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THE PROJECT

In 1983, under Section 530A of the Local Government Act of 1919, as amended, 
the Willoughby Municipal Council established a Willoughby Bicentennial 
Community Committee to manage, on a voluntary basis. Council’s involvement in 
Australia’s Bicentenary celebrations in 1988. It comprised members of the 
community and representatives of Council. The Committee set up several 
subcommittees within its infrastructure, including a ‘Community History Projects 
Subcommittee’ which unanimously decided to compile historical booklets on each 
of the nine suburbs in the present-day Municipality of Willoughby; locality 
boundaries to be local government boundaries irrespective of postcodes. An 
exception was made for the booklet on Chatswood West in favour of the 
boundaries of the West Ward.

Work on the project commenced in 1984 and was undertaken by five members 
working independently on separate booklets — Nancy Booker, Vince Egan, Esther 
Leslie, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch. Each member had power to coopt 
assistance. Regular meetings of the Subcommittee were held at which adminis
trative and financial matters, in the main, were dealt with. It is hoped that each 
booklet will be seen as a contribution to any comprehensive and authoritative 
history of the Municipality that may be written in the future and not in itself as a 
complete history of the suburb/ward; the latter scope was never the intention of 
the Subcommittee and neither time nor resources would have allowed such detailed 
and in-depth research.

The project was endorsed by Willoughby Council and by the New South Wales 
Bicentennial Council; publication costs have been shared by the Australian 
Bicentennial Authority and Willoughby Council under the Authority’s ‘Local 
Government Initiative Grants Program’. Eight booklets have been published. They 
are: Artarmon, Castle Cove/Middle Cove, Castlecrag, Chatswood East, Chatswood 
West Ward, Naremburn, Northbridge and Willoughby. Each compiler takes 
responsibility for the accuracy of facts, within the limits of the available research 
resources and for any viewpoints which may have been expressed. Any additional 
or variant information would be welcomed and should be forwarded to the 
compiler c/o Willoughby Municipal Council.

-ri;'
Esther Leslie

Convener, Community History Projects Subcommittee



FOREWORD

The part of Willoughby Municipality covered by this booklet is bounded by the 
eastern side of Archer Street, the northern side of Mowbray Road, the western side 
of Sydney Street, Victoria Avenue to Eastern Valley Way and the southern side of 
Boundary Street.

This area encompasses all or part of two original land grants — that of Richard 
Archbold in 1825 and that of Maria Brown in 1840, and other smaller grants to the 
east. Many readers will be surprised to learn that from about 1840 to about 1890 
a large part of Chatswood was known as North Sydney, or the Township of North 
Sydney.

The booklet does not aim to be a complete history of the area but it is hoped 
that it stimulates the reader to do his or her own research into our past.

In order to produce a booklet of this type many sources of history are 
consulted, including the memories of some of our senior citizens. Some written 
records have been found to be erroneous and all possible efforts have been made to 
ensure that the errors have not been repeated. Different people have sometimes had 
contradictory recollections of the same people, places and events; here also, efforts 
have been made to record the correct versions.

Any reader who can correct any mistakes which may have crept into this 
booklet, or who can add extra material, is requested to contact the Local History 
Section of the Willoughby Municipal Library, so that amendments and additions 
can be made, giving future generations a better understanding of their district’s 
history.

As the whole Municipality is interlinked in so many ways, this booklet should 
not be read in isolation but in conjunction with the seven others in the set.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the Willoughby Municipal Library, and 
especially to the staff of its Local History Section; also to local historians, such as 
Les Forsyth, and many other people, even from as far afield as Queensland, for 
their help in research. The number is so large that I cannot list them all, and rather 
than thank some by name, I now thank them all collectively.



PREFACE

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 
eight Community Histories o f  Willoughby 
and to commend all those responsible 
for the necessary research, comprehensive 
preparation and their publication.
Many people are interested and fascinated 
by our social history and I  am certain the 
local history contained within these 
booklets will add to this interest. It will 
certainly extend our knowledge o f  our 
immediate surroundings and bring better 
understanding to the origins and meanings o f  the streets and their 
names, so that they will become significant, as will the names o f  our 
parks and other landmarks.
The booklets also contain information about our local residents and 
provide a fund o f  information for those wishing to learn more about 
those who have had an influence on our Municipality.
The Bicentennial Project therefore is a fine way o f  celebrating this 
important event, particularly in Willoughby, which was first established 
as a Municipality in 1865, and which has a wealth o f  history to 
celebrate.
The Project itself is a heavy and intensive undertaking for a local group 
and I  publicly acknowledge the major role played by Esther Leslie as 
Convener o f  the Project and thank both her and her co-authors Nancy 
Booker, Vince Egan, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch for their efforts.
I  hope yo u  enjoy, as I  have, the histories and the opportunities they 
present to learn more about our past.

Willoughby Municipal Council, 
Civic Centre, Chatswood.
July 1988

Noel A . Reidy 
M AYO R
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Rtiâ t _____
P>"i,poi»d i^ iU o ufb y 4/>d G o r a c 'i f 'n r -

by p n ¥ i ‘e  Comp^Ay sh ew n 'n u . _______ ___

C6Hfr,mryK r^6k T nm »ay .  ,

.)•
THE PARISH OF WILLOUGHBY

K A geo^aphical Parish has nothing to 
^  do with a church but is a local area. 

The Parish o f  Willoughby comprises 
the present Municipalities o f  

Willoughby, Lane Cove (which was 
at one time part o f  the Municipality 

o f North Willoughby), 
North Sydney and Mosman.

' --1 ' r'i i-
. . ■ - r ■ i : I \

%

;l

l‘''OWS

it



THE BEGINNING

A FOREST AND ITS CREEKS

Chatswood in 1788 . . . what was it really like? It is difficult to 
imagine the district without bricks and concrete, red tiles and roads. 
If you look from the top floor o f the Council Administrative Building 
and towards the east, you see as many trees as man-made structures. 
This gives a chance to picture the scene as the forest which existed 200 
years ago.

George Caley (botanist) in 1805 reported on the almost impenetrable 
forest north o f the harbour and the description o f the timber which 
encouraged timber-getters as the first settlers.

The area was well watered, with courses o f many o f the creeks still 
existing today. Perhaps the two most important in our area were Scott’s 
Creek (which is now mainly a storm-water drain and whose source was 
in the vicinity o f aptly named Spring Street) and Blue Gum Creek. 
Scott’s Creek crossed a large part o f central and eastern Chatswood; 
Blue Gum Creek was about the same length, flowing west from the 
ridge into Lane Cove River. There were others such as Sugarloaf Creek, 
while still more fed into Swaine’s Creek and Flat Rock Creek.

Among the varieties o f eucalyptus were turpentine, blackbutts and 
blue gums. There would have been many types o f native flowers, some 
o f which existed in living memory, and a few can still be found today 
in isolated pockets. (The Council has had these areas and their native 
flowers reproduced on postcards.)

In such surroundings, wildlife would have been plentiful. The 
wallabies and koalas have long since disappeared, but there are still 
possums, bats and native birds in our trees. I can remember as a boy 
seeing an echidna near Penshurst Street.

Gone too, are the Aborigines; most o f them were wiped out by the 
white man’s diseases. As Newton Fowell o f the First Fleet wrote to his 
father:

Soon after (the native Arooboonoo) was taken the Small Pox raged among 
them with great Fury and carried o ff great Numbers o f  them/every boat that 
went down the Harbour found them laying Dead on the Beaches and in the 
caverns o f rocks forsaken by the rest as soon as the disease is discovered on



them/ They were generally found with the remains o f  a small Fire on each 
Side o f  them & some Water left within their Reach . .  .

ABORIGINES IN THE WILLOUGHBY AREA

Two hundred years ago the Camaraigal or Cam-mer-ray-gal (various) 
spellings), a family group belonging to the Ku-ring-gai tribe, roamed 
the lower North Shore area, known to them as Cam-mer-ray.

From Governor Phillip’s despatches and from the journals o f the 
officers o f the First Fleet we learn that the group was distinguished by 
its numerical size, by its robust and muscular physique, and by the 
authority it held over surrounding groups. The group’s superiority may 
have been due, in part, to the fact that it possessed the best fishing 
ground and, as David Collins records, “ had the exclusive and extra
ordinary privilege o f extracting a tooth from the natives o f other tribes 
inhabiting the sea-coast, or o f  all such as were within their authority 
. . . memy contests or decisions o f honour have been delayed until the 
arrival o f these people” .

The new settlers had many contacts with the Camaraigal as they 
sailed around Port Jackson or explored inland from Middle Harbour. 
Members o f the group fished on the harbour and exploited some hinter
land resources, especially in the winter. Phillip noted “ paths which are 
much frequented between this harbour (Port Jackson) and Broken 
Bay”  and deduced that they frequently went walkabout in the area.

By April 1789 half the native population o f the Sydney area 
(estimated at 1500 in 1788) had been wiped out by smallpox. By the 
1790s white settlement had extended to the North Shore (18 land 
grants were allocated in 1794 in the present-day suburbs o f Lane Cove 
and Gore Hill).

However, we have evidence o f the Camaraigal still living in the area 
in 1820. They were the subject o f close investigation by officers from 
Russian ships, anchored in Neutral Bay during visits in 1814,1820 and 
1822, who noted as many as 120 persons in the group. But by 1830 
there were no Aboriginal communities following a traditional lifestyle 
in the Sydney area.



WILLOUGHBY

Origin o f the name o f  the Parish, Suburb and 
Municipality o f  Willoughby

By the 1820s, much attention was focused on the problem o f 
how to improve the overall administration o f the vast colony o f 
New South Wales, with particular reference to land. To facilitate 
identification and development o f areas, the Secretary o f State in 
England instructed the Governor o f New South Wales to divide the 
Colony into Counties, Hundreds and Parishes. The Surveyor-General o f 
New South Wales completed his survey and map o f nineteen counties 
in 1834.

In 1835 the Governor, Sir Richard Bourke, issued a Proclamation in 
Government Gazette No. 169 “ erecting the County o f Cumberland and 
dividing same into Hundreds and Parishes” . It covered an area o f over 
1,600 square miles and each Hundred was approximately 100 square 
miles. One o f these Hundreds was the Hundred o f Packenham which 
was later divided into five Parishes, each roughly 25 square miles — 
Broken Bay, Narrabeen, Manly Cove, Gordon and Willoughby.

It is generally accepted that the Parishes o f Willoughby and Gordon, 
in the Hundred o f Packenham, in the County o f Cumberland, were 
named by the then Surveyor-General, Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell, 
after his friend and superior Army officer in the Peninsular War, 
Sir James Willoughby Gordon. Many o f the places named by Mitchell 
relate to the Peninsular War.

Later, the suburb o f Willoughby and the Municipality o f Willoughby 
(both o f which were originally called North Willoughby) were named 
after the Parish o f  Willoughby.

No map compiled before Mitchell’s period as Surveyor-General 
(1828-1855) shows the names Willoughby and Gordon but the 

Geographical Dictionary and Gazetteer of the Australian Colonies by W. H. 
Wells describes both Willoughby and Gordon as Parishes in the Hundred 
o f Packenham in the County o f Cumberland.

(Acknowledgment is made to the late Mr W. C. Foster, M.A., F.R.A.H.S.,
whose research findings were made available by courtesy of the Geographical
Names Board of N.S.W.)
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SIR JAMES WILLOUGHBY GORDON (1773-1851)

Sir James Willoughby Gordon was bom in England in 1773, the son 
o f Captain Francis Grant, R.N., who had taken the surname Gordon in 
1768 (pursuant to the will o f his maternal uncle, James Gordon, o f 
Moor Place, Hertfordshire) and become Captain Francis Grant Gordon. 
Captain Grant Gordon married Mary, daughter o f Sir Willoughby 
Aston, Bart, o f Aston, Shropshire, after whom their son James was 
named.

James joined the army as a ten year old ensign and progressed 
through commissioned ranks to General (1841). He was created a 
Baronet in 1818 and Knight Grand Cross o f the Bath (G.C.B.) in 1831. 
In 1805 he married Julia Lavinia Bennet, an heiress o f Beckenham, 
Kent.

During his career he held many important positions, mainly staff, 
and served in the West Indies, Gibraltar, Jamaica, North America and 
the Peninsular War under Wellington. He was Quartermaster-General o f 
the Forces, at the Horse Guards, from August 1811 until his death in 
his villa in the grounds o f Chelsea Hospital on 4 January 1851.

According to one historian. Sir James Willoughby Gordon was “ an 
office-soldier, a capable and indefatigable organiser” , although 
somewhat lacking in field-service. He has also been described as 
humourless, interfering, overbearing, pretentious and indiscreet.

