South Wales 
from 1828 to his death in 1855, was a major figure in the development o f  
the Australian colonies in the nineteenth century. His influence was remark
able in both its breadth and the length o f  its tenure. The breadth o f  this 
influence ranges from exploration to surveying to road building and bridge 
construction.
As an explorer, Mitchell led four major expeditions into the interior, includ
ing the Australian Felix expedition o f  1836 in which large verdant areas o f  
current day Victoria were discovered.
As a surveyor, Mitchell substantially increased both the internal efficiency



o f  the Surveyor-General's department and the amount o f  land surveyed; he 
also developed the first detailed Map o f  the Nineteen Counties surrounding 
Sydney.
As a road builder and supervisor o f  bridge construction, Mitchell oversaw the 
laying ou t o f  many miles o f  roads including three major ones from Sydney — 
the Great North Road, the Great South Road and the Great West Road. 
Each o f  these roads played an important role in opening up large areas o f  
New South Wales for further settlement.
Mitchell's zeal for life was manifested in many areas beyond exploration, 
surveying and road building. His other interests, to name a few, included 
fossil mammalian research, poetry and mechanical and scientific arts.
He died in Sydney in 1855.
(Quotes, by permission, from the Introduction o f William C. Foster’s book. 
Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell and his world 1792-1855, published by The 
Institution o f  Surveyors, N.S.W. Incorporated 1985.)



CASTLE COVE AND MIDDLE COVE

Origin o f the names

‘Castlecove’ (one word) was the name given by Walter Burley Griffin 
to the most northern o f the three Middle Harbour peninsulas on which 
he purchased land in 1920. It appears on maps which were prepared for 
his company, the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited, 
in the mid-1920s. Griffin intended that the one-word spelling should 
apply only to the land mass and that ‘Cove’ as a separate word should 
always designate a water area. Thus, he used ‘Castle Cove’ (two words) 
to name the water expanse on the south side o f the peninsula, shown 
on maps as North Arm, Sugarloaf Bay. It seems certain that choice o f 
name was prompted by the prominence and uniqueness o f Innisfallen 
Castle, owned by the Willis Family and situated above a cove in Middle 
Harbour.

Australia Post incorrectly adopted the two-word spelling for the 
suburb’s name and, naturally, many residents and businesses followed 
suit. Controversy later ensued regarding the correct spelling and the 
matter was referred to Willoughby Municipal Council and the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W. The latter had already assigned 
the one-word name but Willoughby Council decided that the choice 
should be by popular vote o f residents living east o f Eastern Valley 
Way. Notwithstanding, it invited submissions from any interested 
person. Popular vote weis for two words and this decision was officially 
gazetted by the GeographicEil Names Board o f N.S.W. on 9 January 
1987.

‘Middlecove’ (one word) was the name assigned c.1941 by the 
Greater Sydney Development Association Limited to the middle o f the 
three Middle Harbour peninsulas on which the Company had bought 
land in 1920. The peninsula was so-called after the Company’s 
‘Middlecove Estate’ . Walter Burley Griffin had assigned the name 
‘Covecrag’ to the peninsula and ‘Crag Cove’ (two words) to the water 
expanse shown on maps as South Arm, Sugarloaf Bay.

Australia Post was probably responsible for incorrectly spelling 
the suburb’s name as two words. It was gazetted as such by the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W. on 19 November 1976.



INTRODUCTION

The making o f  the suburbs o f  Castle Cove and Middle Cove: an outline 

PERIOD TO END OF 1919

Evidence exists that the Camaraigals (various spellings), an Aboriginal 
family group o f the Ku-ring-gai tribe (q.v.), had roamed through the 
bushland and fished along the foreshores o f Middle Harbour up to the 
1820s. Some ŵ ere seen by Governor Phillip and members o f his 
administrative staff when they paid a brief exploratory visit to Middle 
Harbour, in search o f arable land and a source o f water supply, some 
three months after the arrival o f the First Fleet in Port Jackson in 
January 1788. As the steep slopes and rugged terrain showed no 
potential for alleviating these two most pressing needs o f the infant 
colony, administrative officials paid no further attention to the Middle 
Harbour area.

The two peninsulas remained virgin Crown land until the first 
property boom following the gold rushes o f the 1850s. In 1858 some 
twenty-five surveyed Portions, in the main ranging from twenty to 
fifty-three acres in area, were offered for sale at public auction. (It is 
not known whether three other Portions, situated on the north-eastern 
tip o f the headland, were also offered. They were reclaimed by the 
Government in April 1878, one area for defence purposes and two for 
public recreation.) Very few bidders for the land in 1858 were willing 
to pay the upset price — in fact, only Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne, James 
William Bligh and George Woodcock. (See ‘Pioneer Landowners’ for 
biographical and other details.) Local topography precluded the Crown 
from following its traditional method o f subdivision i.e. north and 
south from the ridge; the overall shape o f the peninsulas, the uneven 
height o f the land and the intrusions o f North Arm (now Castle Cove) 
and Scott’s Creek were factors that had to be reckoned with. By 1858 
the Aborigines had gone further inland or, more likely, had been 
exterminated by disease, poverty and killings. Most o f the evidence 
o f their habitation has been lost but middens (Aboriginal rubbish 
heaps), partly covered in soil, are still a common sight along the Middle 
Harbour foreshores. Tracks thought to have been made by the 
Aborigines were more likely made by timber-getters, using horse and 
cart, or pleasure seekers from neighbouring areas.

Some thirteen years elapsed before the last o f the available land





grants were purchased. In the meantime, in 1865, the area on the North 
Shore known as North Willoughby was incorporated as a municipality, 
the eastern section o f which was south o f Boundary Street extending to 
the northern shores o f Long Bay and eastwards to Middle Harbour. 
The Municipality’s first Chairman (Mayor) in 1865 was James William 
Bligh, the owner o f two Crown grants in Middle Cove and many other 
grants in the Municipality and elsewhere. Bligh was re-elected Chairman 
in 1866 and 1867. The name. Municipality o f North Willoughby, was 
changed in 1890 to Municipality o f WiUoughby.

The first sale o f  privately owned land on the Middle Cove peninsula 
was made in 1874 when the widow of pioneer landowner, George 
Woodcock, sold the grant to a Willoughby tanner, Henry Owen. In 
early 1877, Middle Harbour as such received widespread mention in 
local and overseas newspapers when the ‘Australian Blondin’, Henri 
(Harry) L ’Estrange (q.v.) crossed Long Bay by tightrope. Many 
thousands o f  the spectators who came in chartered boats from Circular 
Quay via The Spit, to witness the stunt would have been introduced to 
the beauty o f Middle Harbour and its foreshores for the first time. In 
addition, the newspaper accounts highlight the general excitement and 
colourful pageantry which accompanied unusual happenings in the 
1870s. In 1878, during the second property boom following the gold 
rushes, all remaining Crown land on both peninsulas was sold at the 
upset price, by application, many Portions to John Bowie Wilson and 
John Logan Campbell Ranken as joint tenants and many, jointly, to 
J. B. Wilson and George Sutherland Caird; William Bullard and Stephen 
Mallarky each bought one Portion in Castle Cove. (See ‘Pioneer Land- 
owners’ for biographical and other details.)

No immediate change in the landscape followed the transfer o f 
ownership from the Crown to private individuals (1858-78) mainly 
because none o f the pioneer landowners became resident landowners. 
The location o f their land was generally given as ‘Middle Harbour’ but 
sometimes as ‘North Willoughby’. The second sale o f  privately owned 
land took place in 1879 when William Bullard sold his recently acquired 
Crown grant to a well-known Willoughby landowner, Francis Stack, 
who sold the same year to James Forsyth, the pioneer tanner in 
Willoughby. The third and more remarkable sales transaction was o f 
one o f James W. Bligh’s grants in Middle Cove (Portion 26, 29 ac 2 r) to 
a Chinaman, Chen Ah Teak (sometimes spelt Chen Ateak), in 1882. He 
and his team o f Chinese market gardeners became the first inhabitants 
on the Middle Cove peninsula (1882-1908). (See ‘Chinese Market 
Gardens’ .)

The years 1886-88 were significant years in the history o f land 
ownership on the Castle Cove and Middle Cove peninsulas due to the 
rapid expansion o f the Sydney metropolis and the subsequent land sales 
boom because o f the strong demand for residential land. With the
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exception o f sales previously mentioned, all original grantees sold their 
land and the new owners re-sold within a relatively short period. In 
1886 Andrew Armstrong, a land and parliamentary agent, bought all 
grants made to John Bowie Wilson in 1878 (Wilson died in 1883) and 
from this venture flowed many important events. Armstrong estab
lished the Cammaray Estate (q.v.) and later the Cammaray Estate Land 
Company Limited. To him must be credited the first deliberate and 
overt attempt to establish residential suburbs on each o f the two 
peninsulas. He played the leading role in setting in motion the necessary 
machinery to effect direct tramway access from Boundary Street to the 
ferry wharf at Milsons Point, via a bridge to be built over Flat Rock 
guUy at the Long Bay end, the scheme to include branch lines going 
into Castle Cove, Castlecrag and Northbridge. (See ‘Willoughby and 
Gordon Tramway’ and ‘Suspension Bridge’ .) Fortunately, the 
Suspension Bridge was completed in 1892, shortly before the company 
that built it (North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited) went into liquidation; but the tramway was only built from 
Falcon Street to Amherst Street. The concept o f the scheme was most 
praiseworthy but failed due to lack o f engineering knowledge and 
adequate finance. Failure to complete the tramway resulted in the 
Bridge being a white elephant for over twenty years until the Govern
ment took it over, strengthened it and built a tramline across to 
Northbridge. This did nothing to attract residents to the more northern 
Middle Harbour peninsulas.

On the day the prospectus o f  the Cammaray Estate appeared in 
the Sydney Morning Herald June 1886), the North Shore Pioneer 
Industrial Exhibition (q.v.) opened at the Blue Street Public School, 
St Leonards (now North Sydney). Its purpose was to display to Sydney 
citizens the industries and resources o f the North Shore and to raise 
funds to build a much-needed cottage hospital at St Leonards (the 
forerunner o f today’s Royal North Shore Hospital). Andrew Armstrong 
was Chairman o f the Exhibition’s Industrial Directorate and winner o f 
the section for the ‘Best Collection o f Dried Ferns grown in the Parish 
o f Willoughby’.

The timing o f these promotional events seemed very favourable. 
Interest in north-of-the-harbour areas had increased, the Government 
was keen for transport facilities to be extended but looked to the 
private sector for initiative and capital, and British investors were 
willing to invest in the colony while prices o f wool and wheat remained 
steady. However economists, with the benefit o f hindsight, are now 
able to say that by the late 1880s there were signs that the boom 
enjoyed in the 1870s and early 1880s was coming to an end.

New South Wales experienced a run o f bad seasons. The prices of 
wool and wheat dropped, interest o f overseas investors began to wane 
and the Labour movement became stronger, seeming to offer a threat
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to the profitability o f pastoralists, merchants and manufacturers. 
There ensued a growth in government and private debt. Strikes in 1891 
intensified the adverse situation, so much so that the Colonial Govern
ment had almost to cease its public works programme. The Banks Crash 
o f 1892 occurred. The North Shore and Middle Harbour Land 
Company Limited and the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited which had bought large tracts o f land on the Middle 
Htirbour peninsulas, could not meet their liabilities and went into 
liquidation in 1892 and 1893 respectively. Much o f the land passed into 
the hands o f the Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders 
Limited, the company from which Burley Griffin’s company. Greater 
Sydney Development Association Limited (q.v.), bought land.

Other events occurred in the late 1890s which are relevant to the 
development o f the Middle Harbour peninsulas. On 10 January 1895, 
Willoughby Council created Middle Harbour Ward with the privilege o f 
electing three aldermen to represent it on Council. Before the turn of 
the century an electric tramway service was operating from the junction 
o f Victoria Avenue and Penshurst Street to Milsons Point (1898) and 
ten years later from Chatswood. Trains (steam) were running from 
Hornsby to Milsons Point from 1893. Thus, sightseers and picnickers 
could get transport as far as the intersection o f Victoria Avenue and 
Penshurst Street. ‘Town water’ became available in the Municipality 
in 1892; gas in 1896, electricity in 1916; and the Willoughby (formerly 
East Willoughby) Fire Brigade functioned from 1905. (See ‘Public 
Utilities’ .) It is recorded that some people came from areas near and far 
to stay for short and long periods at the Willoughby Hotel in order to 
explore the bushland and enjoy the water scenes on the Middle Harbour 
peninsulas. Horses could be hired from nearby stables.

The first permanent residents on the Castle Cove peninsula were 
Henry Willis and his wife, Annie Louisa, and their family, formerly o f 
Kensington, Sydney. In the early 1900s they had acquired by purchase 
and default o f a mortgagor many acres o f land originally granted to 
Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne (q.v.) in 1858. Initially they built a weather
board ‘weekender’ and installed a floating pontoon to give access by 
water from The Spit before buUding in 1903-04 their family home — a 
Tudor-Gothic castle which they called ‘Innisfallen’ (q.v.), Irish for ‘Isle 
o f the field’ . The castle has been inhabited by members o f the Willis 
Family since 1905. Living conditions and road access were difficult up 
to the late 1960s due to lack o f  ‘mod-cons’ and the existence o f crudely 
built unseEiled roads. (See ‘Transport’ .)

The second development in the category o f ‘habitation’ was made by 
Henry Christian Press who bought over eleven acres, north-east o f  land 
owned by the Willis Family, in 1909. Press did not live on his land but 
established the Palmer Pleasure Grounds (later the H. C. Press Picnic 
Grounds and Dance Hall) about 1910 and these grounds were used as
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such until 1964. (See ‘H. C. Press Estate’ .) This development resulted in 
some clearing and beautification, the construction o f a few buildings 
and a wharf, and visits by hundreds o f people, especially on Sundays. 
They came in open boats and small steam ferries, via boatsheds on 
Middle Harbour or from the north side o f the Harbour via The Spit. 
Access was only by water. The intrusion was almost unnoticed by 
residents in the north-east portion o f Willoughby.

As previously stated, the first inhabitants on the Middle Cove 
peninsula were Chinese market gardeners who worked for the owner o f 
the land, Chen Ah Teak, from 1882-96 and for another Chinese owner 
from 1896-1908. In addition, there were Chinese market gardeners on 
the northern bank o f Sugarloaf Creek from 1883-C.1920; they leased 
the land from Thomas Todd Forsyth.

It is not known to what extent the Cammaray Estate Land Company 
Limited and the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited cleared the bushland areas. Undoubtedly, some carriageways 
were made e.g. Kendall Road in Castle Cove was shown on the Estate 
plan; old Cammaray Road was shown as Corrobare Road; and Cawarrah 
Road in Middle Cove was on the Estate plan. Only two roads, old 
Cammaray and Sugarloaf Roads, were assessed in this early period. 
The developments mentioned restricted landscape changes to the 
eastern tip o f Castle Cove peninsula and to the western boundairies o f 
both Castle Cove and Middle Cove peninsulas. The inner areas remained 
virgin bush.

PERIOD 1920 TO END OF 1953:
THE ERA OF THE GREATER SYDNEY 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LIMITED

Whilst the early part o f this period (1920-37) was a truly significant 
and remarkable period in Castlecrag, dominated by the unconventional 
ideas and practices o f Walter Burley Griffin (q.v.), architect, and his 
gifted and forceful wife, Marion, it was not so in either Castle Cove or 
Middle Cove. In fact, there is not much physical evidence o f Griffin’s 
landscaping ability and really nothing o f his unconventional principles 
o f architectural design and building construction; nor is there any 
evidence o f the implementation o f his original proposals for the 
development o f residential suburbs on these two peninsulas. The only 
stone house which Burley Griffin designed (and it had all the character
istics o f  his stone houses at Castlecrag), was the original clubhouse o f 
Castlecove Country Club (q.v.) which was destroyed by fire in July 
1957. Part o f a stone wall at Harold Reid Reserve is credited to Griffin 
and the golf links at Castle Cove were designed, initially, by him on 
land that his company owned. No streets were named within his life
time. However, Castle Cove (spelt as one word) and Covecrag (later
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Middle Cove, spelt as one word), together with the two coves in 
Sugarloaf Bay — Castle Cove and Crag Cove — were named by Griffin. 
In recent years the Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W. has re-named 
the North and South Arms o f Sugarloaf Bay to the names chosen by 
Griffin.

The era began at the end o f 1920, about three years before the 
Griffins moved from Melbourne to Castlecrag. Prior to 1924, any 
necessary planning or business matter was done in Griffin’s Melbourne 
office or through the Company’s Sydney office. After vacating his 
position as Federal Capital Director o f Design and Construction in 
December 1919, and having looked around for another area to develop, 
Burley Griffin decided to purchase nearly six hundred and fifty acres 
o f bushland on the Middle Harbour peninsulas — today’s suburbs o f 
Castlecrag, Middle Cove and Castle Cove. In November 1920 he formed 
the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited (q.v.) to raise 
the finance to purchase and develop these three large tracts o f land. He 
decided to begin development with the planning o f a ‘dream suburb’ 
on the Castlecrag Estate (about 90 acres) and, when that project was 
well under way, to plan the second sister suburb o f Covecrag and 
embody within the plan all the ideals and vision exemplified in that for 
Castlecrag,' the development o f the third sister suburb, Castlecove on 
the most northern o f the three peninsulas, was to be left until 
completion o f Sydney Harbour Bridge, when the North Shore would be 
connected to Sydney and demand for residential land north o f the 
Harbour would be stronger.

It seems certain that Burley Griffin’s intention was that plans for 
each suburb should supplement each other in the provision o f certain 
facilities, e.g. sports amenities, and that there should be a common 
building covenant.

More is known of Griffin’s plans for Covecrag than for Castle Cove. 
Covecrag was to have two suitably located shopping centres at the 
entrances to the exclusively residential areas and each centre was to be 
an architectural unit o f ten or sixteen shops, conforming to the 
purchase conditions o f the sites; the entrances would have a central 
park or pubhc building encircled by a colonnade or galleried promen
ade, supported on massive stone pillars; it would have an open-air 
theatre to advance music, drama and education, while serving 
recreational needs; and it would have a specifically planned Civic Centre 
for local and educational institutions, libraries, clubs, theatres, schools 
and churches. Covecrag would be a scenic suburb with its diversified 
collections o f native flora and wildhfe responsibly preserved; a marine 
drive would skirt its foreshores and this would connect with marine 
drives on other Middle Harbour peninsulas to provide over twenty 
miles o f continuous marine drives; ample public reserves would be 
provided as well as many small parks and playgrounds intended for the



benefit o f the houses immediately abutting. Griffin’s choice o f street 
names reflected his interest in topography, environment and Grecian 
fortifications e.g. Acropolis Gate, Covecrag Gate, Cragridge Gate; 
Crag Peak Circuit, Castlecove Circuit, Cragcove Circuit, Cragnest 
Circuit; with similar names for Passes, Ramps and Ways. Since no street 
was assessed in Griffin’s lifetime, it seems reasonable to assume that his 
road scheme could not be implemented because o f the slow rate o f 
land sales and that Greater Sydney Development Association saw fit to 
introduce other names as the need arose; in doing so it highlighted 
topographical features.

Griffin’s road system for Castle Cove also included Circuits, Defiles, 
Gates, Lookouts, Passes and Ways.

The fact that no street was assessed in Griffin’s lifetime with the 
exceptions o f  that part o f Sugarloaf Crescent (Middle Cove) which was 
developed by John (later Sir John) Cramer and the eastern end o f 
Boundary Street (Castle Cove) confirms the findings that no building 
lots were sold in other areas o f the peninsulas during Griffin’s time, 
owing to adverse economic conditions and the unpopularity o f  his 
home designs with banks, finance companies and Willoughby Municipal 
Council.

Griffin, who died in 1937 in India, did not even see the opening o f 
Eastern Valley Way to traffic in 1939, the concept and route o f which 
is credited to him.

Nevertheless, on 26 February 1925 the Middle Harbour Progress 
Association (q.v.) was formed on the initiative o f a small group o f 
ratepayers and a decision from a public meeting. It is concerned with 
the progress and welfare o f a large section o f the suburb o f Willoughby 
as well as o f  Castle Cove and Middle Cove. It continues to give effective 
leadership and to be articulate in local matters.

The Greater Sydney Development Association continued to exist for 
many years. A little development took place in 1941 on the western 
fringe o f Middle Cove but the houses were built o f brick with tiled 
roofs and resembled the more traditional Australian suburban home.

Some eight streets were assessed in Middle Cove and nine in Castle 
Cove before 1954.

A successful experiment in biodynamic farming was carried out on 
the northern boundary o f Castle Cove from the early 1940s to 1986; 
Castle Cove Public School opened as the Roseville East Infants’ School 
in 1952, changed to Roseville East Public School in 1953 and not to its 
present name until 1957; St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, Castle 
Cove officially opened in 1953.

No public parks or reserves had been established although some land 
may have been set aside for this purpose.

Neither Castle Cove nor Middle Cove had by 1954 achieved the 
identity o f  a suburb.



PERIOD 1954 TO 1987:
THE EMERGENCE OF THE SUBURBS OF 
CASTLE COVE AND MIDDLE COVE

Middle Cove was the first o f the two peninsulas to attract a modem 
developer. Seventeen years after Walter Burley Griffin’s death, Gerardus 
Jozef Dusseldorp (q.v.), Managing Director o f Civil & Civic Pty Ltd, 
made the acquaintance o f Sidney Raper, an estate agent with an office 
at Castlecrag and through him learnt that all residual land on the Middle 
Cove peninsula was for sale on behalf o f  Greater Sydney Development 
Association. Dusseldorp arranged to inspect the land with his solicitor 
and accountant. The appointed day was wet and windy. The two 
associates thought it a bold and doubtful venture because o f the rugged 
terrain with its steep rocky precipices, necessitating a large financial 
outlay for excavation and blasting before roads and building would be 
possible. Dusseldorp was fully aware o f the problems but, being a 
brilliant engineer with recent experience in the construction o f the 
Snowy Mountains hydro-electric and irrigation scheme, he was not 
daunted. He reasoned that the problems could be overcome and that 
residential land within easy distance o f Sydney would get scarcer; 
moreover, that Middle Cove had a beautiful and healthy environment to 
offer with no possibility o f a main road going through it. His 
companions deferred to his engineering expertise and sound judgment. 
On 26 October 1954, Dusseldorp wrote to the Greater Sydney Develop
ment Association outlining his Middle Cove proposal and conditions, 
briefly that; Civil & Civic purchase all land in the available subdivision 
for a nominal amount and enter into an agreement to develop the land 
and share the profits. Greater Sydney Development Association’s share 
being considered part o f the purchase price; Civil & Civic to have 
complete management o f the project and all transactions to be in its 
name, development costs to be shared in the same proportion as net 
profits — Greater Sydney, one third; Civil & Civic, two thirds. 
Dusseldorp called the subdivision ‘Harbour Heights Estate’ .

Negotiations were well under way when investigation revealed a 
formidable deterrent to the prospective buyers — sewerage was not 
available and might not be for some twenty years. (See ‘Public 
Utilities’ .) With approval o f the Water Board, Civil & Civic did the work 
at their expense, to the design o f the Board. By late 1957, all services 
were installed and title to the lots could be given. At this stage the 
headland, with the exception o f its foreshores and eastern tip, looked 
scarred and dusty, but under the guiding hand o f Colin Booth, the 
Company’s former Canberra manager, a planned garden suburb 
emerged; the natural surroundings and standard o f building were 
protected by the Greater Sydney Development Association’s covenant, 
in this case administered by Civil & Civic.
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It was purely a commercial undertaking and a very successful one. 
Understandably, the philosophy behind the planning did not embody 
comparable ideals o f community living and community spirit with 
those contained in Burley Griffin’s plans. The developers assumed no 
responsibility for leadership in fostering active and harmonious 
community participation or a pooling o f individuEil abilities in the 
interests o f all. Times were more affluent and social attitudes had 
changed. It is not surprising then that the community seems reserved 
and conveys the impression that it values the privacy o f personal and 
home life and would have little interest in community activities. A 
different attitude prevails in regard to school activities; parents take a 
keen interest and give effective support to their children’s activities in 
sport, the performing arts, etc. Middle Cove has an affluent community 
comprised o f  a large percentage o f company directors, business 
managers, restaurateurs, academics, legal and professional persons. Its 
population today is diverse in nationalities and somewhat transitory 
because o f the company ownership o f some properties.

Middle Cove is the smallest o f the Middle Harbour peninsulas. It 
fronts Sugarloaf Bay from a recessed westerly position and did not 
assume the semblance o f a residential suburb until the late 1960s to 
early ’70s, the accompanying aerial photographs reveal the marked 
change in landscape which took place between 1951 and 1986. Its 
major development project was well planned, engineered and managed. 
Work advanced smoothly without embarrassing delays and the headland 
did not seem to carry its development scars for very long. Five new 
roads, sealed and kerbed, were introduced, the naming o f which reflects 
the nationality o f G. J. Dusseldorp, his knowledge o f nautical terms and 
his awareness o f topographical and environmental features. Homes 
were erected progressively throughout the 1960s; by the early ’70s 
very few blocks which had been sold did not carry an improvement. 
There is a diversity o f architectural styles, more indicative o f a desire 
for individuality than the challenges o f a difficult building site. The 
homes in the northern and inner areas tend to be larger than on the 
southern slopes and western boundary where some houses were built 
prior to 1954. Environmentally, this is fortunate because the southern 
slopes and western boundary are more prominent from the eastern 
boundary o f Willoughby and the western boundary o f Castlecrag where 
home designs are more modest. Some architectural styles are 
unsympathetic and lack the necessary surrounds to soften their pre
tentiousness. The tendency has been to ‘cram’ as much building 
construction as possible on to the site — a sign o f the times since many 
families have more than one car, often three, and some enjoy the 
privilege o f boat ownership.

Middle Cove is a headland with few community amenities and only 
two small clusters o f shops on Eastern Valley Way. However, it has the
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attractive Harold Reid Reserve, officially opened in May 1965, named 
after former Willoughby Town Clerk and community worker, Harold 
James Reid (q.v.)- The only two facilities which were established in this 
period, quite independently o f the developers, were Valley View 
Bowling & Recreational Club Limited and Glenaeon School.

On the Castle Cove peninsula. Hooker Corporation Ltd, through two 
o f its subsidiaries working consecutively (Headland Development Pty 
Limited and Hooker-Rex Estates), carried through a development 
programme from c.1956 to the early ’70s. The Corporation called its 
two estates -  Headland Heights Estate and Innisfallen Castle Estate. 
Also in the early 1970s, Sidney Raper Pty Ltd, on behalf o f Middle 
Harbour Investments Ltd, developed part o f the H. C. Press Estate.

Hooker Corporation held the controlling interest in Greater Sydney 
Development Association for many years prior to the winding up o f 
the Company on 15 December 1980. It can be assumed that the Cor
poration made an acceptable arrangement with the then current Board 
o f Directors o f Greater Sydney to develop all the residual land on the 
peninsula and to have sole mans^ement o f the project. Hooker 
Corporation followed the precedent set by Civil & Civic in regard to the 
installation o f water and sewerage. Rate o f sales was pleasing and the 
total venture a financial success.

The Castle Cove peninsula is larger than that o f Middle Cove and, 
overall, was probably the more difficult to develop. During the 
operations the upper slopes looked bare, with gaping development 
wounds from which some locals thought it would not recover. It has, 
and residents enjoy a green and pleasantly leafy environment. Some 
sixteen roads, sealed and kerbed, were introduced in this period and 
some existing roads were re-aligned and extended. The peninsula gained 
many reserves, mostly small, and the extensive foreshore H. D. Robb 
Reserve, named after former engineer and town planner with 
Willoughby Council, Hugh Douglas Robb (q.v.). On the peninsula were 
also built, but not on the initiative o f the developers, Castle Cove Swim 
Centre, St Philip’s Church o f England and a small shopping centre. With 
the necessary finsmce, modem equipment and skilled manpower. 
Hooker Corporation Ltd caused the suburb o f Castle Cove to emerge 
from its protracted infancy into an affluent residential community in 
an enviable bush and water-view environment. The main cause for its 
protracted sleep, as it was for the retarded development o f Northbridge, 
Castlecrag and Middle Cove, lies in transport history -  quick access to 
the city. The completion of Sydney Harbour Bridge and o f Eastern 
Valley Way were the keys to solve the problem. Andrew Armstrong and 
the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited tried to 
solve the problem in the late 1880s; Burley Griffin knew the keys and 
decided to defer development until they had been constmcted!

Castle Cove does not have a Progress Association as such. (See





Castle Cove and Middle Cove 
Aerial view, 1986.
(by courtesy D ept o f  Lands, N.S.W.)
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information on Middle Harbour Progress Association.) The comments 
made on architectural styles and community spirit in Middle Cove 
apply to Castle Cove but are more pronounced.

North Sydney Investment & Tramway Co. L td ’s quarry.



SECTION 1

PERIOD TO END OF 1919

Early happenings 
on the Peninsula 

and in the
Middle Harbour area.



MIDDLE HARBOUR

ABORIGINES IN THE 
MIDDLE HARBOUR AREA

Two hundred years ago the Camaraigal or Cam-mer-ray-gal (various 
spellings), a family group belonging to the Ku-ring-gai tribe, roamed 
the lower North Shore area, known to them as Cam-mer-ray.

From Governor Phillip’s desptaches and from the journals o f the 
officers o f the First Fleet we learn that the group was distinguished by 
its numerical size, by its robust and muscular physique, and by the 
authority it held over surrounding groups. The group’s superiority may 
have been due, in part, to the fact that it possessed the best fishing 
ground and, as David Collins records, “ had the exclusive and extra
ordinary privilege o f extracting a tooth from the natives o f other tribes 
inhabiting the sea-coast, or o f all such as were within their authority, 
many contests or decisions o f honour have been delayed until the 
arrival o f these people’ ’.

The new settlers had many contacts with the Camaraigal as they 
sailed around Port Jackson or explored inland from Middle Harbour. 
Members o f the group fished on the harbour and exploited some 
hinterland resources, especially in the winter. Phillip noted “ paths 
which are much frequented between this harbour (Port Jackson) and 
Broken Bay”  and deduced that they frequently went walkabout in the 
area.

By April 1789 half the native population o f the Sydney area 
(estimated at 1,500 in 1788) had been wiped out by smallpox. By the 
1790s white settlement had extended to the North Shore (18 land 
grants were allocated in 1794 in the present-day suburbs o f Lane Cove 
and Gore Hill). However, we have evidence o f the Camaraigal still living 
in the area in 1820. They were the subject o f  close investigation by 
officers from Russian ships, anchored in Neutral Bay during visits in 
1814, 1820 and 1822, who noted as many as 120 persons in the group. 
But by 1830 there were no Aboriginal communities following a 
traditional lifestyle in the Sydney area. At the 1986 census 58 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders lived in the Willoughby Munici
pality. It is highly unlikely that any of these people would be able to 
demonstrate direct descent from the original inhabitants o f  the area.

Apart from remains o f numerous middens (native rubbish heaps) 
outside caves close to the waters o f Middle Harbour and at various
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levels on the cliff faces, very little evidence remains o f their existence 
along our foreshores. Clearance o f undergrowth, lantana, other 
obnoxious growth and the excavation o f rocky surfaces for homes, 
roads and swimming pools have contributed to the erasure o f such 
evidence.

(Note: the phrase ‘a family group belonging to the Ku-ring-gai tribe’ has 
been used because experts on the life and culture o f Aborigines claim it is 
more correct than ‘a tribe’ .)

* * *

EARLY HISTORY AND PLACES ON ITS 
FORESHORES IN WILLOUGHBY MUNICIPALITY

Extensive research has been done in an endeavour to locate information 
on the early exploration o f Middle Harbour and the naming o f places 
within the Municipality o f Willoughby i.e. within the area on the 
western foreshores o f Middle Harbour, from the northern foreshores of 
Long Bay to the northern foreshores o f Castle Cove. Many historians 
have probably done a similar search, with equally disappointing results, 
because there is scarcely any source material in existence. It is known 
that Governor Phillip in company with several o f his administrative 
staff paid a brief exploratory visit to Middle Harbour in April 1788. 
The recorded information on this visit is very vague and there is no 
evidence to prove that Governor Phillip named any Bay or Point. On 
the other hand, it seems highly probable that the descriptive names of 
Long Bay, Big and Little Sugarloafs, Sugarloaf Bay and Sugarloaf Point 
may have been suggested by a member o f this party; in fact, there is no 
evidence in historical records to discount this supposition.