At one stage in the Peninsular War he was the superior officer o f 
Captain Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Livingston Mitchell, military 
surveyor, and wrote one o f the letters o f introduction which Mitchell 
presented to Governor Darling on his arrival in Sydney. Evidence also 
exists that Sir James and Sir Thomas became friends and corresponded 
regulEirly.

SIR THOMAS LIVINGSTON MITCHELL (1792-1855)

Major Thomas Livingston Mitchell arrived in New South Wales in 
1827 to take up the position o f Deputy Surveyor-General to John 
Oxley. He was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1838.

Sir Thomas Livinston Mitchell, the Surveyor-General o f  New South Wales 
from 1828 to his death in 1855, was a major figure in the development o f  
the Australian colonies in the nineteenth century. His influence was remark
able in both its breadth and the length o f  its tenure. The breadth o f this 
influence ranges from exploration to surveying to road building and bridge 
construction.
As an explorer, Mitchell led four major expeditions into the interior, includ
ing the Australian Felix expedition o f  1836 in which large verdant areas o f  
current day Victoria were discovered.
As a surveyor, Mitchell substantially increased both the internal efficiency
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o f the Surveyor-General’s department and the amount o f land surveyed; he 
also developed the first detailed Map o f  the Nineteen Counties surrounding 
Sydney.
As a road builder and supervisor o f  bridge construction, Mitchell oversaw the 
laying out o f  many miles o f  roads including three major ones from Sydney — 
the Great North Road, the Great South Road and the Great West Road. 
Each o f  these roads played an important role in opening up large areas o f  
New South Wales for further settlement.
Mitchell’s zeal for life was manifested in many areas beyond exploration, 
surveying and road building. His other interests, to name a few, included 
fossil mammalian research, poetry and mechanical and scientific arts.
He died in Sydney in 1855.
(Quotes, by permission, from the Introduction of William C. Foster’s book. 
Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell and his world 1792-1855, published by The 
Institution of Surveyors, N.S.W. Incorporated 1985.)



The Municipality o f  Willoughby 
indicating municipal boundaries.

(Map by courtesy o f  w
Willoughby Municipal Council)



CHATSWOOD

ITS NAME AND POPULATION

At the time o f the 1841 Census, 586 persons lived in the Parish o f 
Willoughby. There were 92 houses in the Parish; six out o f 10 o f them 
were made o f  timber.

At the time o f  its Incorporation in 1865, 400 persons lived in the 
Municipality o f North Willoughby. Almost all the land in Chatswood 
East was in the hands o f a few large landholders. It was still largely 
timbered open space and its occupants worked the land.

By the 1880s land was still bought by the acreage and houses on five 
to 12 acre lots were not uncommon. Subdivision o f the Isirge estates in 
East Chatswood began in the late 1870s and continued into the 1880s. 
East Chatswood’s oldest surviving houses were built at this time.

On 7 April 1879 a clerk in the Council wrote to the postal author
ities suggesting that a post office be established and called Chatswood, 
from the name o f  the property bearing the greatest improvements in 
the vicinity. This estate was owned by Richard Hayes Harnett, whose 
second wife was named Charlotte. It has been suggested that he called 
part o f the area ‘Chattie’s W ood’ after his wife.

However, possibly because somebody misread bad handwriting or 
someone in higher office was thinking o f Chatsworth in England, the 
post office was first called Chatsworth, changed soon after to 
Chatswood. Then the Government Gazette No. 650 o f 18 October 
1888 proclaimed the division o f the Borough of North Willoughby into 
three wards — Chatsworth, Lane Cove and Middle Harbour. Chatsworth 
was to be bounded by the centre line o f Mowbray Road West from the 
Lane Cove River to the centre line o f Penshurst Street; north to the 
centre line o f Victoria Avenue; thence to the centre line o f Mitchell 
(now Macquarie) Street; north-west to the north boundary, and west to 
the River, and back to Mowbray Road.

Elections for the Chatsworth Ward were held in November 1888. 
The three aldermen elected were E. T. Newell, S. H. Wilkie and Charles 
Wilson. In 1889 Alderman Wilkie asked that the ward name be changed 
to Chatswood, as the post office had been named, but it was not until 
1895 that the correction was made. (Since then there have been several 
changes o f boundaries, as well as an increase o f wards from three to



Colonial Secretary's Oillce,
Sydney, 3(fth M ay, 1SG5.

P E T IT IO N  U N D E R  T H E  M U N IC IP A L  ACT.

M’ lL L O U G H B Y .

IN  pursuance of the A ct of the Cohuiial Parlia
ment, 22 Victoria, N o. 13, His E.xcellency the 

f/ovem or, ■with the advice of the Executive Council, 
has directed the publication o f the substance 
o f a Petition addres.sed to H is Excellency, 
as hereinafter .set forth, signed by sixty.seven 
householders, resident in the rural District of 
W illoughby, graying for the erection of their
locality into a lunicipality.

C H .U IL E S  C O W P E K .

The Petition. Tf  state that the number o f inhabit
ants of the rural District hereinafter defined, 
amounts to four hundred, and that it is desirable 
that the said Dirtrict should be declared a Muni
cipality, by the name o f "N o r th  W illoughby, "—  
the boundaries of «hich are as follows : —

Commencing in Long Bay, M iiiiile Harbor, pariah 
of Willoughby, County of Cumberland, at the 
junction of a fresh water creek, at the eastern point 
of James Y ales’ acres and James William  
Bligh's 31- acres; and bounded on the south-west 
bv that creek to the south-west corner of Archi
bald Mossman's 34 acres ; thence by a line bearing 
south-west to the source of a creek dividing 
W right's 29 a es and M’^ool.stonc-.jft's •')25 acres ; 
thence bv that . reek to a bay, and liy the bay and the 
waters of Port Jackson running »csterly, and by 
Lane Cove Creek to the head of P-iuc Gum Creek ; 
and thence by the dividing boundary line of the 
1 irishes of Willonuhby and G'.rd.in to Middle 
Harbor; then'e by the wan r- at Middle Harbor 
to the point of cornin. u. cMcul-

And the Petitioners pray a= fe'lo-.vs, viz. “  That 
“  your Ex. i ilcncy will be pleased to declare the 
"  said rural District, within the limit? and bonn* 
"  daries bereinbef.jre set forth, to be a M'lnicipality, 
“  by the name o f ‘ North M’ ll! ughby.’ ”

T . C. Ludowice 
W illiam  Smith 
John Boyle 
Thomas M Clelcnd 
Albert Ra*ke 
.James Keid 
Edwin R inuard 
James Snow 
'William Pollard 
Richard Horsley 
George W ool'and  
Hugti Haron 
Ale.X itider C:i-her 
Francis Bellman 
George Trickett 
John .Jones 
Michael Smith 
Thomas Adamson 
Richard Johnson 
Jacob Holland ■ 
Thomas Foote, senior 
Tliomas Foote, junior 
Francis Slack 
t\'illiarn P.irnell 
H . H. Bligh 
Einuel Dew 
AVilliam M atts 
.Jethro .John Pcarse 
AVill iam }u ym>148 
Johu M 'M iilaa  
John Annita^e 
Edward Carr 
J'imoifiy ruirV 
James W . Icb

.Tames Medlyn  
John Collins 
Andrew Sniith 
W illiam  Martin 
G . H . Chalk 
.Tames Bercyen 
Henry Russel]
.John Scholtield 
M'illiam Donnelly 
T. T. Allard 
George Jones 
Peter C.irkin 
James .Mills 
David Eth. rington 
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five. In addition, parts o f  the Municipality south o f Boundary Street 
have been called East Roseville.)

By 1891, with the advent o f the railway, the population o f  the whole 
Municipality had passed the 3,000 mark. Parts o f the land were still 
farmed, the temneries and brickworks were established and thriving. 
The municipal population was still thinly spread — on average about 
one person per two and a half acres.

Over the next twenty years the municipal population roughly 
doubled itself every ten years. The increase in East Chatswood may 
have been greater because o f the availability o f more public services.

MUNICIPALITY OF WILLOUGHBY

Census Population
No. of Occupied 

Dwellings
No. of Persons 

per acre

1891 3,411 492 .42
1901 6,004 1,229 1.09
1911 13,036 2,623 2.36

Between 1911 and 1921 the population o f the Municipality had 
more than doubled to 28,067, as did the number o f occupied dwellings 
(6,251). By this time the domestic architecture and streetscapes o f East 
Chatswood, most o f which survive to day and are regarded “ o f prime 
heritage importance” , were well established. This was the end o f the 
halcyon days o f the architecture o f East Chatswood. (After this 
remarkable period o f growth it took another 43 years for the municipal 
population almost to double again; in 1964 it peaked at 54,350 and has 
been very slowly decreasing since then.)

CHATSWOOD APPEARS IN PRINT

In 1919 the following poem by Henry Lawson was published in 
Lone Hand m^azine:

CHATSWOOD
'Twos an old respected settler, in the unrespected days.
Who had land along the North Shore, and — we ’ll say his name was Hayes, 
And he came there as a young man, when there was great work to do 
And his young wife’s name was “Chattie ” (and no doubt, she chatted, too).

’Twas a “smallplace in the country ”  — where he went to be carefree —
Out beyond the pleasant suburb that they now call Willoughby;
And a little wood was on it, and the trees were tall and good.
And his young wife used to dream there, so he called it “Chattie’s Wood’’.



“Chattie’s Wood" has long since gone, and shops are standing in a row 
Where the young wife went a-dreaming in the days o f long ago,
How the pretty name was altered doesn't matter, anyhow.
But the wife is still remembered, as they call it "Chatswood" now.

* * *

In 1930, Lennie Lower, one o f Australia’s greatest humorists, 
described Chatswood thus:

CHATSWOOD is one o f those places that are a stone’s throw from some 
other place, and is mainly given over to the earnestly genteel. Here, 
respectability stalks abroad adorned with starched linen and surrounded by 
mortgages. The clatter o f lawn-mowers can be heard for miles on any sunny 
Saturday. Sunday evenings, the stillness o f death descends on the place, but 
if one listens very attentively one may hear the scraping o f hundreds o f  
chewed pens as they travel the weary road o f principal and interest and pay- 
off-as-rent.

(Here's Luck, ch. xxii. 
Reprinted with permission of Angus & Robertson Publishers.)



EARLY LAND GRANTS AND 
AN EXAMPLE OF DEVELOPMENT

EARLY GRANTS

When Governor Phillip (1788-92) was commissioned to found the 
new colony o f New South Wales, he was also authorised to issue free 
grants o f land to people (either military, freed convicts or future free 
settlers) who might show promise o f being good farmers. As the nearest 
sources o f food supply were thousands o f miles away, the production 
o f  food was to be o f  prime importance.

Phillip made about one hundred such grants, although none on the 
North Shore. The first grants to free settlers were on Liberty Plains, 
extending from Strathfield to Bankstown, in 1793, the year o f their 
arrival. However, these latter were not free grants but at a rental, 
usually one shilling per acre per year.

Then in 1794 Major Grose (1792-94) made some grants in the 
vicinity o f the present Lane Cove shopping centre. Other small grants 
were made, until in 1805 Isaac Nichols was granted 600 acres by 
Governor King, which he called ‘Kings Plains’. This was in the area 
roughly bounded by the present Anderson Street, Ashley Street, Pacific 
Highway and Chatswood Oval. In 1810 William Gore obtained 150 
acres in Artarmon, with the northern boundary being about Stafford 
Road. The next major grant (1825) was to Richard Archbold, o f 600 
acres, from Victoria Avenue in the south to Boundary Street on the 
north, and Nichols’ Kings Plains on the west to ‘Government Land’ 
(today we would call it ‘Crown Land’) about High Street on the east.

In 1828 Governor Sir Ralph Darling (1825-31) had a further thought 
on land distribution, as he wrote to London:

I  have the honor to acquaint you, in reference to my Despatch No. 15 o f the 
11th February last, that I have authorised a Reserve o f two Square Miles o f  
Land or 1,280 acres to Miss Cowper, the Daughter o f  the Reverend William 
Cowper, on her Marriage, subject. Sir, to your approbation.
I  have had a double object in this; to mark my approbation o f the manner 
in which Mr. Cowper, who is a very exemplary Man, has confined himself to 
the zealous discharge o f his duties, which may not be unimportant with 
reference to the late proceedings o f  some o f  the Chaplains; the other, hoping, 
should you approve o f the measure being extended to the Daughters o f Men 
o f  Respectability, whose Conduct gives them a Claim to the support o f the



Government, that it might have the effect o f removing the impediment to 
matrimony, which appears to have existed here.
There are at the moment several very large families o f daughters in the 
Colony, who, though highly respectable in Conduct and Connexion, possess
ing no property, do not appear likely ever to get married, while there are also 
many young Settlers who declare their inability to maintain a Wife who has 
no means o f her own. The addition o f 1,300 Acres o f Land to a man who has 
already received all he has a claim to and which he could not obtain except 
by Purchase, will it is hoped act as an inducement to the Young Settlers to 
marry, as it cannot fail to prove in every point o f  view beneficial to the 
Colony and to the Community in general.
I  should further propose confining these Grants to such young Ladies as 
marry Settlers and Persons permanently resident in the Colony, and not to 
extend it to those who unite themselves to other Individuals.
I  beg. Sir, to be permitted to recommend this measure to your consideration 
and to suggest that the Land be settled exclusively on the Lady, so as to 
insure her having the Benefit o f  it during her Life.
At that time, employed by the Commissariat, was one George 

Brown, who would have known o f the above letter, and also was 
acquainted with a Maria Hitchcock, conducting, with her two sisters, 
a dressmaking business in Pitt Street, Sydney. Some time (the actual 
date is not recorded) before May 1831, Darling promised such a grant 
to Maria Hitchcock as a marriage portion. Apparently several such 
verbal promises were made to various ladies about this time. George and 
Maria married at Scots Church on 26 June 1829. 1831 saw the 
abolition o f free grants o f Crown Land.

On 6 September 1836 George Brown died, leaving his estate to three 
trustees (in those days women did not own property in their own right) 
— James Blackett, Richard Read (who had married Maria’s elder sister, 
Eliza) and Charles Nicholson — to be held in trust for his widow, Maria, 
and after her, to their two children, Mary Emma and George Richard.

On 21 April 1840 Governor Sir George Gipps, to honour the promise 
made by Darling, proclaimed a grant o f 160 acres to Blackett and Read, 
in trust for Maria Brown.

As there were no streets in those days, the description o f the land 
was “ in the Parish o f Willoughby, commencing at the North West 
comer o f Mr. Gores 150 acres called ‘Artarmon’, and bounded on the 
South by that land being a line East thirty five chains; on the East by 
a line North fifty three chains to Archibalds [sic] six hundred acres on 
the North by that farm being a line South sixty degrees West forty nine 
chains to Nichols two hundred acres; on the West by Nichols lands 
being a line South thirty degrees East eighteen chains; and a line 
South thirteen chains to the North West comer o f Gore’s land as 
aforesaid” .

This grant in today’s description is roughly Stafford Road on the



<^=

south, Stanley Street on the east, Victoria Avenue on the north and 
Anderson and Devonshire Streets on the west.

The deed o f grant also stated Maria had been authorised to take 
possession on 10 January 1832, and that the land had been advertised 
in the Government Notices o f 7 September 1838 to be called ‘Mary 
Field’. The rent was to be £1. 6. 8 sterling per annum, commencing 
on 1 January 1839. (Note the chronology. In or before May 1831, 
Governor Darling promised land to Maria. In 1832 she was authorised 
to take rent free possession [apparently both verbally]. In 1839 the 
land was advertised in the Government Notices at a rental and finally 
in 1840 the official grant was made — even though occupation had 
been authorised for 14 months.)

There appears to be no record that Maria ever lived on or cultivated 
the land, although at least one old map shows it as ‘Brown’s 
Farm’.

HOW A TYPICAL BLOCK HAS BEEN 
DEVELOPED ON ‘BROWN’S FARM’

About 1843 the land was leased to Francis Mitchell, and in 1864 
Mitchell was the owner. In 1872 fifteen acres were sold to Francis 
Stack. The other 145 acres were sold to Richard Hayes Harnett.

In 1874 Stack’s fifteen acres were owned by Frederick Henry 
Holland who had built a house there about 1873. Holland sold three 
acres in 1876 to Alfred Mitchell, merchant. The balance o f Holland’s 
twelve acres included an orchard and later became a market garden 
leased by a Chinaman, Yung Hing. In September 1894 Richard Harnett 
asked Council to open up Stanley and Olga Streets through Holland’s 
land. However, the latter said that he wished to lease his garden for 
three years and requested that Council give him six months notice 
before opening streets through his land. Council decided to stand the 
matter over for six months. In 1898 it was shown on the Rate Books as 
a dairy, but later reverted to Chinese gardens. In the meantime Holland 
built his house ‘Oakfield’ in 1891. This is still standing at 245 Mowbray 
Road.

Also in 1898 Olga Street was shovm as being extended from Johnson 
Street to Mowbray Road; the name o f this part was changed in 1904 to 
Holland Street.

In 1902 a block 146 ft in Mowbray Road and 300 ft deep, between 
Holland and Hercules Streets, was sold by Holland to Mrs P. Borchard 
o f 360 Miller Street, North Sydney. She built the house ‘Heidelberg’ 
which was occupied by Albert Borchard. The house and land were sold 
in 1909 to Mr D. Cadwallader for £2,000. (The Cadwallader name was 
well known in the Bank o f N.S.W.) When the Great War broke out in 
1914, Cadwallader changed the name o f the house to ‘Werribeen’;
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still later another owner changed it to ‘Seven Gables’ as it is known 
today.

Development was also taking place in Holland Street. In 1904 two 
houses were built — ‘Orama’ (later changed to ‘Lalanamu’) and 
‘Wheatley’ , now Nos 6 and 8. Altogether twenty-three houses were 
built up to the end o f the Great War (1918), when there was a lull 
until the Cadwalladers subdivided and sold two blocks o f  the back o f 
their land. (These blocks had been used as a tennis court.)

In May 1928 Mrs Cadwallader sold lot 3 to Edmond St Clair Woods, 
retired Superintendent o f Police, for £500 ($1,000). This property is 
now No. 2 Holland Street. A condition o f the sale was that “ the walls 
o f any main building to be erected on the said site shall be constructed 
o f brick or stone or brick and stone and the roof thereof shall be o f or 
covered with slates or tiles or other roofing material approved by the 
Vendor in writing and such building shall cost and be o f the value o f 
not less than eight hundred and fifty pounds” . Further “ that the said 
land or any building to be erected upon the said land shall not be used 
as a shop or for the carrying on therein o f a trade or business o f any 
nature whatsoever other than a professional or nursing business” .

However, the minimum value o f £850 was well and truly exceeded. 
The builder, M. J. Kershaw, tendered £1,515 for the erection o f the 
house (called ‘St Clair’). The final cost, after some additional items, 
was £1,586.17. 0.

Although the purchase price o f the land was £500, the official 
unimproved capital value was only £350. (There was a weatherboard 
out-house on the property.)

The following table shows the drop in values during the Depression 
and later the rise in values as inflation reared its ugly head in the 
1950s.
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NO. 2 HOLLAND STREET, CHATSWOOD

Unimproved Improved
Year Capital Value Capital Value Remarks

£ £
1928 350 17.5.1928. Purchased for £500. 

House built for £1,525.
1931 312 1,500
1932 275 1,475
1935 250 1,450
1938 275 1,450 22.9.1939. Title transferred to 

Mrs Woods.
1941 275 1,550
1944 312 1,700
1947 350 2,000
1950 500 3,250
1953 750 4,800
1956 1,150 6,000 21.11.1959. Purchased for £6,100
1960 1,925 6,750

$ $
1966 7,800 17,500 Feb. 1966. Decimal currency 

introduced.
1970 14,750 27,500
1973 19,000 Valuer-General ceased I.C.V.
1975 23,000
1977 26,000
1980 67,500
1984 87,500

Valuer-General ceased domestic valuations



EARLY INDUSTRIES

As stated earlier, the first industry o f white men in Chatswood was the 
timber trade.

ORCHARDS, MARKET 
GARDENS AND DAIRIES

Agriculture followed the timber-getting. George and Maria Brown’s 
grant was known as ‘Brown’s Farm’ — the first recorded use was that o f 
orchards. Archbold grew maize and also had livestock.

Orchards were planted in several places, including (the present) 
Holland Street, on George Baldry’s land in the present Baldry Street, 
and on Victoria Avenue between Macquarie and Royal Streets (Crick’s). 
As a reminder o f the orchards, we have Orchard Road and two 
shopping complexes o f 1988 are called Lemon Grove 2ind Orchard 
Centre. Parallel to the orchards were market gardens, cultivated by 
Chinese men (there were very few Chinese women in Willoughby). 
In 1891 Ah Gong had a garden on George Baldry’s property west o f 
Macquarie Street. In 1896 Charles Crick had six acres o f land in 
Victoria Avenue at the north-east corner o f Archer Street (formerly the 
Crown Plastic Brickworks). Hop Hing leased four acres for vegetables, 
and George Arthur Gates the other two acres as a flower nursery. 
Gates eventually owned this land and continued the nursery until 1928 
when the site was subdivided and flats erected thereon. Incidentally, 
even as late as 1899, there were only four houses in Victoria Avenue 
between Macquarie and Archer Streets.

Other sites o f Chinese gardens about the same period and later were 
in the hollow at the bottom of Crick and Royal Streets, between 
Sydney and Stanley Streets in two areas, one north o f Stephen Street, 
the other at the present Bales Park. There was another at the northern 
end of Sydney Street. The Bales Park land was owned by Mrs Bors who 
owned other land nearby, as did Herbert Bors, a grazier. In the 1880s to 
1890s Yung Hing’s garden was in Holland Street on land owned by 
F. H. Holland.

On the northern boundary o f the Municipality Dr George On Lee, 
whose business address was Wynyard Square, Sydney, owned a house 
and 8V2 acres on the north side o f William Street, between Spearman
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[ Archer street, 1887,
! showing Chinese market gardens,

(by courtesy Willoughby Municipal Library)

and Archer Streets. In 1884 it was shown as a new house, in 1885 a 
house and orchard, and in 1886 a market garden with a Chinese tenant.
On Lee sold the property in 1897 to Thomas Buckland; the Chinese 
garden carried on until 1907. Still in William Street but on the eastern 
side o f Spearman Street, Mrs Kezia Carr had AV2 acres in 1882, which 
was being used as a garden by Song King in 1888. The land was sold in 
1895 to Mrs Mein and was still a Chinese garden up to 1902. It has been 
said that Chatswood was known in the district as ‘Chinatown’.

The Chinese gardeners lived in very crude shacks; the one at Bales 
Park was on No. 126 Sydney Street. They left about 1926 and Council 
declared a park on the site in 1928, called Central Park. Later the name 
was changed to Bales Park after Joseph Bales, Alderman, 1925-47, 
including Mayor 1931-32, 1936, 1938-42 and 1945-47. On several 
occasions Council purchased more land to increase the size o f this park.

Mention has been made o f the shacks occupied by the Chinese. In 
November 1921 the Metropolitan Health Inspector said that some 
should be closed, owing to the unsatisfactory huts used as dwellings; 
many such gardens were said to be low-lying and unfit for housing. 
About the same time residents o f Stephen Street complained to Council



about the state o f the gardens near their homes but Council’s health 
inspector said that the complaints were unfounded.

Besides producing food, milk was needed. There was a dairy in 
Holland Street in 1898, and from 1899 to 1907 David George 
Etherington had a one acre dairy in Victoria Avenue between Stanley 
and Penshurst Streets.

TANNERIES

Another industry o f the nineteenth century was the tanning trade. 
Most o f this was centred in Scott’s Creek at the bottom o f High Street 
and extended up as far as Victoria Avenue. Among the many tannery 
owners in the area were James B. Forsyth (who had his own cricket 
club); Henry Charles Owen (founded in 1873 and later managed by 
Edward Owen, a one-time alderman o f Council); Walter Chaffer (comer 
o f High Street and Victoria Avenue) who later moved to Kingsgrove; 
Wilson Bros (in High Street and still working); James B. Johnson (in 
Short Street) and Stephenson and Sons. These businesses were 
commenced when the roads were merely dirt tracks, causing much 
correspondence with Council. As water was necessary in large 
quantities, there were requests to the Water Board in the 1880s and 
1890s for water and sewerage mains. However, the Board was not 
prepared to lay mains in the High, Gibbes and Smith Street areas until 
Council had the roads properly formed with permanent levels. The 
tanners asked Council to do the roads with blue metal, offering to pay 
half the cost.

Some o f these tanneries existed up to the 1940s, to be replaced 
mostly by light industries; the old idea o f ugly factory buildings has 
gone, superseded by more attractive looking and functional premises. 
In 1988 these industries included such diverse types as air-conditioning, 
blind and curtain making, bread and other foods, builders’ hardware, 
computers and other office supplies, footwear, gas supply, jewellery 
manufacture, laundry, leather goods, marine and diesel works, motor 
car repairs and spare parts supplies, packaging, paints, party hire, pest 
exterminators, printing, radio and television, sand and metal supplies, 
scientific instruments and transport services. As a lot o f these buildings 
are on low ground and in side streets, many people do not realise the 
complexity and extent o f this industrial area.