As P. R. Stephensen and Brian Kennedy state in their History and 
Description o f Sydney Harbour “ Many o f the names o f Harbour features 
were never officially bestowed, but gradually became fixed in public 
usage’ ’ . Captain John Hunter, R.N. compiled a Chart o f Port Jackson 
in 1788 and took depths in Middle Harbour. The Chart shows Middle 
Head by name but no other place. Again, the Journal (1786-92) o f 
Lieut. William Bradley, R.N. records depths o f Port Jackson but does 
not name features.

It was accepted by the Administrative staff o f the Colony that 
Middle Harbour had great natural beauty but no potential for satisfy
ing the food and water problems o f the infant colony; the headlands 
were deemed to be too steep and rocky, with only a thin layer o f 
soil. Administration turned its attention and resources to the 
Parramatta and Hawkesbury areas, with considerable success, and 
Middle Harbour was given little or no further attention.

Middle Harbour has always been, and still is, renowned for its natural
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beauty and privacy. It is universally regarded as the most beautiful arm 
o f Port Jackson. This tranquillity is largely due to the fact that its 
waters have never been traversed by ships nor its foreshores exploited 
for industrial use. Scenically, the area is full o f surprises and was even 
more so prior to the 1900s. From an open expanse o f a flowing river 
near The Spit, one entered land-locked waters with banks o f rugged, 
precipitous cliffs but this ruggedness was softened by a serrated shore
line in which there were bays and coves, some grassy slopes, but mostly 
timbered bushland with a variety o f wildflowers. The outcropping rocks 
ranged in colour from dark grey to bright yellow ochre and the 
numerous caves and varieties o f weathering among the rocks added 
interest and beauty to the shoreline. Its lure was enhanced because its 
waters were inhabited by useful varieties o f fish.

Geologically, it is a very old area. The rock formations are Hawkes- 
bury sandstone and were laid down in Triassic times some 200 million 
years ago. The land features were shaped during the Tertiary Period, 
some 20 million years ago when the present Middle Harbour River cut a 
gorge through the sandstone layers. During the ice ages much o f the 
earth’s waters were frozen as glaciers and polar ice caps and the level o f 
the sea fell below its present level, with the result that today’s gorge 
would have been much deeper then. At the end o f the last ice age, 
probably as recently as 6,000 years ago, the sea level rose with the 
melting o f the ice and drowned the river system. Much o f the ancient 
river gorge has since filled with sediment from the sea and silt from the 
river. These deposits are estimated to be up to 200 m deep. The water 
depth is estimated to be 20 m in places.

The first ‘foreshore’ commercial venture was salt panning in the early 
1800s in Long Bay, at Salt Pan Creek (now Salt Pan Cove). Some 
timber may have been cut down for commercial purposes; definite 
evidence o f  this was not found but timber from James Harris French’s 
two sawmills in Frenchs Forest was taken down Middle Harbour from 
Bantry Bay in barges to various building sites, probably in the 1870s.

In the late 1880s stone, quarried on the northern side o f Castle Cove 
from a quarry owned by the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited, was taken by barges down Middle Harbour to 
Long Bay where the Company w£is constructing the old Suspension 
Bridge. Iron rods to which barges were tied during loading can still be 
seen today on the foreshores.

Also in the 1880s, lighters towed by small steam tug-boats plied up 
and down Middle Harbour to places outside the Municipality o f 
Willoughby e.g. to Powderhulk Bay on the eastern shores beyond The 
Bluff, Seaforth, where explosives were stored in old hulks for defence 
purposes, mining and quarrying. After 1915, the explosives were taken 
to and released from, specially designed buildings at Bantry Bay. Those 
stored at a depot on Goat Island had to be transferred to Powderhulk

Middle Harbour foreshores: Long Bay to 
northern side o f  Castle Cove. /lO
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Bay in 1900 so that Goat Island could be converted to a bacteriological 
station during Sydney’s bubonic plague.

Rowing boats, sailing craft, yachts. Harbour cruise ferries and 
pleasure boats have been, and still are, the familiar sights o f Middle 
Harbour. From the early 1900s, H. C. Press had picnic grounds and a 
dance hall near the tip o f Castle Cove headland and a wharf on the 
southern shore. People came from all over the city, often in large 
household groups, via The Spit or the Cammeray-Long Bay route, for a 
day’s outing or for the fishing. One concern at Long Bay, on the 
Cammeray side, had a dance shed which one Northbridge resident 
recalls having patronised.

It is not surprising that the area o f Middle Harbour within the 
Municipality o f Willoughby had, by the early 1900s, many approved 
and several unauthorised boat sheds and a boatbuilding establishment 
on the waterfront. These establishments provided such services as boat- 
skids, boat-hiring, boat repairs, launch moorings and the sale o f bait. 
Long Bay and Sugarloaf Bay were the popular locations, as they were 
the more accessible areas. The Sydney Harbour Trust (later the 
Maritime Services Board) was responsible for policing all these establish
ments and imposing fines or closure notices.

The tranquillity o f Middle Harbour is due, in part, to the lack o f 
bathing beaches. This lack gave rise to early agitation for public sea 
water baths. (See ‘Municipality’s First Public Baths in Middle 
Harbour’ .)

Near the close o f 1916, Willoughby’s first wharf, situated at the end 
o f  Edinburgh Road, at Torquay Point near Sugarloaf Point, was 
officially opened. (See ‘Municipality’s First Public Wharf in Middle 
Harbour’.)

In 1922 Northbridge Progress Association sought the support o f 
Willoughby Council to its request to the Sydney Harbour Trust to cease 
using Sailors Bay for hulk-breaking. Hulks were being towed to the Bay 
to be broken-up, leaving broken cables and rusting iron to accumulate.

In the 1930s and ’40s Willoughby Council and the Northbridge and 
Castlecrag Progress Associations corresponded with the local member o f 
Parliament and the Chief Secretary’s Department in an endeavour to 
obtain an order closing Middle Harbour to net fishing. In September 
1940, the Chief Secretary’s Department forwarded a Gazette Notice 
prohibiting, for a period o f  twelve months, net fishing in the waters o f 
Middle Harbour upwards from the Spit Bridge. This order was renewed 
several times.

More recently. Progress Associations have been active in opposing a 
proposed redevelopment at Northbridge Yacht Services and the 
installation o f a multiple mooring system in Sailors Bay, which they 
consider will have adverse environmental effects and be a threat to the 
preservation o f the natural beauty and tranquillity o f the area.
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Remains o f  iron rods on 
north-eastern foreshores o f  Castle Cove
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The Progress Associations also strongly oppose extension o f the 
Warringah Expressway through any o f Willoughby’s Middle Harbour 
suburbs and the building o f a traffic bridge across Middle Harbour.

The threats that have surfaced in the past — to some, in the name of 
progress — have necessitated constant vigilance on the part o f the 
Progress Associations, in cooperation with Willoughby Council, to 
maintain a reasonable status quo.

What does the future hold?

* * *

CASTLE COVE AND CRAG COVE -
See information under SUGARLOAF BAY

FIG TREE POINT — Name in use by 1840. Situated on the north
east side o f the entrance to Long Bay. Occasionally incorrectly trans
posed on pre-1900 surveyors’ maps to the promontory where Clive 
Park is today. Named because o f  the prominence o f a fig tree or 
cluster o f  fig trees (native species) on the Point. The records o f the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W. indicate that the Point was 
once known as Kooroowal and also Kuruwal. Both names are 
Aboriginal and mean ‘a wild fig tree’ . In 1976 the Board decided to 
retain the present name.

LONG BA Y — Name in use by 1865. At one time the waters o f Long 
Bay flowed under the old Suspension Bridge and well into Flat Rock 
gully where they met the sluggish waters o f  Flat Rock Creek. A ferry 
master used to float his ferry up on high tide, past the Bridge to what 
was then called Wharf Street (formerly Long Bay Road, 1888-91, 
now Grafton Avenue). Natural silting topped by deliberate filling-in 
to form Tunks Park and playing fields, restricted the westward 
spread o f its waters. The original length and topography o f the Bay 
dictated its descriptive name. The Aborigines called it ‘Mugga’ which 
mems ‘diamond snake’ . The Geographical Names Board has decided 
to retain the present name.

MIDDLE HARBOUR — Name in use by the 1790s. It lies between 
North Harbour (Manly Cove) and Sydney Harbour proper and 
stretches north-west from its entrance between Middle Head and 
Dobroyd Point, greatly enhanced en route by many coves and inlets. 
Middle Harbour takes its name from Middle Head (in use by 1788), 
recessed from the coastal shoreline between North and South Heads 
and directly facing the opening between the two. It is shown on the 
current Parish map o f Willoughby (Dept o f Lands, N.S.W.) as Middle



(or Warrin-ga) Harbour, the latter word being Aboriginal for ‘sea’ . 
Other Aboriginal names found for Middle Harbour were Boombilli, 
Barrabrui, Barra-brui and Barrabri. The Geographical Names Board 
has decided to retain the present name.

MOWBRAY POINT — First mentioned 1866. The Point is on the 
north-eastern shore o f Sailors Bay, within the suburb o f  Castlecrag. 
In 1886, the Dept o f Lands dedicated Mowbray Point for wharfage 
and recreational purposes. On some pre-1900 surveyors’ maps, 
Mowbray Point and Sugarloaf Point were incorrectly tremsposed. 
Origin o f the name could not be authoritatively established and may 
now be lost in antiquity; this would be very regrettable as an 
important early road was called ‘Mowbray’, and many things near 
that road were called ‘Mowbray’ e.g. Mowbray Park Estate, Mowbray 
House School.
In the 19th century, preference was often given to commemorating 
the names o f those in government in Sydney or in London. As New 
South Wales was granted responsible government in 1856, it is 
possible that Mowbray Point was so named in honour o f Sir John 
Robert Mowbray (1815-99), a highly esteemed English politician 
who, in 1858 and again in 1866, was appointed by Lord Derby 
to be judge advocate-general. From 1866-68 and from 1871-92, 
he was church estates commissioner and from 1874 to his death 
he was chairman o f the House o f Commons’ committee o f selection 
and its committee on standing orders. In 1898 Sir John Robert 
Mowbray became known as the ‘father o f the House o f Commons’ . 
His Seventy Years at Westminster was published in London in 1900. The 
Geographical Names Board has decided to retain the present name.

SAILORS B AY — Shown on maps published in the 1860s. This very 
picturesque Bay lies between the headlands o f Northbridge and 
Castlecrag. Sailors Bay Creek, which rises just below the present 
playing fields o f Shore Grammar School in Alpha Road, winds its 
way into Sailors Bay and takes its name from the Bay. Origin o f 
the name o f the Bay could not be established; it may have been 
coloquially known as Sailors Bay by 1800 and used as a popular 
pleasure and fishing haunt by government and other personnel. It 
is shown on one map as ‘Solitary Bay’. The Geographical Nsunes 
Board has decided to retain the present name and, in line with the 
policy o f other geographical names boards, has decided not to use 
apostrophies in place names.

SALT PAN COVE (formerly Salt Pan Creek) — Shown on maps pub
lished in the 1860s. The Cove is on the north-western shore o f Long 
Bay, almost opposite Folly Point. The swamp land at then Salt Pan 
Creek lent itself to the retrieval o f salt which was in short supply in 
the young colony in the 1800s. Salt pans were erected in Newcastle 
and parts o f Sydney Harbour, Middle Harbour, Broken Bay, e.g. in
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November 1818 Matthew Bacon advertised a salt plant to let at 
Middle Harbour and in 1825 Gregory Blaxland had salt-boilers in 
Middle Harbour. The Geographical Names Board changed the name 
from Creek to Cove in 1976.

SUGARLOAF B A Y  — Shown on maps compiled in the 1850s. The 
Bay is on the western shore o f Middle Harbour and lies at the base o f 
Middle Cove, spreading out towards the shorelines o f Castlecrag and 
Castle Cove. It has two arms — the South Arm and the North Arm. 
Sugarloaf Bay takes its name from cone-shaped hills which, in the 
early days o f the Colony, were larger and more prominent than they 
are today, and more closely resembled loaf sugar as manufactured 
in the early days o f sugar refining when the sugar was compressed 
into hard, cone-shaped blocks called loaves. The Willoughby En
vironmental Protection Association is restoring degraded parts 
of Sugarloaf Bay and Camp Creek above the mangrove swamps (q.v.) 
with a grant received from the Australiem Bicentennial Authority.
The Geographical Names Board has decided to retain the present 
name o f the Bay but to change the name o f Big Sugarloaf (Middle 
Cove) to ‘WILLOUGHBY SUGARLOAF’ and the name o f Little 
Sugarloaf (Castle Cove) to ‘YEOLAND SUGARLOAF’ to facilitate 
identification if a state o f emergency should occur as there are 
many ‘Sugarloafs’ in New South Wales. The Board also changed 
South Arm to CRAG COVE and North Arm to CASTLE COVE as 
was proposed by the late Walter Burley Griffin.

SUGARLOAF POINT — Shown on maps compiled in the 1850s. The 
Point lies on the southern shore o f the South Arm o f Sugarloaf 
Bay, at the entrance to the Bay. It takes its name from the Bay 
and is within the suburb o f Castlecrag. On some pre-1900 surveyors’ 
maps it has been erroneously transposed to Mowbray Point. In the 
early 1900s many locals got to Sugarloaf Point via a rough track 
on the southern side o f Middle Cove and crossed to the Castlecrag 
side on hewn tree trunks; later a crude wood bridge was made by the 
regulars. Not to be confused with Torquay Point (popularly called 
after the Torquay Estate) o ff which a wharf, now demolished, was 
built in 1916. The Geographical Names Board has approved retention 
of the name, Sugarloaf Point.

YEOLAND POINT — Does not appear on maps published prior to the 
late 1940s. This lesser known Point is situated at the northern tip of 
the Castle Cove headland opposite Bantry Bay. Regrettably, after 
much research and numerous inquiries, origin o f the name could not 
be established. Retention o f the name has been approved by the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W.
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PIONEER LANDOWNERS ON CASTLE COVE 
AND MIDDLE COVE PENINSULAS

INTRODUCTION

No ‘free grants’ were ever made within the areas o f present day 
Castle Cove and Middle Cove, which, prior to the mid-1920s at least, 
were vaguely referred to as ‘Middle Harbour’ or ‘Sugarloaf Bay’ .

All grants or Portions were purchased from the Crown in the period 
1858-78, by public auction or after re-advertisement o f available 
Portions following an auction, and in compliance with prescribed 
conditions which categorized them as land grants.

The term ‘land grant’ is commonly used to specify Portions o f Crown 
land released to private ownership for the first time and for which the 
owner has been given a Deed o f Grant signed by the Governor. The 
term does not necessarily mean ‘granted free o f charge’ . True, some free 
grants were made to private individuals by various Governors — a few 
within our own Municipality — but none were made after 1832 except 
in fulfilment o f a Governor’s deferred promise. The new procedure 
required that Crown land be offered for sale by public auction, 
generally at the Colonial Treasury and under the direction o f the 
Colonial Treasurer, who was deemed to be acting on behalf o f Her 
Majesty, Queen Victoria.

Each forthcoming sale, with details o f Portions to be offered and 
reserve price, was advertised in a Government Proclamation about 
one month before the auction date, and the articles and conditions 
o f sale were set out in conformity with the provisions o f the relevant 
Act o f Parliament.

The main provisions o f sale were that:

1. The bidder o f the reserve price, or the highest bidder above 
it, would be declared the purchaser, provided he paid im
mediately a deposit o f ten per cent o f the purchase price 
and signed the Portion voucher which gave Lot number. 
Location (County, Parish, Town), Area (acres, roods, 
perches) and the upset price. (The auctioneer was responsible 
for recording the purchaser’s name on the voucher before 
bidding commenced for the next Portion. The Purchaser’s 
own signature ‘held’ the land for him.)

2. The balance o f money must be paid to the officer who was 
‘holding’ the land within one calendar month or the deposit 
would be forfeited and the land would again become open 
for sale.
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3. A Deed o f Grant would be issued as soon as practicable after 
payment in full and would be delivered to the grantee by the 
Colonial Treasurer on payment o f a regulated fee. Each 
Portion would be granted to the purchaser by Deed Poll, 
under the hand o f his Excellency the Governor and the Great 
Seal o f the Colony, to be held in free and common socage, 
and subject to the payment o f a Quit Rent o f one pepper
corn yearly, if demanded, and such other reservations as may 
be deemed expedient for the public benefit.

4. No purchaser must exercise any act o f ownership until he has 
paid the fuU purchase price.

The Deed o f Grant, signed by the Governor, was very ‘royal’ in 
wording. It gave similar details to those which had been entered on the 
Sale voucher but more specific details concerning the surveyed 
boundaries o f the Portion. It specified very forcibly the Government’s 
right to any o f the land or its natural resources, e.g. clay, stone, timber, 
etc. that may be required for making or repairing public ways, canails, 
railroads, etc.

The first public auction o f Crown land in Castle Cove and Middle 
Cove was held in December 1857 and the lots were advertised as 
‘Special Country Lots’ , not Suburban Lots as in the case o f most other 
parts o f the Parish o f Willoughby. The two areas had been previously 
surveyed. Castle Cove headland was divided into 17 Portions and 
Middle Cove headland into nine Portions.

At the 1857 auction only five Portions in Castle Cove — Nos. 30, 
36, 44, 46 and 48 — were sold, in each case to Dr Haynes Gibbes 
Alleyne; and only two Portions in Middle Cove — Nos. 22 and 26 — 
both to James William Bligh. Either no offer was made for the other 
Portions or bidding did not reach the upset price. These remaining 
Portions were re-advertised and applications called to purchase same at 
the upset price.

By 1878, all Portions had been sold and ownership transferred from 
the Crown to three pioneer landowners in the case o f Castle Cove and 
five in Middle Cove.

Who were these pioneer landowners who had been interested in 
acquiring large tracts o f Crown land that defied cultivation and, in 
those days, building construction? The locality was isolated, rugged and 
in most parts covered in low scrub with a shallow depth o f soil and few 
tall trees, but plenty o f large sandstone outcrops.

The Parish o f Willoughby, County o f Cumberland, Map 64-405, 
compiled, drawn and printed at the Department o f Lands, N.S.W. 
reveals that these early landowners were:
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No. o f Portions Year (s)
Landowner Purchased Purchased

CASTLE COVE

Alleyne, H. G ...................................... ____  5 ____ ____ 1858
Wilson, J. B. & Caird, G. S................ ____  3 ____ . . . .  1878
Wilson, J. B. & Ranken, J. L. C . . . ____  9 ____ ____ 1878
Reverted to C r o w n ........................... ____  3 ?  ____ . . . .  1878

MIDDLE COVE

Bligh, J. W ............................................ ____  2 ____ ____ 1858
W oodcock, George.............................. . . . .  1 . . . . ____ 1858
Bullard, W illiam ................................. . . . .  1 ____ . . . .  1878
Mallarky, Stephen.............................. . . . .  1 ____ ____ 1878
Wilson, J. B. & Caird, G. S................ . . . .  4 ____ 1878

The name o f the original landowner and the Department o f Lands’ 
map Portion No. for his land are important details in tracing the history 
o f land transactions. More details and biographical details, where these 
could be found, follow.

A. CASTLE COVE
ALLEYNE, Haynes Gibbes, M.D. (1815-1882)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area 

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

30 16 1 0 1858 South o f Boundary Street. 
Eastern Valley Way passes 
through it.

36 21 2 0 South o f Cammaray Road, 
extending to Sugarloaf 
Bay.

44 22 1 0
46 21 3 0 >> >>

48 22 -  0 >>

Total area o f  land held in Castle Cove: 103 ac 3 r O p

Dr H. G. Alleyne was a medical practitioner and public-spirited 
citizen, a progressive thinker, a good administrator and a man o f 
action. He was widely recognized as an authority on natural history, 
especially ichthyology (study o f fish) in Port Jackson, about which he 
wrote an authoritative monograph, published by the Linnean Society
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o f New South Wales. He was bom  on the island o f Barbados, West 
Indies, in 1815, son o f John Alleyne, a planter, and his wife, Joanna, 
daughter o f General Sir Fitzroy Maclean. Although seemingly vagrant 
and aimless in his early years, he commenced a course in medicine at 
Edinburgh University, Scotland before sailing for New South Wales in 
April 1839 to spend some time on his cousin’s cattle run near Yass. 
Insolvent by June 1844, he left Sydney for the Marquesas Islands 
(South Pacific) but changed his mind in New Zealand and joined a 
regiment there. He saw action in the Hone Heke War and distinguished 
himself with acts o f gallantry and his medical skill. Returning to 
Edinburgh University soon after the war was over, he gained his 
Bachelor o f Medicine in 1846 and returned shortly after to Sydney. 
On 3 July 1848 he was registered as a practitioner by the Medical Board 
o f New South Wales. In 1851 he was appointed coroner at Liverpool 
and in July 1852, health officer at Port Jackson. In the same year. 
Dr Alleyne used chloroform in a leg amputation operation, becoming 
the first doctor in New South Wedes to do so; general use o f it rapidly 
followed and before the close o f the 1850s, most operations were 
performed with this aid and doctors began to undertake surgical cases 
undreamt o f before.

Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne is best remembered for his capable and 
dedicated services as the Port Jackson heailth officer, his duties being 
mainly with immigrants. He boarded all ships from ports other than 
colonial ports, the boarding being carried out between Bradley’s Head 
and the lightship that marked the rocks still known as the ‘Sow and 
Pigs’ or, in the case o f vessels from the United States, between the 
lightship and the Heads. In bad cases o f infection the vessel had to pro
ceed to Spring Cove, to the Quarantine Station, but if only medical 
attention was required on board, the pilot was ordered to hold the 
vessel in provisional quarantine, usually at the boarding ground. 
Dr Alleyne visited the Quarantine Station at least twice weekly to 
check the health o f immigrants and consult with medical staff. In his 
conscientious way, he checked that patients were being cared for in 
accordance with his directions and properly fed. Dr Alleyne lived at 
8 Upper Fort Street, Sydney and received advice o f the arrival o f vessels 
by signal from the flagstaff built on today’s Observatory Hill. Boarding 
was carried out in an ordinary waterman’s boat, paid for by the port 
officer from a special allowance. In bad weather, it was a very risky, if 
not impossible trip to the Quarantine Station and the boarding o f 
vessels was also hazardous with the scant equipment o f those days.

Dr Alleyne spread his time and energy very widely in the medical 
field, e.g. Immigration Board o f New South Wales, member 1852-82 
and chairman 1879-80; Medical Board of New South Wales, member 
1854-82 and president 1877-82; Sydney Infirmary, an honorary 
physician 1855-73 and an honorary consulting physician 1875-82;
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Government Benevolent Asylums Board for the Infirm and Destitute, 
honorary member 1862-76; University o f  Sydney, examiner in 
medicine 1867; Medical Advisor to the Government 1876; Board o f 
Visitors to Lunatic Asylums, 1876-82; Pharmacy Board o f New South 
Wales (formed 1876), president 1877-81. As well he was responsible 
for the medical care o f boys on the training ship Vernon, probably in the 
1860s to ’70s.

Dr Alleyne was a very humane and active contributor to the welfare 
o f  society as a whole. In 1876 and 1881, he was largely responsible for 
suppressing outbreaks o f smallpox by his conscientious and responsible 
efforts. He served on many committees and gave evidence at many 
public inquiries e.g. his analyses o f  water from the Lachlan swamp to 
a select committee in 1864. His achievements are most noteworthy. 
It is fortunate that posterity has inherited a wealth o f  records on his 
service, many o f which are in the Parliamentary Votes and Proceedings 
o f  that time and in the histories o f the organisations o f which he was 
a member, e.g. Sydney Hospital (formerly Sydney Infirmary).

Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne was a bachelor, cheerful and good- 
hearted. He died on 9 September 1882, aged 6 8  years, from a sudden 
apoplectic fit, and was buried in the Church o f England section o f 
St Thomas’ Cemetery, North Sydney. He was well-known in Sydney as 
“ the curious old gentleman with the shocking bad hat, who used to 
frequent the Australia Club” ; he was a member o f the Club and for 
some time its Secretary. His association with the Municipality o f 
Willoughby is commemorated in the naming o f Alleyne Street and 
Gibbes Street, both in present-day Chatswood.

Dr Alleyne’s land was not sold until after his death. Portions 30 
and 36 were sold to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited in 1888; Portion 36 was acquired by the liquidators, 
the Association o f  North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited and later 
by the Greater Sydney Development Company Limited in January 
1921. Part o f Portion 44 and the whole o f Portion 46 were purchased 
in 1886 by Joseph Francis Cullen, a clergyman (ex-journalist), who had 
some association with Willoughby. Cullen sold Portion 46 in 1888 
to buyers who sold in 1889 to the North Shore and Middle Harbour 
Land Company Limited. He retained part o f Portion 44 but had to 
mortgage it in 1890 to some members or connections o f the Willis 
Family. By default, Cullen lost his land to the mortgagees in 1903. 
Dr Henry Hastings Willis inherited his father’s lands in 1928 and, in 
1952, became the registered proprietor o f  his mother’s lands. In the 
1960s most o f the land held by Dr Henry Hastings Willis was purchased 
by Headland Developments Pty Ltd, a Hooker Corporation subsidiary. 
Cullen had sold the other part (about half) o f Portion 44 in 1886 to a 
fellow clergyman (later an inspector o f public schools), who also lost 
his land to a mortgagee. For story see ‘The H. C. Press Estate’ .



WILSON, J. B. & CAIRD, G. S. (Tenants in common)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

31 26 2 0 1878 South o f  Boundary St
32 21 3 0 >9 99

33 24 0 0 9» South-west o f Kendall Rd

(a) WILSON, John Bowie, M.L.A. (1820-1883)

The Hon. J. B. Wilson, M.L.A. was Secretary o f Lands for the 
periods: October 1863-February 1865; January 1866-October 1868; 
and December 1870-May 1872, and, in this position and others, he was 
a public man o f some prominence, leaving his name, if not his signature, 
on countless notices, proclamations and documents.

J. B. Wilson was bom  at Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland, on 17 June 1820, 
the third son o f the Rev. John Wilson, D.D. and was educated at Irvine 
and at the Edinbui^h and Aberdeen Universities. He migrated to 
Australia at the age o f twenty, arriving in Sydney in July 1840.

After engaging in squatting pursuits in the Monaro district for some 
eight years (it is thought on the stations o f the late Colonel Mackenzie), 
he returned to Scotland, but not for long. Restlessness caused him to 
join his brother, a medical practitioner in the United States o f America, 
whom he assisted for some three years. (It has been recorded that John 
Bowie Wilson studied medicine at Aberdeen University but did not 
take a degree.) Estranged from his father’s religion in adolescence, he 
developed a lifelong interest in spiritualism and dabbled in phrenology.

In 1854, in his early thirties, he re-emigrated to Australia and became 
an unsuccessful, but very popular gold-digger. He then began to practise 
hydropathy and to call himself doctor. On 9 July 1859, at Braidwood, 
he married Julia, daughter o f Thomas Bell, and in that year won the 
Goldfields South seat for the Legislative Assembly. He was re-elected 
in 1860.

J. B. Wilson was an ultra-radical and a strange breed o f politician. 
He was a liberal but, nevertheless, very hostile to the liberal government 
at every opportunity. He could speak fluently, and sometimes forcibly, 
but rsirely appropriately. His appearance was uncouth and awkward. 
Wilson soon became obsessed by a desire to abolish all state aid to 
religion and yet, in 1862, he opposed (Sir) Charles Cowper’s successful 
bill to do so, arguing that it did not go far enough. The subject o f 
church and school lands and his persistent views on same, brought 
him into prominent notice. Late in 1863 he joined the conservative 
(Sir) James Martin’s ministry as Secretary for Lands. In 1864, at the 
general elections, he won the rural seat o f Patrick Plains. Again,



Secretary for Lands in the Martin-Parkes coalition in 1866-68, Wilson 
tried to favour squatters in whose social circle he sometimes moved and 
was active in improving the city’s recreation areas. In the 1869 elections 
he was defeated in two country electorates, but in 1870 won the by- 
election for East Sydney. He again became Secretary for Lands in the 
1870-72 Martin-Robertson ministry, but was defeated in the 1872 
elections and withdrew from politics, putting his experience to good 
use as a land agent, with George Ranken. All Portions o f land in Castle 
Cove Emd Middle Cove were purchased at the upset price after he had 
closed his political career. In Castle Cove, nine Portions were bought 
jointly with J. L. C. Ranken (q.v.).

While in Parliament he had maintained radical connections e.g. 
advising the eight-hour movement on tactics. He had also been very 
active in the temperance movement and was for some time an office
bearer. Before his retirement from politics, he successfully applied for 
permission to retain the title ‘Honorable’ and wear the uniform o f an 
executive councillor after he ceased to hold office, but was chided by 
the Secretary o f State for the Colonies for his over-eagemess in 
applying for the honour while in office. In retirement, he had interests 
in mining ventures and for some three years conscientiously attended 
meetings o f the Sydney, City and Suburban Sewage and Health Board 
and was a member o f the royal commission on oyster culture. He also 
headed a commission to report on Lord Howe Island, the findings and 
recommendations o f which were much criticised after his death.

The Hon. John Bowie Wilson died on 30 April 1883 and was survived 
by his second wife, Elizabeth, nee Gowing, whom he had married on 
5 July 1873 at Strathbogie, New England. There were four daughters 
from the first marriage and a son and daughter from the second, all o f 
whom survived him. He remained an active free-thinker to his death 
and is credited with being the first president o f the Liberal Association 
o f New South Wales (1882). He was buried without religious rites in 
the Unitarian section o f Rookwood Cemetery, after a service at the 
Necropolis at which Charles Bright gave an address in keeping with 
J. B. Wilson’s belief in spiritualism.

After his death, one half-share in each Portion naturally went to 
George Sutherland Caird; the other half was left to a small group of 
Wilson’s beneficiaries. In 1888, all parties sold their land to Andrew 
Armstrong a land agent. (See ‘Cammaray Estate’ .)

(b ) CAIRD, George Sutherland (1829-1901)

Caird was a Scotchman, as was John Bowie Wilson, and also went to 
the same university as Wilson, but it is not known whether they knew 
each other in Scotland. Caird was nearly nine years younger than 
Wilson.



George Sutherland Caird was a merchant, born on 5 October 1829 
at Greenock, Scotland, the fourth son o f John Caird, partner and 
manager o f the engineering firm o f Caird & Co., and his wife Janet, 
daughter o f Robert Young o f Paisley. He was educated at Greenock 
Grammar School and the University o f Edinburgh and was one o f a 
gifted family. His eldest brother, John, became principal o f the 
University o f Glasgow and his youngest brother, Edward, achieved 
distinction as a philosopher and became master o f Balliol College, 
Oxford. George Sutherland Caird was also active in fostering higher 
learning, as will be seen from his generous donations to the University 
o f Sydney. He, himself, did not seek prominence in public life and was 
not active in politics as was his joint landowner, John Bowie Wilson.

He arrived in Australia in 1856 and very soon afterwards founded the 
mercsmtile firm o f Caird, Paterson & Co., 14 Wynyard Square, which 
became Caird, Maxwell & Co. o f Bridge Street, Sydney. He also became 
a director o f the Mercantile Bank o f Sydney, The Sydney Marine 
Assurance Co., the Perpetual Trustee Co., the New South Wales Shale 
and Oil Co., and director and chairman o f the Scottish Widows’ Life 
Assurance Co. In later years he devoted himself to mining interests 
and helped in opening up the Chillagoe country in north Queensland.

He was a member and, later, a trustee o f the Union Club and an 
office-bearer o f the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. He was offered, but 
declined, a seat in the Legislative Council. In 1886 he donated £1,000 
to the University o f Sydney for a scholarship in chemistry, and other 
donations were made in 1918 by his younger daughter, and under her 
will in 1923. From 1880-84 he was a member o f the Royal Society o f 
New South Wales.

He married Elizabeth Richardson, youngest daughter o f Thomas 
Raine at St Michael’s Church, Surry Hills on 24 July 1860. There were 
two sons and two daughters o f the marriage. The eldest son succeeded 
his father in the firm and became a prominent businessman. The 
younger son died at the age o f twenty-one. The eldest daughter became 
Mrs Aird; the younger daughter did not marry. George Sutherland Caird 
died at his residence, ‘Lillingstone’ , Ocean Street, Woollahra on 9 Oc
tober 1901 and was buried in the Church o f England section o f 
Rookwood Cemetery.



WILSON, J. B. & RAN KEN, J. L. C. (Tenants in common)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

34 51 0 0 1878 South o f  Boundary St, 
— extends east.

35 49 0 0 >5 Adjoins Portion 34 to 
south.

37 43 0 0 >> Adjoins Portion 35 to 
north — extends east.

38 21 2 0 >> Adjoins Portion 37 to 
north and extends south 
to North Arm (now 
Castle Cove), Sugarloaf 
Bay.

39 21 0 0 Adjoins Portions 37, 38, 
40, 41 and extends south.

40 22 2 0 )) Adjoins Portions 37, 39, 
41, 42, 43 — lies on north 
side o f headland.

41 20 3 0 >» Adjoins Portions 39, 
40, 41 — lies on south 
side o f headland.

42 21 2 0 5> Adjoins 4 0 ,4 1 ,4 3 , 44 
— lies on south side o f 
headland.

43 20 3 0 >> Adjoins 40, 42, 44 & 
Little Sugarloaf (now 
Yeoland Sugarloaf) — 
lies on north side o f 
headland.

Total area o f land held in Castle Cove: 271 ac

(a) WILSON, John Bowie, M.L.A. (1820-1883)

For biographical details see ‘WILSON, J. B. & CAIRD, G. S. (Tenants 
in common)’ in this Section.

J. B. Wilson and J. L. C. Ranken were the joint owners o f the 
Portions listed above at time o f Wilson’s death in April 1883. John 
Logan Campbell Ranken retained the right to half-share in each 
Portion the other half was divided among a small group o f Wilson’s 
beneficiaries in February 1888. By September 1888 all parties had sold 
to Andrew Armstrong, a land agent. (See ‘Cammaray Estate’ .)
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(b ) RANKEN, John Logan Campbell

Very little is known about J. L. C. Ranken compared with his 
brother, George, who was a surveyor, pastoralist, public servant and 
writer. John was probably bom  in Ayrshire, Scotland — the same area 
as John Bowie Wilson — and was a son o f Thomas Ranken, solicitor, 
and his wife Jean Campbell nee Logan, and a nephew o f George and 
Arthur Ranken o f  Bathurst.

John Ranken and J. B. Wilson had a stock and station agency in 
Sydney in the 1870s and were joined by brother George Ranken after 
his discharge from the Public Service. From a biographical write-up on 
George in th e  Australian Dictionary o f  Biography, one gathers that John 
established a surveying business at Young in the 1880s and was joined 
by his brother, George.

The Tip o f  the Headland (Castle Cove) See ‘Parks and Reserves, Castle 
Cove’ .

B. MIDDLE COVE

BLIGH, James William (1810-1869)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

22 30 0 0 1858 Eastern Valley Way (east 
side). Por. 22 just north 
o f  Sugarloaf Creek;

26 29 2 0 Por. 26 further north — 
Greenfield Ave passes 
through it.

James William Bligh also bought Portions o f Crown land in Castle- 
crag, Northbridge, Willoughby, Bantry Bay and Seaforth. In the latter 
area there is Bligh Crescent and Bligh Park, both o f which are named 
after him. Many people affirm he was distantly related to William Bligh, 
an early Governor o f New South Wales, but there is no evidence to 
support their statement.

James William Bligh was bom  in 1810, at Bodwin, Cornwall, 
England, son o f John Martyn Bligh and Mary (nee Hocken). His father 
was a conveyancer and steward to several large estates. James studied 
law and was admitted on 12 January 1833 as an attorney o f the Court 
King’s Bench, at 23 years o f age. His father died the following year and 
his mother decided to move with her large family to Launceston, near 
the Devonshire border. James elected to continue in his legal practice
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in Bodwin and seems to have assumed some responsibility for his 
younger brother, Henry Hocken whom he took with him to Paris in 
1837 and later brought with him to Australia.

James did not enjoy good health and was in need o f a warmer 
climate. In 1839, on medical advice, he closed his practice and came to 
Australia, bringing with him two sisters. May and Anne, and his 
younger brother, Henry Hocken — the same who later became a pioneer 
landowner in Northbridge and Mayor o f the Municipality o f North 
Willoughby in 1869 and 1871. They all disembarked in Adelaide in 
November or December 1839. One sister. May, had married a passenger 
on the journey out and soon decided to return to England with her 
husband. The other sister, Anne, later went to Tasmania as a governess 
and married there. As Adelaide did not appear to hold the oppor
tunities that James sought, he decided to travel on to Sydney and to 
leave Henry Hocken, for the time being, in Adelaide to further his 
schooling.

From Sydney, James took a shipment o f cattle to Wellington (at that 
time Port Nicholson), N.Z., and then went to Tasmania to attend his 
sister’s wedding, together with Henry whom he had arranged should 
meet him there. After the wedding, it was decided that Henry should 
not return to Adelaide but should accompany James to Sydney and 
thence to Bathurst, where James commenced practice as a solicitor on 
13 November 1841 and Henry continued his education and assisted 
with office and household duties, as James was a bachelor without 
servants.

In the mid-1840s, the pioneer solicitor in Bathurst, Gilbert Wright, 
ceased to practise. It was gazetted on 11 August 1843 that “ James 
William Bligh has been appointed Collector o f Quit Rents for the Police 
District o f Carcoar, Bathurst and Wellington in the room of Gilbert 
Wright” . James employed a partner, Willoughby Dowling, and when 
Henry returned from Sydney in 1844-45, after attending Sydney 
College for about two years, he was articled to James. However, when 
the partner died in 1849, the full burden o f the practice fell on James 
whose health continued to be very precarious, so James decided not to 
stay in Bathurst for very much longer. He relinquished his practice in 
1851-52 because o f ill-health and his brother’s disinclination to make a 
career in the legal field. He turned his attention to politics and Henry 
went to Carcoar to try his hand at sheep-farming.

James w£is elected to represent Bathurst in the first Legislative 
Council o f N.S.W. on 13 May 1856 and took his seat on 22 May 1856. 
He resigned on 23 May 1859. However, he had been a member o f the 
old Legislative Council from 1851-56. While in Parliament he bought 
land at Cooks River, Sydney and lived there for a time. He later sold 
this land and bought large tracts o f Crown land in the areas mentioned 
above. In October 1861 he went abroad with his married sister from



Tasmania and a friend and it is thought he visited Europe as well as 
England. He later returned to Sydney.

Although he had not been a resident landowner in the Borough of 
North Willoughby, he was elected Chairman to the first Council o f the 
Municipality o f North Willoughby in 1865 (after 1868 the title 
Chairman was chEmged to Mayor). He was re-elected Chairman in 1866 
and 1867. He resigned from Council from the end o f 1867 because his 
health had deteriorated further and he was not a resident o f the 
Municipality. He died on 1 December 1869 at Macleay Street, 
W oolloomooloo, o f spinal disease resulting in paralysis. He was buried 
at St Thomas’ Cemetery. His brother Henry Hocken Bligh inherited 
his land.

As Leslie Charles Forsyth has said, “ James William Bligh could be 
given the title o f ‘Father o f the Municipality’ for, without doubt, he 
guided it through its formative years and laid a sound basis for its 
administration during three years he was its Chairman’ ’ . The infant 
Municipality o f North Willoughby was most fortunate, indeed, in 
having as first Chairman o f Council, a man with good administrative 
ability, sound legal knowledge, parliamentary experience and high 
integrity.

Local maps indicate that a T. Forsyth had purchased Portion 22 by 
1883 and had sold it to the North Shore and Middle Harbour Land 
CompEmy Limited by 1890. A Certificate o f Title in the Land Titles 
Office records ownership o f the residue o f land in 1912 to Thomas 
Todd Forsyth, tanner. Portion 26 was bought by a Chinaman, Chen Ah 
Teak (or Ateak), in 1882. (See ‘Chinese Market Gardens’ .)

BULLARD, William

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

20 15 2 0 1878 Eastern Valley Way (east 
side), almost opposite 
McClelland St.

Unfortunately, no biographical details could be found on William 
Bullard.

Portion 20 was auctioned but not taken, on 31 December 1857. 
William BuUard o f  Cavendish Street Petersham later applied to purchase 
it at the upset price and his application was granted and signed 5 Feb
ruary 1878.

By October 1878, the land had been sold to Francis Stack o f 
Willoughby who sold to James Forsyth, the pioneer tanner o f 
Willoughby, in November o f the same year. JEunes Forsyth held the



land for some nine and a half years then sold to the North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited in October 1888. When 
the latter Company went into liquidation, the land passed into the 
hands o f the Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited 
(August 1902). The Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board 
(now Water Board) possessed part o f the land in November 1909 and 
the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited later became 
owners o f the residue. Civil & Civic Pty Ltd, under the Chairmanship 
o f Gerardus J. Dusseldorp, took over their residue.

MALLARKY, Stephen (sometimes listed as MULLARKY)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

27 25 2 0 1878 Victoria Ave (east end), 
partly in Middle Cove, 
partly in Willoughby.

Stephen Mallarky was a lithographic draftsman from George Street 
Redfem. He sold his Portion in April 1888 to Charles Arthur Moresby 
Billyard o f St Leonards, who sold it in October o f the same year to the 
North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited. In 1902 
it was acquired by the Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders 
Limited and in 1920 by the Greater Sydney Development Association 
Limited.

Mallarky evidently had a house on the property, because Council’s 
Minutes o f 1887 state that a portion o f Victoria Avenue should be 
“ opened up to let traffic in to Mr Mallarky’s house and 25 acres” . 
There is no evidence to confirm that he lived there permanently.

WILSON, J. B. & CAIRO, G. S. (Tenants in common)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

21 21 0 0 1878 Eastern Valley Way (east
23 32 0 0 »> side) covering the area
24 53 0 0 north, south and east to
25 43 0 0 J? tip o f headland

Biographical details o f  both John Bowie Wilson and George 
Sutherland CAIRD have been given previously in this Section.

When Wilson died in April 1883, George Sutherland Caird retained 
the right to half-share in each Portion. The other half was divided



among a small group o f Wilson’s beneficiaries in February 1888. By 
September 1888 all parties had sold to Andrew Armstrong, a land 
agent. (See Cammaray Estate.)

WOODCOCK, George (181 ? -l869)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

28 22 2 0 1858 Cnr Victoria Ave (north 
side) and Warrane Rd.

George Woodcock was a surgeon, with consulting rooms in 
101 Liverpool Street, Sydney. He was registered by the Medical Board 
o f  New South Wales in 1852 and was a member o f the Royal College 
o f Surgeons, England, from 1839 and a Licentiate o f the Society o f 
Apothecaries o f London from 1840 until his death in Sydney on 
26 June 1869. He left all his personal effects and real estate to his wife, 
Mary.

His wife sold Portion 28 to Henry Owen, tanner, o f  North Sydney 
in September 1874. On 26 September 1905, the then Water & Sewerage 
Board acquired 20 ac 2 r 16 p for the Septic Tank Extension System.

CHINESE MARKET GARDENS

The only known Chinese market gardens in Castle Cove were at the 
south-east junction o f Eastern Valley Way and Boundary Street 
adjacent to the St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church (q.v.). The Chinese 
were cultivating the gardens up to 1948 when they were forced to 
evacuate because o f sale negotiations. The land was part o f a grant to 
Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne (q.v.) in 1858, which the Greater Sydney 
Development Association acquired in 1920.

A larger and more widely known area o f Chinese market gardens was 
in the present suburb o f Middle Cove on the east side o f Eastern Valley 
Way, north o f McClelland Street and south o f Victoria Avenue. They 
were owned by Chen Ah Teak, who purchased in 1882 the entire grant 
o f 29 ac 2 r (Portion 26, given in the Rate Books as 30 acres) made 
to James William Bligh in 1858. He erected a weatherboard house 
and employed several Chinese gardeners from among the Chinese 
population already in Australia. The area was virgin bush, rugged and 
rocky as is indicated by the grounds o f Glenaeon School which once 
formed part o f Chen Ah Teak’s land. It is thought that he cultivated 
only the areas bordering Eastern Valley Way (then Victoria Avenue) 
and extending eastwards along a tributary o f Scott’s Creek. Chen Ah 
Teak remained owner until 1896 and was followed by Quong Lee for



the period 1897-99. From 1900 the land passed to the English, Scottish 
and Australian (E.S.A.) Bank but the Chinese continued to cultivate it 
under the supervision o f a Chinese head gardener until 1908 when a 
Willoughby identity, Thomas Ackling, purchased the property.

Chen Ah Teak owned other lands at Botany, Gordon, Pennant Hills 
and Pearce’s Comer. He married a white lady and brought up a family 
in Australia, he spoke English fluently and often acted as interpreter 
for his countrymen. He was called to give evidence before the N.S.W. 
Royal Commission on Alleged Chinese Gambling and Immorality and 
Charges o f  Bribery, appointed 1891.

Another group o f Chinese market gardeners cultivated the northern 
banks o f Sugarloaf Creek on land leased from Thomas Todd Forsyth. 
They were there in 1883 and continued gardening until about 1920.

MIDDLE HARBOUR IN THE NEWS, 1877-1916

The crossing o f Long Bay by stuntman 
Henri (Harry) L’Estrange in 1877

This feat o f Henri L ’Estrange, more often referred to as Henry or 
Harry, created widespread interest in 1877 and was much publicised in 
local and overseas newspapers.

Despite his French name, Henri L ’Estrange was born in the 
Melbourne suburb o f Fitzroy in the mid-1840s. After serving his time 
in travelling shows and a circus or two, he billed himself as The 
Australian Blondin’ . In 1859 and 1860, French tightrope-walker 
Charles Blondin made world headlines when he crossed Niagara Falls 
on a number o f occasions, once blindfolded, once carrying a man on his 
back, once trundling a wheelbarrow and, for a big finish, cooking an 
omelet on a stove at the halfway mark.

Stimulated by intense public interest in these feats, Australian 
Blondins sprouted everywhere but none was more confident and 
businesslike than Henri L ’Estrange. By 1876 he was in Sydney and, 
during January and February 1877, spent a lot o f time scouting the 
reaches o f Middle Harbour, at that time timbered and sparsely 
populated. Early in March 1877 came the first o f many dramatic and 
extravagant advertisements about his proposed stunt. Harry L’Estrange 
was to walk a tightrope over Middle Harbour! Actually it was over 
Long Bay, o ff Middle Harbour. Certain statistics were highlighted — 
the distance (430 m) would be greater than Blondin had ever walked 
and the height (105 m) double that at Niagara. The big day was to have 
been 31 March but this was later postponed to 14 April 1877. Harry 
had a trial run on 29 March before a group o f important guests who 
were amazed at the coolness o f this adventurous gymnast.
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L Estrange made sure that public interest remained at fever pitch. 
Strategically placed ‘leaks’ appeared daily and the canny stuntman 
chartered, in advance, twenty-one steamers to take crowds from 
Circular Quay and to offload them on makeshift wharves at the foot o f 
the cliffs.

April 14th dawned fine and hot and it kept getting hotter. Long Bay 
was literally choked with boats with about 8 ,0 0 0  paying customers. 
Thousands more went overland from St Leonards and were hit for 
admission by a small army o f Harry’s collectors. It is estimated he 
cleared £25,000 on the day. At a repeat performance four days later, 
before the Governor and his party, several steamers were engaged and 
about 2,000 witnessed the event. The third and last performance took 
place on 21 April 1877, there being only four steamers and several 
hundreds o f spectators on that day.

This feat took place before there was a bridge across Long Bay and 
therefore before the hillsides were dotted with houses. With the lapse 
o f time there seems no better way to recapture the frenzied excitement 
o f the day and the very widespread interest in Harry L ’Estrange’s stunt 
than to quote an eye-witness’s account as recorded in the Sydney Morning 
Herald, 16.4.1877:

L ’ESTRANGE’S ROPE-WALK OVER MIDDLE HARBOUR

It cannot be said that Blondin is unrivalled as a rope walker now that Mr. H. 
LEstrange has so successfully completed two performances on the hempen 
pathway over Middle Harbour.
We have already reported one which took place two or three weeks ago in the 
presence o f  a few friends, and especially with the object o f  demonstrating the 
bona fides o f  the affair.
A day was fixed fo r  a more public exhibition, but the weather proving 
unfavourable, it was postponed until Saturday afternoon, when it came o f f  
successfully in the presence o f  thousands o f  spectators. Every necessary 
preparation had been made for  the event. The following steamers were 
engaged for the conveyance o f  visitors, namely. Emu, Sapphire, Collaroy, 
Kiama, Goolwa, Prince Alfred, Quandong, Daisy, Houriki, Mystery, Phantom, 
Agenoria, Victoria, Violet, Manly, Omeo, Britannia, Empress o f  India, 
Leipoa, Pelican, Monaro, and, in addition to these, several other steamers 
were laid on by their owners to visit the scene o f  attraction with the view to 
make money. Before 1 o'clock several o f  the steamers filled up with passen
gers for the trip. Shortly afterwards a vast crowd o f  people gathered at 
the Circular Quay, which gave it quite a holiday aspect. The steamers were 
quickly crowded with passengers; and, though twenty one had been engaged, 
the result proved that there were none too many. Notwithstanding the 
counter-attraction o f  the Exhibition and the races, fully 8000 persons 
must have been conveyed to Middle Harbour. This was exclusive o f  some
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thousands, at least, who went by land from St. Leonards, and most o f  whom 
paid the collectors who were stationed at different points along the road. 
These for the most part took up a position on the western shore o f  the 
harbour, and thence had a capital view o f  L'Estrange’s feat. As many o f  the 
passengers by the steamers as desired to go on shore were landed on the 
eastern side o f  the harbour; several thousands availed themselves o f  the 
opportunity, and clambered up the precipitous and rocky slope to the best 
positions from which the rope could be seen. There were one or two 
publicans’ booths and several refreshment stalls erected for the supply o f  
liquors and refreshments; and not a few  were apparently glad to refresh 
themselves after a toilsome scramble in the glaring sun up the sides o f  the 
hill. The heat was intense, and we could not but envy the comfortable 
quarters which those on the other side o f  the water appeared to enjoy under 
the shade o f  the hillside. Below the harbour was literally covered with steam
ers and boats o f  all kinds, all more or less occupied by people. The Young 
Australian band and the Albion brass band played on either shore, while the 
band o f  Cooper and Bailey’s International Show was on board the Collaroy. 
Everything being ready, precisely at 4 o ’clock L ’Estrange came out o f  his 
tent on the eastern shore, dressed in a dark tunic and a red cap and turban. 
Without hesitation or delay, he stepped on to the narrow rope, and, with his 
heavy balancing-pole, at once set out on his journey across the lofty pathway. 
As has been before stated, the rope is stretched across the harbour at a great 
altitude, the width apparently being three hundred yards. A t the western end 
it is higher than at the eastern, and as the weight o f  the rope causes a dip in 
the centre, the western end is at a considerable incline. Starting o f f  amidst 
the cheers o f  the spectators, L ’Estrange walked fearlessly at the rate o f  eighty 
steps to a minute across the rope, until he reached a spliced part near the 
centre, some twenty feet in length, which he passed more deliberately. Then 
he stood on his right foot, with his left resting against his right leg. This feat 
being safely accomplished, he dropped on to his knee, and afterwards sat 
down and waved his handkerchief to the crowd o f  spectators. N ext he lay 
on his back along the rope. Resuming the sitting posture, he took out a small 
telescope and for a moment or two surveyed the onlookers, who warmly 
applauded his performances. Raising the balancing pole, he lifted one fo o t  on 
to the rope, then the other, and continued his walk. He took a few steps 
backward and then proceeded up the inclined part o f  the rope steadily to 
the western shore, at the slower speed o f  about sixty steps a minute, the 
rope swaying considerably as he went. The remaining part o f  the distance 
was safely traversed, the last few steps being walked more quickly; and the 
intrepid performer stepped on ‘terra firma’ amidst the enthusiastic cheers 
o f  the spectators, the inspiriting strains o f  the bands o f  music, and the shrill 
whistling o f  the steamers. Within ten seconds the journey was performed in 
fifteen minutes, including the time spent in the performances on the centre 
o f  the rope. It should also be mentioned that as L ’Estrange walked he had the 
sun shining brightly in his face.



Directly after the performance was over there was a rush for the steamers. 
The temporary wharf was kept by a body o f  the metropolitan police, under 
the direction o f  sub-inspector Johnson, who rendered effective service in 
preventing the overcrowding o f  the gangways. One or two persons g o t a 
ducking, but we did not hear o f  any more serious accident. Before all the 
steamers had left, L "Estrange appeared in a six-pair gig, rowed by a crew o f  
the Mercantile Rowing Club from the other shore, and was enthusiastically 
cheered. Middle Harbour has not such a world-wide reputation as Niagara, 
but there is no doubt that the man who has nerve to cross the one would 
find no difficulty in crossing the other at an elevation from which a fall in 
either case would be equally fatal. LEstrange appears to lack none o f  that 
daring or skill which has made Blondin famous throughout the world since 
he first crossed Niagara in 1859, and as he has the advantage o f  youth, he 
will probably prove the successor in this particular line o f  entertainment to 
the renowned Canadian. LEstrange was born in Fitzroy, near Melbourne, 
Victoria, and is apparently from thirty to thirty-five years o f  age. He has 
been about two years practising the business o f  rope-walking. Another 
performance is advertised to take place on Wednesday afternoon next.

THE CAMMARAY ESTATE, 1886

The first estate on the Castle Cove and Middle Cove peninsulas to 
be formed and advertised for sale was the Cammaray Estate in 1886 
(Torrens title), owned by Andrew Armstrong, J.P., a land and 
parliamentary agent o f Walker Street, St Leonards (now North Sydney) 
and Bridge Street, Sydney. Armstrong purchased all grants made jointly 
to John Bowie Wilson and George Sutherland Caird (q.v.) and those 
made jointly to J. B. Wilson and John Logan Campbell Ranken (q.v.) 
in 1878. In all, the Estate comprised about 500 acres, most o f Castle 
Cove and Middle Cove.

The survey map (q.v.) done by Andrew Innés Liddell, Civil Engineer 
& Licensed Surveyor o f George Street, Sydney shows the positioning o f 
eight roads in Castle Cove, each named after a Central North township 
in New South Wales, an area which Andrew Armstrong knew very well. 
The roads were: Awaba, Corro bare, Kendall, Munmorah, Pokolbin, 
Teralba, Wallarah and Wyong. Kendall Road is the only one that has 
survived and its route is similar to that originally planned. Corrobare 
Road became Cammaray Road (later cut back and partly replaced by 
Hooker Corporation) and the eastern end o f Teralba Road appeared on 
some street directory maps prior to 1930.

The roads in Middle Cove were: Cawarrah (which has survived in 
name and is similar in route today), Congewai, Kooree, Narara, 
Tumbiumbi, Vanco and Wilson. Apart from Wilson Road which 
encircled the headland and was named, appropriately, after John Bowie 
Wilson, part-owner o f all the original grants comprising the Estate,



and Kooree Road, meaning ‘Australian Aboriginal’, all other roads were 
named after northern towns o f  New South Wales.

Lots varied in area from below one acre up to ten acres but most 
were between one and two acres. It seems that Armstrong named his 
Estate after the Aboriginal group that had inhabited the area — the 
Camaraigals (various spellings).

According to Council’s Rate Books, Armstrong only sold a few Lots, 
some to family or relations. Realising that the poor response was largely 
due to lack o f transport access to the Estate and that all Middle 
Harbour landowners were suffering accordingly, he originated, together 
with James Alexander Brown, the idea o f building an extension to the 
existing cable tramway operating between Milsons Point and Ridge 
Street, St Leonards (North Sydney), the extension to connect the 
Cammaray Estate with Milsons Point. The proposed northern route is 
shown on the survey plan; branch lines into Northbridge, Castlecrag 
and Castle Cove peninsulas were to be built, thereby increasing the 
value of land on each o f the peninsulas. The time to initiate the 
proposed scheme seemed favourable and the Government looked to the 
private sector to finance public transport undertakings.

After some lobbying, Andrew Armstrong decided to form the 
Cammaray Estate Land Company, to be registered under the 
Companies Act, to buy his 500 acre Estate, less thirteen acres which he 
wished to reserve for residence, and to clear the land, form streets, 
build wharves, etc. and otherwise improve the Estate for market. The 
directors were: Russell Bzirton, M.P., John S. Hawthorne, M.P., John 
Kidd, M.P., Benjamin Jenkins, J.P., Mayor o f St Leonards, and Andrew 
Armstrong, J.P. £4,000 o f the capital o f £48,000 was to be used to buy 
shares in a company in course o f formation which had already applied 
for Legislative authority to effect the connection with the St Leonards 
Government cable tramway. From these events flowed action to build 
the said tramway and a bridge over Flat Rock gully. The history o f each 
venture is given in this Booklet; see ‘Willoughby and Gordon Tramway’ 
and ‘Suspension Bridge’ .

NORTH SHORE PIONEER 
INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION, 1886

The North Shore Pioneer Industrial Exhibition, a forerunner of 
Sydney’s Royal Easter Show, was held at the Blue Street Public School, 
St Leonards (now North Sydney), during the June school vacation, for 
one week commencing 19 June 1886. Its purpose was to display to 
Sydney citizens the industries and resources o f the North Shore and 
raise funds for a much-needed cottage hospital to be built at St Leon
ards (the forerunner o f today’s Royal North Shore Hospital).

The idea for the Exhibition originated with Frank B. Treatt, a



civic-minded citizen o f Ashley Street, Chatswood, and Chief Clerk, 
Immigration Office, Sydney. A public meeting in September 1885 
endorsed his idea and many prominent citizens, full o f enthusiasm for 
the project, became committee members. Several parliamentarians, 
including Sir Henry Parkes, were vice-presidents. Chairman o f the 
Ceremonial Committee was William Henry Tulloh and Andrew 
Armstrong was Chairman o f the Industrial Directorate. Rear-Admiral 
George Try on was President and the Governor, Lord Carrington, 
agreed to be patron.

As the Exhibition would be the first exposition yet held o f the 
industries and resources o f the North Shore district, it was decided to 
adopt the term ‘Pioneer’ and the promoters hoped it would be the 
prelude to “ others o f a more comprehensive and elaborate, if not more 
useful, description” . Other stated aims were to stimulate the develop
ment o f fresh industries, “ to assist in the education o f the young” , 
and “ to foster the union o f Art and Labor” .

Prizes were offered for entries in each o f the eight main sections — 
agriculture, horticulture, manufacturing, education, arts, crafts, and 
general exhibits.

The Exhibition attracted a large range o f high quality entries which 
were displayed throughout the school in different ‘courts’ . Among the 
prizewinners was Andrew Armstrong who was a successful competitor 
in two categories Best Collection o f Dried Ferns grown in the Parish 
o f Willoughby and Best Collection o f Amateur Fretwork produced by 
a North Shore Exhibitor. Among the school pupils who competed was 
Alfred Archibald, o f the Chatswood Public School, who gained a special 
prize for a map o f Australasia. Examples o f pottery exhibited by the 
Phoenix Pottery Company, W. Holford & Son, and Messrs Mashman 
and Sandison were highly praised as “ quite equal, in many respects to 
articles o f a similar class imported from home” . According to a con
temporary report: “ many other very praiseworthy and interesting 
exhibits were shown, the Exhibition, as a whole, reflecting credit on 
the resources and industries o f the district, the excellence and advanced 
stage o f which were well shown through the medium o f this 
exposition” .

The charge for admission was one shilling (2/6 on opening day), 
and the Exhibition was open daily from 3.00 pm to 10.00 pm. Trams 
which brought most o f  the visitors, stopped at the gate o f the school. 
The Exhibition was a great success, with crowds o f visitors every 
afternoon and evening examining the exhibits or standing in the court
yard listening to the music. Brass bands played in the afternoon for 
their entertainment and in the evening there were orchestral concerts. 
On Monday night, June 28th, a popular promenade concert and a 
special display o f fireworks — ‘coloured fires’ — marked the conclusion 
o f this very successful North Shore Pioneer Industrial Exhibition.



WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON TRAMWAY

In the mid-1880s there was considerable agitation among residents 
o f the North Sydney area for transport to the city. In May 1886 in 
response to this demand, a government-owned cable tramway began 
operating between Ridge Street and Milsons Point where passengers 
could catch the ferry to the business district o f Sydney. Landowners 
further north talked o f an extension to the tramway. Two o f them, 
Andrew Armstrong, land and parliamentary agent, and landowner 
James Alexander Brown conceived a bold scheme to extend the line as 
far north as the Parish o f Gordon (now East Roseville), crossing the 
head o f Long Bay gully by means o f  a new high-level bridge.

As the line required parliamentary approval, the two men applied 
to the N.S.W. Parliament in 1886 for leave to introduce a Bill to 
construct and maintain such a tramway. The line would commence at 
the existing Ridge Street terminus o f the St Leonards Cable Tramway 
then travel along Miller Street in a northerly direction to Long Bay, 
then through North Willoughby to Mowbray Road, McClelland Street, 
Victoria Avenue and Albert Street (now Boundary Street).

It would cross areas o f land owned by Michael McMahon, James 
Alexander Brown, Sir Alexander Stuart, Richard Harnett and Thomas 
Todd Forsyth, all o f whom were in sympathy with the scheme. Richard 
Harnett believed the scheme would greatly increase the value o f land 
near the tramway, raising it from £120 per acre to £500. At that time 
his land was accessible only by making a long detour. It was clear that 
all landowners near the proposed route expected to make a very great 
profit once the tramway was constructed.

Completion time was estimated at five years. It was an ambitious 
project for the line was a long one — 3 miles 16 chains — and crossed 
very difficult country. A cable tramway was proposed with a gauge of 
4 ft 8I/2 in. It was estimated to cost £62,000 with a further £5,000 for 
the bridge. Capital was to be raised by floating a company consisting 
principally o f the landowners concerned, the promoters then transfer
ring their interest to the new company.

As local council approval was also necessary, James Alexander 
Brown addressed the North Willoughby Council at its meeting in 
November 1886 detailing the scheme and urging their support. A 
meeting with the neighbouring St Leonards Council followed and both 
councils signified their approval.

In 1887 the Bill was back before Parliament with a request for a 
slight deviation in the original route. The tramway was now to be 
electric and the cost revised downwards to £20,000. The bridge was 
still estimated at £5,000, the money to come from private subscription. 
The Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act was passed on 13 July 1887. 
It allowed the promoters. Brown and Armstrong, four years in which to



complete the project and gave them the right to fix fares and tolls, as 
well as making them responsible for any claims o f negligence or 
impropriety. The government would have the power to purchase the 
tramway at market value.

After the passing o f the Act, the promoters assigned their rights in 
1888 to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited 
which was formed with capital o f  £500,000 o f which two-thirds was 
paid up. Chairman was Charles Arthur M. Billyard-Leake, David Wilson 
weis a director and James Edmund F. Coyle was the company engineer. 
At the time o f its formation, the company’s assets were more than 100 
acres o f land in Willoughby.

At this same time, the Cammaray Estate Land Company Limited 
was created by Andrew Armstrong and B. Jenkins, Mayor of 
St Leonards, with capital o f £48,000. The aim o f the company was to 
buy 500 acres o f land in Willoughby from a single vendor, Andrew 
Armstrong. This tract o f land had nearly four miles o f frontage to 
Middle Harbour and is now covered by Castle Cove and Middle Cove. 
A further aim was to empower the directors to buy 4,000 one pound 
shares in the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company which 
would have the immediate effect o f  rendering the land salable at a 
large profit. “ The Tramway will make the land directly accessible and 
within 45 minutes o f the business centre o f Sydney”  was the promise 
o f the company’s prospectus.