BOILING-DOWN WORKS

An industry which existed over a hundred years ago, but would not 
be tolerated today in a residential area, was James Hammond’s boiling- 
down works. This was shown on the earliest Rate Books still preserved 
(1872-74) as being on property owned by William Sparkes. In 1882





Above: ‘The Pond', near the comer o f  Archer Street and Victoria Avenue.
In the background is Our Lady o f Dolours Church and on the right 

the roof o f the Sisters o f Mercy Convent. Below: Excavations for Chatswood Chase. 
(Photos by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)
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Hammond had a house and twelve acres in Nicholson Street and about 
three acres in Ashley Street. The Nicholson Street site is now 
Beauchamp Park. The Hammond family is documented in more detail 
in the booklet on Chatswood West.

BRICKWORKS AND POTTERIES

The oldest surviving Chatswood industry is that o f clay products. 
As mentioned earlier, the market and flower gardens in Victoria Avenue 
near Archer Street were on the site of the Crown Plastic Brickworks. 
These were at one stage owned by Edward Mann Clarke, M.L.A. for 
Willoughby 1887-91. Around 1898, A. A. Brown was the proprietor. 
The clay was quarried from behind the works. After the cessation of 
digging, the pit was full o f water — and known locally as ‘The Pond’. 
Unfortunately a local man named McNamara fell in and was drowned. 
In November 1914 the Chatswood-Willoughby Progress Association 
wrote to Council regarding the dangerous unfenced water hole. The pit 
was filled in with street sweepings and other rubbish; one carter backed 
his horse and dray too far and both horse and cart went into the pit, 
drowning the horse. After the pit was filled in. Council built a bowling 
green on the site, as part o f  the Senior Citizens Centre which also had 
recreation rooms and later a kitchen to supply the meals-on-wheels. 
One of the cottages in Archer Street and adjoining the Senior Citizens 
Centre was used as a kindergarten. Behind all this, at the dead end o f 
Neridah Street were some factories, including Mark Mayne dry cleaning, 
which was later taken over by Council for a garage and works depot. 
All this gave way in 1983 to the big Chatswood Chase Shopping 
Complex.

But let us go back to the clay. In England, James Mashman (bom 
1824) had been apprenticed to Sir Henry Doulton, head o f the 
renowned Doulton Pottery at Lambeth, where James became a skilled 
tradesman, as did his sons later. After James died his four sons (William, 
Henry, John and George) transferred to the Regal Pottery, where a 
relation, George Day, was already employed.

In 1883 William and Henry, hearing o f good opportunities for 
artisans, migrated to Australia, worked at a pottery in Maitland and 
came to Sydney, where they found there was good clay on the North 
Shore. By July 1885 they had entered into a partnership with James 
Sandison in Victoria Avenue between Jacques and Septimus Streets. 
This site had been a brickworks mn by William and Bradley Willoughby 
from 1882 to 1884, then a pottery owned by William and Robert 
Abbott who sold it to Sandison in 1885.

The first products o f the new company were bottles, bread crocks 
and other small handmade household utensils. The clay was dug from 
the site, and the products were salt glazed. As the population and
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Above: Mashman’s Pottery, Jacques Street, c.1915.
(Photo from Willoughby Municipal Library)

Below: The Pottery on the same site, under a different name, 1988.



housing increased, together with the advent o f sewerage, the company 
turned to clay pipes and sanitary ware, etc. More clay was needed and a 
pit was commenced north o f Church Street, between Sydney and 
Stanley Streets. This pit also had its tragedy. A little boy living in 
Church Street, whose house backed on to ‘Mashman’s Paddock’ with 
the pit at its centre, fell in; his grandfather tried to rescue him but both 
drowned. The Mashmans owned this five acre site until 1928. The clay 
in Chatswood being o f such high quality and easily obtained, several 
other pits were established, but now all are filled in and clay is 
imported from other parts o f Sydney.

In 1886 George Day (bom  1861) and his brother, William (who had 
married Harriette Mashman) came from England and settled in 
Septimus Street near the pottery. George Day’s son, also George, 
worked at the pottery for fifty years. The son had five children, 
including Mary, A lf and Ernie, who will be mentioned later. In 1887 
John and George Mashman joined their brothers at the Victoria 
Pottery.

William Mashman was an alderman o f Council from 1893 to 1896. 
By 1900 the family had moved from the site. The firm, now called 
Mashman Brothers, also had a plant at Auburn. Henry’s son, Theo, 
became managing director in 1922. In 1957 they merged with Royal 
Doulton of England. In 1960 all the Mashmans were out and the name 
changed again, this time to Doulton Chatswood Pottery. Thus this 
pottery, although having different owners and modernising its plant, is 
now over one hundred years old, and probably the oldest existing 
business in Chatswood, if not o f the North Shore. A by-product o f the 
pottery was the large amount of ashes left after burning the coal for the 
kilns. This ash was used extensively for roadwork and for making 
concrete for light duty footpaths. However, the pottery was often not 
popular with local residents. Council received many complaints o f the 
smoke and grit from the chimneys. When Mashmans converted from 
coal to oil, there were many complaints o f greasy fallout on washing on 
clothes lines. Making the chimney higher did ease the problem a little. 
Another complaint was the amount o f slurry washed down to 
Chatswood Avenue in wet weather. This problem was eventually solved.

ICE WORKS

One important industry which had a comparatively short life in 
East Chatswood was the Kuring-gai Ice and Storage Service Ltd, at 
179 Victoria Avenue between Royal and Crick Streets. Started in 
1927, the works closed about 1954. There had been a similar works 
previously, in West Chatswood. As refrigerators became common to all 
homes and food shops (especially butchers), the need for block ice 
disappeared.



ROADS AND STREETS

Willoughby Municipality today, with its network o f mostly good, sealed 
roads and footpaths, has come a long way since the first roads in our 
district were planned.

The first ‘road’, called the Lane Cove Road, was merely a bush track. 
The actual carriageway (as we would call it today) meandered through 
the scrub and around trees and stumps, and when the ruts got too deep, 
the vehicles would make another track alongside. It was shown on maps 
about 1800, only twelve years after the foundation o f the Colony. 
This road was later known as Gordon Road, and is now part o f  Pacific 
Highway.

Early last century a cross road was planned to go from the Lane Cove 
River to Mowbray Point on Middle Harbour. This eventually became 
Mowbray Road West (to Pacific Highway), Mowbray Road (to past 
High Street) and Mowbray Road East (later Edinburgh Road) to Middle 
Harbour. It was not overnight that this ‘road’ becEime as we know it. 
It was at first a rough track, not continuous, but interrupted by private 
property.

From Council Minutes we can trace part o f the development o f 
Mowbray Road. Apparently it was surveyed soon after the incorpor
ation o f the Borough o f North Willoughby (1865), as in April 1866 
Council called tenders to “ stump and clear” . In May a tender was 
accepted. The clearing and stumping was half a chain (10 metres) 
wide, from Bryson’s comer on Lane Cove Road (Pacific Highway) to 
the junction o f Flat Rock (now Willoughby) Road.

In 1868 Council asked the Government to alter Mowbray Road 
West from half a chain to one chain (20 metres) wide. (This became the 
standard width for streets in the Municipality.)

We do not know when Mowbray Road between Lane Cove Road and 
High Street was similarly widened. A survey map o f late 1868 shows 
Mowbray Road still not marked through Mitchell’s 160 acres.

Improvements were gradually made and at last footpaths were 
formed. In September 1881 a man was employed to “ take stuff o ff 
paths near Holland’s [in the vicinity o f present day Holland Street] to 
fill in a hollow in the road” . In 1884 it was again necessary to fill in 
holes and mts and to have the road gravelled.

Three years later Frank Coffee asked that the footpath be made



next to his newly fenced land. In 1888 he built his house ‘Iroquois’ 
(now ‘Windsor Gardens’) and offered to raise and form the path with 
soil to be obtained from the foundations o f the house; he also asked 
that Council lay pipes to his gate. In 1891 he offered to pay half the 
cost o f a retaining wall next to his property. In the same month he 
complained o f the state o f the road and requested that approaches be 
made to his house. Council agreed to do the work.

In the same year Council resolved (at what was a great cost for those 
days) that Mowbray Road be re-formed and graded between Archer 
Street and Penshurst Street prior to being metedled. So at last, after 
about ninety years, what had been a dirt track, interrupted by private 
land, was to become a gravelled road.

Then eventually came some footpaths. In 1891 Mr Coffee again 
noted the bad state o f the footpath and asked Council to supply kerb 
and gutter — he, himself, would do the asphalting with blue metal 
screenings. This pattern occurred right throughout the Municipality — 
a rough beginning, gradual improvements and at times the landowners 
sharing in the work. In some cases it would be the paths, in others 
paying part of the cost o f culverts, etc. in the roads.

Even as late as 1875 Council applied to the Lands Department for a 
map o f the Municipality, only to be told that there was none in 
existence, merely tracings o f individual roads.

In later years many o f the streets were in new subdivisions, where the
developers laid out the streets before selling the building lots.

* *
Following is a table o f the streets in the area covered by this booklet; 

the date following each street name is the year in which the first rate 
assessment was made. The other figure in brackets is the rate assessment 
number. However, there are some Rate Books missing and, in those we 
have, there are some missing pages. In most cases the origin o f the name 
is the probable one — only a few are certain. In some cases we cannot 
even guess as to why the streets were given their names. Also note the 
number o f streets possibly named after royalty.

Up to 1888 the population was so small that the Rate Books were 
entered alphabetically by the owners’ names (and that only roughly). It 
was several years later that the streets were listed alphabetically. Even 
in the records which should be correct, there are obvious mistakes. For 
example, one o f the Rate Books mentions Orlean Street, near Victoria 
Avenue; it obviously should be Alleyne Street.
ABBAS Road: Shown in Wilsons Street Directory 1928 o ff west side 

o f Stanley Street near Mowbray Road. No longer exists.
ADA Street: This was shown on a survey map o f 1887 o f streets pro

posed to be aligned under Act o f Council 2nd Victoria No. 2, after 
having been confirmed under Act o f Council 4th William No. 11. The 
north side o f Chatswood was known from about 1850 to about 1890
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as North Sydney, or the Township o f North Sydney. This Ada Street 
is now the east-west part o f Lamette Street.

ALBERT Avenue — 1883 (96): Prince Consort o f Queen Victoria; 
bom  1819, died 1861. Albert Avenue (west end only) was first 
mentioned in Council papers o f 1868. The west end had originally 
been called Seldons Road after Richard Seldon, Mayor 1876-80 
who had a house there. The east end took in part o f Church Street 
from Stanley Street to Sydney Street. Possibly also rate assessment 
1882 (87).

ALBERT Street — 1886 (818) to 1905 (43): Again, called after the 
Prince Consort. Shown on Lithgow’s Estate map o f 1854. Now 
Boundary Street.

ALLEYNE Street — 1885 ( 739): The Alleyne Park Estate, owned by 
Dr Hayes Gibbes Alleyne (18157-1882), Medical Superintendent o f 
Port Jackson, was subdivided in 1885.

ANTHONY Street — 1888 (654): Part o f the Railway Junction Estate, 
owned by Arthur Muston, and sold on 17 October 1885. This is 
probably the street mentioned in 1886 (851). (Note that the Railway 
Junction Estate was not adjacent to the new railway line.)

ARCHER Street — 1882 (9): Shown on Lithgow’s map o f 1854. 
Mentioned in Council Minutes o f 1875. Originally (until 1890) 
known as Archer Street from Albert Street (Boundary Street) to 
Victoria Avenue, and eis Nea Street from Victoria Avenue to Mow
bray Road.

ASHLEY Street — 1874 (35): This street also shown on Lithgow’s 
Estate map o f 1854 but going as far east as today’s High Street. 
Mentioned in Council Minutes o f 1875. Possibly named after Lord 
Ashley, President o f the Bible Society and Treasurer in Queen 
Victoria’s government. In 1851 he becEime Lord Shaftesbury.

BALDRY Street — 1895 (18): Mentioned in Council Minutes o f 
6 November 1893. This street ran through the land owned by the 
Baldry family, pioneers o f the district, and tenants o f the first house 
in Victoria Avenue.

BARAMBAH Street -  1924 (4297)
BARCOO Street — 1924 (4256): Possibly a corruption o f the Abor

iginal word ‘barku’, meaning a river.
BEATRICE Street: Shown on same map as Ada Street (1887). Ran 

from Queen’s Parade (now Royal Street) to Prince’s Avenue (now 
Penshurst Street), south o f Scott’s Creek and opposite the present 
Eden Street. Also in Sands Directory 1882. Beatrice (1857-1944) 
was the youngest child o f Queen Victoria, and became Princess 
Henry o f Battenburg.

BEAUCHAMP Avenue — 1917 (2212): Sir William Lygon, 7th Earl 
Beauchamp (1872-1938) was Governor o f N.S.W. 1899-1901.