In 1890 the Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act was amended at 
the request o f the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company. 
Engineering difficulties had occurred in making the tramway in Miller 
Street, the grades being unsuitable, but with a deviation from the 
original route, the tramway could be suitable for horse, steam or 
electric trams. The main alterations sought were in North Sydney and 
Cammeray. The rest o f the route was the same, crossing company- 
owned land on either side o f Long Bay gully, continuing in a general 
north-westerly direction to Victoria Avenue, across Warrane Road, 
Smith Street, the Alleyne Estate and terminating at the Cammaray 
Estate, the company’s property.

At the same time three branch lines were proposed: one to inter
sect with the main line at Sailors Bay Road, then travelling north-east 
along Sailors Bay Road to the western end o f Northbridge Park; 
another was to commence near the intersection o f the main line with 
Mowbray Road East (later Edinburgh Road) travelling along Mowbray 
Road East to a terminus on company-owned land in Castlecrag, near 
the present terminus o f the 203 bus route; and the third to commence 
at the terminus o f  the main line, travelling north-east, east and south
east through part o f the Cammaray Estate in Castle Cove, east of 
Little (now Yeoland) Sugarloaf.

The company engineer, James E. F. Coyle told the Parliamentary
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Committee hearing evidence, that contracts for the project totalling 
£40,000 were entered into in May 1889 and that £23,639 had already 
been paid for work done. The Suspension Bridge had been started but 
delays caused by wet weather, unsuitable masonry, a contractor who 
gave up and had to be replaced and problems with workmen had set 
it back considerably. One o f the contractors had tried to speed up work 
on the Bridge by asking the men to work two shifts but the union 
representative said “ it’s against the rules, there must be only one shift” , 
which meant doubling the time. Because o f these unanticipated 
difficulties, the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
wanted an extension o f  time beyond the stipulated date o f July 1891. 
Under the amending Act, passed in September 1890, the company was 
granted an extension o f time to July 1893, with a further extension to 
1895 for the branch lines.

In 1891 the company again applied to Parliament, this time for 
permission to increase the maximum width o f private land for the 
tramway from 22 feet to 132 feet in order to make the tramway 
66 feet wide at formation level. In some places where sloping embank
ments were needed, a wider section o f land was required to reduce the 
angle o f slope. The chairman, in giving evidence, blamed the engineer 
for not realising this earlier. The tramway would now be about five 
miles long. No further deviation was required, the line crossing Flat, 
Miller and Pine Streets, Long Bay, Sailors Bay Road and travelling 
north through various properties to terminate at Warrane Road. The 
line, complete with three branch spurs, would ultimately pass mainly 
through land owned by the company which had been buying up 
properties in anticipation o f a surge in demand for home blocks once 
transport was available. According to the chairman, Charles Arthur 
M. Billyard-Leake, the company had already spent £33,268 on the 
work, with contracts worth £42,712 already signed. Money had been 
borrowed in England on the strength o f the two Acts o f Parliament.

In September 1891 the Suspension Bridge was near completion 
when the company held a large ceremony to celebrate the swinging o f 
the cables. Andrew Armstrong was one o f the many company and 
official representatives who attended. In January 1892 the Suspension 
Bridge was opened to traffic without any further celebration.

The Company never did complete the tramline beyond Amherst 
Street. The government resumed part o f the line from Ridge Street to 
Falcon Street for the purpose o f extending its cable tram service along 
Falcon Street to Crows Nest Junction. The company was paid £700 
to cover its cost in laying the line and retained the removed rails.

The land boom of the 1880s which had inspired so many Australian 
landowners with dreams o f instant wealth was followed by a severe 
depression in the 1890s. Among the many casualties was the North 
Shore and Middle Harbour Land Company which was wound up.
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liquidators being appointed in 1892. The North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company also went into liquidation in 1893, following a 
creditor’s petition. The Suspension Bridge was managed for a time 
by an association o f debenture-holders in the company called The 
Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited, before being 
finally handed over to the government in 1912 by the New North 
Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited.

The Willoughby and Gordon Tramway scheme itself, although 
designed to benefit the investors and land speculators, was a bold and 
imaginative concept, far ahead o f its time. Held up by delays with the 
construction o f the Bridge, it was also defeated by fate, for had the 
land boom lasted another decade, it is likely that a tram service could 
have opened up Cammeray, Northbridge, Castlecrag, Castle Cove and 
Middle Cove many years earlier.

SUSPENSION BRIDGE (now Cammeray Bridge) ^

The story o f the picturesque Cammeray Bridge with its Tudor towers 
and arches, a bridge still known to many as the Suspension Bridge, goes 
back to 1886. (See ‘Willoughby and Gordon Tramway’.)

Construction o f the bridge began in 1889 and took two years nine 
months to complete at a cost o f £42,000 (reported figures vary). The 
original design was done by Mr D. Ross, architect o f Dunedin, N.Z; the 
civil engineer was James Edmund F. Coyle who had as consulting 
engineer. Professor William Henry Warren o f the University o f Sydney. 
The contractor was Alexander Johnston. It was a steel suspension 
bridge with stone arches and towers at each end, suitable for light 
vehicular traffic and pedestrians.

Iron and steel were imported from Scotland and the cable from 
England. The timber decking was local iron bark, seasoned for two 
years, while the sandstone came from the Company’s quarry on the 
northern side o f Castle Cove (east end) and was brought down Middle 
Harbour by steamer and punt. No staging or scaffolding was used in 
the project.

The cables were swung on 21 September 1891, an occasion marked 
by a ceremony at the bridge attended by directors o f the North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited (the builder), contractors 
and various civic officials. According to a Sydney Morning Herald report 
the next day, “ a party o f city gentlemen was conveyed in drags from 
Milson’s Point to the bridge where, after inspecting the massive 
buttresses, they were entertained at luncheon” . The chairman described 
the bridge as being o f the stiffened suspension type. Cables were com 
posed o f forty-two 2Vè inch ropes o f plough-steel wire which had an 
ultimate strength o f 10,000 tons. They passed through openings in the 
main towers on each side o f the central span, through the abutments

See R efe re n ce  N otes, Page 68
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and into the anchorage chambers cut in the solid rock 100 feet below 
the surface and were there secured to cast-steel cylinders. The main 
towers were o f Tudor design, 115 feet high, each consisting o f two 
buttressed shafts linked by two arches with embattled towers, parapets 
and turrets. The abutments and wingwalls were also o f Tudor design.

Dimensions o f the bridge were given as: 180 feet above water; length 
over abutments 860 feet, and between anchorages 1,030 feet; width 
inside parapets 28 feet; two end spans 150 feet each.

The Suspension Bridge was opened to traffic in January 1892. At 
the time it was considered one o f Sydney’s engineering wonders and 
soon became a tourist attraction, featured on postcards. It was hailed 
as the most handsome suspension bridge in the world, “ one o f the most 
imposing sights in New South Wales, the second largest suspension 
bridge o f the kind in the world” . Hundreds o f people visited the bridge 
at weekends, taking a walk through the bush, picking wildflowers and 
enjoying the excellent views.

The land boom o f the 1880s was quickly followed by the depression 
o f the 1890s. Land sales slumped drastically, speculators lost heavily 
and many became bankrupt. In 1893 the North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company went into liquidation. Management o f the bridge 
passed to the Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited.

In a search for income, a toll o f threepence return for adults and one 
penny for children was instituted. This raised some £600 per year. 
Not everyone paid. Stories are told by local residents who, as boys, 
would swing themselves across the girders under the bridge rather than 
pay the penny charge. One elderly resident recalled how her young 
brothers would cause a commotion at the rear o f the tollkeeper’s 
cottage, at the south end o f the bridge, in order to attract his attention 
while other children raced across the bridge.

In 1909 the tramway was extended from Falcon Street to the 
Cammeray end o f the bridge as land on that side was selling, although 
slowly. In 1911 Sir Allen Taylor, a prominent Sydney landowner, 
formed a new syndicate, the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited, to take over the bridge and the land on 
the north side. In May 1912 a deputation to the Minister for Works 
from the landowners and the two Councils involved offered the bridge 
to the government, conditional upon the government repairing it and 
extending the tramline to the north side, with no toll charged. The 
formal transfer took place at the Suspension Bridge on 16 November 
1912 at a ceremony attended by the Premier, James S. T. McGowen. 
Controversy over the circumstances o f the transfer led to questions in 
ParliEiment with charges o f corruption levelled at the Minister. However 
a Royal Commission, set up to inquire into the allegations, later 
exonerated him.

By 1913, 120 blocks o f land had been sold in Northbridge so the
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government agreed at last to extend the tramway. At the same time 
the bridge decking was renewed and strengthened to carry a heavier 
tramway loading than that originally provided for. The cost was 
£3,626.

The first extension o f the tramway on the north side, up Strathallen 
Avenue as far as Maraña Road, was opened on 7 February 1914. The 
second extension, along Sailors Bay Road, terminated near the present 
Northbridge Primary School. It was opened on 21 March 1914. (See 
also ‘Transport’.) In November 1915 electric lighting was installed in 
the two archways of the bridge. These were switched on by the 
conductor o f  the first tram passing at dusk and were turned o ff by the 
conductor o f the first tram at daylight.

Between 1925 and 1928 the White Transit Co. ran a private bus 
service from Chatswood to Milsons Point over the Suspension Bridge, 
partly competing with the government-owned tram service from North- 
bridge. As space and regulations prevented the bus and tram from 
crossing the bridge together, there was competition between the drivers 
to reach the bridge first. Strathallen Avenue frequently became a race
track. One such race almost ended in disaster when tram and bus, 
arriving together at the foot o f the hill, collided. Fortunately no one 
was hurt. Later the government, attributing tram losses to the bus 
competition, revoked the licences o f the bus company.

In 1935 the Department o f Main Roads assumed control o f the 
Suspension Bridge. The next year a detailed examination o f the 
structure revealed considerable corrosion in some o f the steelwork and 
cables. As repair was impracticable, a decision was made to replace the 
bridge with a completely ‘modern’ type. Local residents, unwilling to 
lose their picturesque Suspension Bridge, asked the Department, 
through the Northbridge Progress Association, to retain the distinctive 
towers in the new design.

In March 1937 a contract for the construction was awarded to 
Homibrook Bros & Clark Pty Ltd o f Brisbane, with ninety weeks to 
complete the project. Cost was estimated at £75,000. Sand, blue metal 
and stone for the construction came from within 100 miles o f the site. 
When completed, the new bridge was a reinforced concrete arch type 
with an unusually large arch span o f 344 feet, with a rise o f 83 feet to 
the crown o f the arch. The carriageway was 30 feet, wider than the 
previous one, with two footpaths, both 5 feet wide.

On 27 May 1936 the old bridge was closed to all except pedestrism 
traffic. A bus service replaced the tram service, travelling via Willoughby 
Road and Crows Nest, but the Northbridge Progress Association pressed 
for a shuttle tram service as residents preferred to walk across the 
bridge. The government cancelled the bus and took two K-type 
tramcars to the north side o f  the bridge. Two days later, following an 
inspection o f the bridge cables, the tramcars were replaced by buses.



When construction began in July 1937 the bridge was closed 
completely and the shuttle bus service was replaced by the earlier one 
travelling via Willoughby Road and Crows Nest.

The new bridge, no longer a suspension bridge, was named 
Cammeray Bridge and opened on 9 September 1939. World War II had 
just begun and the Premier, Alexander Mair, was in Canberra but he 
performed the opening ceremony by radio, amplified on the bridge. 
Edward Lloyd Sanders, M.L.A. for Willoughby, cut the ribbon and 
unveiled a brass commemorative plaque at the centre o f the bridge.

The tram service to the bridge which had ceased in September 1939 
was restored in July 1941 as a result o f  petrol rationing and the need 
to conserve fuel. The trams only ran to Vale Street, Cammeray and 
after the war were replaced by buses. The last tram from Wynyard 
to Cammeray Bridge ran on 11 January 1948. Since 1958, when all 
North Shore tram services ceased, government buses have been the 
only public transport crossing the bridge.

Early in 1982 the mercury vapour lights on the bridge were replaced 
with high pressure lamps to give a softer, warmer illumination.

THE MUNICIPALITY’S FIRST PUBLIC BATHS IN 
MIDDLE HARBOUR, Sugarloaf Bay, Castlecrag, 1905

This saga commenced in 1887, or earlier, when Willoughby Council 
decided to investigate the feasibility o f having public swimming baths 
in each Ward. In August 1887, Council requested its Improvement 
Committee to report on the advisability o f securing suitable situations 
for salt water baths in each Ward, but later passed this project to its 
Works Committee for report. In January 1888, it was proposed that “ a 
site for a sea bath in East Ward be the Reserve on Sailors Bay (Sailors 
Bay Park) and application be made to owners o f land next to same to 
dedicate land required for a road to same from Mowbray Road East”  
(now Edinburgh Road). In November 1900, Aid. Robert Henry Gordon 
moved that the Works Committee report on the practicability and 
probable cost o f enclosing a portion o f the Middle Harbour, abutting 
on the Sailors Bay Reserve (sharkproof fence only) for the use o f 
bathers. Later that month Council resolved that the Lands Department 
be asked to grant the necessary permission and that an officer report 
on the work with a view to the Department bearing cost o f same, in 
view o f its known desire to establish public baths.

Council’s Minutes outlined above, together with those that relate to 
Rockley Street, Castlecrag, constructed to give access to Sailors Bay 
Park from Edinburgh Road, clearly designate the proposed location for 
the baths to be in Sailors Bay, o ff Sailors Bay Reserve. However, 
Council did not ever build public baths at that location. The first public 
baths in Middle Harbour were built in Sugarloaf Bay, in 1905, by the



owner o f the land, Joseph Knight Smith, the then proprietor o f Hotel 
Willoughby, a very civic-minded citizen and later a representative on 
Council for Middle Harbour Ward. A local resident affirms that Knight 
Smith built steps down to the baths from Edinburgh Road (north side), 
near the Reserve, and west o f the bus terminus, and that one o f the 
steps has Knight Smith’s name and the date 1905 on it.

The following account o f the official opening is reproduced from the 
Weekly Despatch:

OPENING THE BATHS

A t the invitation o f  Mr. J. Knight Smith, a large party o f  gentlemen 
assembled at the Hotel Willoughby last Saturday afternoon, and were driven 
to Sugar Loaf Bay, Middle Harbour, where Mr. Smith has built a fine swim
ming bath, which was officially opened at 4 p.m. by Alderman J. N. Mason, 
Mayor o f  Willoughby. The party included the Hon. C. G. Wade, M.L.A., 
Attorney-General and member for  the district, Alderman T. E. Creswell, 
M.L.A. for St. Leonards, Alderman Petrie, Robey, Aubin, Forsyth and 
Campbell, Dr. Clarence Read, Dr. Goldsmith, Dr. Giver, Messrs. T. B. Gaden, 
Ash, Muston, Taylor, Dunn, Garnett, Williams, Bayley, Mashman, Duff, 
Bastian, Spanswick, Reidy, Hall, Burchett, Hainsworth, and many others.
The unformed part o f  Mowbray Road East provided all and sundry with the 
bumps and jolting necessary to induce the aldermen to wish the road were 
formed, and possibly had some effect upon the speeches subsequently 
delivered by the Mayor and aldermen.
Arrived at the baths all were soon seated, and champagne and oysters were 
liberally served, after which the Mayor, in a few  well chosen words, declared 
the baths open. Alderman Mason said he could find nothing but praise for a 
citizen such as Mr. Knight Smith had proved himself to be, full o f  resource 
and enterprise which were deserving o f  every recognition from the Council 
and the people.
He understood that Mr. Smith wanted the road giving access to the baths 
made, somewhat more than the bush track it is today, and after the bumping 
they had g o t in their journey over it, he had no doubt that there was every 
room for  improvement
O f course, he could not make any promises, but he could assure Mr. Smith 
and the people generally that when a resident amongst them shows such 
public spirit as to build baths such as these, and open up to the people one o f  
the prettiest places within the Borough, it was the duty o f  the Council to 
give every consideration to the question o f  how far they can help to induce 
the people to utilize these beauty spots, and the baths also, as there was a 
reserve at the Point which should be made accessible to the public, but he 
thought the Government should take a hand in making the road that far. He 
would like to remind them that there was a hard and fast rule in the Council 
which kept the revenue and expenditure in each ward separate, but he felt 
that this was a case affecting the whole Borough. The Mayor concluded by



proposing the health o f  Mr. Knight Smith and ‘Success to his enterprise’, 
and the toast was drunk with enthusiasm and musical honors.
In responding, Mr. Smith said he could assure them he was not seeking 
after profit in this venture, but he had always been a bit o f  a sport, and had 
felt the want o f  baths in the district, so, having this piece o f  land lying idle, 
he had indulged in what may be fairly called a gamble, and he had sunk a 
good round sum in the construction o f  the baths, and there was still more to 
be done to complete them in detail. But from the prices charged — sixpence 
to be driven there and back, and swim included — it would be obvious that 
his desire was not to make a huge profit ou t o f  it, but to be a good citizen, 
and to do what he could for the benefit o f  his fellow man. He was pleased 
to have such a representative gathering, and also to hear that the Council 
would consider the making o f  the road, which would not be a costly work as 
the material was all there, and the baths, which are the only ones in the 
electorate, would be available to all the people along the line.
Alderman Petrie proposed the toast o f  the Ministry, coupling the names o f  
Mr. Wade, who, in reply, said he admired Mr. Smith’s enterprise and grit, and 
if there were more men like him the country would advance more rapidly. 
He was pleased to know from Alderman Petrie’s remarks that a good under
standing existed amongst the electors in regard to him as their member, and 
he could assure them the Government had stuck to their guns, and their 
success had been achieved by it. People might say he had made mistakes, but 
they would in the end admit that he had done his best for the district and his 
country.
He could assure the Council that under the new Local Government Bill 
they would have so much money to collect that they would not know how to 
spend it, and the Bill would become law before very long now. He was quite 
satisfied that the Council would give Mr. Smith every help, as it was, o f  
course, a matter for them entirely, as such enterprise was deserving o f  it. It 
would open up a part with scenery in every way equal to that at National 
Park, and anything to make the place more attractive was worthy o f  en
couragement. Dr. Clarence Read offered his congratulations to Mr. Smith, 
and said the establishment o f  baths in the Borough was an excellent thing 
from the health point o f  view. Moreover, it was a desirable thing that all 
children should be taught to swim, and with these baths constructed, it 
only wanted the road made to give the opportunity for  such instruction. 
Swmmming was a healthy exercise which developed all the muscles, and the 
cleanliness engendered had a good moral effect also, the principle o f  a clean 
and healthy body ensuring a clean mind.
Alderman R obey proposed the toast o f  Parliament, to which Mr. Creswell 
responded. Mr. G. W. Ash proposed “ the Mayor and Aldermen’ ’, to which 
Aldermen Mason, Campbell, Forsyth, and Aubin responded.
Mr. Taylor proposed “ The Press’ ’, and reminded the people that gatherings 
such as these were o f  little use if the utterances o f  the various speakers were 
unrecorded. He also pointed out that the Government could not altogether



stand aloof from expending a little money in giving the people a road to these 
parts, as there was a Government Reserve at the Point, but it was no use 
without a road to reach i t  Moreover, he remembered that the Government 
had actually built baths for  certain places, so why should they not assist with 
these. He hoped Mr. Wade would be able to show practical sympathy in that 
direction.
Mr. Gaden proposed the health o f  Mr. Muston, one o f  the pioneers o f  the 
district, who acknowledged the toast, and went back to ancient history o f  
the Borough in his reply.
A group photo o f  the party was then taken, and the return journey was 
negotiated, everyone pleased, and the beauties o f  the spot thoroughly ad
mired — and by some, too, who have lived here for years, but have never 
before visited the spot.

THE MUNICIPALITY’S FIRST
PUBLIC WHARF IN MIDDLE HARBOUR
at Torquay Point, near Sugarloaf Point, 1916

The following information has been extracted, but not verbatim, 
from two newspaper cuttings in the Willoughby Municipal Library. One 
is dated 30 November 1916, but the name o f the newspaper has not 
been recorded, the other carries neither date nor source:

This Saturday will be another red-letter day in the Municipality o f  
Willoughby because, in the afternoon, the official opening o f  Willoughby's 
first and only wharf will be held. The new wharf is situated at the fo o t o f  
Edinburgh Road. It is hoped that a m otor launch service will run from here 
to connect with The Spit. The local Council has contributed half the cost o f  
the wharf.

The other newspaper cutting has the heading “ New Middle Harbour 
Wharf Opening Ceremony” :

A pleasant little outing attended the formal opening o f  the wharf which is 
on a projecting headland o f  the Torquay Estate. It is within about 40 minutes 
walk o f  the Willoughby tram line. The Mayor, Aid. R. T. Forsyth, in getting 
the wharf, considers it will, in the near future, be a means o f  opening up a 
line o f  traffic by ferry boat to The Spit. All the surrounding shores are clad 
in native trees and the only homes, except Mr. Willis’ ostentatious home, are 
primitive week-end dwellings in most inaccessible spots.
A bout 100 guests were invited. They embarked at Fort Macquarie in a fine 
yacht-like launch and after an hour’s excursion the company landed at 
Torquay, where a small but substantial wharf had been erected.
In declaring the wharf open, the Mayor admitted it was a small beginning 
o f  what in the future would be an important place o f  call for ferry and other
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steamers and a regular steamboat service between Torquay and The Spit. 
The Municipality had 1OV2 miles o f  water frontage but this was its only wharf 
in Middle Harbour.
The vendors o f  the Torquay Estate had made a proposal to pay half the cost 
o f  the structure and he had speedily accepted the offer.

This wharf remained in existence, but in a deteriorating state 
until at least the mid-1950s. Mr H. D. Robb, Council’s Engineer, stated 
on 14 January 1954, in correspondence to Middle Harbour Ward 
Committee:

Investigation following receipt o f  a complaint, discloses that the timber wharf 
at Torquay Point has deteriorated to an exten t as to be dangerous . . . The 
condition o f  the existing structure is beyond repair and to avoid the pos
sibility o f  accident to users, it is recommended that it be demolished. . . The 
extent o f  use o f  the wharf is not known, but on account o f  the limited depth 
o f  water at the site it is unlikely that it would be used extensively . . . Should 
it be decided that a wharf at the site is necessary an entirely new structure 
would be required, and it would be desirable that it be located further into 
the Harbour than at present to allow boats o f  medium draught to draw 
alongside at low tide . . .  It is recommended that the Maritime Services 
Board be advised o f  the position, and that Council desires to remove the 
structure and not replace it, and under the circumstances requests that the 
lease be cancelled.

It has been recorded by the late Doug Chandler that a launch ran 
twice weekly from this wharf to The Spit where passengers could board 
a tram to Spit Junction to shop and collect mail.

The Willis Family had a private wharf o ff Willis Drive, Castle Cove, 
and there was another o ff the unmade section o f Cammeray 
Road, Castle Cove where H. C. Press Picnic Grounds and Dance Hall 
were (q.v.)

The question o f a new wharf site in Middle Harbour has been raised 
recently.

INNISFALLEN (WILLIS’ ) CASTLE 
Comer Willis Drive and Cherry Place

By the early 1900s the Henry Willis family had acquired, by purchase 
or default o f a mortgagor, some 52 acres (c.21 hectares) o f land 
originally granted to Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne in 1858 (Portions 48, 
46 & 44).

The first structure to be built on the property was a wooden wharf 
to replace a pontoon that had sunk but later this was replaced by a



stone structure. The family constructed a small weatherboard cottage 
near the water for use as a weekender, their permanent residence being 
in Kensington.

Henry Willis (1860-1950) was the member for Robertson in Aust
ralia’s first three Parliaments (1901-1910) and for Upper Hunter in the 
N.S.W. Legislative Assembly from 1911 to his resignation in July 1913. 
In 1903 he decided to build a permanent residence on the site. The 
original weekender became the gardener’s cottage until it was 
eventually destroyed by white ants. An architect named Hill, from 
Parramatta, was commissioned to design a building in late Gothic, 
perpendicular style. Thirty to forty men were employed to build the 
residence and they lived with their families in tents on the site. It was 
constructed o f local sandstone quarried mainly on the rise behind the 
house, the stone was brought down the hill by horse and dray, dressed, 
then lifted into position by hand winches. In 1904 the foundation 
stone was laid by Henry Willis’ two daughters, Urania and Calliope, and 
in the following year the family moved into their new home. All fur
niture had to be brought from The Spit by boat and carried up the hill.

On the northern side o f the building is a crenellated tower three 
storeys high with separate staircase, which two maids used for their 
quarters. Each exterior comer o f  the house is graced with a solid stone 
circular turret and all exterior walls are two feet thick. The interior 
joinery is o f cedar with seven foot doorways and the ceilings in main 
rooms are fourteen feet high. The decoration inside is, today, much the 
same as it was when the house was built, reflecting the nationalism 
current during Federation times, with many Australian wildflowers 
depicted in plaster as well as in stained glass.

The family engaged in some light farming in the early years and 
lived under primitive conditions until the 1960s. The house has a cellar 
where water-coolers were used to keep meat and other perishables. 
House water was originally supplied from a reservoir on land to the 
north o f  the estate but when it became undrinkable, because o f the clay 
content o f the soil, four square water-tanks were attached to the house 
to collect the rainwater. It was not until 1967 that the house was 
connected to town water and electricity. However, the family enjoyed 
the benefits o f a telephone service from the time o f completion o f the 
house.

Main access to the house was by motor launch from The Spit. Old 
Cammaray Road was very rough but, nevertheless, had to be resorted to 
for collection o f mail and newspapers from near Roseville Station, 
using horse or horse and sulky. Eventually, Council upgraded the road 
and in the early 1920s the family bought a car. It is said that it was an 
all-too-frequent visitor to the garage! It was later sold and not replaced 
until about 1935.

In addition to two daughters, Henry Willis had three sons —



Innisfallen Castle
(photo by courtesy Willoughby Municipal Library)



Dr Henry Hastings Willis, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.M., an alderman o f 
Willoughby Municipality from 1938-1953 and Mayor in 1943-1944 
who died in December 1973; Emerson Willis who died at war in 1916; 
and Stanley Willis who died o f typhoid at Innisfallen Castle during the 
same year.

The name Innisfallen is Irish and means ‘Isle o f  the field’ . There is an 
island in the lakes o f Killamey called Innisfallen. The land on which 
Innisfallen Castle originally stood has now been reduced to 8,000 
square metres by subdivision, roads, etc.

Henry Hastings Willis, a bachelor, bequeathed the Castle to five o f 
his relations. It is in urgent need o f repairs and has been the subject o f 
controversy since 1975 because the beneficiaries wish to erect town 
houses within the Castle grounds to help defray the costs o f repairs 
and general maintenance. Willoughby Council’s rejection o f the 
proposal has resulted in appeals, counter appeals and, in June 1988, 
a public inquiry. The future o f  the Castle is not yet known but it is 
probable that a permanent conservation order may be made on the 
building and grounds under the Heritage Act.

THE H. C. PRESS ESTATE 
(formerly H. C. Press Picnic Grounds and Dance Hall)

Part o f this Estate was vested in Willoughby Council in 1968 for public 
garden and recreation space; Council called its area the ‘H. C. Press 
Park’ (q.v.). The remaining land was subdivided into residential lots 
and offered for sale in 1970 by Sidney Raper Pty Ltd, acting for Middle 
Harbour Investments Ltd, who called the subdivision ‘The H. C. Press 
Estate’.

The total Estate consisted o f 11 ac 3 r 5 p which Henry Christian 
Press, boat proprietor o f W oolloomooloo Bay, purchased in October 
1909. The land was part o f the original grant o f 22 acres (Portion 48) 
made to Dr Haynes Gibbes Alleyne (q.v.) in 1858 which Robert 
Newton Morris, a clergyman with religious connections in Willoughby, 
had bought in 1886, had mortgaged and ultimately lost by default to 
the mortgagee, Annie Maria Kynaston. Kynaston sold to H. C. Press 
who had been rather successful on the Palmer River (Qld) goldfields in 
the 1870s. Press did not ever live on this land. When he died in 1925 
at Audley, National Park, N.S.W. it was bequeathed to his two maiden 
sisters, Wilhelmina and Annie, and to his bachelor brother, George. 
On their deaths it went to other members o f the Press Family. Henry’s 
original intention was to establish a small farm and a home on the 
peninsula but Mrs Press did not relish the idea o f such isolation and 
wished to continue living in Victoria Street, Potts Point near the 
family business, H. C. Press & Sons, Boat Proprietors and Boat Builders.
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The family had one passenger launch attached to the business, 
the Palmer, built in 1908, which was chartered at weekends to 
organised groups who wished to visit picnic areas near Sydney. Henry 
decided to add his own land at SugEirloaf Bay to the available list and 
to call the grounds ‘The Palmer Pleasure Grounds’ . Visits commenced in 
1910 and continued to 1964, with a scaling down o f numbers in the 
last five years. The Grounds were open to the public between the 
months o f September £md May on weekends and by special arrange
ments on weekdays and for moonlight excursions. They were well 
patronised particularly in the period 1935 to 1958 when it was 
common for 400 to 900 visitors to arrive; the maximum attendance on 
any one day was 1,280. Admission charges were originally threepence 
for adults and one penny for children; from 1938 these increased to 
sixpence and twopence and from 1948 to ninepence and threepence. 
Nevertheless, the Pleasure Grounds remained a secondary Press family 
interest — boat building and hiring being the primary concern.

‘The Palmer Pleasure Grounds’ , as known officially, soon became 
popularly known among visitors as ‘Press Picnic Grounds’. In 1939 the 
Press Family renamed them ‘H. C. Press Picnic Grounds and Dance 
Hall’ in honour o f Henry Christian Press, Sen.

Access to the site was by water to a small wharf in Sugarloaf Bay on 
the southern side o f the peninsula, and the original landing area was at 
the stone steps that led past the ‘fernery’ where tree-ferns and bracken 
grew. Later, a pontoon was moored further east to where the water was 
much deeper and shore access changed to gangplank. Some o f the 
landing steps may be seen today but the wharf, then very dilapidated, 
was demolished around the 1980s. Although H. C. Press & Sons owned 
other launches in addition to the Palmer e.g. the Australia (1910) and 
the Sydney (1912-13), they permitted small ferries and other craft to 
unload picnic parties. Social groups could hire transport from con
veniently located boat proprietors e.g. Hegarty’s, Messenger’s, Nicolson 
Bros, Jim and Charlie Rosman, Stannard Bros and Taylor’s.

The range o f facilities provided in the early years o f operation was 
rapidly increased; by the late 1930s the H. C. Press Picnic Grounds and 
Dance Hall was the best equipped o f picnic grounds near Sydney. 
A major improvement and repair programme was carried out in 1938. 
Ultimate facilities comprised: three large pavilions with long tables and 
benches; many scattered small tables and benches, some with overhead 
pergolas, covered with tea-tree for shade; toilet blocks; dressing sheds; 
a large semi-open dance hall, provided and erected by George Hudson 
Pty Ltd, with a rubber spring floor and illuminated with ‘Glory’ lamps 
fuelled with pressurised petrol; a three-room cottage; small shop; hot 
water and barbecue shed; a shark-proof netted swimming pool (1938-39 
to early 1960s); a 100 yards sprinting track; a caretaker’s hut (1938, 
formerly the storeroom adjoining the cottage); grassed areas and



children’s play facilities. Crates o f soft drinks and other heavy 
provisions were brought by launch from W oolloomooloo Bay before 
the arrival o f  picnic parties and hauled from the landing area by flying 
fox  (cable-operated carrier). Later, a dirt road was cut through the 
bush, with permission o f the Willis Family, for use o f trucks delivering 
soft drinks. The crates were then sent down the slopes by two slides 
and transported to the picnic area by flying fox.

The Press Family employed a caretaker up to the late 1930s when 
the family assumed this responsibility. Henry’s two maiden sisters lived 
on the site from 1938 until their home was burnt down in 1968 and 
one lost her life in the fire. They were joined in 1940 by their bachelor 
brother, George, popularly known as ‘Ned’, until his death in 1956. 
After four years o f negotiations, the Press Family signed an agreement 
in 1968 with Willoughby Council and the State Planning Authority 
and disposed o f the land. Following change in ownership, buildings 
were vandalised and grounds neglected. Future uses o f the area now 
called ‘H. C. Press Park’ are still under discussion by Council.

Unfortunately, most records, photos and family trophies were 
destroyed in the house fire o f 1968. Accounts o f the patronage o f these 
facilities reveal many facets o f the social life o f the period 1910 tol964  
e.g. large household groups, Sunday dress, elaborate preparations for 
picnic lunches, modes o f transport, brands o f soft drinks sold at the 
shop, etc.

Henry Christian Press was well-known in his lifetime for his prowess 
in building and sailing 18 foot dinghies and for his racing successes 
in his own yacht, the H. C. Press. He was a member o f Sydney Flying 
Squadron Ltd, Milsons Point and owner o f a few boat sheds.

REFERENCE NOTES

SUSPENSION BRIDGE: Incorrect statements have been published in 
reference to the name o f the company that built the original Suspension 
Bridge over Long Bay gully and, as that company went into liquidation soon 
after completion o f the Bridge in January 1892, confusion extended to the 
name o f the company that gave the Bridge to the Government in 1912.
The records o f these companies no longer exist at the Corporate Affairs 
Commission, Sydney. Research at Land Titles Office reveals that the 
companies involved in the building o f the Bridge and its transfer to the 
Government were:

The North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited 
The Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited (which 
managed affairs and issued toll tickets from c .1893-1912).
The New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited 
from 1912-C.1924.

THE NORTH SHORE AND MIDDLE HARBOUR LAND COMPANY 
LIMITED: This is the Company’s correct name according to official notices 
concerning the winding up o f the affairs o f the Company, as published in 
newspapers.



PERIOD 1920 TO END OF 1953  

The era of the
Greater Sydney Development 

Association Limited



THE GREATER SYDNEY 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

LIMITED
Walter Burley Griffin (1876-1937)

Managing Director

Walter Burley Griffin, architect, landscape architect and designer 
o f Canberra was bom  near Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. He graduated 
as B.Sc. in Architecture in 1899 and was admitted as an associate 
o f  the American Institute o f Architects. He worked in Chicago at 
Steinway Hall and in Oak Park with Frank Lloyd Wright, designing 
houses in what became known as the Prairie School style. On 
29 June 1911 he married Marion Lucy Mahony (1871-1961), an 
architect who had worked with Wright until 1909.

With Marion’s assistance Griffin won the international competition 
for the design o f the new Federal Capital o f Australia, Canberra, in 
1912. Subsequently his winning design was set aside as “ too 
extravagant and incapable o f realization”  and the Federal Government 
invited him to visit Australia to consult with a reviewing board of 
departmental officers. In October 1913 he was given a three-year, 
pEirt-time appointment as Federal Capital Director o f Design and 
Construction to supervise the building o f a modified version o f his 
plan. Disputes with officials and politicians continued as governments 
changed; his appointment was renewed for a further three years in 1916 
but a parliamentary attack on officers responsible for the project led to 
a Royal Commission (1916-1917). The Commission found in favour o f 
Griffin. His contract as Federal Director ŵ ls renewed at intervals up to 
1920 when his role was taken over by the Federal Capital Advisory 
Committee on which he refused to serve. Although his layout plan was 
adopted as a statutory document in 1925, Griffin had nothing more to 
do with the development o f Canberra.

While he was part-time Federal Capital Director o f Design and 
Construction (1913-1920) Griffin was active in private practice. His 
letterhead at that time read: ‘Architect and Landscape Architect — 
Sydney — Melbourne — Chicago’ . He produced plans for the new towns 
o f Griffith and Leeton, N.S.W. His first successful architectural 
commission in Australia was a reconstruction o f the Cafe Australia, 
Melbourne (1916); the furniture and decoration were designed by 
Marion Griffin. He patented ‘Knitlock’, a precast concrete building 
block, in 1917.

Our interest is in his time in Sydney from 1924 to 1935. In 
1920 Griffin formed the Greater Sydney Development Association
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Limited (q.v.) to build residential estates on steeply sloping bushland 
overlooking Middle Harbour, at Castle Cove, Middle Cove and 
Castlecrag. His Castlecrag houses are distinct from his other work. 
Six larger houses were built to Griffin’s design in Sydney, outside 
the Castlecrag area — at Pymble (two), Killara, Avalon, Vaucluse and 
Dundas.

Griffin and his partner, Eric Milton Nicholls (q.v.) formed the 
Reverberatory Incinerator and Engineering Co. in 1929 and built 
twelve municipal incinerators, seven in Sydney and others in Melbourne 
and Adelaide. The Willoughby Municipal Incinerator in Small Street, 
Willoughby was in use from 1934 to 1972. The garbage destructor 
section ceased operation in 1965 and by 1973 the building had fallen 
into disrepair; it had been vandalised and had suffered extensive 
weather damage. Private interests negotiated a 25 years lease and 
commenced work on the restoration o f the building. Forty-six years 
after its official opening as a garbi^e destructor/sewage dump the build
ing opened for business as the Incinerator Restaurant on 6 September 
1980.

From 1924 Walter and Marion Griffin lived at 8 The Parapet, 
Castlecrag. They left Sydney for India in October 1935 and Walter 
Griffin died there o f a ruptured gall bladder on 11 February 1937. 
Marion Griffin died in America in 1961.

A more detailed section on Walter and Marion Griffin will be found 
in the ‘Castlecrag’ Booklet.

THE COMPANY -  FORMED TO ACQUIRE LANDS 
AND BUILDINGS AND TO DEVELOP LAND

The Greater Sydney Development Association Limited, formed by 
Walter Burley Griffin with the backing o f a group o f Melbourne and 
Sydney businessmen, was registered as a limited company at the office 
o f the Registrar o f Joint Stock Companies in Sydney on 26 November
1920. Burley Griffin was Managing Director from 1921 until his 
death in 1937. The Association remained a registered company until 
15 December 1980 but ceased trading about 1968. From 1958 Hooker- 
Rex Pty Limited held the controlling interest and lodged the necessary 
returns to the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs, Sydney. The first 
General Meeting and the first Annual General Meeting were held in
1921.

Initially, the Company’s registered office was at 14 Martin Place, 
Sydney but several subsequent changes o f location occurred. After 
Burley Griffin moved from Melbourne to Castlecrag in 1924, he opened 
a Sales Office on the south side o f Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag, 
between today’s Eastern Valley Way and the Postern; later, the office 
was within Griffin’s own home, at No. 8 The Parapet.



The Company was formed to:

a. acquire lands and buildings in New South Wales or elsewhere 
“ and in particular to acquire about six hundred and forty- 
nine cmd one-half acres o f land at Mowbray Point the Sugar- 
loaf and Little Sugarloaf promontories Middle Harbor 
Sydney”  (i.e. on the Middle Harbour peninsulas o f  Castle- 
crag, Middle Cove and Castle Cove);

b. “ develop . . . any land acquired . . . and in particular by 
laying out and preparing the same for building purposes” .

The Association planned to commence development in Castlecrag 
first, then to open up Middle Cove (which it called Covecrag) whilst the 
Castlecrag development was still in its infancy and to defer opening up 
the third and most northern peninsula, Castlecove (written as one 
word), until “ The rapid expansion which must follow the Harbour 
Bridge connection o f North Shore with Sydney” . The planning o f 
Middle Cove and Castle Cove was to complement that for Castlecrag, 
particulcirly in the provision o f sporting, shopping and cultural 
amenities.

The Company commenced with a capital o f £30,000 divided into 
thirty shares o f  one thousand pounds each which could be subdivided 
from time to time into shares o f smaller denominations. It was 
empowered to increase its capital by the issue o f new shares. The first 
eight shareholders were six businessmen in Victoria and two in New 
South Wales. The first share was purchased by the politician King 
O ’Malley, for whom Griffin subsequently built a house in Castlecrag; 
the other Victorians were a grazier who took two shares, an engineer, 
a solicitor, an architect and an artist. Two Sydney architects took one 
share each. Later, other politicians (mainly Federal) became share
holders. In April 1923, capital was increased to £45,000 divided into 
ninety shares o f  five hundred pounds each. On 16 November 1953, the 
total capital o f £45,000 was converted to forty-five thousand shares of 
one pound each.

On 9 January 1979, the directors o f the Association lodged through 
Hooker-Rex Estates o f Pitt Street, Sydney a Declaration o f Solvency 
indicating that the company would be able to pay its debts within 
eleven months from the commencement o f the winding up. On 12 June 
1979 the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs was notified o f the 
special resolution passed at an Extraordinary General Meeting o f the 
Greater Sydney Development Association Limited authorising “ that the 
Company be wound up voluntarily” . The final meeting o f creditors 
was convened on 15 December 1980.

Burley Griffin had held three o f  the original thirty shares and, as 
he was Managing Director, each o f these carried ten votes, sufficient to 
give him a controlling interest. These privileges, together with a strictly



enforced building covenant (q.v.) enabled him to have complete control 
over the planning and development o f the Estates and to ensure that 
things would be done according to his wishes. After his death, his wife 
asked Eric Nicholls, Griffin’s partner, to carry on the architectural 
practice. Eric did so until he commenced his own practice in the early 
1940s. Developmental and building controls were loosely administered 
from then on.

THE BUILDING COVENANT

Within Castlecrag, Walter Burley Griffin’s covenant applied only to 
the Castlecrag and The Haven Estates. The same covenant was to apply 
to buildings planned for Castle Cove and Middle Cove. However, there 
was very httle activity in these areas during Griffin’s lifetime. After 
his death, his partner, Eric Nicholls (q.v.) carried on the architectural 
practice for a few years and administered the covenant, the controlling 
clause being that plans must be approved by the vendor. After Nicholls 
commenced his own practice, control was exercised by power-of- 
attomey, a cumbersome and time-consuming procedure. When Hooker 
Corporation gained the controlling interest in Greater Sydney Develop
ment Association it waived the controlling clause. The area most 
affected by the covenant was a small section in Middle Cove near the 
boundary o f Castlecrag. After the Greater Sydney Development 
Association Limited was wound up a covenant did not exist.

The clauses in the covenant o f the Greater Sydney Development 
Association were:

Building to be stone, concrete, brick or as approved 
by vendor.
No shops except on Lots 1-6 (Castlecrag).
Only one main building except on Lot 6 (Castlecrag).
No building to be commenced until plans approved 
by vendor.
R oof to be concrete, slate or tiles or such other material 
as approved by vendor.
Building to be 15 ft back from alignment o f street except 
with approval o f vendor.
Fences subject to vendor’s approval.
No advertising, hoardings etc. on allotments.
Purchaser o f each lot adjoining or abutting a reserve to 
pay 10/- on 1st March each year towards upkeep.
No quarry without vendor’s consent.
No stone to be removed before purchase price finalized.
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ERIC NICHOLES, A.R.I.B.A.,
A.R.A.I.A., A.I.A.A. (1902-1966),
Architect and Town-Planner

Eric Milton Nicholls was bom  on 10 January 1902 in Linton, 
Victoria. Son o f a storekeeper who was also a Methodist lay preacher, 
Eric became active in the church at an early age. He studied at 
Swinburne and Melbourne Technical Colleges and was articled for four 
years to Robert J. Haddon, F.R.I.B.A. before being employed by 
Walter Burley Griffin who had just opened an architectural office in 
Melbourne, following his commission to design Canberra. Three years 
later he was made an associate, taking charge o f the Melbourne office 
when the Griffins moved to Sydney in 1924.

In 1928 Eric Nicholls married, taking his bride to live in a house 
designed by him at Balwyn. They remained there for two years until 
they followed the Griffins to Sydney in 1930, settling at 12 The 
Parapet, Castlecrag. Over the years Eric Nicholls enlarged and modified 
this house which had been designed by his friend and partner.

Like the Griffins, the Nicholls became very involved with the small 
Castlecrag community. When the Griffin-designed amphitheatre was 
ready, players taking part in performances there usually dressed at the 
Nicholls’ house. Through Walter Burley and Marion Griffin, the 
Nicholls also became interested in the educational and architectural 
theories o f the Austrian philosopher and anthroposophist, Rudolf 
Steiner (1861-1925), an interest which led to Eric Nicholls’ long 
association with Glenaeon School (q.v.) at Middle Cove. Together with 
Sylvia Brose, he founded the school in 1957 and continued to assist 
it for many years as chairman o f the school council. He also designed 
some o f its buildings.

Between 1929 and 1937 he was associated with Walter Burley 
Griffin and businessman Leonard Kanewski in the Reverberatory 
Incinerator Engineering Company (RIE Co.) which designed and 
constructed twelve incineration plants in various Australian cities and 
suburbs, most o f them for Melbourne and Sydney Councils, including 
Ku-ring-gai and Willoughby. The Pyrmont incinerator is also one o f their 
buildings. Each incinerator was housed in a distinctive and attractive 
building and they were variously described as “ a beautiful asset to the 
council”  or buildings which “ could be appropriately located in any 
desired part o f a city or suburb” .

When Walter Burley Griffin died in India in 1937, his wife asked 
Nicholls to carry on the architectural practice, which he did for a time. 
Between 1937 and 1941 Nicholls designed nine buildings in Castlecr^, 
five o f them in Edinburgh Road, one in The Parapet and another in 
The Battlement under the joint names. From then on he was in practice 
on his own. Commissions flowed in as building activity picked up. In
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the next eleven years he was to design 58 buildings in the Willoughby 
area alone, o f which 26 were private dwellings. In 1946 he designed the 
Castlecrag Community Hall in The Parapet. In 1959 when his son 
Glynn and Robert Elliott graduated as architects from Sydney 
University, Nicholls took both into his practice which then became 
known as Nicholls, Elliott and Nicholls.

During his life he designed a wide range o f buildings — domestic, 
educational, ecclesiastical, governmental and commercial (e.g. Caltex 
House in Kent Street). Some o f these are now listed by the Heritage 
Council. An architect for forty-six years, his early work showed the 
strong influence o f Walter Burley Griffin but in later years, and 
particularly after Griffin’s death, this was not so apparent.

A man o f high ideals and vision, Eric Nicholls gave his time and 
skills freely in an honorary capacity to various groups, churches, the 
Y.M.C.A. and to Willoughby Municip^d Council which he served for a 
time as Honorary Town Planner. His work for the Council included the 
Albert Chowne Memorial Hall in Willoughby Park, the Castlecrag 
Community Hall and the Baby Health Centres in Help Street, 
Chatswood and Penshurst Street, Willoughby. He was also an Honorary 
Town Planner for the Cumberland County Council.

With three others, Eric Nicholls envisaged and established the 
Thredbo Ski Resort, creating a ‘village’ atmosphere which was so 
successful that he adopted a similar concept for Glenaeon School at 
Middle Cove. His commitment to the ideals o f  the Anthroposophical 
Society was responsible for his bringing the first Anthroposophical 
doctor to Australia and at the time o f his death he was looking for a 
suitable five acre site on which to establish a medical clinic. He was 
also active in other areas, such as biodynamic farming and helping 
handicapped children.

During a full and extremely active life, he made many overseas 
trips, attending Anthroposophical meetings and visiting Steiner 
schools in various countries, always with Glenaeon in mind. He died 
on 22 November 1966 at Castlecrag.

CASTLECOVE COUNTRY CLUB,
Deepwater Road

The Castlecove Country Club, a 9-hole golf course (par 64 for 18 holes) 
was designed by Walter Burley Griffin about 1924 and constructed 
during the Great Depression by Government subsidised labour, on land 
owned by Burley Griffin’s company, the Greater Sydney Development 
Association Limited (q.v.). The original grantees o f the land were John 
Bowie Wilson and John Logan C. Ranken (qq.v.).

Originally called Castlecove Golf Links it was renamed Castlecove



Scenic Golf Links by former managers and professionals, Archie Keane 
and ‘Jack’ (John Joseph) Hagar, and later Castlecove Country Club by 
members. Today’s interesting and picturesque course was developed 
from virgin bushland with prominent rocky outcrops, some marshy 
areas and deep gutters where rabbits and various species o f native 
parrots and other birds were common sights. Building development has 
now precluded a view o f Middle Harbour from the third tee and, on 
most days, smog prevents a view o f the South Pacific from the sixth 
tee.

The original Clubhouse, situated on the rocky precipice to the left 
o f  the rear o f the men’s first tee, was designed by Burley Griffin in 
similar style to the Castlecrag homes o f his era, it is thought c.1930. 
Constructed o f local sandstone with a flat roof, it consisted o f one main 
dining room with an open fireplace, a locker room, kitchen, bedroom 
and a laundry. A caretaker named Green, whose duties included 
maintenance o f the course and collection o f fees, lived on the premises. 
Maintenance was difficult. There was no tractor or mower and water 
for the greens had to be obtained from a windmill pump near the 8th 
green. Eventually a horse-drawn mower was obtained, city water laid 
on, a telephone connected and a liquid gaslight system installed in the 
Clubhouse. Continual problems were encountered, even after city water 
had been piped from Middle Cove over the valley to tanks on rocks on 
the western side o f  the Course from where it was reticulated to the 
Course and Clubhouse, as children swung on the pipeline causing 
breakages to pipes and disruption to water supply.

Prior to the mid-forties many interested golfers probably did not 
know o f  the Course’s existence, sole access to which was via a crude 
dirt track (today’s Castlecove Drive leading to Deepwater Road) from 
Eastern Valley Way (formerly Warrane Road). In the early years o f 
World War II the Course was neglected and rarely used except by a 
few players who did what they could to maintain the semblance o f a 
golf links. However, some improvements were made before cessation of 
the War and two social clubs, the Castlecove Club emd the Willoughby 
Club (headquarters, Willoughby Hotel), became the main users. They 
combined in 1932 to form the Castlecove Country Club, with a 
membership o f about forty-eight including eight Associates. About this 
time, Archie Keane and Jack Hagar jointly leased the Course from the 
Greater Sydney Development Association and, with income derived 
from the Club and public players, made some improvements to the 
Course and provided an additional water tank, a ‘hollow wire’ gaslight
ing system, an Associates’ room, 10 feet by 8 feet, and enlarged the 
Members’ room by adding an extension to the original stone Clubhouse; 
this room then became a ‘mixed’ meeting place. A real ‘country’ club 
atmosphere developed among members; comfort was minimal but 
there was plenty o f fun and good fellowship. At social gatherings the



Above: Castlecove Country Club — old windmill, 8th green 
Below: Original clubhouse, Castlecove Country Club 
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‘hollow wire’ lighting system added delight and uncertainty to the 
occasion. The Club affiliated with the N.S.W. Golf Association and 
the Associates with the N.S.W. Ladies Golf Union (13 March 1946).

The early 1950s were also significant years in the history o f  the Club. 
Jack Hagar became the sole lessee and under his capable management 
membership increased and the Club prospered financially. Much was 
done to beautify the Course and to improve the condition o f fairways 
and greens with the able assistance o f Ernie Maher, the newly appointed 
Greenkeeper. The Club donated the Castlecove Cup to be competed 
for by South o f the Harbour clubs engaged in the Warren Shield 
competitions. Castlecove won the Shield in 1952. In about 1954, the 
Club took over the management o f the Clubhouse and Course from the 
lessee and further improvements were carried out. Two ‘Pro-Am’ days 
(Professional and Amateur Professional for purse) were held and 
many top-name golfers competed.

Calamity struck in July 1957 when fire destroyed the Clubhouse and 
its contents in the early hours o f the morning. However, such was the 
keenness o f members that the corrugated iron machinery shed was 
converted to a temporary clubhouse before the following weekend, 
with a tanbark floor. Within a few weeks the tanbark was replaced by 
floorboards and cooking facilities were installed together with two 
refrigerators donated by Edward (later Sir Edward) Hallstrom. Tables 
and chairs, even a cocktail bar, appeared from members’ homes.

Further difficulties quickly followed. L. J. Hooker Limited replaced 
Greater Sydney Development Association as owners o f the Course and 
were keen to subdivide the land. Uncertainty regarding the Course’s 
future and the duration o f makeshift accommodation for members’ 
activities, led to a serious drop in membership (from nearly 400 to 80) 
which weakened the Club’s case for retention o f playing rights. 
Nevertheless, it fought hard and skilfully, particularly as the Course was 
developing into a beautiful playing area due largely to the efforts o f 
members. After twelve months o f investigations and negotiations, 
arrangements agreeable to all parties were arrived at and, at a ceremony 
held in ‘the old tin shed’ attended by Council aldermen and staff. 
Club committeemen and senior executives of the owners, the latter 
handed to Mayor Laurie McGinty in exchange for 10/- ($1) the deeds 
o f Castlecove Golf Course. The Club had been very strongly and ably 
supported by Council. Council proclaimed the Course ‘a perpetual 
playing area’ and invested the responsibility for its control, main
tenance and development in the Club, subject to certain conditions. 
The Club lost no time in appealing to members and prospective 
members for debentures to purchase land for a new clubhouse, parking 
area, possible future course development and to obviate housing 
development between fairways. Interest in the Club was soon restored 
and, when the new Clubhouse, built on the rocky eastern boundary.



was officially opened on 16 February 1965 by Aid. Laurie McGinty, 
Mayor o f Willoughby (q.v.) supported by George Brain, M.L.A. 
(Patron), the celebrations were spread over two dates to accommodate 
a membership o f nearly 1,000, plus official guests. The Club is owned 
by Castlecove Country Club Limited; the land is leased from 
Willoughby Council.

In 1981, the Club added three all-weather tennis courts to its general 
facilities.

BIODYNAMIC FARMING IN CASTLE COVE

This experiment was carried out successfully by Robert Henry Williams, 
salesman, and his wife Rhoda Louise (generally called Louise) on their 
one acre farm at the east end o f Boundary Street (south side). The land 
formed part o f a grant o f 21 ac 3 r (Portion 32) made to John B. Wilson 
and George S. Caird (qq.v.), jointly in 1878, which the Greater Sydney 
Development Association Limited (q.v.) acquired in 1920. Robert 
Henry Williams bought the land for his farm from the Association in 
1938 and later purchased another acre subdivided into lots. There were 
no houses in the vicinity.

Robert and Louise, both Australian born, were married in 1936 and 
lived in Wyalong Street, Willoughby before coming to live at Castle 
Cove. They were both members o f the Anthroposophical Society o f 
Australia and very knowledgeable on methods o f agriculture advocated 
by Rudolf Steiner, the Austrian philosopher, natural scientist and 
founder o f anthroposophy. They had a brick home built in 1939-40 
designed by Eric Nicholls (q.v.), fronting Boundary Street, and called 
it ‘Hawana’ , Aboriginal for wildflowers. Robert continued in his full
time job (protected during the Second World War) until 1945 and 
worked diligently on the farm at weekends and other times when 
free; Louise did what she could on the farm in between keeping house 
and bringing up their family o f two boys and a girl. On the farm they 
kept a horse for the family’s use, some goats and poultry, grew herbs 
and vegetables and experimental strips o f rye and wheat, strictly 
according to biodynamic methods (non-chemical) and later ground 
grain from their son’s farm (northern New South Wales) in their small 
grinding mill to make their own bread.

The goat’s milk was highly recommended by local doctors to nursing 
mothers short o f breast milk and the Williamses were only too pleased 
to sell for this purpose. They also sold freshly laid eggs and medicinal 
herbs. They taught themselves botany and attended the herb group o f 
the Agricultural Circle o f Farmers o f the Anthroposophical Society 
so that they could classify herbs correctly. Robert and Louise 
estabhshed a laboratory with some financial assistance from a friend



and made biodynamic preparations for distribution. Demand for these 
steadily increased and after visits to New Zealand in 1966 and South 
Africa in 1969, these countries were added to the export list. Henry 
built up sound knowledge o f grasses and their environmental needs 
and his advice was often sought by farmers on the most suitable 
pastures to grow on their properties. His services as a lecturer on aspects 
o f biodynamic fanning and anthroposophy were also in demand. 
Mr Williams died in 1984 after a short illness, aged 77 years. He was 
survived by his wife and three children. Louise carried on the business 
on a limited scale for two to three years with some help from one o f 
her sons and continues to receive some inquiries.

The home stands on a double block, otherwise the entire farm has 
been replaced by houses. In recognition o f the services o f Robert Henry 
Williams to biodynamic farming, a group o f supporters established a 
foundation in his honour called The Robert Williams Biodynamic 
Agriculture Foundation. The farm was labour intensive but a successful 
and interesting venture.

Each o f the three children o f Robert and Louise Willi2uns completed 
tertiary studies and each is connected in some way with anthroposophy 
and biodynamic farming. The elder son is a rock geologist in West 
Australia and leader o f the group o f anthroposophists in that State; 
the younger son has been farming without chemicals for about 
seventeen years on a 445 hectare farm on the Breeza Plains in northern 
New South Wales. He called his farm ‘Demeter’ after the Greek Goddess 
o f Grain. It is now the largest supplier o f stoneground biodynamic 
grain in Australia and a major producer o f chemiccd-free meat, some o f 
which he sells to ‘The Quality Meat Shop’ in Cremome; the daughter 
married and is a small primary producer o f beef cattle in the Cooma 
area.

Biodynamic farming is a scientific method o f  agriculture developed 
by Dr Rudolf Steiner in 1924 in Austria. Experimental work was 
successfully carried out in Switzerland and Germany, after which the 
method was adopted by several countries. In Australia, experimental 
work did not begin until 1938 but good results are now forthcoming 
in the growing o f  pastures, fruit, cereals and vegetables. Mrs Williams 
explains the biodynamic method thus:

The Bio-dynamic Method is a system o f  farming and gardening which aims 
at developing the organic and humic state o f  the soil with the consequent 
improvement in the plant and animal life living on it and ultimately, the 
health o f  man.
The conservation o f  organic matter is one o f  its main concerns. Compost 
and manures are important sources o f  organic matter which can be added to 
soils in order to improve them. These are not left to a chance fermentation 
when losses o f  valuable minerals, organic matter and nitrogen may occur.





In order to influence the humus forming process and “ digestion”  o f  raw 
materials the Bio-dynamic Preparations 502/7 are inserted into com post and 
manure heaps.
To enliven the soil and to increase the microflora and availability o f  trace 
elements the soil spray 500 is applied directly to the soil. R oot growth, and 
in particular the fine root hairs, is strengthened. This preparation is diluted 
in water and stirred continuously for one hour. It is sprayed immediately 
after stirring on to a moist soil.
The opposite pole in plant growth i.e. stem and leaf, is stimulated by the 
application o f  preparation 501. This spray enhances photosynthesis with 
resulting increase in carbohydrate formation and in assimilation. This prepar
ation is also stirred for one hour and finely atomized over the whole plant 
before and after flowering. All the preparations are biological.

TRANSPORT

It is interesting to review the modes o f transport used by the first 
permanent residents on Castle Cove peninsula, the Henry Willis Family, 
who took up residence at Innisfallen Castle in 1905. On most occasions 
the family travelled eastwards by water from their private wharf at 
Castle Cove to The Spit, thence by tram to Spit Junction or the ferry 
wharf at Milsons Point (after 1909 at McMahons Point), from where 
they could board a ferry to Circular Quay. To travel north-west to 
collect mail and newspapers from Roseville Station shopping centre or 
south-west to do business in Chatswood, they rode on horseback or in 
a horse-drawn vehicle. At times they may have travelled in the same 
way to the junction o f Victoria Avenue and Penshurst Street and 
boarded a tram to the ferry wharf, leaving the horse or horse and 
vehicle at nearby stables. It is understood that Dr Hastings Willis often 
walked, even to Chatswood. The Willis Family bought their first car in 
the early 1920s but later sold it and didn’t replace it until 1935. 
Repairs and mechanical overhauls must have been costly because of 
their frequency due to the crude, unsealed surfaces o f the roads.

In Castle Cove and in Middle Cove there were some Chinese market 
gardeners (q.v.) along Eastern Valley Way (then Warrane Road); it is 
almost certain they used horse and cart to transport themselves and 
their produce within and beyond the Municipality.

From 1930 and for many years afterwards. Forest Coach Lines 
provided a service to the East Roseville section o f the Municipality 
from Roseville Baths to the railway stations at Chatswood and Rose
ville.

Prior to September 1939 when Eastern Valley Way was opened for 
traffic and the Urban Transit Authority o f N.S.W. introduced its bus 
services 205, 206 and 207 to Wynyard from East Willoughby, East



Roseville and East Lindfield, there was no near transport from Castle 
Cove or Middle Cove to the city or elsewhere. However, this lack would 
have been o f little consequence since each o f these peninsulas was 
virtually uninhabited. The lack was a serious deterrent to land sales, to 
landowners’ intentions to build, to sightseers and to people without 
cars who may have wished to play golf at Castlecove Country Club.

From 1961 or thereabouts, Castle Cove residents have had transport 
to Chatswood from the junction o f Neerim and Cammaray Roads, by 
courtesy o f Forest Coach Lines Pty Ltd; unfortunately, the service is 
infrequent due to poor patronage as most families seem to have more 
than one car. Middle Cove residents have an infrequent UTA service 
into Chatswood. UTA provides the ‘school specials’ to Castle Cove 
Public School.

PUBLIC UTILITIES

The suburbs o f Castle Cove and Middle Cove were developed after the 
so-called ‘public utilities’ were established in Willoughby Municipality.

Water: ‘Town water’ became available in the Municipality in 1892, 
when the North Shore Water Supply Scheme was completed. Water was 
carried from the Ryde Pumping Station across the Lane Cove River on 
a pipe suspension bridge from Magdala Road, North Ryde to two 
service reservoirs, each o f lt4 million gallons capacity, at the corner o f 
Pacific Highway and Mowbray Road. The Metropolitan Board o f Water 
Supply and Sewerage (now Water Board), laid water mains in the 
settled parts o f the Municipality, and the residents had their houses 
connected to the system. As new parts o f the Municipality were sub
divided the Board extended its water mains.

Gas and Electricity: The North Shore Gas Co. Ltd supplied gas to 
Willoughby Municipality from 1896 to November 1983 when it was 
incorporated with the Australian Gas Light Co. As new parts o f the 
Municipality were subdivided the Company extended its gas mains. 
Natural gas was distributed in 1984.

Electricity, supplied by the Sydney City Council, was first available 
in the Municipcility in 1916. After 1936 the Sydney County Council 
took over the responsibility for supplying electricity.

Fire Brigade: The East Willoughby (later Willoughby) Fire Station 
was established in October 1905. See ‘Willoughby’ Booklet for its 
history.

Garbage Disposal: The Willoughby Garbage Destructor, better 
known as the Burley Griffin Incinerator, operated as such from 
1934 until 1965 in Small Street, Willoughby. The smoke and smell 
nuisance was objected to by both the Narembum and Northbridge 
Progress Associations, and after 1965 rubbish and garbage were used



for land-fill for what is now Bicentennial Reserve. The Incinerator 
finally closed in 1972 and since September 1980 a restaurant has 
operated in the building. In 1972 a privately operated Garbage Transfer 
Station was opened at Lanceley Place, Artarmon. It was closed in April 
1987 after the operators, Willoughby Disposals Pty Ltd, became 
insolvent. On 9 June 1987 Willoughby Council took over temporary 
operation until the Metropolitan Waste Disposal Authority’s depot 
opens in 1988 in Artarmon for receipt o f household and garden refuse.

Sewerage: When G. J. Dusseldorp’s company. Civil & Civic, decided 
to develop Middle Cove it discovered that the Water Board (prior to 
July 1987, Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board) would 
not be in a position to meet the demand for new sewerage works in 
that area for up to twenty years and even then it would be difficult 
and costly to provide a sewer to the subdivision because o f the rugged 
terrain.

Dusseldorp’s reaction to this problem was characteristic. The work 
o f  providing sewerage to the Middle Cove subdivision would obviously 
be less difficult and less expensive if done at the beginning when 
blasting would not interfere with any building work done or other 
improvements made. He approached the Water Board with the 
suggestion that Civil & Civic install the sewerage at its own cost, to the 
Board’s design. He reasoned that if the provision o f this service was 
imposed on developers as a condition o f  land subdivision, the Board 
could concentrate its resources on works such as its major carriers and 
outfalls. After some consideration o f the suggestion, the Board 
accepted Civil & Civic’s offer. This arrangement heralded the Board’s 
adoption in 1961 o f a pohcy requiring land developers to meet the cost 
o f additional water and sewerage services for new subdivisions.