BEAUCHAMP Parade — 1906 (189) - 1924: Later called Strathmore
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Boâ  “ ■  Trair\

1 - 10 PJ. 1-20 pm
I SO - 1-40
1-40 - 1 -50
2 1 0  - 2-20
2 20 - 2-30

I I 9  I

( i • :>'?_

ORRENj

1 ÏÏŒ

N I C H O L S O N S T

OrjeTdnlp depojit.8dIdf)ce 
ii) 60 Hof}!6l(j pagmeQb., 
¡i)ttre3l 5 / per

M0ri[Y ADVAhCEU TO BUIll)



e
X

Le/̂ i hand page: Copy o f 1911 advertisement for sale o f  the Ashley Estate, near Beauchamp Park.
Note land reserved for a church and terms o f payment.

Below: Richardson & Wrench’s advertisement for the Baldry Estate, specifying the advantages o f
living in the Chatswood area.

(Copies by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)
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Parade. Shown on plan o f Beauchamp Hill Estate 20.9.1905.
BERTRAM Street — 1916 (270a): First mentioned in Rate Books as a 

cross street to Victoria Avenue 1895. Shown on map o f Railway 
Junction Estate (17.10.1885), and Willoughby Park Estate 1884. 
Bertram was a son o f Richard Hayes Harnett.

BLAKESLEY Street (1 ): Shown on same 1887 map as Ada Street, 
from Queen’s Parade (Royal Street) to Prince’s Avenue (Penshurst 
Street), south o f Ashley Street.

BLAKESLEY Street (2 ) — 1897 (664): Shown on map of 16.6.1890. 
This is the present street o f  that name. Possibly named after Joseph 
WilliEuns Blakesley (1808-1885), Dean of Lincoln; educated at 
St Paul’s School and Corpus Christ! and Trinity College, Cambridge, 
when he became a friend o f Tennyson; M.A., 1834; B.D., 1849; 
fellow o f Trinity, 1831; tutor, 1839-45; vicar o f Ware, 1845-72; 
canon o f Canterbury, 1863; proctor in convocation for his chapter; 
Dean o f Lincoln 1872; wrote extensively for the Times. His chief 
work was an edition o f Herodotus, 1852-54.

BOUNDARY Street — 1906 (43): Previously called Albert Street. The 
Parish and Municipal Boundary.

CHARLES Street: Shown on same 1887 map as Ada Street. Now 
Fontaine Street. Prince Charles Leiningen (1804-1856) was Queen 
Victoria’s half-brother.

CHATSWOOD Avenue -  1910(1076)
CHOWNE Place -  1967 (593112): Lt. Albert Chowne, V.C., M.M. -  

2/5th Infantry Battalion, A.I.F. Awarded the Victoria Cross during 
World War II for most conspicuous bravery, brilliant leadership and 
devotion to duty, during attack on enemy position on a narrow 
ridge near Dagua, New Guinea. Albert Chowne (q.v.) was born and 
grew up in Willoughby Municipality.

CHURCH Street (1) — 1888 (604): Also sometimes known as Church 
Road. At first the portion west o f Sydney Street (shown on a sketch 
at the back o f the 1883 Rate Book) was part of Albert Avenue. 
Named on account o f the Congregational Church built on the comer 
o f Penshurst Street in 1883.

CHURCH Street (2): Behind St Stephen’s Church. Later called 
Stephen Street. Shown on plan o f Holland’s Estate sale 1908.

CLANWILLIAM Street -  1883 (118): Probably also 1873 (80) and 
1874 (79). Origin o f name unknown but could have been so called 
because it was near J. Williams’ grant.

CRICK Street — 1908 (224): Crick family owned land nearby. 
Originally only a short street from Victoria Avenue about as far as 
Chatswood Avenue.

CRICK Street North — 1923 (510): Formed a T at end o f Milton 
Street. Ran from slightly north o f Crick Street to just south o f 
Lamette Street.
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DARLING Street — 1882 (518): Shown on Lithgow’s Township o f 
North Sydney 1854. Named after Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph 
Darling (1775-1858), Governor o f N.S.W. 1825-31. In June 1914 
Council decided to give it the name o f Baldry Street, but in Novem
ber o f the same year, after many strong objections, it reverted to 
Darling Street.

DOUGLAS Avenue — 1919 (2543): Previously known as Leopold 
Street. Earl Douglas Haig (1861-1928) was British Commander-in- 
Chief in World War I.

DOWEL Street — 1902 (16): William Dowel was an M.L.A. for Tam- 
worth 1887 and an architect.

EAMONT Street — 1903 (14) - 1914 (32): Later became Femcourt 
Avenue.

EASTERN VALLEY WAV — 1938 (2723): Built by unemployed 
during Great Depression. (In those days the unemployed had to work 
in order to earn money — not like the dole o f today.) The northern 
end was part o f the present Lyle Street, and from Victoria Avenue 
south to about McClelland Street was originally part o f Victoria 
Avenue.

EDEN Street — 1923 (847): Part o f the Eden Estate.
EDMUND Street — 1884 (153): Corner o f Nicholson Street. Land 

owned by Edmund Coates. (Lots 13, 14, 15 and 16 o f Thomas 
Barnes’ subdivision o f five acres.)

ERNEST Street (1 ): Shown on the same 1887 plan as Ada Street. 
Ran from Prince’s Avenue (Penshurst Street) to Queen’s Parade 
(Royal Street), between Beatrice and Blakesley Streets. There were 
several members o f the Royal Family called Ernest. One was Alfred 
Ernest Albert (1844-1900), fourth child o f Victoria and Albert, who 
became the Duke o f Edinburgh and married the Grand Duchess 
Maria o f Russia. Another was Ernest Augustus (1771-1851) King o f 
Hanover, sixth son o f George III and uncle o f Victoria. Created 
Duke o f Cumberland 1837. He was the most notorious o f Victoria’s 
“ wicked uncles” ; wounded (including loss o f an eye) in French 
Revolutionary Wars.

ERNEST Street (2 ): Shown on a map o f 16.6.1890, now Havilah 
Street.

FERNCOURT Avenue — 1915 (30): Previously called Eamont Street. 
Part o f the Femcourt Estate. Mrs J. Bowie Wilson was living in a 
house called ‘Femcourt’ in William Street in 1898.

FONTAINE Street — 1926 (704): Previously known as Charles Street.
F R Y  Street — 1922 (33): First known as Kent Street, then Johnson 

Street from 1885 until 1921. Mr W. Fry, J.P. was an Alderman o f 
Willoughby Council 1917-25.

GERTRUDE Street: Another street shown on the same 1887 plan as 
Ada Street. Ran from Prince’s Avenue (Penshurst Street) to Queen’s





Parade (Royal Street), between John and Beatrice Streets.
GIBBES Street — 1886 (167): Christian name o f Dr Hayes Gibbes 

Alleyne (1815?-1882), Medical Superintendent o f Port Jackson 
who owned the Alleyne Park Estate.

HAIG Street -  1919 (2590): Earl Douglas Haig (1861-1928) was 
British Commander-in-Chief in World War I.

HARNETT Street — 1891 (12) -1895 (13): Previously Mitchell Street 
or Mitchell Street South, now Johnson Street. Richard Hayes 
Harnett (q.v.) owned a large part o f ‘Brown’s Farm’ through which 
this street ran and which he subdivided in 1884. He was at one time 
Municipal Auditor, then Alderman and Mayor 1871. Shown on a 
map o f 10.6.1890.

HARWOOD Avenue -  1921 (1295): Originally the part o f John Street 
between Prince’s Avenue (Penshurst Street) and High Street. George 
Harwood owned the Harwood Estate in the vicinity.

HAVILAH Street -  1897 (32): Previously Ernest Street. From the 
Bible. Havilah was a region o f Central Arabia, populated by the 
descendants o f Cush, eldest son o f Ham, youngest son o f Noah. 
Havilah was surrounded by the river Pisón, which flowed from 
Eden; Havilah Street is downhill from the Paradise Estate. The 
Havilah Estate was owned by William Muston (q.v.).

HERCULES Street -  1886 (417): Shown earlier in a sketch at the 
back o f 1883 Rate Book, and cnr Mowbray Road (238a). 1884 
(350) in Mowbray Road, 1885 (388) in Mowbray Road. Named after 
Sir Hercules Robinson (1824-1897), Governor o f N.S.W. 1872-79. 
In 1896 he became Baron Rosmead. In 1896 that part between 
Mowbray Road and Harnett (now Johnson) Street was subdivided 
and sold by John and James Keary.

HIGH Street — 1882 (19): Part at one time known as Park Road. 
Shown on map o f 1868 as Government (High Street) Road. On 1887 
map shown as from Mowbray Road to creek north o f Ashley Street. 
Mentioned in Council Minutes o f 1869. Nearly every English town 
and village had a High Street.

HOLLAND Street — 1904 (506): Shown on map of 1886 as part of 
Olga Street. Shown on Certificate o f Title Voi. CCl Folio 246 
(20.2.1875) as Olga Street. Shown on Certificate o f Title Voi. 1396 
Folio 164 (9.4.1902) as Holland Street. Named after Frederick H. 
Holland (q.v.) who owned 15 acres o f the Subdivision and who 
built and lived in ‘Oakfield’ , 245 Mowbray Road.

JACQUES Street -  1888 (1065): (Sometimes spelt JAQUES). Shown 
on map of 1886 and Willoughby Park Estate 1884. Jaques was 
a prominent Sydney solicitor in partnership with Stephen and 
Lawrence.

JOHN Street: Shown on same 1887 map as Ada Street, crossing 
Prince’s Street (now Penshurst Street) to Queen’s Parade (now Royal

36 High t: Advertisement for sale 
o f the Aussies Estate, the name 

reflecting the nationalism o f the days o f  World War I. 
Note also pictures o f Earl Haig and General Monash. 

(by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library)
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Above: Hercules Street, Chatswood, c.1910. 
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library) 

Below: Hercules Street, south o f  Albert Avenue, 1988.
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Street). Now Harwood Avenue.
JOHNSON Street — 1895 (13): Previously Mitchell Street, then 

Harnett Street, and from 1885 to 1921 included the present Fry 
Street. Richard Johnson, orchardist, was one o f the men who signed 
the 1865 Petition requesting the formation o f a Municipality. He was 
later an Alderman o f Willoughby Council and built the shop on the 
comer o f Johnson and Fry Streets.

KANGIARA Street: This street was shown on a map o f 22.2.1917 as 
being the present Harwood Avenue, and previously (1886) John 
Street.

KENT Street: Later Johnson Street and now Fry Street. Called 
after Edward, Duke o f Kent and Strathesirn (1767-1820), British 
General and father o f Queen Victoria. On 7 June 1884 there was 
a Council motion “ that 18 inch pipes be laid in the water table 
at the junction o f Sydney Road and Kent Street” . On 2 August 
1884 it was resolved that the name Kent Street be changed to 
Johnson Street.

KING EDWARD Street — 1902 (298): Originally o ff Albert Street and 
not as far south as Willieim Street. King Edward VII (1841-1910), 
second child and eldest son o f  Queen Victoria, married Alexandra o f 
Denmark.

KOORINGA Road — 1908 (433): Shown on map o f 1887 as an 
extension o f Queen’s Parade (Royal Street).

LAMETTE Street — 1924 (930): Previously east-west portion o f Ada 
Street.

LA WRENCE Street — 1939 (1068A ): First mentioned in Rate Book o f 
1916. Shown on map o f 1886. Lawrence was a solicitor with Jaques 
and Stephen. Shown on Willoughby Park Estate 1884.

LEOPOLD Street — 1886 (61A): Shown on same 1887 map as Ada 
Street, as running from John Street (now Harwood Avenue) to six 
chains north o f Ashley Street. Named after Leopold George Duncan 
Albert, Duke o f Albemy (1853-1884), son o f Queen Victoria and 
married to Helen o f Waldeck.

LOWE Street: Shown on map o f 16.6.1890 running from Ashley 
Street to Nicholson Street, between Spearman and Darling Streets.

McCABE Place — 1974 (9933(02): Not ratable; little more than a 
turning circle. Named by Council in 1970 after John H. McCabe, a 
tanner and local business identity, one o f the first directors o f  Sidney 
Bugden Pty Ltd, tanners.

MACQUARIE Street — 1891 (602): Originally called Mitchell Street 
to 1890. Neuned Eifter Major-General Lachlan Macquarie (1762- 
1824), Governor o f N.S.W. 1810-21.

MALVERN Avenue — 1898 (940): Possibly named after the English 
spa and resort.

MANN Street — 1915 (1152): Shown in Rate Book o f 1888 but no
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properties rated in it at that time. Captain Mann was Commissioner 
for Railways.

MATHESON Avenue — 1924 (Folio 109): Mr A. Matheson, J.P., 
Alderman o f Willoughby Council 1922-25.

MELNOTTE Avenue — 1914 (782): Part o f the Melnotte Estate.
MILLS Lane: Ran from Archer Street to that part o f Neridah Street 

covered by the Chatswood Chase development and behind the 
Church o f Christ; the western end is now the access to the Chats
wood Chase loading dock.