In Castle Cove, some septic tanks were installed prior to 1958 when 
Hooker Corporation Ltd bought most o f  the available land on the 
peninsula and decided to follow the precedent set by G. J. Dusseldorp 
in Middle Cove in getting the sewerage system installed. The Cor
poration sought approval from the Water Board to install, at the 
Corporation’s expense, a sewerage system to the Board’s design on its 
subdivision. Approval was granted and Hooker withheld sales until 
the lots had been sewered.

ROADS AND STREETS IN 
CASTLE COVE AND MIDDLE COVE

A register o f Roads and Streets giving date o f proclamation and naming 
together with origin o f name, does not exist. It was decided to search 
through Council’s Rate Books and Valuation Lists, now housed in the 
Willoughby Municipal Library, to find the date when the road/street



was first assessed i.e. when it had privately owned property fronting on 
to it (vacant or built-on) as this date would in most cases, approximate 
the date o f formation and naming. Further, it was realised that the rate 
records would indicate changes in name and the Estates through which 
the road/street passes.

In some cases the road/street may have existed in crude form before 
the assessment date e.g. as a track or carriageway 15 feet wide, without 
any ratable property fronting it. In the early days o f the Municipality, 
access roads were merely clearings through the bush without ballast or 
drainage as most contracts let by tender were to stump and clear half a 
chain (33 feet) wide. The clearings became overgrown if neglected and 
surfaces were quickly damaged in wet weather and from use by horse- 
drawn vehicles. This was the case with Cammaray and Kendall Roads 
in Castle Cove and Cawarrah Road in Middle Cove.

On each peninsula, the first attempt at residential development was 
made in 1886 when Andrew Armstrong subdivided his Cammaray 
Estate (q.v.). In each area, one street on the original Estate has survived 
in name and general location i.e. Kendall Road (Castle Cove) and 
Cawarrah Road (Middle Cove). Greater Sydney Development Associ
ation Limited named some streets on each o f the peninsulas, choosing 
to highhght land and water features. In Middle Cove, Lend Lease, 
through Civil & Civic Pty Ltd, reflected the nationality and partiality 
for nautical terms o f its director, Gerardus J. Dusseldorp; in Castle 
Cove, Hooker Corporation Ltd elected to perpetuate the Aboriginal 
inhabitation o f the Lower North Shore by choosing Aboriginal names 
for its streets. With the exception o f Boundary Street and Eastern 
Valley Way, all roads/streets were named by the developers who 
dedicated the land. The overall analysis o f their earliest assessment date 
reveals that, in Castle Cove, with the exception o f Boundary Street 
(1924), Cammaray Road (1888), Eastern Valley Way (1938) and 
Kendall Road (1944 but named 1888), all roads/streets were named 
within the period 1944-71. In Middle Cove, with the exception of 
Cawarrah Road (1947 but named 1888), Eastern Valley Way (1938) 
and Sugarloaf Crescent (1926-28), all roads/streets were named in the 
period 1941-56.

CASTLE COVE

ALLAMBIE ROAD -  1956: Dedicated when a resubdivision o f part o f 
Portions 33, 35, 36 and 37 was carried out by Headland Develop
ments Pty Limited, a Hooker Corporation subsidiary. Named by 
Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘a quiet place’ .

AMAROO AVENUE -  1956: As for ALLAMBIE ROAD. Aboriginal 
for ‘a beautiful place’ .

RAMPI PLACE -  1960: Dedicated when the Headland Heights and



Innisfallen Castle Estates were developed by Hooker-Rex Estates. 
Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘bushland’, 
‘forest’ or ‘scrub’ .

BOUNDARY STREET (eastern end) — 1924: The south side forms the 
northern boundary o f Castle Cove. The most westerly portion 
bordering Chatswood was first assessed in 1888. Prior to 1907, 
Boundary Street was called Albert Street, after Albert, Prince 
Consort (1819-61), husband o f Queen Victoria o f Great Britain and 
Ireland. The centre o f the road is the boundary o f the municipalities 
o f Willoughby and Ku-ring-gai and o f the parishes o f Willoughby 
and Gordon.

CAMMARAY ROAD — 1888: Cammaray Road today is the sophis
ticated upgraded ‘tail’ o f an old and much longer road (sometimes 
spelt Cammeray) which traversed the north-eastern side o f the 
peninsula, from slightly east o f today’s junction o f Kendall and 
Headland Roads. Hooker Corporation through its subsidiaries. 
Headland Developments Pty Limited and Hooker-Rex Estates, 
decided for topographical reasons to eliminate a major part o f the 
old road and to substitute new roads e.g. Neerim Road. This required 
legal action through Willoughby Council, Lands Department and 
Lands Titles Office to have the section o f road declared ‘unwanted’ 
and to have the land rights vested in Hooker Corporation Ltd, who 
paid all expenses and dedicated the land for the new roads. The 
Willis Family (q.v.) used the old road to get to Roseville Post Office. 
From September 1898 there are references in Willoughby Council’s 
Minutes to complaints from Henry Willis and later, from his son, 
Henry Hastings, about the bad state o f the road. Council’s reply 
was it “ did not feel justified in spending money on it” . It seems 
most probable that the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited which bought the Cammaray Estate (q.v.) from 
Andrew Armstrong in the late 1880s, renamed ‘Corrobare Road’ 
(see Estate plan) to ‘Cammaray Road’ after the Estate. Cammaray 
Road appears on a 1905 street directory map.

CASTLE COVE DRIVE: A  public but not a dedicated road, originally 
made by the Water Bocird to give access to its western Harbour 
sub-main in the inner peninsula. Not within Hooker Corporation’s 
subdivision but closed during its operations; the Corporation did not 
favour re-opening the Drive because that would generate traffic 
problems. However, it was re-opened and upgraded by Willoughby 
Council at the request o f Dr Henry Hastings Willis for whom it was 
the main access road to Chatswood and Willoughby. It is maintained 
by Council and passes through a public open space recreation area 
(Willis Park) on the Deepwater Estate, owned and developed by 
Greater Sydney Development Association Limited. Gazetted Castle 
Cove Drive in October 1969. Preceded by an undeveloped road.



thought to have been Sugarloaf Road (1888-1922), the forerunner 
o f which was a ‘good cattle track’ as shown on an 1857 Crown Land 
Sales map.

CHERRY PLACE -  1971: Established when the Innisfallen Castle 
Estate was developed by Hooker-Rex Estates and lies beside the 
northern boundary o f the Castle grounds. Named by the Willis 
Family, on the initiative o f Hooker Corporation, after Nigel Cherry 
Willis and his family — the Cherry Willises — cousins o f Dr Henry 
Hastings Willis, then owner o f the Castle. Nigel, a solicitor, owned 
some land between the Castle and the H. C. Press Estate (q.v.).

COVE CIRCUIT -  1953: Connects Kendall and Headland Roads just 
below where they fork, making a roundabout but not a circular 
drive; it lies between two coves which Burley Griffin named Castle 
Cove and Crag Cove. Named by Greater Sydney Development 
Association Limited.

DA YMAR PLACE -  1960: Dedicated when the Headland Heights and 
Innisfallen Castle Estates were developed by Hooker-Rex Estates. 
Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘red ridge’ .

DEEPWATER ROAD  -  1947, 1956, early 1960s: The older portion 
is on the Deepwater Estate, owned and developed by Greater Sydney 
Development Association Limited and so-named because there is 
deep water on each side o f the tip o f the headland. Later extended 
by Headland Developments Pty Limited, a Hooker Corporation 
subsidiary, and further extended by Hooker-Rex Estates when it 
developed the Headland Heights and Innisfallen Castle Estates. 
Named by Greater Sydney Development Association Limited after 
its Deepwater Estate.

DENA WEN A VENUE -  1960: Dedicated when the Headland Heights 
and Innisfallen Castle Estates were developed by Hooker-Rex 
Estates. Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘to

EASTERN VALLEY WAY -  1938: Constructed in the 1930s, after 
much agitation for a connecting road from Northbridge to East 
Roseville to provide alternative access to the city and better access 
to Middle Harbour and Upper North Shore Suburbs. Burley Griffin 
is credited with the idea and route. The work was primarily under
taken as an unemployment relief project during the Depression years. 
The Way was opened for traffic in September 1939 and the East 
Lindfield bus service commenced. With its completion, Eric Street 
(Northbridge), Lyle Street (Willoughby) and portion o f Warrane 
Road (East Roseville) ceased to exist. Lyle Street which ran from the 
eastern end o f Victoria Avenue to Edinburgh Road was named by 
one o f the Forsyth family (Thomas Todd Forsyth had owned the 
land from Sugarloaf Creek to Edinburgh Road), after the maternal 
family name ‘Lile’, incorrectly spelt ‘Lyle’ . The Castle Cove section



o f the Way broke the continuity o f Warrane Road which existed in 
crude form from Robert Street, Willoughby to Roseville Chase. 
Sections now exist in these places and in Castle Cove (Warrane 
Place).

EMERSTAN DRIVE — 1971: Dedicated when the Innisfallen Castle 
Estate was subdivided by Hooker-Rex Estates and extended when 
the H. C. Press Estate (q.v.) was subdivided by Middle Harbour 
Investments Ltd. Named by the Willis Family o f Innisfallen Castle 
in memory o f two sons o f Henry Willis, brothers o f Dr Henry 
Hastings Willis — Edward Emerson, killed in Egypt in World War I, 
and Victor Stanley who died o f typhoid in 1915.

HEADLAND ROAD — 1953, 1956: The older portion o f the road was 
established and named by Greater Sydney Development Association 
Limited. Headland Developments Pty Limited and later, Hooker-Rex 
Estates extended the road but retained the original name. It encircles 
a promontory on the north-west side o f the headland from which 
there are commanding views o f Middle Harbour.

HOLLY STREET -  1944: Constructed when Greater Sydney Develop
ment Association Limited developed its Deepwater Estate No. 1. 
Named by the Willis Family o f Innisfallen Castle, after Holly Clarice, 
wife o f  Victor Stanley Willis, son o f Henry and brother o f Dr Henry 
Hastings Willis, who died o f typhoid in 1915.

KENDALL ROAD — 1944: Has existed in name and location since 
1886 when it appeared in Willoughby Council’s Rate Book for 
North Willoughby and on a map o f the Cammaray Estate (q.v.). 
Although it continued to be shown on street directory and other 
locality maps, no further mention o f it was made in Rate Books until 
1944 when a few blocks had been sold between Boundary and Holly 
Streets by the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited, 
the owner o f  the land since 1920. The Association extended the road 
from Holly Street to Cove Circuit. Named by Andrew Armstrong, 
the original owner o f  the Cammaray Estate, probably after Kendall' 
the place south o f Port Macquarie, N.S.W., an area he knew well.

KORINYA ROAD — 1960: Dedicated when the Headland Heights and 
Innisfallen Castle Estates were developed by Hooker-Rex Estates. 
Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘small burrowing 
native rat’.

MANNERIM PLACE _  I960: As for KORINYA ROAD. Aboriginal 
for ‘gum trees’ .

MORELLA PLACE -  I960: As for KORINYA ROAD. Aboriginal 
for ‘hill’.

NEERIM ROAD  — 1956, 1960: Was developed in sections, the result 
o f Hooker Corporation’s decision to shorten and relocate old 
Cammaray Road for topographical reasons. The oldest section 
originally formed part o f Cammaray Road; later sections were



established by Headland Developments Pty Limited and Hooker-Rex 
Estates. Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for ‘high’, 
‘elevated’ or ‘long’.

PADULLA PLACE -  1960: As for KORINYA ROAD. Aboriginal for 
‘stone’ .

PARNOO A VENUE — 1956: Dedicated when Headland Developments 
Pty Limited carried out a resubdivision o f parts o f Portions 33, 35, 
36 and 37. Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for 
‘small’ .

PIN DARI A VENUE — 1956: As for PARNOO AVENUE with change 
o f Portions to 32, 34, 35, 37, 40 and 43. Aboriginal for ‘high 
ground’ .

ROSEBRIDGE AVENUE — 1944: Dedicated when Greater Sydney 
Development Association Limited developed its Deepwater Estate 
No. 1. Probably named by the Association and so-called because it 
led to the old Roseville Bridge and was used as a bypass by bridge 
traffic. It is understood that Burley Griffin, managing director o f 
the Association, intended it to be a circular road.

SUGAR LOAF ROAD  — 1888: Listed in Rate Books for 1888-1922 
but brief details conflict. Not named on area maps. It is thought 
to have been the forerunner o f Castle Cove Drive (q.v.) but longer in 
length, leading close to Little (now Yeoland) Sugarloaf. See 
‘Sugarloaf Bay’ in ‘Middle Harbour’ section.

TERALBA ROAD: One o f the roads on the 1886 Cammaray Estate 
(q.v.) and as such mentioned in the North Willoughby Rate Book, 
after which there is no mention, but it continued to be shown on 
early street and other locality maps. It branched o ff Kendall Road 
to the east and led into old Cammaray Road. When Hooker Cor
poration shortened and relocated Cammaray Road for topographical 
reasons in the late 1950s and early ’60s, it established NEERIM 
ROAD and made redundant Teralba Road.

WARRANE PLACE — 1960: Named by Willoughby Council in De
cember 1961 after Warrane Road, Willoughby and East Roseville, 
o f which it formed a connecting part prior to the completion of 
Eastern Valley Way in 1939. Construction o f the Way made re
dundant that section o f Warrane Road extending from Victoria 
Avenue to Boundary Street. Aboriginal for ‘Sydney Town’.

WARRAWEE AVENUE — 1960: Dedicated when the Headland 
Heights and Innisfallen Castle Estates were developed by Hooker- 
Rex Estates. Named by Hooker Corporation Ltd. Aboriginal for 
‘rest a while’, ‘stop here’, ‘a favourite resting place when walkabout’ .

WILLOWIE ROAD -  1960: As for WARRAWEE AVENUE. Ab
original for ‘green trees’.

WILLIS ROAD — 1971: Dedicated when the Innisfallen Castle 
Estate was developed by Hooker-Rex Estates. Named by Hooker



Corporation Ltd after the Willis Family o f Innisfallen Castle. The 
road passes through the estate o f Dr Henry Hastings Willis, son of 
Henry Willis and Mayor o f  Willoughby 1943-44.

MIDDLE COVE

CAWARRAH ROAD  — 1947: At times, incorrectly spelt ‘Gawarrah’ . 
Has appeared on subdivision and other locality maps o f the Middle 
Cove peninsula since 1886. Named by Andrew Armstrong (see 
‘Cammaray Estate’) probably, but incorrectly, after the town and 
goldfield o f Cawarral, Qld. In August 1947 Willoughby Council 
cailled for tenders for its formation “ from Eastern Valley Way 
easterly for approx. 840 ft” . Passes through Harbour Heights No. 2 
Estate, developed by the Greater Sydney Development Association 
Limited.

COVELEE CIRCUIT — 1941: On the Middlecove Estate developed 
by the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited. By joining 
Cawarrah Road it makes possible a circuit drive from Eastern Valley 
Way. The developer’s choice o f name was probably prompted by its 
purpose and nautical position.

GLENROY AVENl^E — 1941: On the Greenfield Estate which may 
have been developed by the Greater Sydney Development Associ
ation Limited. Possibly named by the Association after Glenroy in 
the Lochaber district o f  Inverness-shire, Scotland.

GREENFIELD A VENUE — 1941: Named after the Greenfield Estate 
through which it passes. The Estate may have been so called because 
grass and other growth on it were generally greener than the 
surrounding landscape; it once formed part o f Chen Ah Teak’s 
Chinese market gardens (q.v.).

HARBOUR LANE: A narrow thoroughfare on the Harbour Heights 
Estate, with no ratable property fronting it. It leads to Rembrandt 
Drive and Harold Reid Reserve from which panoramic views o f 
Middle Harbour can be gained. Named by Gerardus J. Dusseldorp, 
then Director o f Civil & Civic Pty Ltd (a Lend Lease company), 
developer o f the Harbour Heights Estate.

HEIGHTS CRESCENT — 194 7: Crescent shaped and on high land near 
the entrance to the peninsula. Named by Greater Sydney Develop
ment Association Limited.

HIGHLAND RIDGE — 1956: It lies about mid-centre o f the headland 
and follows the line of highest elevation. Named by Gerardus J. 
Dusseldorp (see HARBOUR LANE).

LINCOLN AVENUE — 1941: On Sugarloaf Estate, developed by 
Greater Sydney Development Association. Origin o f name could 
not be established; may have been named by the Association after 
Lincoln, County o f Nebraska, U.S.A.



NORTH ARM ROAD — 1956: Travels along the ridge above the 
North Arm (now Castle Cove) o f Sugarloaf Bay, Middle Harbour, o f 
which the road commands outstanding views. Named by Gerardus J. 
Dusseldorp (see HARBOUR LANE).

QUARRY ROAD: See SUGARLOAF CRESCENT.
REMBRANDT DRIVE — 1956: Encircles the headland. Named by 

Gerardus J. Dusseldorp, o f Dutch descent and an admirer o f  van 
Rijn Rembrandt (1606-69), a Dutch painter o f outstanding merit.

SUGARLOAF CRESCENT -  1926-28: The lower, southern portion 
on the northern boundary o f Sunnyside Estate, Castlecrag, was 
the first section to be formed. So named by John (later Sir John) 
Cramer, managing director o f the syndicate which developed the 
Sunnyside Estate, because o f its proximity to Sugarloaf Creek, The 
Sugarloaf (now ‘Willoughby Sugarloaf’) and Sugarloaf Bay. The 
Crescent was extended by later developers e.g. Greater Sydney 
Development Association and Civil & Civic Pty Ltd. In December 
1941, the Minister o f Local Government approved the incorporation 
o f Quarry Road into Sugarloaf Crescent. Quarry Road led to a 
nearby quarry. See Sugarloaf Bay in ‘Middle Harbour’ section for 
origin o f term ‘Sugarloaf’ .

THE LEE — 1941: A short street on Middlecove Estate, on the wind
ward side o f the headland. Named by Greater Sydney Development 
Association Limited.

THE QUARTERDECK — 1956: Of restricted length, it branches o ff 
to the north o f North Arm Road like a viewing platform and over
looks the North Arm (now Castle Cove) o f Sugarloaf Bay, Middle 
Harbour. Named by Gerardus J. Dusseldorp who had sound nautical 
knowledge and liked to use nautical terms.

PROGRESS ASSOCIATIONS AND 
CASTLE COVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

In general, the interests o f Castle Cove and Middle Cove are catered 
for by the Middle Harbour Progress Association, formed on 26 Feb
ruary 1925, on the initiative o f a few ratepayers who met at the home 
o f James Michael Carroll on 6 February to discuss the formation o f a 
Progress Association. It was decided to call a public meeting to be held 
in the Congregational School Hall, Penshurst Street, Willoughby on 
26 February, the outcome o f which was the formation o f the 
Willoughby Park District Progress Association (later Middle Harbour 
Progress Association). The foundation Executive comprised W. M. 
Diblin, President; William Cook, Honorary Secretary; and James M. 
Carroll, Honorary Treasurer.

The Association meets monthly in the Willoughby Park Pavilion and
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initiates action on matters o f concern to residents and cooperates with 
and supports the efforts o f neighbouring Associations, e.g. Castlecrag 
and Northbridge, in matters o f common interest. It has been an active 
and effective organisation throughout the years and its efforts have 
been rewarded with many successes for the betterment o f resident 
conditions and increased community facilities — a testimony to the 
dedicated and strong leadership given by office-bearers, several o f 
whom have become prominent in municipal affairs and civic life e.g. 
as aldermen on Willoughby Council, as Mayor o f the Municipality 
or as the local member o f Parliament.

Important among the matters o f concern have been: the construction 
and completion o f Eastern Valley Way; extensions to Edinburgh Road 
and Boundary Street; better transport services; extensions o f the 
sewerage system; more mailing facilities and improved mail delivery 
services; increase in number o f Baby Health Centres; implementation 
o f the Free Library Act; abolition o f the Sydney Harbour Bridge toll; 
establishment o f a Youth Welfare and National Fitness Club at 
Willoughby Park; the establishment o f community centres, retirement 
homes, kindergartens, etc. During World War II, it excelled itself by 
fostering enthusiasm and cooperation to aid the War effort by staging 
a Patriotic Carnival in Willoughby Park on 22 February 1941 to raise 
sufficient finance to buy two motor ambulances for the fighting 
services. The event was an outstanding success. Another significant 
community project initiated by the Association was a continuous 
fund-raising campaign, extending from 1944-54 to raise £6,000 towards 
the cost o f a Youth and Community Activities Centre at Willoughby 
Park. The objective was realised and the Governor o f N.S.W. opened the 
Willoughby Park Centre in July 1954. The Centre offers a wide range of 
recreational and educational activities and meets an important 
community need.

The Middle Harbour Progress Association is vigilant and articulate 
in all matters concerning the quality o f life o f residents in the Middle 
Harbour Ward. The President is Eric Carlson who has given continuous 
service since 1966. (See ‘Willoughby’ Booklet for biography.)

Castle Cove once had its own Progress Association, formed in 1952 
as the Castle Cove-East Roseville Progress Association, with Laurence 
McGinty (q.v.) its foundation president, a position which he held for 
three years. From 1955 the Association seems to have ceased operation, 
perhaps because the East Roseville section broke away to amalgamate 
with a group in the Ku-ring-gai Municipality and the small Castle Cove 
section’s needs could be met by the Middle Harbour Progress 
Association. Laurie McGinty represented Middle Harbour Ward on 
Willoughby Council from 1957-68.

In the early 1970s, Willoughby Council appointed a Castle Cove 
Community Committee under section 530A of the Local Government



Act 1919 (as amended) to.

• advise Council on matters pertaining to the area and to 
undertake such duties and functions as will enable the 
District generally to maintain its special character and en
vironment,

• advise Council on the requirements o f the residents o f the 
area,

• undertake investigations required by Council.

The Committee had a President and a Secretary. It has not held a 
meeting since the late 1970s. Middle Cove did not have a comparable 
Committee.

CASTLE COVE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
corner o f Kendall Road and Holly Street (both sides)

Castle Cove Public School, formerly Roseville East Public School, 
stands on land originally granted to John Bowie Wilson, M.L.A. and 
George Sutherland Caird (qq.v.), as tenants in common, in 1878. The 
area o f the grant was twenty-six and a half acres, o f which the School 
now occupies three acres on the north side o f Holly Street for its 
Infants Department and almost four acres on the opposite side o f the 
road for its Primary Department and Main Administration Building. 
The site is serviced mornings and afternoons by government operated 
‘school special’ buses; Forest Coach Lines’ regular daily service from 
Chatswood to the headland passes the site.

Establishment o f a school was approved in October 1949 in antici
pation o f the needs o f an expanding population on the headland. It 
did not become a reality until January 1952 when the School opened 
as the Roseville East Infants School under the administration o f Clarice 
Drury, in an aluminium double unit classroom building. Twelve months 
later it became the Roseville East Public School and from August 1957, 
the Castle Cove Public School. The present headmaster, Ronald A. 
Matthews, was appointed in January 1986 and is the School’s tenth 
Teacher-in-Charge.

The School had its 36th birthday in January 1988 and can be justly 
proud o f the progress it has made in the intervening years. Present 
enrolment is about 330 pupils, o f whom a little less than half are in 
the Infants Department. There are now eight classrooms, an Arts & 
Crafts room, an administration unit and brick toilet block on the 
Infants site, but children still enjoy a spacious, grassy playground with 
a range o f play equipment and planted surrounds to all buildings. On 
the Primary Department’s site are seven classrooms, some brick, some
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weatherboard, a handball court, assembly hall (the ‘shell’ ), library, a 
well-designed toilet block and a bushland ‘cross-country track’ . The 
playground is attractive with some natural rock outcrops, plantings 
o f  native flowering shrubs and bushland background.

The total full-time teaching establishment is thirteen, plus the 
headmaster; a librarian, E.S.L. teacher, music teacher and specialist 
teacher are employed part-time; there are five full-time ancillary staff 
and a one-day-per-week general assistant. The School has an active and 
sympathetic Parents and Citizens Association. The present headmaster 
describes his school as modem, but traditional in the emphasis placed 
on language, mathematics Emd the fostering o f self-discipline in 
children.

Pupils come from Castle Cove, Castlecrag and Middle Cove. A census 
taken by the headmaster in 1987 revealed that 20.6% o f the student 
population came from non-English speaking backgrounds, as the figures 
below indicate:

Chinese 22 French 2
Japanese 20 German 2
Armenian 7 Arabic 1
Greek 5 Korean 1
Italian 4 Spanish 1
Finnish 2 Yugoslav 1

On completion o f primary education pupils go to Willoughby Girls’ 
High School, Crows Nest Boys’ High School or Killamey Heights High 
School (coeducational). Pupils are also eligible for selection to North 
Sydney Girls’ and North Sydney Boys’ High Schools.

The School is a strong and frequent contributor to the performing 
arts, having a junior and a senior band under the management o f an 
autonomous Band Committee comprised o f parents and an experienced 
bandmaster. Practice sessions often start at 8.30 am and some parents 
attend to give encouragement and constructive support. The bands 
play at musical festivals and other public functions, visit nursing homes 
in the Municipality and, at times, host visiting bands. The School is 
also developing strength in the visual arts.

The Assembly Hall was designed by Trevor Jones, senior lecturer in 
Architecture, University o f Sydney. Funds for its construction were 
raised by the Castle Cove Parents and Citizens Association in 1968 and 
augmented by the Department o f Education in 1970. It opened in April 
1970. Fixed seating seriously inhibits its flexibility.

The Parents and Citizens Association began agitating for improved 
library facilities in 1975. Three years later, a citizens’ petition requested 
the Department to supply a demountable library building but demand 
exceeded the Department’s supply capacity. The P & C decided to 
submit a plan prepared by a parent-architect for the conversion o f a



classroom and enclosure o f a verandah to meet library needs. The 
Association met all costs and had the gratification o f seeing much 
improved library amenities in operation in September 1983. The library 
is carpeted and colourful; it has a fair range o f printed and audio-visual 
materials and closed-circuit television.

The School is fortunate in having its own ‘cross-country track’ for 
exercise and practice. Its own prestige must be enhanced when it has 
the honour to host competing teams. Pupils o f Castle Cove Public 
School enjoy an interesting educational environment in very pleasant 
surroundings.

ST PAUL THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH,
Deepwater Road

The area which is now Castle Cove is within the boundaries o f the 
Catholic parish o f Chatswood. Until 1945 there was little development 
on the peninsula east o f Eastern Valley Way, but with the post World 
War II building boom in the East Roseville, Roseville Chase and East 
Lindfield areas and near the north-western boundary o f Castle Cove, 
many young Catholic families moved into the area, and the need for a 
Mass Centre grew. Land was purchased where the Roseville Chase 
Community Centre is now located but this was later required by the 
Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council for public purposes. An area o f land 
fronting Deepwater Road was purchased in 1949 from the Greater 
Sydney Development Association Limited which owned a large area o f 
the Castle Cove peninsula. The land also had a frontage on Boundary 
Street, giving access from that direction. It was decided to erect a build
ing which would be used for the celebration o f Mass and could be 
partitioned into classrooms, no doubt as a school for younger children 
whose numbers were increasing.

The l£md purchased was originally part o f a Crown grant to Haynes 
Gibbes Alleyne in 1858, and was adjacent to the Chinese market 
gardens on the Eastern Valley Way side.

Father W. O ’Flynn was the Parish Priest at Chatswood about the 
time the land was acquired but, owing to his ill-health, it was Father 
Leo Murphy, the Administrator o f the parish, who arranged for the 
purchase o f the land. The site was cleared and the erection o f the 
church-school was commenced in early 1953, the architects being Hirst 
and Kennedy, and the builder, Paul Archer. Father (later Monsignor) 
Thomas Harrington became Parish Priest o f Chatswood about the time 
the building was completed. At first it had been suggested that the 
church be named Blessed Pius X  after the famous Pope o f that name, 
but it was decided to choose the name o f a canonised saint and it 
became St Paul the Apostle. At about the same time a church was
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built at West Chatswood, also in the Chatswood Parish, and this was 
named St Peter the Apostle.

St Paul the Apostle Church was opened by His Grace, Archbishop 
Eris O ’Brien, on 30 August 1953. Since that time, Mass has been said 
regularly at 8.15 am on Sundays and also on Holy Days o f Obligation, 
the celebrating priests coming from Chatswood, with assistance at 
times from the Blessed Sacrament Fathers who for a time had a house 
at East Roseville.

With the development and improvement o f bus services to the 
Catholic schools at Chatswood, the need for a school at East Roseville 
abated and, except for one year (1964) when two classes from Our 
Lady o f  Dolours School were moved to St Paul the Apostle, pending 
completion o f the new High School at Chatswood, the building has not 
been used as a school.

Of recent years, Polish priests have celebrated Mass on Sunday 
mornings for Catholic members o f the Polish community in Sydney, 
who attend in large numbers to hear Mass said in the language o f their 
former homeland.

The Catholic people o f Castle Cove and the adjacent areas are 
grateful that they can attend Mass at St Paul the Apostle. The design of 
the building is attractive in its simplicity, with spacious windows to 
ensure plenty o f light. The structure is o f light coloured brick. The 
fine altar and tabernacle were presented by Mrs Beasley and family, 
in memory o f her husband, the late John Beasley, M.H.R. Church 
property covers about two acres.



PERIOD 1954 to 1987

The emergence of 
the Suburbs of 

Castle Cove 
and

Middle Cove



THE DEVELOPERS

The story o f G. J. Dusseldorp’s involvement in the development o f 
Middle Cove and L. J. Hooker’s in that o f Castle Cove is told in the 
‘Introduction: Period 1954 to 1987’.

GERARDUS JOZEF DUSSELDORP

Bom on 2 December 1918, in Utrecht, Holland, Gerardus Jozef 
Dusseldorp became a brilli2mt engineer and administrator and, since 
1950 has made an outstanding contribution to Australia’s industrial, 
residential and commercial future. Before coming to Australia with his 
wife and family in May 1951, Gerardus was head o f the fast-growing 
construction department o f Bredero’s Bouwbedrijf o f Utrecht, 
Holland’s largest building firm. He had come to Australia in 1950 as his 
firm’s representative to investigate and report on Australia’s future and 
opportunities in the construction industry. This assignment followed a 
ceremony held in the Snowy Mountains in October 1949, when the 
then Governor-General, Sir William McKell, by pushing a plunger in the 
Eucumbene Gorge, had signalled Australia’s commitment to an 
immense hydro-electric and irrigation scheme. Dusseldorp’s sound 
judgment, penetrating insight and keen powers o f observation led him 
to make an enthusiastic and persuasive report at the end o f 1950, on 
which his firm based its decision to venture forward in Australia, 
jointly with another Dutch firm. Royal Dutch Harbour Company.

Civil & Civic Contractors was formed with Bredero’s as the operating 
partner. Dusseldorp later became its Managing Director. An intensive 
campaign was carried out in Holland to recruit suitable tradesmen. 
Gerardus Jozef Dusseldorp and his firm played a prominent role in the 
construction o f the Snowy Mountains Scheme and the establishment o f 
villages in the area. In Sydney, among many things, he will be 
remembered for the building o f Australia Square. He is the present 
Chairman o f Lend Lease Corporation Ltd.

SIR LESLIE JOSEPH HOOKER (1903-1976)

Little is known of L. J. Hooker’s pre-working life except that he was
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bom  in 1903, orphaned at eight years o f age and left school at thirteen. 
His first job  seems to have been as office boy with Mitsui & Co. (Aust) 
Ltd, after which he went to sea and later became assistant purser on a 
Bums Philp ship.

In 1926 he entered business as a partner in a building firm with a 
city office but, early in 1928 at the age o f twenty-four, he started his 
own small real estate agency in Maroubra.

On 20 September o f that year, L. J. Hooker Limited was registered 
to operate this agency business, which by skilful management survived 
the difficult Depression and Second World War years and became the 
forerunner o f today’s diversified Hooker Corporation Limited Group. 
It progressed to the opening o f suburban branches, the acquisition 
o f a city auction room and the holding o f on-site auctions; it achieved 
public company status on the Sydney Stock Exchange on 1 July 
1947.