MILTON Street — 1923 (1101): As this is in the vicinity o f the 
Paradise Estate, it could have been called after the poet John Milton 
who wrote Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained.

MITCHELL Street or MITCHELL Street North — 1882 (77): Later 
(1891) Macquarie Street. Shown on Lithgow’s Map o f the Township 
o f North Sydney 1854. Major Sir Thomas Mitchell (1792-1855), 
Surveyor-General o f  N.S.W. (1828-55), and one o f  New South 
Wales’ greatest explorers. Also shown in Sands Directory as Mitchell 
Street East.

MITCHELL Street or MITCHELL Street South — 1888 (76): Shown 
on sketch in 1883 Rate Book. Later Harnett Street then finally 
Johnson Street. Francis Mitchell leased (1842) and owned (1864) 
most o f ‘Brown’s Farm’; this land was subdivided and sold as part o f 
Willoughby Park Land Company.

MOWBRAY Road — 1872 (141): The road from Lane Cove Road (now 
Pacific Highway) to Mowbray Point on Middle Harbour. Part shown 
on Lithgow’s Map o f Township o f North Sydney as Mowbray Street.

NAT A I Street: Shown on Wilson’s Street Directory 1928 as o ff the 
east side o f Royal Street. No longer exists.

NEA Street — 1883 (112) to 1890: Was the part o f present Archer 
Street from Mowbray Road to Victoria Avenue. Nea was the name o f 
Sir Hercules Robinson’s wife.

NERIDAH Street — 1882 (103): Neridah was a daughter o f
Sir Hercules Robinson (see Robinson Street). Until the building o f 
Chatswood Chase Shopping Complex, this street crossed Victoria 
Avenue to about halfway to Malvern Avenue.

NICHOLSON Street — 1882 (153): Shown as early as 1854 on 
Lithgow’s Map o f Township o f North Sydney. Sir Charles Nicholson, 
M.D., (1808-1903) was the Speaker o f the First Legislative Council 
o f  N.S.W. (1844 to 1856). Knighted 1852. Also a Charles Nicholson 
was a Trustee for Maria (Hitchcock) Brown, and could have been the 
same Sir Charles.

OLGA Street — 1923 (1258a): Shown on Certificate o f Title CCl 
Folio 246 (20.2.1875). Shown on Map o f 1886, and Willoughby 
Park Estate 1884. First mentioned in Rate Books in 1894, and up to 
1902 included the present Holland Street. Olga was a daughter o f
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Richard Hayes Harnett.
ORARA Street: There have never been any properties facing this 

street, first mentioned in Rate Books as a cross street in 1919.
OSCAR Street — 1966 (1550): First mentioned in Rate Books in 

1895. Shown on a map o f 16.6.1890, and Willoughby Park Estate 
1884. Oscar was a son o f Richard Hayes Harnett.

PARADISE Avenue — 1916 (1642): Part o f  the Paradise Estate.
PARK Road: Mentioned in 1882. Then part o f High Street.
PENSHURST Street — 1882 (18): Previously (part) Prince’s Avenue. 

Shown on Lithgow’s Map o f 1854. Penshurst is a village in Kent, 
England, after which William Muston (q.v.) may have named his 
house which stood near present-day Muston Park. The street was 
named for Muston’s house ‘Penshurst’ .

PRINCE’S Avenue: Shown on maps o f 1887 and 1890 as the part o f 
Penshurst Street from Victoria Avenue to Ashley Street. Called after 
Queen Victoria’s four sons.

QUANDONG Street: Shown on a map o f 22.3.1917 as the present 
Douglas Avenue and previously (1887) Leopold Street. The quan- 
dong is a native Australian tree with edible fruit.

QUEEN’S Parade: Now Kooringa Road, Royal Street and the north- 
south part o f  Lamette Street. Mentioned in Rate Book o f 1888 and 
shown on Survey Map o f 1887. Called after Queen Victoria.

RANELAGH Crescent — 1944 (1771): The site o f the former 
Ranelagh Tennis Courts. There was a house called ‘Ranelagh’ at 
21 Albert Avenue, also a Ranelagh Gardens in London.

ROBINSON Street — 1888 (1050): Mentioned in Rate Book o f 1884. 
Sir Hercules Robinson (1824-1897), G.C.M.G., 1st Baron Rosmead, 
Governor o f  N.S.W. 1872-79 and later Governor o f New Zealand, 
Governor o f Cape Colony and High Commissioner for South Africa.

ROSE Street — 1894 (587): Several streets in this area named by 
George Harwood, Superintendent o f the Botanic Gardens, Sydney 
until 1914. Previously set aside for Presbyterian cemetery.

ROYAL Street — 1912 (1262): Part o f the Royal Park Estate and site 
o f the Royal horse-bus stables owned by William Muston (q.v.). 
Queen Victoria’s eldest child, Victoria Adelaide Mary Louisa (1840- 
1901) was given the title Princess Royal. She married Frederick of 
Prussia, and was the mother o f Kaiser Wilhelm II o f Germany (ruler 
o f that country during World War I).

SCOTT Crescent — 1956 (2723): Possibly named after either Scott’s 
Creek or Scott’s Quarries, both o f which were nearby.

SEPTIMUS Street — 1894 (421): Shown on map of 1886 and 
Willoughby Park Estate 1884. Mentioned in Rate Book 1892.

SHERBROOK Street: Shown on map o f 16.6.1890, running from 
William Street to Ashley Street, between Spearman and Darling 
Streets. Part o f Sherbrook Estate.



SHORT Street -  1885 (374c)
SMITH Street -  1885 (171): Mentioned in Council minutes 

22.12.1884.
SPEARMAN Street -  1888 (1113): Shown on Lithgow’s Map o f 1854. 

1885 (477) rated as Ashley Street.
STANLEY Street -  1886 (346): Shown in a sketch in the Rate Book 

o f 1883. Mentioned in Rate Book 1882 (172). Shown in Rate Book 
1885 (314) as near Sydney Street. Stanley was a son o f Richard 
Hayes Harnett.

STEPHEN Street -  1915 (1260c): Previously known as Church Street 
(2). Named after (a) the Church which is between it and Mowbray 
Road or (b) after the solicitor in partnership with Jaques and 
Lawrence. Subdivided 1914.

STIRLING Lane: Never rated. John Stirling was Chairman o f the Bank 
o f Australasia when it took over the Archbold Estate in 1850.

STRATHMORE Parade -  1928 (1879): Previously called Beauchamp 
Parade. This is now one o f the few streets whose naming we can 
verify. In 1927 a meeting o f local citizens requested that Beauchamp 
Parade be called Strathmore Parade in honour o f Elizabeth Bowes- 
Lyon, third daughter o f the 14th Earl o f Strathmore and Kinghome. 
On 26 April, 1923 she married Albert, Duke o f York, later King 
George VI, and their eldest daughter (bom  1926) is Queen Elizabeth.

SYDNEY Street — 1882 (36): Not mentioned by name, but rated 
1872 (147 and 282) and 1874 (168 and 310). Originally Sydney 
Street ran from Mowbray Road to Penshurst Street. About 1926 
Sydney Road (from Ryan’s Road, now Artarmon Road, to Mowbray 
Road) was added, causing a change in numbers for the houses in 
the original Sydney Street. Thus No. 71 became No. 133. The street 
was mentioned, but not by name, in Council Minutes o f 1869 
“ Request to Government to survey a road through Jarman’s, Wood
land’s and Leet’s properties” . The Government asked for written 
consent o f these owners before the request was granted. John Lee 
and Reid had a tender for nine pounds twelve shillings to cut six 
chains o f road and a culvert in front o f Mr Johnson’s.

TUTE Avenue: O ff north side o f William Street east, between 
Penshurst and King Edward Streets. Shown on maps about 1928.

VICTORIA Avenue -  1872 (15): In the Council Minutes o f 
15.1.1866; “ That application be made to the Government to appoint 
a surveyor to mark . . . and that the same be public roads . . .  a road 
from Lane Cove Road to a Government Road, south o f Archbold’s 
640 acres and through F. Mitchell’s land.”  Queen Victoria (1819- 
1901) ascended the throne 1837 and married Prince Albert o f 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha in 1840. They had nine children after whom 
several streets in the Municipality were named.

WARATAH Street -  1894 (583): Named for the Australian native
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flower by George Harwood, Superintendent o f the Botanic Gardens, 
Sydney until 1914.

WARRAHStreet — 1919 (2615): Shown on map of 22.2.1917. 
WARRANE Road —.1886 (816): Mentioned in Council Minutes 1868. 

Aboriginal name for Sydney Cove.
WILLIAM Street — 1882 (44): Probably also 1872 (30 and 48). 

Shown on Lithgow’s Map o f 1854. King William IV (1765-1837), 
ascended the throne 1830; uncle o f Queen Victoria.

WILLIAM Street East: Shown on maps as early as 1887, but generally 
treated as p2irt of William Street.



THE HOUSES 
OF EAST CHATSWOOD

TOWN PLANNING 
IN EAST CHATSWOOD -  
AN EARLY EXAMPLE

The swathe o f building blocks running from Orchard Road in the 
west to Robinson Street in the east, and between Albert Avenue and 
Johnson Street, shows one o f those rare ventures into town planning 
over a sustained area from the earlier days o f suburban development. 
The western end has largely disappeared under the eight-storey high- 
rises o f the 1960s, but the cross streets and the eastern end still show 
the original conscious town planning.

Johnson Street is crossed by a succession o f major streets: Devon
shire, Archer, Neridah, Hercules and Robinson. In between each is a 
lesser street, originally planned as a back lane or service access street: 
Claude, Bertrsim, Anthony, Oscar, Olga, Septimus. The building allot
ments were then divided into generous blocks, usually 200 feet deep 
and fronting on to those major cross streets, with the rear access street 
behind each block. This pattern accounts for the relatively small 
number o f frontages along the relevant sections o f Johnson Street and 
Albert Avenue. In the 1940s and ’50s the rear gardens were often 
subdivided o ff the main block and so one finds, down the lesser back 
lanes, the small cottage developments which are still the feature o f 
Bertram, Anthony and Olga Streets; in Anthony and Bertrsim Streets 
one can still see a solid wall o f old paling fences facing one side o f the 
street, indicating owners who resisted the temptation o f subdivision. 
(The same pattern o f main streets with rear access lanes can be seen in 
that part o f Chatswood north o f Victoria Avenue.)

In the 1940s the State Government declared Chatswood be made 
into a future district centre, resulting over time in large scale demolition 
o f homes and small shops, with large commercial premises and high- 
rise home units replacing them, but East Chatswood has so far remained 
mainly unscathed. However, with the accelerated growth o f Chatswood 
in the 1960s came the wholesale ‘slaughter’ o f the western end o f the 
swathe, and now we see the eight-storey flats which so clearly reflect 
another chapter in the social and architectural development o f the 
suburb. The zone o f high density housing was, however, strictly limited
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in area, and since then has not been allowed to spill over into adjoining 
residential cottage areas. There were, however, plans on paper lodged 
with the State Government for rezoning the blocks between Archer 
and Neridah Streets for high density housing. Twice the government 
sent plans back for further detailing, and by the time o f the third 
application around 1980, the conservation mood interrupted then 
current attitudes to residential development.

Resident action brought both the Heritage Council o f New South 
Wales and the National Trust, together with the Willoughby District 
Historical Society, and to a limited extent Willoughby Council, to 
re-appraise the locality. The result was that in the early 1980s two 
Urban Conservation Zones were declared in East Chatswood, covering 
not only the above-mentioned blocks, but also the surrounding street 
blocks, and a large part o f  the residential area north o f Victoria Avenue. 
(See National Trust Register 1988.) This was backed up with numerous 
individual listings o f cottages in the zone. Until then, only one house in 
all o f  Chatswood ( ‘Caimleith’ in Archer Street) had been listed by the 
National Trust. Today, in just the blocks between Archer and Neridah 
Streets is a notable concentration o f listed properties: over a dozen 
properties are listed solely on their architectural merit. ‘Carramar’ and 
‘Victoria’ (qq.v.) have both been so listed, and are thus a testimony to 
the foresight and taste o f the original developer, and to that o f sub
sequent owners who have left both houses substantially as they were 
when built (as is the case with the great majority o f the houses in this 
locality).

In 1988 there is further threat to the architectvural integrity o f the 
Conservation Zones, with redevelopment plans pressing out o f the 
commercial centre o f Chatswood into the residential part. The ensuing 
ten or so years will be vital in the survival o f this historic part o f 
Chatswood.