The company continued successfully to pursue its progressive policy 
by opening more branches, venturing into interstate and later overseas 
enterprises, taking over other companies e.g. Mainguard (Australia) 
Limited and partly-owned Hooker companies and restructuring the 
managerial functions within its own organisation.

In 1958, the parent company’s name was changed to L. J. Hooker 
Investment Corporation Limited with L. J. Hooker Limited assuming 
the real estate business. Hooker Finance Company Limited (from 1965, 
Network Finance Limited) was formed and in 1960 floated as a 
separate publicly listed company. The Hooker-Rex Company Limited 
became wholly owned in 1959 and known later as Hooker-Rex Estates 
responsible for the Group’s residential and industrial land developments 
and hence for the Castle Cove project. In 1968 the parent company’s 
name was changed to Hooker Corporation Limited.

Leslie Hooker was a Fellow o f the Australian Institute o f Manage
ment, the Institute o f Directors, Vice-President o f Sydney Hospital, 
Life Governor and Director, Royal N.S.W. Institution for Deaf and 
Blind Children, and a Director o f the Council for Integrated Deaf 
Education. He was knighted in 1973 for services to commerce and the 
community and retired in 1974 as chairman o f the parent company, 
remaining on the Board as Founder Chairman — a title reserved for 
him alone. Sir Leslie Joseph Hooker died on 30 June 1976.

It was Sir Leslie’s vision, leadership and initiative that brought about 
the expansion o f a small estate agency business into Australia’s leading 
real estate agency chain. He also launched the Corporation on its 
diversification programme which led to the broadly based national and 
international group o f today. Sir Leslie always took a personal interest 
in the careers and welfare o f his employees.

Sir Leslie married Madeline A. Price in 1934; they had two sons and 
a daughter.



VALLEY VIEW BOWLING & RECREATIONAL CLUB LIMITED 
Eastern Valley Way, Middle Cove

Arising from interest expressed by The Castle Cove-East Roseville 
Progress Association in the provision o f a bowling club, a Provisional 
Committee was established in August 1958 to negotiate with 
Willoughby Municipal Council for a suitable site on which to construct 
bowling greens and a clubhouse, and to initiate action to form a Valley 
View Bowling Club which would be affiliated with the Royal N.S.W. 
Bowling Association. The Willoughby Lodge o f the Grand United Order 
o f Oddfellows Friendly Society, which had undertaken to loan £22,500 
to finance the initial undertaking, was strongly represented on the 
Committee and initially the words ‘Grand United’ were included in the 
Club’s name. A portion o f Willis Park, the former site o f the Septic 
Tank Extension System, and on land originally granted to George 
W oodcock (q.v.) in 1858, was leased from Council. The inaugural 
meeting of Grand United Valley View Bowling Club was held at 
Chatswood on 24 November 1958 and attended by some thirty 
citizens. £1,100 was subscribed by debenture shares. Bill Dempster 
presented a report on the activities to date o f the Provisional 
Committee and outlined plans for development o f the site in Willis 
Park.

In February 1959 the Provisional Committee negotiated a contract 
to clear the land and prepare for the construction o f the first green. It 
also organised a house-to-house canvass in neighbouring areas for 
prospective members. An inaugural meeting o f members and pros
pective members followed on 11 March 1959 when Bill Lord was 
elected foundation President and Bill Dempster first Secretary of the 
Valley View Bowling Club Limited. Provisional affiliation with the 
Royal N.S.W. Bowling Club was granted on 1 July 1959. The first 
Annual General Meeting took place on 21 August 1959.

The formative years were difficult but much expense was saved 
and progress greatly advanced by frequent, almost continuous, working 
bees o f voluntary workers comprising members and their friends, 
staunchly supported by their wives who helped keep them refreshed.

The Valley View Bowling Club Limited became the first mixed 
Bowling Club on the North Shore when the Valley View Women’s 
Bowling Club was formed on 24 November 1959. Although the event 
was not officially celebrated until 30 November 1961 when Mrs Gladys 
Patterson, President o f the N.S.W. Women’s Bowling Association, 
formally opened the Club, members were able to play at neighbouring 
clubs.

A contract for the first section o f a Clubhouse, let in October 1959, 
was completed in April 1960 and the building was officially opened on 
5 November 1960 by Bill Kay, President o f the Royal N.S.W. Bowling
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Association. Willoughby’s Mayor, Laurie McGinty (q.v.) and William J. 
Lazarus, Grand Master o f the Grand United Order o f  Oddfellows 
Friendly Society, attended the ceremony. After some five years when 
the loan from Grand United was repaid, a small subcommittee o f 
members redesigned the badge to its present form and wording.

Membership increased rapidly in the early years necessitating a third 
green which was constructed mainly by voluntary help from members 
and their friends. Later, a fourth green was built the same way and 
named after one o f its members, Gordon Sargeant, who achieved world 
fame subsequent to winning the Club’s Singles Championship in 1963 
and 1965 and being runner-up in 1964. In 1963 the Clubhouse was 
extended to provide increased accommodation and improved facilities 
for the well-attended social functions.

The Club altered its articles o f association in 1980 to give female 
members full status and voting rights, the first mixed club on the North 
Shore to do so. Gladys Norris became the Club’s senior executive in
1981.

Alas, after many successful and happy years, the mixed Club 
experienced a falling membership and sssociated financial difficulties 
and felt compelled to fill in some disused septic sewerage pits to make 
way for two tennis hardcourts. A Valley View Tennis Club was formed 
whose members became Social Members o f the Bowling Club. Within a 
few years the Bowling Club handed over the courts to the Tennis Club 
which then negotiated for a separate lease from Willoughby Council. 
Since the early 1980s, the number o f bowling greens have been reduced 
to two and the number o f tennis courts increased to six. Further, the 
Bowling Club’s amenities have been available to local indoor and 
outdoor cricket clubs, football clubs, backgammon and other 
recreational clubs for meetings and social events. The Club was re
named the Valley View Bowling & Recreational Club Limited in
1982, with Herb Skoglund its first Chairman. The current Chairperson 
is Gladys Norris.

GLENAEON SCHOOL

One o f the most interesting schools in Sydney is located at Middle 
Cove. Situated on 11% acres o f sloping bushland with entrsince from 
Glenroy Avenue, Glenaeon is a coeducational school founded in 1957 
by Miss Sylvia Brose B.A., Litt.B., O.A.M., who was and still is its 
director, a driving force and inspiration to 390 boys and girls and a 
teaching staff o f thirty-four.

The decision to start a school following Steiner theories o f edu
cation was taken at a meeting in 1951 attended by Sylvia Brose, 
Castlecrag architect Eric Nicholls (q.v.) and other members o f the
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Anthroposophical Society o f Australia. The following year Miss Brose 
went to a Steiner school in Edinburgh for training, returning four years 
later in order to prepare the opening o f Australia’s first Rudolf Steiner 
school. During her absence, funds from the sale o f a Belrose property, 
‘Glenaeon’, donated by I. C. McDowell o f the Sydney retailing family, 
had been used to buy ‘Dalcross’ , a house at King Edward Street, 
Pymble, as well as the present site at Middle Cove. The name ‘Glenaeon’ 
was retained for the name o f the new school in honour o f its first major 
benefactor.

In 1957 the school opened at Pymble with three pupils and one 
teacher. As the school grew, and the children moved on to the next 
class, the house was continually extended. When it closed in 1972 
and the last group o f children transferred to the new site at Middle 
Cove, the building contained four classrooms, accommodating kinder
garten, transition and primary classes 1 and 2, with related facilities.

The first classroom block at Middle Cove, the Eric Nicholls Building, 
was designed by Nicholls and shows the influence o f Walter Burley 
Griffin, his former partner. Erected in 1961, it had only two class
rooms. Funds were short in the first years o f the school. The problem 
o f accommodating a new class each year put pressures on all associated 
with the school. Co-founder Eric Nicholls was a major benefactor in 
Glenaeon’s early period, as well as being chairman o f the school 
council. Later his two children would also serve on the school council 
and his eight grandchildren would all attend as pupils. Eric Nicholls 
also designed the entry gateway to the school, the Alice Crowther 
Building and the Lute Drummond Building.

The four-classroom Alice Crowther block was named after Sylvia 
Brose’s friend and teacher who, having studied Steiner methods in 
Switzerland in the 1930s, on her return to Australia introduced the 
speech, drama and eurythmy arts which are basic to Steiner education. 
Many professional actors went to her studio in Sydney and she gave 
a firm foundation to the first teachers o f the Steiner methods. For the 
last five years o f her life she was in charge o f the speech section at the 
summer schools and seminars organised by the Arts Council o f N.S.W. 
She died in 1967. The school building which bears her name was 
completed in 1963. In the mid-1970s it was altered to include staff- 
room facilities and the present administration offices.

The Lute Drummond Building was commenced in 1964, ready for 
the first term in 1965, with two classrooms and a science laboratory. 
It has been developed since then in several stages so that it now con
tains eight classrooms, as well as seminar rooms, science laboratories, 
craft rooms and a library. The largest building in the school, it is used 
mainly by the senior classes. Lute Drummond, after whom the building 
is named, was an Australian linguist who taught German to Miss Brose 
and others in Sydney. In the 1930s she also lectured on art and music.



particularly opera, which she loved. She was promoting the idea o f an 
Opera House for Sydney as early as 1922! She produced three series o f 
operas and a series o f talks for the ABC. Many Castlecrag residents will 
remember the open-air performances o f Greek tragedies and mediaeval 
plays staged by Lute Drummond and Marion Griffin in the Castlecrag 
amphitheatre. She once wrote “ I’ve been busy helping, together with 
the rest o f the pioneers o f the Arts, to waken the consciousness o f this 
rhythmic and melodious people to their wonderful natural gifts which, 
when submitted to discipline and a wider outlook, will make o f this 
great continent a second Greece” .

The other two buildings at Glenaeon are a kindergarten designed by 
Ian McClelland, Eric Nicholls’ son-in-law, and the latest, the Multi- 
Purpose Centre, which was designed by Reuben Lane & Associates 
Pty Ltd. The Kindergarten, which is the first building on the entrance 
drive, was ready for use in 1972, enabling the closure o f ‘Dalcross’ , 
the Pymble house which had held the first class o f the school. The 
Multi-Purpose Centre, which is named after Miss Brose, contains a long- 
needed school hall. For years the school lacked a hall large enough for 
full gatherings o f staff and pupils and was forced to hire outside halls. 
This new building provides an educational and community focal point 
inside Glenaeon.

Despite the different styles, each building fits comfortably into 
Glenaeon’s attractive bush setting, creating the impression of a small 
village. This arrangement was Eric Nicholls’ idea, following on the 
success o f his scheme for Thredbo Ski Resort.

The aim o f this and other Steiner schools is to offer a comprehensive 
educational syllabus which integrates the arts, humanities and the 
sciences. Teaching methods and subject matter are developed to 
harmonise the powers o f thought, feeling and action in the child, 
according to theories formulated by the Austrian educationist and 
philosopher, Rudolf Steiner, who began the system at the end of 
World War I. His writings were closely studied in Sydney by Walter 
Burley Griffin, Eric Nicholls, Sylvia Brose and other members o f the 
Anthroposophical Society. Anthroposophy, meaning awareness o f one’s 
humanity, is a Steiner term.

In Steiner schools children retain the same class teacher from Years 
1 to 8. The teacher is therefore able to look after each child’s 
curriculum needs and personal development until Year 9 when a Class 
Guardian and specialist teachers take over. Classes have main lessons for 
two hours each morning with their own teachers then teachers change 
to specialist subjects in the afternoons, looking after pupils in other 
years.

German is taught from Kindergarten to Year 12 and Indonesian to 
Year 10.

The teaching o f religion at the school is basically Christian, with the
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major religions being taught in broad outline, together with examples 
o f outstanding personalities. Music, drama and eurythmy, arts and 
crafts play a major part in the teaching o f  all subjects.

The Steiner system has been classed as the largest single system of 
education in the world, with three hundred schools in various countries. 
In Australia, although Glenaeon was the first, there are now seventeen 
such schools, ten o f them in New South Wales.

In addition to her work at Glenaeon, Sylvia Brose lectures to groups 
interested in the Steiner theories o f education and is actively involved 
in a new teacher training scheme being offered in Sydney. Over the 
years at Glenaeon, especially during the many years as a class teacher, 
Sylvia Brose developed close, caring relationships with many o f her 
students. “ Look for the angel in each child”  is one o f her maxims. 
In 1984 for her unique contribution to education in Australia, Sylvia 
Brose was awarded the Order o f Australia.

CASTLE COVE SWIM CENTRE,
2b Holly Street

The Castle Cove Swim Centre, presently owned by the Forbes & 
Ursula Carlile Swimming Organization, is situated behind the shopping 
centre which is on the north-west comer o f Deepwater Road and Holly 
Street. Designed by Stuart Alldritt, F.R.A.l.A. o f Middle Cove, the 
Swim Centre was built in 1962 by Rex Building Company for Terry 
Gathercole, then Manager/Coach o f Swim Pools Company Pty Ltd, 
at the beginning o f the era o f indoor swimming pools. Until the pool in 
Bicentennial Reserve, Willoughby is constructed, the Castle Cove Swim 
Centre is likely to remain the only indoor teaching and training swim
ming pool in the Municipality o f Willoughby.

In 1968, Forbes & Ursula Carlile Swimming Organization purchased 
the facility, which is 55 feet long (one third Olympic size). It is 
patronised by adults and young people from the Middle Harbour and 
neighbouring North Shore suburbs. Within the last fifteen years over 
20,000 children have learnt to swim or have had their speed and strokes 
improved through the programmes offered by the Centre. Some clients 
have reached Olympic standard e.g. Sally Lockyer who broke the 
World record for 1500 metres in 1973.

Forbes Carlile, M.Sc. (Syd.), is written up in Who’s Who in Australia.

ST PHILIP’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
corner Neerim Road and Denawen Avenue

The Church stands on land originally granted to John B. Wilson and
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J. L. C. Ranken (qq.v.). After several conveyances, it was acquired and 
developed by Hooker-Rex Estates as part o f their Headland Heights 
Estate.

At an early stage in the development o f this Estate, the St Barnabas’ 
(Chatswood) Parish Council foresaw a need for an Anglican church and 
a Sunday School hall in this new residential suburb-to-be within the 
boundaries o f St Barnabas’ Parish. Parish Council began negotiations 
with L. J. Hooker Limited for a suitable site and on 1 June 1961 the 
Church o f England Property Trust Diocese o f Sydney became the 
proprietor o f Lot 307 on the comer o f Neerim Road and Denawen 
Avenue.

On 6 November 1963, a meeting was called o f all Anglican residents 
and friends in Castle Cove to discuss the desirability o f building a 
church and church hall on the site. Archdeacon Delbridge was 
Chairman. It was unanimously agreed that this should be done. A 
Castle Cove Church o f England Association was then formed to 
promote and realise this objective. The Meeting also requested that 
regular church services be commenced. Mr & Mrs Clifford John Dickson 
o f Pindari Avenue, Castle Cove offered accommodation for services at 
their home. In December 1963, a monthly evening service was 
commenced; in March 1964 Sunday School services commenced under 
the superintendence o f Mr Gordon Frederick Lowe; and in September 
1964 a monthly Family Service begem.

As a result o f a Stewardship Appeal to every Anglican feunily in 
Castle Cove in August 1964, it became possible to proceed with the 
first stage o f St Philip’s Chiurch buildings. The architect was Lloyd 
Wynn and the building contractor, J. C. Ewen & Co. The foundation 
stone was set by Archdeacon Fillingham on 11 April 1965 and the 
Opening and Dedication was taken by Bishop Loane on 10 October 
1965.

The Rectory adjoins the Church. Two church services are held each 
Sunday and a specisil Family Service is held once a month. The church 
community now consists o f the congregation, an expanding Sunday 
School, an active Fellowship ^md an enthusiastic Ladies Auxiliary. 
All pews have been donated by the family and/or friends o f past 
parishioners. The interior is pleasantly simple and a large window at 
rear o f dais adds interest and is aesthetically pleasing.

PARKS AND RESERVES

Reserve lands vested in the Willoughby Municipal Council in Castle 
Cove and Middle Cove effectively provide a continuity o f public fore
shore land from the boundary o f the Municipality at the intersection o f 
Boundary Street and Middle Harbour, south-east along the foreshores



o f Middle Harbour, the north and south foreshores o f Sugarloaf Bay, 
including the Harold Reid Reserve, and easterly along the northern 
foreshore residential developments at Sugarloaf Point, Castlecrag. The 
only obtrusion in this area is the explosives reserve which is as yet in an 
undeveloped state. The length o f this continuous foreshore public 
reserve, including the explosives reserve, is approximately 11 km. 
Inland there are several small reserves between properties, as well as 
parks with sporting or picnic facilities and some children’s playgrounds.

CASTLE COVE

CASTLE COVE PARK — 6.2232 ha. Between Holly Street and Head
land Road. The park has three ovals, picnic tables and a children’s 
playground. The Laurie McGinty (see below) Pavilion (1967) and 
toilet block are situated near the Holly Street entrance. Most o f the 
perimeter o f this park is covered with bushland.

DEEPWATER ROAD RESERVE — 0.311 ha. O ff Deepwater Road, 
opposite Denawen Avenue. A small grassed reserve with plantings 
o f native and introduced trees. Glimpses o f the North Arm of Sugar- 
loaf Bay (now Castle Cove) can be seen.

DEN A WEN RESER VE — 0.0620 ha. In Denawen Avenue, adjacent to 
shopping centre. A small children’s playground.

EXPLOSIVES RESER VE — 31.4 ha. On northern side of the peninsula 
near eastern end, popularly called the ‘blast area’. Virgin bushland 
with rock outcrops. Early editions o f the Parish o f Willoughby map 
indicate that Portions 47 (21 acres) and 49 (16 acres) were reserved 
from sale for public recreation under provisions o f the Crown Lands 
Alienation Act o f 1861, on 29 April 1878. This decision was gazet
ted 1 October 1879.
Adjoining these Portions was Portion 50 (21 ac 3 r) which was 
reserved on the same date for defence purposes, probably due to 
fear o f invasion by the Russians. The decision was gazetted the S2une 
day. On 20 October 1900, 1 ac 2 r 28 p was set aside for storage 
o f explosives. The lands are now vested in Willoughby Council. 
Determination o f their future uses is at the discussion stage.

H. C. PRESS PARK  — approx. 4 ha. Located on the south-eastern 
extremity o f the peninsula, bounded on the north and east by the 
explosives reserve; on the west by residential areas and on the south 
by Sugarloaf Bay. The lands form part o f the original H. C. Press 
Estate (q.v.), portion o f  which was approved for residential develop
ment and portion vested in Willoughby Council for Public Garden 
and Recreation Space. Named H. C. Press Park in 1970 after Henry 
Christian Press, who had bought 11 ac 2 r 5 p in 1909, originally 
part o f the original ‘grant by purchase’ made to Dr Haynes Gibbes 
Alleyne in 1858. Henry Christian Press, a Boat Proprietor at



W oolloomooloo Bay, became well-known for his yachting prowess, 
racing yacht, H. C. Press, various boatsheds and his popular Palmer 
Pleasure Grounds’ (later ‘H. C. Press Picnic Grounds and Dance 
Hall’ ) which he established on his land at Castle Cove early this 
century. Access to the Picnic Grounds was by water and a wharf 
(now demolished) on the southern side; some o f the landing steps 
are still to be seen.
The Park is linked to Harold Reid Reserve, Middle Cove by the 
North Arm Walking Track. The development and future uses o f the 
Park are under discussion by Council.

ff. D. ROBB RESERVE -  89 ha. Extends along the northern fore
shores o f the peninsula. Bushland. Named by Council in 1960, on 
the initiative o f Hooker Corporation, after Hugh Douglas Robb, 
M.C., R.S., A.M.I.E., F.A.P.I., M.I.S., (see below), engineer and 
town planner o f Willoughby Council from 1928 until his retirement 
in 1961. During the development o f Castle Cove by Hooker Cor
poration, Hugh Robb had to liaise closely with Hooker personnel. 
He was held in high respect and his advice was valued.

HEADLAND ROAD LOOKOUT -  0.0714 ha. Adjacent 43 Headland 
Road. Small bushland reserve with native trees and some introduced, 
species. There are two seats within a fenced lookout overlooking 
Davidson Park and Roseville Bridge, looking across to Killarney 
Heights.

WARRANE PLACE ROAD CLOSURE -  0.1171 ha. At southern end 
o f Warrane Place. A small grassed park to serve as a road closure. 
There is a strip o f trees, both native and introduced, on the eastern 
side o f Warrane Place.

WILLIS PARK -  14.2912 ha. Situated on the eastern side o f Eastern 
Valley Way, south o f Castle Cove Drive, and extending eastwards 
along the north and south banks o f Scott’s Creek, the Park is partly 
in Castle Cove and partly in Middle Cove. Bushland, except for 
about 3.6 hectares occupied by Valley View Bowling & Recreational 
Club Limited and Valley View Tennis Club. Named after Dr Henry 
Hastings Willis, an alderman o f Willoughby Council representing 
Middle Harbour Ward, 1938-53, who became Mayor in 1943 and 
1944. He lived at Innisfallen Castle.
The Park occupies the site o f the Septic Tanks which belonged to 
the Chatswood-Willoughby Sewerage Scheme, constructed between 
1897 and 1905. The Tanks remained in use until 1927 when the 
sewers o f Willoughby Municipality were connected to the Northern 
Suburbs Ocean Outfall System.

MIDDLE COVE

CAWARRAH ROAD! COVELEE CRESCENT RESERVE -  0.0304 ha.



<^= =«S>

Comer o f Cawarrah Road and Covelee Crescent. A small section o f 
bushland nature strip.

CAWARRAH ROAD/HEIGHTS CRESCENT RESERVE -  0.0758 ha. 
Comer o f Cawarrah Road and Heights Crescent. A smeill reserve with 
a few trees and a park bench.

GREENFIELD A VENUE RESER VE -  0.1543 ha. At rear o f proper
ties Nos 16-28 on the south-eastern side o f Greenfield Avenue. A 
thick bushland reserve.

HAROLD REID RESERVE — 36.8969 ha. Bounded by the North and 
South Arms (now Castle Cove and Crag Cove) o f Sugarloaf Bay, 
Rembrandt Drive and North Arm Road. Open space area. Partly a 
natural bushland reserve and partly a developed tourist picnic spot, 
designed for pedestrians and motor vehicles but not coaches. From 
the summit o f Willoughby Sugarloaf (formerly ‘Big Sugarloaf’) there 
are several narrow bush tracks. Those on the eastern side lead to 
magnificent views o f Middle Harbour, Innisfallen Castle (q.v.), 
Killamey Heights and Castle Cove and Castlecrag headlands. Apex 
has provided barbecue facilities, seats, tables, etc. which have been 
updated by the Chatswood Rotary Club as a mark o f remembrance 
o f Harold Reid. Willoughby Council has provided a loose gravelled 
car park on the western side o f the SugarloEif.
The reserve is largely unspoiled virgin bushland. Being on a peninsula 
it is less vulnerable than most other comparable reserves to the 
invasion o f weeds and g l̂rden escapes. Places such as this are vitally 
important in protecting endangered species by means o f  appropriate 
fire plans, controlled visitor access, proper track maintenance and 
effective weed control. In wildflower time, flannel flowers, boronia 
and other native flowers and shmbs abound in the area. Vegetation 
on the southern slopes is composed o f hundreds o f species, some 
rare, some common, from angophoras to banksias to the lowly algae 
in the damp soil or on the sandstone surfaces. Entirely different 
plants are to be found on the northern exposure.
The reserve occupies part o f the original ‘grants by purchase’ made 
jointly to J. B. Wilson and G. S. Caird (qq.v.) (Portions 21, 23, 24, 
25) and to William Bullard (q.v.) (Portion 20) in 1878. The land 
was transferred from Cumberland County Council to Willoughby 
Municipal Council on 2 March 1960 on the understanding that it 
not be used other than for the purposes o f a public park, public 
reserve or public recreation area.
Formerly known as Sugarloaf Reserve. In 1963 Willoughby Council 
decided to rename it in honour o f its Town Clerk, Harold Reid, 
B.E.M. (see below). The Reserve was officially opened on 8 May 
1965 during the Willoughby Centenary Year. Some residents wished 
to have the Reserve named after Walter Burley Griffin (q.v.) who 
owned most o f  Middle Cove from 1920 and who prepared a plan
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for the residential development o f the site in 1926. The plan was 
approved but not proceeded with. The unobtrusive narrow roadway 
encircling the headland and the sandstone wall on the northern side 
consisting o f large square stone blocks up to one metre long, dry 
packed and probably quarried from a nearby large rock, are 
attributed to Burley Griffin.

THE QUARTER DECK RESERVE -  0.0372 ha. Corner o f The 
Quarterdeck and North Arm Road. An open tree studded area. 

REMBRANDT DRIVE RESERVES -  0.2004 ha. Adjacent to Nos 26, 
31 and 62 Rembrandt Drive. Mainly bushland and informal 
recreational areas, in some cases affording good views o f North Arm 
(Castle Cove), Sugarloaf Bay.

WILLIS PARK  -  14.2912 ha. Situated on the eastern side o f Eastern 
Valley Way, south o f Castle Cove Drive, and extending eastwards 
along the north and south banks o f Scott’s Creek, the Park is partly 
in Middle Cove and partly in Castle Cove. Bushland, except for about 
3.6 hectares occupied by Valley View Bowling & Recreational Club 
Limited and Valley View Tennis Club. Council acquired the land in 
1943 and held a competition to solicit names for a park. Named 
after Dr Henry Hastings Willis, an alderman o f Willoughby Council 
representing Middle Harbour Ward, 1938-53, who became Mayor in 
1943 and 1944. He lived at Innisfallen Castle.
The Park occupies the site o f the Septic Tanks which belonged to 
the Chatswood-Willoughby Sewerage Scheme, constructed between 
1897 and 1905. The Tanks remained in use until 1927 when the 
sewers o f Willoughby Municipality were connected to the Northern 
Suburbs Ocean Outfall System.

PERSONS AFTER WHOM PARKS OR 
PARK FACILITIES ARE NAMED

Laurence Frederick McGinty, M.B.E: Laurence Frederick McGinty 
has had a long association with Willoughby Municipality and the 
suburb o f Castle Cove. The pavilion in Castle Cove Park is named 
after him.

Bom in 1921 at Orange, he was educated at Christian Brothers’ 
High School, Lewisham, St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill and Sydney 
University, where he gained his LL.B. in 1944. He was admitted as 
solicitor in 1955, and associated with the law firms o f Colreavy, 
O ’Leary and McGinty, and later Shaw, MacDonald and Partners.

Laurie McGinty has been active in public life for many years. He was 
the foundation president o f the Castle Cove-East Roseville Progress 
Association for 1952-54. As an alderman for the Middle Harbour Ward 
on Willoughby Municipal Council from 1957 to 1968, he was Mayor 
from 1960 until 1967, and an executive member o f the New South



Wales Local Government Association from 1962 to 1967. In 1967 he 
was awarded the M.B.E. for services to the community.

As a member o f the Liberal Party he became President o f the 
Willoughby North Branch, President o f the Willoughby State Electoral 
Conference and delegate to State Council. He was Liberal M.L.A. for 
Willoughby from February 1968 to September 1978, during which time 
he was Minister for Housing and Co-operative Societies (December 
1973-January 1976). He lost preselection for the seat in September 
1977 and stood unsuccessfully in the 1978 election as an Independent 
candidate.

He gave up his law practice in 1973 when he became a Minister of 
the Crown, and resumed practice after he left Parliament. His wife, 
Rita (now deceased) gave him very effective support in his public life 
and became involved in many community activities, for which she 
received the M.B.E. in 1970.

Within the Municipality o f Willoughby there are many reminders 
o f Laurie’s eight years o f active and dedicated public service to the 
community as Mayor, especially during its centenary year, 1965. 
In Castle Cove, in addition to the Laurie McGinty Pavilion, there is a 
plaque inside the entrance to the clubhouse o f Castlecove Country 
Club to commemorate its official opening by Laurie McGinty in 1965. 
He and his family lived at Castle Cove for many years.

Harold James Reid (1896-1984): The Harold Reid Reserve in Middle 
Cove is named after him. Harold James Reid bom in 1896, was the son 
o f R. G. ( ‘Barney’) Reid, the youngest o f thirteen children, who lived 
the whole o f his life in the Municipality o f Willoughby. Harold’s grand
father was Willoughby pioneer, James Reid, an Irishman and early 
resident o f Sydney Street, Willoughby. Harold lived in Naremburn 
before moving to Willoughby where he spent most o f his working life.

Harold James Reid went to Crows Nest Public School (now Crows 
Nest High School) and later to Naremburn Public School. After leaving 
school he attended North Sydney Technical College to leam shorthand 
and typing and later to do an Accountancy course.

He joined the staff o f  Willoughby Council in 1912, as office boy 
when its staff establishment was seven and there was only one 
telephone. All Minutes o f Meetings were written by hand and all 
outward correspondence duplicated in a press copying machine. In 
1921 he obtained his Town Clerk’s Certificate by examination and in 
1924 was promoted to Deputy Town Clerk, a position he was to hold 
for a record number o f years. He became Town Clerk in 1956 and 
retired on 31 December 1965, Willoughby’s Centenary Year.

In his private time he was an office-bearer in many local 
organisations: Willoughby Benevolent Society (Secretary, 1918 to 
1965); Willoughby Council Sick and Accident Association (Secretary, 
1926 to 1965); War Memorial Trust (Treasurer, 1945 to 1963, when it



disbanded); Willoughby Repatriation Local Committee (Secretary, 
1944 to 1965): Chatswood Play Centre (Treasurer, seven years); 
Chairman o f Victory Carnival Committee 1946; and rendered valuable 
service to the Returned Soldiers’ League for which the Federal Council 
o f the League awarded him a Certificate o f Appreciation in 1960 for 
his work on behalf o f ex-servicemen and their families.

In retirement, he devoted much time and energy to the interests 
and activities o f senior citizens and to Rotary. He became Secretary 
o f the Senior Citizens’ Welfare Committee at Chatswood and Secretary 
o f Chatswood Rotary Club from 1965 to 1967 and Treasurer from 
1968 to 1984. In 1972 he was named the Rotary Paul Harris Fellow. 
He was also Secretary o f the Willoughby Retirement Village Committee 
and assisted with the Meals on Wheels services.

In his fifty-three years as an employee o f Willoughby Council, Harold 
gave outstanding service to the Municipality and in retirement 
continued to be a very industrious emd conscientious community 
worker, highly respected by all for his sound knowledge, understanding 
and unquestionable integrity. Deservedly, he was awarded the British 
Empire Medal in 1973. Harold James Reid died in harness in July 1984. 
A memorial cairn erected by Rotary at Sugarloaf Lookout, Harold 
Reid Reserve, is inscribed “ In recognition o f Outstanding Community 
Service” .

Hugh Douglas Robb (1894-1970): The 89 hectare H. D. Robb 
reserve on the northern shores o f Castle Cove is named after him. 
Hugh Douglas Robb, M.C., R.S., A.M.I.E., F.A.P.I., M.I.S. was engineer 
and town planner with Willoughby Council and its liaison officer with 
Hooker Corporation when the latter was developing its estates in Castle 
Cove. It is understood that the Corporation thought very highly o f his 
services and advice smd was instrumental in suggesting to Council that 
the reserve be named in Hugh Robb’s honour.

Hugh Douglas Robb, or ‘Hughie’ as he was endearingly known, was 
bom  on 21 April 1894. He served with merit in the First World War, 
enlisting at nineteen years o f age in the First A.I.F. and serving with 
the 3rd Battalion in which he soon rose to the rank o f sergeant. He was 
mentioned in dispatches for skilful intelligence work in siting and 
plotting enemy defence work and positions and in August 1916 was 
given commission rank o f Lieutenant. In July 1918, he won a Military 
Cross at Strazeele battlefield in France for leading a reconnaissance 
patrol into unknown territory to plot enemy positions and test their 
defences. He was wounded but completed the assignment and made a 
full report to his Commanding Officer before being evacuated to 
hospital. ‘Hughie’ married soon after his return from the War.

Hugh Douglas Robb was appointed Assistant Engineer, Willoughby 
Council in 1928 and Engineer in 1931. In the early 1930s, Robb was 
chief organiser o f the Government relief works programmes in the
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Municipality and a strong advocate o f concrete roads which involve 
low maintenance. Credit is largely due to him for Willoughby being one 
o f the first Councils to adopt this form of construction for some o f its 
residential streets. He also designed and supervised the construction, 
with subsidised labour during the Great Depression, o f the Northbridge 
Golf Course which opened in April 1935. During the Second World 
War he was active in National Emergency Services, being leader o f a 
group o f demolition and heavy rescue squads, trained to deal with 
demolition o f  buildings or other damage caused by bombs or shell-fire.

Hugh Douglas Robb was appointed Engineer & Town Planner, 
Willoughby Council, in 1946, being very well qualified by degrees in 
Engineering and in Town Planning to be the first holder o f that position 
in Council. After some fifteen years during which he evolved the idea 
of, and a master plan for, the Chatswood District Centre which, 
unfortunately, was not adhered to, ‘Hughie’ retired in 1961. He died in 
May 1970 at the age o f 76 years and was survived by his popular wife 
and three married children. He had been a resident o f Chatswood.



SECTION 4

LOCAL IDENTITIES

A few representatives of the 
Arts and Community Services
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WILLIAM RUBERY BENNETT (1893-1987)

W. R. Bennett is included in the booklet on Castle Cove and Middle 
Cove because his home, at the eastern end o f Victoria Avenue, was said 
to be in Middle Cove when he bought it in 1942 and books about him 
refer to his home in Middle Cove. Today’s boundaries place it in North 
Willoughby.

William Rubery Bennett (since 1927 better known as W. Rubery and 
later as Rubery Bennett), a highly and warmly regarded painter in his 
own lifetime, was bom  at Clayfield, Brisbane on 27 January 1893, the 
eldest o f the seven children o f Alfred and Selina (nee Butler) Bennett. 
His father, an only child had come to Australia with his parents at the 
age o f eleven and had lived at Nundah, Brisbane; his mother had been 
bom in Brisbane. Selina married Alfred when he was working in a bank 
and studying to become a Methodist lay preacher, later an Envoy in 
the Salvation Army. Rubery found his father’s religious fervour and 
inflexible attitudes hard to bear but maintained reasonable tolerance 
for the sake o f his mother, o f whom he was very fond. Rubery’s formal 
education was dismpted due to his father’s frequent work transfers to 
other places in Queensland. He left school at the age o f thirteen, partly 
because o f lack o f interest and partly because his father’s chronic illness 
had seriously depleted the family’s finances. In his youth he worked in 
a variety o f occupations, his first venture being with Gordon & Gotch, 
stationers, delivering newspapers and periodicals in the city and suburbs 
o f Brisbane — a job which introduced him to illustrative material. He 
later oiled clocks for a jeweller, drove a sulky for a blind tea merchant, 
got experience as a shop assistant and even as an apprentice to an 
engineering firm.

In 1908, aged 15, he made the decision to become an artist which 
from then on dictated how he used his leisure time and eeimings. His 
first stimulus came when he saw a local fish shop proprietor doing a 
watercolour sketch in an autograph book, using pure colours in 
porcelain pots. He was enthralled and inspired and, with two shillings 
in his pocket, he soon equipped himself with watercolours and camel 
hair bmshes. His first small watercolour, now in the possession o f his 
wife, was a copy from an illustration o f a tiger emerging from a cave. As 
there was no local art gallery or other art resource to give him 
inspiration and his family had no art background, he continued to copy 
illustrative matter for the next two years. His second stimulus came 
from viewing a real oil painting in the window of a local framing and 
print shop, painted by a local resident, Lewis Leah, a trainee o f a 
London art School. Fired with admiration for Leah’s craftsmanship and 
skill in using light effects, Rubery sought him out and found in him a 
teacher and lifelong friend. Leah taught Rubery how to paint by the 
academic method in three stages, dark tones, half tones and highlights;



how to mix colours and take care o f brushes; how to select subjects and 
above all, how to be oneself in the art field. Painting now added a new 
dimension to his life and to the appreciation o f the environment. 
The lessons with Leah ended when the family moved back to Brisbane 
in 1912.

Rubery worked for several drapery and soft furnishing stores before 
working at Hick’s Carpets and Furniture Store where he rose to the 
position o f window dresser and manager o f the linoleum and carpet 
department. Opposite the store was the studio o f artist, John Salvana, 
who had studied at the Royal Art Society o f New South Wales School, 
Sydney, and later in London and who was Honorary Secretary o f the 
Queensland Art Society from 1916-18. In 1915, Rubery joined 
Salvana’s Outdoor Sketching School on Saturday afternoons and gained 
the benefit for the first time o f being a pupil o f a well-trained 
Australian artist o f repute. Rubery felt Salvana corrected his faults and 
put him on the right track. Salvana taught him how to observe changing 
light, particularly moving cloud shadows, and a correct basis o f 
perspective. While in Brisbane Rubery grasped every opportunity to 
view private collections and the then scant resources o f the Queensland 
Art Gallery. In the latter he saw his first large oil landscape The Drove by 
English artist, Amesby Brown, whose quality o f paint, depth in the 
landscape and luminosity remained an inspiration.

In 1913, Rubery won his first art prize in the copy section o f the 
Royal Queensland Agricultural Society Exhibition in Brisbane with a 
copy o f another o f Arnesby Brown’s lEmdscapes Calves on a River Bank. 
After experimenting in Brisbane with various media, he became 
committed to landscape painting. He had no further formal tuition in 
Brisbane other than in an occasional life class at the Central Technical 
College and through the help o f a friend who increased his knowledge 
o f watercolour and washes. He joined the Queensland Art Society in 
1919 and found the fellowship and criticism o f fellow artists stimulat
ing and helpful; he exhibited with them from 1919 tol923 . Having had 
business experience, he was soon involved by the Society in its 
administrative affairs and was elected Honorary Treasurer and a Trustee 
from 1920-23. In 1920, he resigned from his position at Hick’s and 
started his own business in clothing, toys and brushes. It gave him more 
time for painting and was more lucrative but necessitated travelling to 
some country towns.

By 1920 Rubery was regarded in Queensland as a notable, rising 
young artist and highly respected for his work in the Queensland Art 
Society. Through the Society he met Lewis J. Harvey, expert in 
drawing and proportion, who gave him great encour^lgement when he 
said “ You ’ve got a colour sense that will take you right to the top” ; 
at the Society’s 1920 Annual Exhibition he met John Banks, son o f a 
wealthy Sydney family and painter o f figure compositions and o f sea
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and landscapes, who said he was “ wasting his time in Brisbane”  and 
should move to Sydney. He moved to Sydney in 1923. Before he left, 
the Queensland Art Society made him a Life Member.

Rubery was thirty years o f age when he came to Sydney. Within the 
first few weeks he became fully aware that a higher standard o f art 
and art appreciation existed in Sydney tham in Queensland which, alas, 
made him doubtful o f the standard o f his own work. He decided to 
continue to paint and improve his technique in his spare time before 
venturing to display his work. After trying one business venture which 
was later adversely affected by import duties, he decided to try the 
art gallery business. In 1924 he went into partnership with S. A. Parker, 
a picture framer; they formed the Australian Fine Arts Gallery at 
219 George Street and sold works o f leading Australian artists, 
including Norman and Lionel Lindsay, and original drawings used as 
Bulletin illustrations. The management o f the Gallery was left to 
Rubery. Within a few months o f its opening Rubery was invited to 
manage the Annual Exhibition o f the Royal Art Society o f New South 
Wales, held in the Department o f Education building, the most 
important o f the Society’s activities. The invitation signalled his success 
as an artist’s representative. He continued to do so until 1939 as well 
as manage the exhibitions o f  the Australian Watercolour Institute and 
the Painter-Etchers’ Society. He organised the catalogues and arranged 
the necessary publicity and was often asked for advice by prospective 
buyers who were amazed at his knowledge; nevertheless, he told no one 
that he was an artist. At the time he was not a member o f the Royal 
Art Society.

In 1925 the partnership with Parker was dissolved and Rubery 
moved to 139 King Street to the premises in which May Moore had her 
photographic studio. In 1927 he moved to 88 King Street to the 
W. Rubery Bennett Galleries with Violet May Jerrems, his future wife, 
as his assistant. Vi had always been interested in art and would have 
liked to have done an Art course but she had two younger brothers and 
family finances precluded this; instead, she went to a Business College. 
Vi helped prepare the Royal Art Society catalogues and C2une to know 
many member artists.

In 1927 Rubery met J. Lawson Balfour, a portrait and landscape 
painter trained in England and France and a Fellow o f the Royal Art 
Society. Rubery attended weekly classes at Balfour’s studio learning 
figure painting to give him more confidence in placing figures in his 
landscape studies.

About this time, Ruhery took advantage o f further tuition in 
drawing and etching by attending sessions given by Fred Britton who 
had trained at Slade School in London. In 1929, persuaded by John 
Banks who had high regard for Rubery’s ability to paint in water
colours, Rubery sent two paintings to the Australian Watercolour



Institute for its Annual Exhibition, under the pseudonym of ‘G. Ellison 
Smith’ . Both were accepted and sold on the opening day. Another 
pseudonym he sometimes used was ‘W. Williams’ .

The Depression years adversely affected art sales. Rubery was forced 
to move the Gallery again, this time to lA  Hunter Street, where it 
remained from 1934 to 1956. It held mixed and one-man exhibitions 
o f leading artists and became a regular meeting place for artists and 
patrons, particularly on Fridays when, traditionedly, artists came in 
to drink coffee Emd chat with fellow artists after a week’s work. Vi 
opened a gift shop on the ground floor o f the same building in 1938, 
which proved a very successful venture. In 1941, Rubery and Vi 
married and in 1942 bought a house at Middle Cove from where they 
had a view o f Middle Harbour and Innisfsdlen Castle through 
undeveloped bushland. Rubery often walked to Middle Harbour to 
paint in the early mornings. He had more time to do so because he and 
Vi could now Eifford to employ assistants in the Gallery. The sale o f 
reproductions, particularly o f the Old Masters imported from London 
in a range o f sizes, became an important aspect o f their business and 
Vi’s gift shop continued to prosper.

In addition to painting in the Middle Harbour area, Rubery favoured 
Mosman Bay, Shell Cove, the Blue Mountains, Lower Burragorang 
Valley, Picton, Windsor, Hawkesbury River, KEmgaroo Valley, Dural, 
Galston and the Camden to Penrith areas. By the mid-1940s, Rubery 
was spending most o f his time painting, going only occasionally to the 
Gallery. He was still modestly doubtful o f his own standard o f art 
work. He decided to test his worth by sending a few paintings to the 
Royal Art Society for its Annual Exhibition. His works were well 
received. President Lister Lister said “ They’re damn good pictures’ ’ . 
In 1945 W. R. Sedon o f the Sedon Gallery in Melbourne dropped in to 
lA  Hunter Street, and bought one o f Rubery’s unsigned paintings. On 
learning who the artist was, Sedon offered to hold a one-man exhibition 
for him at his Gallery. Rubery was thrilled but needed two years in 
which to prepare enough paintings. The exhibition was held in 1947 
and was a complete sell-out which gave Rubery the personal confidence 
that he needed. He now felt justified in devoting all his time to 
painting, and well he needed to, in view o f exhibitions to follow and 
increasing demand for his work by a growing buying public.

One o f the first things that he did was to add warmth to his pallette 
and to be a little more venturesome in his colour harmonies. He and Vi 
paid the first o f several visits to Central Australia in 1951 where the 
warm colours in the environment were both a revelation and a challenge 
to him. In 1952 he held his second exhibition, again at the Sedon 
Gallery, and exhibited many Central Australian landscapes. They were 
highly praised and again sold fast. Demand for his works strengthened 
to the extent that he could have sold every painting he could afford the
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time to do. He rarely accepted commissioned requests as he preferred 
to be free to paint on his own selection and inspiration. His painting 
gear and equipment were a credit to his pre-planning and innovative 
ability. At his home he had a well-lit and comfortable studio.

The Rubery Bennett Galleries closed in 1956 and Vi’s gift shop in 
1962. From the late 1940s, life must have been pleasantly satisfying 
and rewarding for Rubery and Vi. Rubery became a member o f the 
Royal Art Society and had a meteoric rise to Fellow; between 1947-75 
he held twelve very successful one-man exhibitions in Melbourne (6), 
Brisbane (5) and Sydney (1). They travelled within Australia and 
abroad (1958, 1961) and enjoyed the fruits o f a hard-won, wide 
reputation. Above all, they enjoyed the warmth and respect o f a wide 
circle o f friends, mostly art lovers and artists, many o f whom Rubery 
had helped and encouraged in their struggle to achieve recognition.

Rubery died at Middle Cove on 10 March 1987 aged 94. Primarily a 
painter o f landscapes and seascapes he is represented in State galleries, 
the Australian National Gallery and overseas collections, including 
those o f the Queen and the Queen Mother. In 1954, Rubery was 
commissioned by both Sir Hudson Fysh, former Chairman o f Qantas, 
and Sir John Northcott, Governor o f New South Wales, to do paintings 
for presentation to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II during her visit to 
Australia. Rubery was never reticent in acknowledging his teachers — 
Leah, Salvana and Harvey in Queensland and Banks, Balfour and 
Britton in Sydney.

MARTIN COLLOCOTT

Martin Francis Collocott, painter, sculptor and teacher, was born at 
Castlecrag in 1945 but spent his early years in Warragamba where his 
father, John M. Collocott was one o f the designing engineers employed 
on the Warragamba Dam Project. The Collocotts moved to Castle Cove 
in 1959.

After completing his secondary education by attending Crows Nest 
Boys’ High School for about six months, Martin successfully embarked 
on a five-year diploma course at the National Art School, East Sydney 
Technical College, gaining a Diploma in Design and Craft (with credit). 
He taught art at Asquith High School for fifteen months before setting 
o ff on a lengthy journey up the east coast o f Australia through to 
Darwin and Alice Springs in order to increase, first-hand, his knowledge 
o f the landscape and life o f Australia. In early 1968 he held a one-man 
show, ‘Australian Journey’ at Gallery A, Sydney.

In March 1968 he left for England and Europe where he studied and 
painted for fifteen months and exhibited samples o f his work at three 
galleries in London, before returning to Australia late in 1969. He 
held a one-man show ‘London Work’ at Gallery A, Melbourne and
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another one-man show at the Bonython Gallery, Adelaide before 
commencing part-time teaching at the National Art School, East 
Sydney in 1970. He married during that year and bought a 112 acre 
farm near Oberon, N.S.W. which he developed according to his own 
concepts o f landscape sculpture and planted with trees and seedlings 
which he had propagated. In a suite o f 120 photographs, mostly black 
and white, he conscientiously recorded the development o f the farm, 
the growth o f the trees etc. and the effects o f seasonal and weather 
changes on the farm. He titled the series Sculpture Scape 1970-75 and 
exhibited the series in Sydney and elsewhere, adding later a series 
1976-February 1979. Martin finally donated the photographs to the 
Mitchell Library o f the State Library o f New South Wales. While on 
the farm he continued to paint and exhibit; in fact, it was a very 
productive period in Martin’s art career.

In 1975 he became Visiting Lecturer, School o f Art, Alexander 
Mackie College, Sydney and in 1977 Lecturer in Art, Mitchell College 
o f Advanced Education, Bathurst. His marriage broke up in 1978. 
Martin did not sell the farm until 1985 but he went to London in 1979 
where he held a one-man show ‘Recent Small Paintings’ and exhibited 
his Sculpture Scape 1970-75, updated to February 1979, at the Qantas 
Gallery before going to New York City on a brief study visit. Back in 
London, Martin was Guest Lecturer at the School o f Art, Croydon 
College, speaking on ‘Contempories o f the ’60s’ . Before leaving London 
for Sydney in 1980, he was represented in a mixed exhibition 
‘Australian Artists o f Fame and Promise’ held at New South Wales 
House, London. He taught full-time in the School o f Art and Design, 
Wollongong Technical College in 1981 and in the following year was 
Visiting Lecturer, College o f the Arts, Nepean College o f Advanced 
Education.

In 1984, Martin Francis Collocott returned to the Municipality o f 
Willoughby where he had first developed his artistic abilities; he began 
to teach his skills and impart his knowledge o f art, accumulated over 
some twenty-five years, to local artists. Martin said “ I’m looking 
forward to working at the Arts Centre because it will enable me to 
teach in a creative atmosphere without the pressures o f an academic 
institution” . In 1987 he began teaching at the Ku-ring-gai Community 
Art Centre, Roseville where he is currently employed.

Martin has a long history o f successful exhibitions dating back to 
1966. Since then he has participated in 69 exhibitions in Sydney, 
Adelaide, Bathurst, Brisbane, Canberra, London, Melbourne, Newcastle, 
Orange, Wagga Wagga and Wollongong. In 1972 he won the Inter
national Telephone and Telegraph (IT & T) Acquisitive Award, 
Australia. In 1973 he participated in the IT & T World Art Exhibition 
in Miami, U.S.A. and in 1974 was included in the IT & T Touring Art 
Exhibition which went to many places in the United States, including



Boston, C hic^o, Los Angeles and Minneapolis. His paintings are 
included in many public and some private collections in Australia, 
England and the United States.

Martin Collocott paints in (acrylic) mixed media on canvas and his 
style can best be described as abstract expressionism. He once described 
his works as “ sensitized expressions o f emotion towards nature” . The 
chief characteristics o f his large, panoramic paintings are bright colours, 
segmented shapes, flat patterns and a wandering, map-like line 
reminiscent o f Chinese landscapes. His subject matter is prompted by 
his appreciation o f nature and the environment in which we live and 
his work is the sum o f his reactions expressed through colour and 
shapes. As a child he was fascinated by the environment and loved to 
wander through the bush in the Warragamba area with friends. While 
at primary school he heard a talk on Namatjira, the Australian 
Aboriginal painter, and was so inspired he went home and told his 
mother about it, adding very firmly “ Fm going to be an artist” . That 
intention remained steadfast. Today, as a mature professional artist, 
with years o f practical and teaching experience to his credit, Martin 
Francis Collocott is o f the opinion that the French Impressionists 
and his College teacher, Tom Gleghom, were important early sources 
o f inspiration.

Willoughby Municipal Council has three o f his paintings in its Bailey 
Hall, donated by Martin, who visits Castle Cove regularly, mainly to 
see his parents and to kayak on Middle Harbour.

RUTH FAERBER

Well-known printmaker, painter, art critic and teacher, Ruth Faerber, 
bom  in Woollahra in 1922, went to Woollahra Primary and Sydney 
Girls’ High Schools and later as a boarder at the newly opened 
Methodist Ladies’ College, Gordon. On completion o f secondary 
education, Ruth wanted to become an artist so her father found her a 
junior’s position with a commercial artist. For extra tuition she went on 
Saturdays to Desiderius Orban who had recently arrived from Europe 
and was considered avant-garde. After her marriage to Hans Faerber, 
an engineer, she lived briefly in Melbourne before returning to Sydney 
where, following the birth o f her first child, Esther, she began studying 
part-time at the National Art School, East Sydney Technical College.

In 1962, Ruth and her husband and two children moved from the 
Eastern Suburbs to Castle Cove, to one o f three newly erected houses in 
a street almost entirely surrounded by bushland and to which they 
added a downstairs studio. Ruth attended the first lithography class at 
the newly established Workshop Arts Centre (see ‘Willoughby’ Booklet) 
in Laurel Street, Willoughby. Her teacher was a retired lithographer 
from the Dept o f Lands, N.S.W. who provided the class with some
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stones bearing the outlines o f early Sydney maps, which students 
eagerly removed and replaced with their own work. Today she regrets 
that prints were not made before the maps were erased forever.

Lithography became one o f Ruth’s main interests and she furthered 
her studies in that field by attending the Pratt Centre for Contemporary 
Printmaking, New York to which she won a scholarship in 1967. Since 
then she has worked consistently, but not exclusively, as a printmaker, 
exhibiting in Australia, New Zealand and overseas with the Print 
Council o f Australia, Sydney Printmakers, Print Circle and Printmakers 
o f N.S.W. Her Cosmic Sound was commissioned for Print Council o f 
Australia member print, 1974 and in the following year the Association 
included samples o f her work in its ‘Twelve Australian Lithographers’ 
Exhibition. Her work was also represented at the International Print 
Biennale held at Bradford, England in 1968 and 1982 and at Seoul, 
Korea in 1983. Between 1964 and 1987 Ruth Faerber held 26 solo 
exhibitions in Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra, Perth, New Zealand and 
London; between 1972 and 1987 she won 24 painting awards and



twenty-one graphic awards at local and national art competitions. 
Notwithstanding such success, Ruth undertook a four-year Fine Arts 
Course at University o f Sydney, 1974-78. Her work is represented in 
many collections e.g. State galleries in Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane, 
Hobart and Melbourne as well as Christchurch City Gallery, N.Z; Queen 
Victoria Museum & Art Gallery, Launceston, Tas; Thyssen-Bornemisza 
International Collection, Switzerland; C.B.S. Television, Los Angeles, 
U.S.A; Leopold-Hoesch Museum, Duren, W. Germany; and Israel 
Museum, Jerusalem, Israel. In addition her works are represented in 
some six well-known Collections.

Within a span o f some twenty years, Ruth has maintained not only a 
very high output o f internationally renowned quality but has been art 
critic iox the Australian Jewish Times newspaper (1969 to 1979), artist- 
in-residence at the Bezalel Art Institute in Jerusalem (1987), co-art 
director at the Workshop Arts Centre, Willoughby and a teacher of 
printmaking and papermaking at various workshops in New South 
Wales and Queensland. Her son, David, is an engineer and her daughter, 
Esther, gained a diploma in sculpture from the National Art School in 
1969 and is now a practising artist with her own studio for the 
production and teaching o f fabric silk-screen printing.

Looking back, Ruth says that Orban was a major influence on her 
work, “ He gave me courage and a love o f innovation” . She is very 
excited by the challenge o f new materials and methods, particularly in 
paper. Handmade paper for artwork is very important and its quality 
has a significant bearing on the aesthetic value o f the end result. 
Handhng paper pulp at a workshop in Tasmania made her realise its 
potential as an art medium. Since 1980 she has used pulp, sometimes 
in the traditional way as a sheet o f handmade paper but sometimes 
casting it in a mould. Her innovative work with cotton pulp has won 
her many awards. Her ambition and that o f other paper-makers is to 
set up a small open-access paper workshop in Primrose Park, 
Cammeray. Several artists have expressed interest, plans have been 
drawn, and Willoughby Council has promised support, so this 
innovative concept o f Ruth and her friends promises to be achievable.

HELEN CAMERON

Australian bom Helen Cameron (nee Thurgate), artist o f Middle 
Cove, is a woman o f many accomplishments, with a friendly and 
constructive attitude to life in general. She knew when she was a 
schoolgirl that she would like to be an artist but, being one of eight 
children in a family hard-hit by the Great Depression o f the late 1920s 
and ’30s, Helen realised she would need to pursue a regular income- 
earning career after completing her secondary schooling studies. She 
chose infants teaching and was promoted to Relieving District Mistress
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o f Infants for the Northern Area before her retirement in 1971. With 
retirement came the first opportunity to develop her artistic talent and 
become a freelance artist.

Since the early 1970s, Helen has completed many works o f art and 
has held six exhibitions, two private and four in support o f special 
community projects; she is currently preparing for her seventh which 
will be in aid o f cancer research. Helen paints only subjects o f her own 
choice but is fairly catholic in her selection; she prefers the impression
istic style but does some abstract work, based on a reality not a figure 
o f the imagination, and she welcomes the challenge to be innovative. 
She uses the mediums o f oil, watercolour, charcoal and French pastel 
(soft chalk on tinted paper) and, at times, makes a built-up medium 
which she paints in soft hues to provide a semi-relief.

Her first exhibition was held at the Gregory Gallery, Hornsby in 
1975, following a visit to China in 1973 where she was fascinated by 
the landscape and group scenes o f Chinese involved in some activity. 
The exhibition was opened by the Chancellor o f the University o f
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Rubery with Albert Namatjira, 
listening to an art discussion, 1954. 

(photo by courtesy o f  Mrs Rubery Bennett)
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Sydney, Sir Hermann Black, her first High School teacher o f Economics 
and lifelong friend. It attracted the attention o f the Chinese Embassy 
in Canberra who invited her to return to China for a sketching tour. A 
further exhibition was held in 1977 at David Jones Art Gallery to 
coincide with the Chinese archeological exhibition.

In 1979 her husband, John, built a gallery for her at their Middle 
Cove home and all subsequent exhibitions were held there. In that year 
she held her third exhibition, the theme being ‘The Great Barrier Reef’, 
inspired by Patricia Clark’s book The Battle for the Great Barrier R eef  given 
to her by her husband. She displayed to great advantage her ingenuity 
by using ‘moving’ geometric patterns to capture on canvas the unique 
beauty o f marine life in motion. Helen says she married “ the 
authenticity o f the creatures with the movement o f  the water” . In 
other scenes, the effects o f  depth and stillness o f water were success
fully transmitted by having used a combination o f a particular 
downward stroke and fine rippling. The authenticity o f her work was 
the result o f a working visit to the Reef, talks with scientists and long 
hours o f research in reference libraries.

The fourth and fifth exhibitions were held in 1980 and 1981, one of 
which was inspired by the future potential o f the Ord River Scheme. 
Helen related this to the potential o f Youth and held an exhibition o f 
the paintings which she did o f that area o f Australia, in aid o f the 
Y.W.C.A. Building Fund. The Helen CEimeron Room in the new 
building commemorates her support. The fifth exhibition was in 
support o f the House with No Steps movement as also the sixth (1986) 
for which the theme was ‘Women and Flowers’ . Some o f her paintings 
are in private collections in Australia, England and the United States.

Helen Cameron was bom in 1911 at Bomaderry, N.S.W. o f an 
Australian father and a New Zealand bom mother whose parents were 
American. Helen’s father commenced his working life as a school 
teacher but later bought a small farm in the Cambewarra area and 
turned his attention to full-time farming. Helen attended a one-teacher 
school in Cambewarra before going to Nowra Primary School, Nowra 
High School and to Sydney Teachers College in 1929-30. While 
teaching, she attended evening classes for one year at the National Art 
School, East Sydney Technical College, taken by William Dobell.

In 1949 Helen married John Cameron and soon after broke her 
teaching service for a few years. Her daughter, Kim, now a qualified 
architect, was bom in this period and Helen was able to attend, full
time in 1951, a C.R.T.S. (Commonwealth Reconstruction Training 
Scheme) class conducted at East Sydney Technical College. It was a 
final year class but Helen was the only student to have a portrait shown 
in the Archibald Exhibition. She later attended a W.E.A. (Workers’ 
Education Association) class and went to the Workshop Arts Centre, 
Willoughby. She returned to teaching in 1954. Her local roots spread
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more widely than Middle Cove; she taught for twelve years at 
Northbridge Public School and her daughter completed Primary 
education there before proceeding to Willoughby Girls’ High School. 
She has had long association with some activities and friends in 
Castlecrag and often feels a member o f that community. Helen and 
John moved from Lavender Bay to Middle Cove in 1964 to a newly- 
erected home, which they have since renovated and extended.

In retirement, Helen finds time to paint, make her own clothes, 
swim regularly at Northbridge Baths and pursue her piano lessons in 
preparation for further grade examinations. She belongs to The Friends 
o f the Willoughby Library and participates in some activités at the 
Dougherty Community Centre. Her husband died in 1986 but had been 
instrumental in forming a group o f non-professional musicians to play 
at nursing homes, hospitals, retirement villages and at functions 
arranged by certain other organisations. One group calls itself ‘The 
Cameron Players’ . John Cameron was her expert picture-framer. She 
may now have to venture into this field herself.

KEITH VINCENT WILLIS

A retired resident o f Castle Cove since 1964, Keith Vincent Willis, 
was formerly a successful small businessman in Inverell, N.S.W. Always 
very fond o f people and acutely conscious o f the loneliness o f some 
and the frailty and sufferings o f others, he decided in 1978 to bridge 
the loneliness in his own life by doing community work directed 
towards assisting others in some positive way. (Frank’s wife Ethel, 
nee Wilson, had died unexpectedly in the previous year.) In 1978 he 
answered a Willoughby Council advertisement for a voluntary driver 
with own car, to deliver ‘meals on wheels’, one day per fortnight, and 
was successful; in the same year he became a more active member (later 
a warden) o f St Philip’s Church, Castle Cove. In 1980 he answered a 
call from Royal North Shore Hospital for voluntary drivers with cars, 
to transport radiotherapy patients to and from the Hospital, one day 
a week. Keith’s dedicated and selfless devotion to lightening the health 
and everyday problems o f other citizens was quickly recognised and 
highly appreciated, with the result that demand for his services rapidly 
increased and he became more and more heavily involved in each of 
these three spheres o f  community work. Because o f his age he no longer 
transports patients nor delivers the ‘meals on wheels’ . Nevertheless, 
for the past five years he has voluntarily worked from 6.00 am to 
11.30 am each weekday to assist with cooking, serving and packaging of 
meals and the loading o f containers into cars. After 11.30 am he 
attends to his own home commitments, to the needs o f neighbours 
and friends or pays a friendly visit to one o f his ‘clients’ .

Keith has a very healthy and positive attitude to life and to
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neighbourliness based on the simple philosophy “ as I pass through life I 
help others along” . He adds the personal touch to everything that he 
does by sending birthday, sympathy or get-well cards to those he gets 
to know. Very deservedly, in 1986, Willoughby Municipcd Council 
conferred on Keith Vincent Willis a ‘Citizen o f the Year Award’ .

Keith was bom o f Australian parents in Queanbeyan N.S.W. in 1908. 
His boyhood was spent in Queanbeyan and later Crookwell where his 
father owned and conducted a general store. He transferred from 
Queanbeyan Public School to Crookwell Public School at the age of 
eight and continued on to gain a bursary to Goulburn High School. 
However, his father offered him a place in the family business and from 
then on he followed a career in small business management. After his 
marriage in Crookwell he preferred to commence his own business 
in another country town, rather than take over his father’s business in 
Crookwell. He and his wife moved to Inverell and opened a drapery 
shop which they later converted to a ladies’ fashion salon. Their 
business venture prospered, necessitating a gradual increase in staff 
from two to eleven over the twenty years that they were in Inverell. 
They sold the business and bought land in Castle Cove on which they 
had the present home built while they rented a place at Killara.

Keith is not only a ‘people’s person’ but a ‘statistics person’ . Before 
he ceased to transport radiotherapy patients to Royal North Shore 
Hospital he made 255 trips necessitating driving some 11,350 kilo
metres; before transferring to kitchen duties for the ‘meals on wheels’ 
service he had made 608 deliveries to 12,000 people; since then he 
has prepared some 184,000 meals. He completed his 1,000th day in 
the kitchen on 27 May 1987 and was presented with a suitable 
memento.

The sincerity and cheerfulness o f  Keith Vincent Willis, and his many 
acts o f  kindness, have given comfort, hope and courage to many people.

C O M P ILE R ’S N O TE

SO U R C ES O F IN F O R M A T IO N : Inc lusion o f an itemised lis t  o f the sources of 
inform ation which were consulted on each topic has not been possible w ith in  the lim its  
o f funding and size o f booklet. A detailed bibliography w ill be published separately 
by the compiler and w ill be available in  lib raries and, on request, from  the compiler, 
8 Second Avenue, W illoughby, N .S.W . 2068.
IN D E X : A t th is stage, a detailed C O N TE N TS  L I S T  has been provided in  lieu o f an 
IN D E X . An IN D E X  w ill be issued, jo in t ly , w ith the B IB L IO G R A P H Y .
IL L U S T R A T IO N S  A N D  M APS: P r io r ity  has been given to text and maps rather than 
illustra tive matter. I t  was considered advisable to record as much as possible o f the 
inform ation found while an opportunity fo r publication was available.
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