FEDERATION CHATSWOOD

In his article ‘A Plague o f Demolition’ in Demolished for the Public Good. 
Crimes, Follies and Misfortunes (1988), Max Kelly, Professor o f History at 
Macquarie University, describes the history o f Chatswood and its 
houses, so worthy o f preservation:

By the turn o f the century Chatswood was one o f  Sydney’s more remarkable 
suburbs. For most o f  the nineteenth century the area was a rural outlier o f 
the city. The 1880s saw a decade o f  vigorous land subdivision. But it was the 
arrival o f the railway in 1890 that set the scene for high-class building activity 
in this region. After the First World War a further wave o f building activity 
added considerably to its housing stock, though the products o f this boom 
were less grand than those o f the former. By 1920 the Federation house, 
frequently splendid, had transformed the physical appearance o f Chatswood.



Federation Chatswood was well-built, innovative and costly. Individually 
designed houses expressed a pleasing combination o f brick, tile, terracotta 
mouldings, tessellated paving, leadlights, rusticated stone, stucco and marble. 
Inside were stone fireplaces, Wunderlich [pressed metal] ceilings, press- 
carved joinery, woodwork o f the best quality, extraordinary overmantels, 
imaginative glazing, and all the confidence o f a 'new-age' housing style. 
Frequently sited in large grounds, these houses, hundreds o f them, along 
with their nature strips and interesting plantings, represented some o f  the 
best examples o f the period in metropolitan Sydney. The Federation house 
can in many respects be seen as uniquely Australian, and the Chatswood o f 
1920 excelled in the genre. Those currently remaining are but a fraction o f  
the original stock.

HERITAGE ITEMS OF IMPORTANCE

As has been mentioned, in 1982 the Heritage Council o f New South 
Wales commissioned the Chatswood Area Heritage Study which was 
conducted by Max Kelly and Terry Kass and which was concerned with 
the area bounded by the Pacific Highway, Boundary Street, Penshurst 
Street and Mowbray Road. The Study lists ‘Heritage Items o f 
Importance’ and classifies them as:

A1 Items — those upon which the Heritage Council could reasonably be 
expected to act

A2 Items — those which contribute significantly to the study region in terms 
of history and/or streetscape value.

Following are details o f some o f these heritage items, listed in order 
o f date o f building and designated (N.T.), i.e. listed in the 1988 
Register o f the National Trust o f Australia (N.S.W.) and/or (C.A.H.S.),
i.e. listed in the Chatswood Area Heritage Study 1982. A few 
interesting examples listed by neither organisation are also included.

In the part o f Chatswood covered by this booklet there are many 
houses o f historic interest, so many that in as short an essay as this, 
it is possible to mention but a few. Many o f the houses, especially on 
main roads, are now hidden behind high fences, trees, etc. to keep out 
noise and dust. In spite o f this the reader is urged to stroll around 
Chatswood and see the different detailing o f the houses from different 
periods.

Within the Chatswood area the oldest surviving houses appear to 
be 2 Orchard Road, 277 Mowbray Road (both in West Ward) and 
125 Sydney Street (see Willoughby booklet); all were built in the 
1870s. In the area o f East Chatswood covered by this booklet, the 
oldest houses date from the early 1880s.

‘R odondo’ formerly ‘Wononah’, 118 Ashley Street: part o f the 
Model Township Estate and first appears in the Rate Book o f 1882. 
It is not marked “ new” , as often happened with new houses, so we can



‘Rodondo’, 118 Ashley Street.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)

assume it was built before that year. One estimate is that it was built in 
1880. (The Rate Books for several years up to 1882 have not been 
preserved.) The first owner was Frank B. Treatt who helped organise 
the Industrial Exhibition o f 1886 to raise money to build the Cottage 
Hospital in Crows Nest. He sold in 1887 to the developers and 
surveyors Loxton and Bullock. At that time it was a four-roomed 
cottage on five acres o f ground. In 1893 the occupier was James 
Shelley. It changed ownership again in 1896 to J. Rice, painter and 
paperhanger; the house name ‘Rodondo’ appeared in 1898. 
J. W. C. Flower bought it in 1911 but four years later sold to Joseph 
Marshall Maud, engineer and cycle manufacturer. It remained in the 
Maud family for sixty-four years, until 1975 when it was sold to Grant 
and Patricia Adams who sold to the present owners in 1980. The house 
is o f rendered sandstocks and the front has decorative barge boards 
and interesting motifs over the windows. It has been extended and the 
original roof has been replaced with tiles.
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‘Valhalla’ later ‘Malifa’, 3 Archer Street: In 1873 Richard Harnett 
bought 142 acres o f the original Hitchcock grant known as ‘Brown’s 
Farm’; Harnett’s purchase was known as the Willoughby Park Estate. 
In 1876 James Forsyth, local tanner and Mayor 1875, bought four 
blocks on the Estate. One o f these blocks was bought in 1882 by 
Thomas Duckworth, a quarryman, who built a brick house within 
the year. The Rate Book o f 1882 showed it in Nea Street (the original 
name o f Archer Street South); in 1883 it was “ near Mowbray Road” . 
It is now 3 Archer Street, and if the present house is the original one, it 
ranks with Wilson’s house in Sydney Street as the second oldest in the 
East Chatswood area. Duckworth lived in the house until 1892 when it 
was bought by W. R. Lundin, a diemaker and engraver. From 1903 
to 1910 Mrs George Lloyd owned the house and called it ‘Valhalla’ 
in 1904, by which name it was known until 1941 when it was renamed 
‘Malifa’ by the then owner Mrs Ada Brown. Not a large house, but 
recently modernised, we can still see cedar doors, leadlights and 
bullnose verandah. The new parts include western red cedar bathroom, 
modem kitchen, some slate floors, swimming pool and spa. A separate 
sandstock tiny mstic cottage is in the grounds.

‘Minon’ later ‘Lithgow’, 142 Sydney Street: One o f the oldest 
recorded houses is number 142 Sydney Street between Clanwilliam and 
Church Streets. In 1882 the Rate Book showed land owned by Charles 
Wilson and the following year (1883) a “ two storey house” . This house 
is built in the style o f the terraces on the south side o f the harbour, 
with iron lace and French doors to the balcony, and in the early 1920s 
was in the same state as today (except for the external staircase). 
As such two-storeyed residences were extremely rare in this area, we 
can reasonably assume that the original house was not replaced by 
another, hence I say that it is possibly the second oldest ‘recorded’ 
one. In 1911 a name appeared on the Rate Books for the first time — 
‘Minon’. Four years later it was known as ‘Lithgow’; this name 
disappeared in 1945. In 1945 ownership passed from James F. Wilson 
to Lucy Wilson, his widow. About 1949 it went to Mr and Mrs 
McShane after more than sixty years in the Wilson family. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Sunnyside’, 94 Sydney Street: is another o f the oldest houses in 
Chatswood, in near original condition. It is a typical late Victorian 
cottage, with original front door, bow window at the front, and iron 
columns and roof. It was built in 1883 on land owned by George 
Hatton, and next to one acre owned by Henry Reid, o f Castlereagh. 
In 1885 the tenant was the Rev. Daniel Murphy (q.v.) o f St Stephen’s. 
The Rev. Fielding was shown as the tenant from 1889-90. In 1898 
Hatton sold to James Elton and Albert Owen was his tenant. Henry 
Reid purchased it in 1904, and Mrs Mary Catherine Reid was the owner 
from 1904 to 1924. Mrs Eva Beryl Moller, daughter o f the Reids, took 
over in 1973. (C.A.H.S.)



Above: ‘Lithgow\ formerly ‘Minon’, 142 Sydney Street, one o f  the oldest recorded houses. 
Below: ‘Sunnyside’, 94 Sydney Street, in near original condition.



'The Grange’, 35 Gibbes Street, prior to 1910.
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library)

The land next door, purchased in 1882 by Henry Reid was part o f 
Laughton’s Estate and had an orchard on it. Next door are stables, 
probably the original ones built for Charles Wilson in 1883. The Sydney 
County Council has a sub-station on part o f the land.

‘The Grange ’, 35 Gibbes Street: One beautiful home which has not 
survived was ‘The Grange’ . It was built in 1884 by Michael Stephenson, 
a tanner, who came to Australia in 1876 and started tanning near the 
present Eastern Valley Way and Smith Street in the same year. The 
Rate Books first listed the house as in Smith Street; later “ the east 
side o f Gibbes Street, near Smith Street” . It was owned by seversd 
members o f the family, and later sold for demolition to make way for 
industry. In 1975 William Stephenson, grandson o f Michael, offered to 
buy it back for the Willoughby District Historical Society, which was 
looking for premises for a museum. However, for several reasons 
the site was not suitable, and the Society regretfully had to decline the 
offer. Standing on the eminence at the north end o f Gibbes Street, the 
two-storey stone house commanded a magnificent view over Castle 
Cove, Middle Harbour and Bantry Bay.

‘Mayfield’, 3 Fry Street: a single storeyed Victorian villa built 
before 1888 on the Holland Estate with verandah and a timber wing 
to the side. Owned and occupied for many years by Mrs Sarah Crozier. 
(C.A.H.S.)
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Oakfield , 245 Mowbray Road: Another old house with proved age 
is Oakfield’; the date ‘Aug 1st 1891’ is cut into the stonework under a 
bay window in the front o f the house. ‘Oakfield’ was built by Frederick 
Henry Holland, formerly an English estate manager, on fifteen acres 
which he had acquired in 1874 from Francis Mitchell. This subdivision 
came after a succession o f conveyances from an original marriage grant 
o f 160 acres in 1840 to Maria Brown (wife o f a Commissariat officer 
who had died in 1836) and grand-daughter o f a convict Benjamin 
Hitchcock who had arrived in 1813, and his family in the following 
year.

After the original timber stands had been removed, the 160 acres 
were used and known as ‘Maria Brown’s Farm’ or ‘Brown’s Farm’; 
by the time Holland acquired his fifteen acres a cottage was standing 
near the junction o f Stanley Street and Mowbray Road, rented by a 
Chinese gardener, Yung Hing (also known as ‘Choy’).

The Holland house o f 1891 is built, solid English bond, o f bricks and 
the bay windows o f stone. Originally verandahs ran the whole way 
round, ground and first floor, supported by fluted iron columns, the 
top floor enclosed with iron panels; also an Italian turret was located 
centrally in the front roof. The upper columns and most panels have 
now disappeared. A separate stables and loft (housing staff) were 
located some distance at the rear where most likely cooking was done. 
Entrance to the stables came from the side, approximate to the present 
Holland Street. When further subdivision took place late in the 1890s 
the stables were superseded by a ground floor addition to the main 
house.

In 1925 the house was converted into five flats, with divisions in the 
hallways. The stairways and turret disappeared; the cellar remained, 
though its original purpose o f  housing meat and other perishables for 
a large house was surpassed; exterior stairways for the upper flats 
appeared and verandahs were enclosed into narrow rooms. Gas, 
electricity, water and sewerage had arrived, the last about 1914. Two 
water-holes disappeared with the subdivision.

By the 1960s the house and grounds were neglected but were 
recovered; the ground floor was returned to its original state and, 
luckily, cedar skirtings, Huon pine doors and architraves, fanlights 
and eight marble fireplaces remain, as do the pressed metal zinc ceilings 
in all main rooms. It was left to the owners of the 1970s to cure rising 
damp in the bay windows, extend the narrow kitchen (providing eat-in 
facility and wine storage nearby for 400 bottles), extend the main 
bedroom, restore iron brackets to the remaining verandah columns, 
recarpet and redecorate. Most importantly, the owners in 1979 located 
the splendid cellar, drained it o f five feet o f water and completely 
restored it to full operation with automatic pump, power, flagging, 
antique lighting, stairway and racking for 1,100 bottles. This cellar



Above: ‘Oakfield’, 245 Mowbray Road.
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library) 

Below: The cellar at ‘Oakfield’.



'Cairnleith \ 13 Archer Street, former home o f John Waterhouse and family. 
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library)

with brick arches and vaulted ceilings is rare in Sydney. At the time o f 
writing the outer upstairs walls are being removed to open up the 
verandahs to their original state. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Murthley’, 11 Archer Street: a late Victorian cottage built in 1891 
on part o f the Willoughby Park Estate by Peter Morrison who lived in 
the house until his death; his widow, Jane, occupied it until the late 
1920s. Has an iron-columned versmdah with bull-nosed iron roof. Roger 
Bede Nyhan was the next owner. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Haddon’, 267 Mowbray Road: ‘Haddon’, a two-storey house at 
the eastern corner o f Archer Street, was built in 1895 on a large block 
o f  ground for Francis Rhoades. The house still has a double block, one 
half having been a tennis court. Its condition at present is not the best 
(to outside appearances) but it is noted for its bay windows, leadlights, 
shingle decorations; it is built o f brick with terracotta tiled roof. The 
pine tree is typical o f many in the region. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Cairnleith’, 13 Archer Street: Completed in 1895, this fine two- 
storeyed mansion was built for George S. Wade o f Wades Cornflour 
who named it after his Scottish birthplace. Wade’s wife died during its 
construction so he put it up for sale on completion. It was bought in 
May 1896 by John Waterhouse, M.A. (q.v.), ex-headmaster o f Maitland
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High School who was about to take up his new appointment as the 
second headmaster o f Sydney High School. John Waterhouse and his 
family lived in the house until his death in 1940. Caimleith’s land 
originally extended down to Johnson Street and through to Hercules 
Street. The house has bay windows to the front with a return balcony 
and verandah alongside. It has survived later conversion into flats and 
was one home again by 1985. In 1982 it was the only house in 
Chatswood listed by the National Trust. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Buxton’ formerly ‘Bromley’, 9 Archer Street: Charles Lukey 
bought this land in 1895 and Peter Morrison, who lived next door, was 
the first owner o f this well-proportioned cottage with slate roof, bull
nosed iron verandah, fine cast-iron columns and lacework. It was built 
with a separate kitchen and maid’s room under a pavilion-style roof. 
Arthur Balchin, a merchant, was the tenant until 1915 and the house 
was known as ‘Bromley’ from 1905. Mrs Miller was the tenant 1916-21 
and in 1917 the house was renamed ‘Inverness’ . From 1921 it was 
owned and occupied by George Buxton Hewer, a nerve specialist, who 
changed its name to ‘Buxton’ . (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Victoria’ (formerly ‘The Anchorage’)  and ‘Carramar’ (formerly 
‘H ythe’), 15 & 17 Johnson Street: Occupying the full block between 
Neridah and Bertram Streets in an old part o f East Chatswood, stands 
a pair o f tum-of-the-century cottages, clearly built to match each other, 
one basically the mirror reverse o f the other, each complementing yet 
each decidedly varying from the other, reflecting the ten years between 
construction. The earlier, ‘Victoria’, is a textbook late Victorian 
cottage; ‘Carramar’ its younger version next door, is a wonderful 
adaptation o f the Victorian style to the fashionable requirements o f 
the Federation style, in full swing when it was built.

In 1896 Captain John Brown Peebles (q.v.) bought the allotment 
fronting Neridah Street on its north-west comer with Johnson Street. 
He bought it from Richard Hayes Harnett (q.v.), famous as a real estate 
agent and developer in Chatswood and in Mosman. Within the year 
Peebles built his first house so as to front not Neridah Street, but 
Johnson Street (now No. 15). He also positioned that house so as to 
allow later subdivision for the erection o f the sister house so that they 
would appear as a unified pair. The title for the allotment w£is in the 
name o f his wife, Jane, for whom he built ‘The Anchorage’ , as he 
originally called it, a charming reflection o f his profession — a sea 
captain. When Jane died in 1905, he remarried and built ‘Hythe’ next 
door (now No. 17) for his new bride. He would not live in ‘The 
Anchorage’ again. The Captain died in 1927 and the properties went to 
the Public Tmstee who held them on behalf o f his children until the 
youngest son came o f age in 1937. It is at this time that the title was 
eventually split into two, one for each house. The next owners changed 
the names o f both houses.





Another master mariner, Charles Webb-Wagg, bought ‘The 
Anchorage’ in 1937 from the Public Trustee. Webb-Wagg was a Manly 
ferry master and it was he who renamed the house ‘Victoria’ , bringing 
the actual name plate from his previous house in North Sydney. Until 
then there had been a succession o f tenants in this house and next door, 
and more than one o f them with maritime connections (see Council 
Rate Books).

Charles Webb-Wagg who had taken into his care his orphaned grand
children from Adelaide, continued his profession with Sydney Ferries 
Ltd; for his son, who was a musician and piano importer, Webb-Wagg 
installed a grand piano in the dining room. This regard for music and 
the sea is reflected in the poetry o f his grandson, Francis Webb-Wagg, 
generally known as Frank Webb (q.v.). Willoughby Municipal Library 
has named its Reference Section for the poet, who died in 1973, and 
there hang nine old Victorian oil paintings collected by Frank and 
donated to the municipality by his sisters after he died. Many local 
residents remember Frank at school with the Christian Brothers at 
Chatswood, and his sisters who lived on in ‘Victoria’, one o f them 
inheriting the house in 1962. Also clear in many memories is Rose, an 
Islander, who was cared for by the Webb-Waggs and who lived on in the 
house into the 1970s, tending the gardens and supplying flowers for 
the church. The present owners bought from Miss Webb-Wagg and so 
came by a house not very much altered from when it was originally 
built.

‘Hythe’ was sold by the Public Trustee in 1939 to the Galloway 
family and they renamed it ‘Carramar’ . Grandfather Galloway, from 
Scotland, was a proficient woodcarver and he made the name plate for 
No. 17. His son was a dentist and until recently the dentist’s sign hung 
by the front door; the surgery was one o f the back rooms o f the house, 
next to the bathroom. There must be many mixed memories of 
‘Carramar’ with its dreaded dental equipment, some o f which still 
exists.

The architecture o f Nos 15 and 17 Johnson Street is a textbook 
example o f the styles current around 1900. Captain Peebles and his 
wives chose carefully in the detailing o f both houses. ‘Victoria’ (No. 15) 
shows most o f the standard late Victorian architectural features: slate 
roof, asymmetrical front with return verandah, bay windows to the two 
garden fronts, lathe plaster ceilings, and marble fireplaces, including a 
good example o f Belgian black marble in the dining room (black or red 
being the ‘correct’ colours for such a room), and white marble in the 
drawing room. The central hall has a front door with typical leadlight 
supplied by Lyon and Cottier o f Sydney with their usual painted birds, 
flannel flowers and sunflower roundels. Inside, in the principal rooms, 
plaster mouldings and door panels show evidence o f gilding, and the 
banded skirting boards were multicoloured. The lesser rooms at the



back had timber ceilings, narrower skirtings and plain plaster walls, 
whilst the maid’s room (along with the laundry) had bare brick walls 
and one inch quad for skirting. The maid could be totally excluded 
from the household, for access to her room was from outside the house 
only (this was later altered). The floor plan is the usual one for the time 
— central hall giving on to the lounge and dining rooms and the two 
main bedrooms, then the door at the end o f the hall leading to the 
lesser bedrooms and service rooms appended in second quality brick 
wings at the back.

In 1906 when ‘Ceirramar’ (No. 17) was completed, the Federation 
style was at its height, featuring art nouveau themes o f abstracted floral 
forms. Captain Peebles carefully introduced these Federation elements 
into ‘Carramar’ but blended the whole with ‘Victoria’ by mirror 
reversing the floor plan, retaining the slate roof and return verandah, 
finding exactly the same elaborate cast-iron columns for the verandah 
supports, eliminating the fancy bull-nosed iron verandah roof and 
continuing the roof proper down over the verandah. The tesselated 
tiles on both verandahs and both front paths are taken directly from 
the pattern books o f the time. In ‘Carramar’ the window sills are 
plainer, the ceilings are Wunderlich pressed iron, and the magnificent 
front door is a unique design in coloured glass. The floor plan is slightly 
altered too, with the living rooms larger and grander and the lesser 
rooms commensurately smaller. The master bedroom features a huge 
walk-in dressing room (or nursery) and a private side verandah not at 
all visible from zmy street. It is said that ti e house was fitted out with 
the latest in electrical equipment o f the time, procured at one o f the 
pre-1914 Expositions in the U.S.A., including pulley lamps, servants’ 
bells and indicator board. ( ‘Victoria’ is fitted up with servant bells too, 
with five bell-pushes and all the wiring still intact in the roof.)

The gardens o f both houses stand intact, a rare survival o f a garden 
in proportion to the house it served. Many o f the larger houses have had 
their gardens and tennis courts subdivided and eaten away, so that the 
house survives alone without its body.

‘Victoria’ smd ‘Carramar’ remain today, gradusilly being restored, 
with other fine listed properties behind and opposite, in the centre o f 
an amazingly intact, unspoilt Federation locality; their significance has 
been recognised smd both were opened for public inspection in the 
Bicentennial Year. (Both houses — N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Strathdene’, 253 Mowbray Road: In 1897 John Freeman, builder, 
purchased part o f Keary Bros 2Va acres at the corner o f Mowbray Road 
and Hercules Street. (John and James Keary were coach-builders 
o f  North Sydney.) The same year on part o f this land he built 
‘Strathdene’, a two-storey house with turrets at the front forming the 
upstairs rooms. In the 1950s the house was vacant and vandalised, until 
purchased by the present owners who restored it. The renovations
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included a new roof (the original was badly dams^ed, allowing rain to 
cause havoc to interior woodwork). This new roof is o f blue tiles, one 
o f the very few in Chatswood. (N.T.)

Originally there was a ten feet service land at the rear o f this house 
and ‘Lorraine’ next door, but in the late 1920s the properties were 
extended to absorb this lane.

‘Lorraine’, 255 Mowbray Road: The following year, 1898, John 
Freeman built ‘Lorraine’ , also on part o f the Keary’s land. This house 
has had ten owners in ninety years, whereas many houses in Chatswood 
tend to remain in one family for long periods. One o f these owners was 
Mrs Agnes Mildred Treloar who was a tenant from 1911 until she 
purchased in 1915. Mrs Treloar was a teacher and conducted a school 
on the premises; an old photo o f Mowbray Road shows a large sign in 
the front garden. About 1932 Mrs Treloar sold the house to Mrs Boden, 
wife o f a well-known draper whose shop was in 428 Victoria Avenue, 
just below the chemist’s shop east o f the railway station (south side). 
William Boden had the shop from about 1923 until late 1950. He died 
in 1961.

A later (1974) owner was the Chatswood-Willoughby R.S.L. Club 
which had purchased ‘Windsor Gardens’ and had intended using the 
sites o f some houses on the north side o f Mowbray Road, including 
No. 255, as car parks. The project fell through due to resident protest 
and the Club sold the houses. Over the years the front had been 
changed considerably and the present owners, who bought the house in 
1977, made sympathetic additions to the rear o f the upstairs section, 
as well as installing a swimming pool at the rear. During the excavation 
for the pool many toys were found — a reminder o f the school days.

‘Devonia’, ‘Invermay’ and ‘Glencairn’, 103 to 107 Archer Street: 
These three villa residences were all built around 1898 on land bought 
from Alfred Brown, a local builder. Together all are described as “ prime 
heritage quality” .

‘Devonia’ (No. 103) originally had about twelve rooms and a central 
loggia entrance. Built for Mr Atherton but H. A. Young, an estate 
agent, was an early owner and occupied the house for many years. 
Later called ‘Yarran Barn’ . Now owned by the Catholic Church. 
(C.A.H.S.)

‘Invermay’ (No. 105) was originally owned by S. J. Webster who sold 
within a few years to F. E. Pike, a civil servant, who lived in the house 
for many years. It has lost its chimneys but is restored and used as 
professional rooms. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Glencairn’ (No. 107) was the last o f the three to be built. Original 
owner was Savary Trebartha Rodd, an auctioneer. The McClemens 
family occupied it for many years. Currently being restored. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Moana’, 1 Malvern Avenue: built 1898 by Alfred Brown, a local 
builder and sold to W. Straughan within the year. By 1908 it had been



sold to Henry Oscar and Harriette Coates who lived in the house for 
many years. A superb turn-of-the-century grand villa with octagonal 
tower, o f pale bricks considered unusual in the area. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Brigstock’, 34 Albert Avenue: Part o f Charles Linden’s land in 
Archer Street purchased in 1898 by John Mansley who built the house 
in the same year. He sold it in 1912 to W. J. Anstiss for £600. In 1914 
it had the name ‘Laurels’ and was sold to Mrs Emma Mary McKay who 
changed the name in 1928 to ‘Brigstock’. Emma died in the mid-1940s 
and Nancy Barbara McKay became the executrix. Nancy became the 
owner in 1948, selling it in 1978 to Hagino Pty Ltd for $58,000. This 
is one o f the very few corner houses still standing which are built right 
up to the street alignment (Bertram Street). The slate roof has been 
partly replaced by tiles. (C.A.H.S.)

Sherborne’, 40 Stanley Street: built on land originally rated in 
Johnson Street owned by Richard Harnett and sold to Mary Giles in 
1898. The house was erected in 1899. In 1903 Mary Giles sold it 
to Arthur William Ellice-Flint, a civil servant. In 1923 the owner 
was Mrs Alice Ellice-Flint. From 1938 to 1944 it was in the name 
o f Mrs Potts as executrix for the estate o f Mr A. W. Ellice-Flint: then it 
was in the name o f Mrs Evelyn Potts who sold it in 1971 to Mrs T. 
Tesoriero for $38,500. It is a large house with gabled portico entrance 
and gothic louvred ventilation panel. (C.A.H.S.)

W ghworth’ formerly Babinda’ and ‘Caswell’, 1 Hercules Street: 
built 1900 on part o f portion 225 granted to Blackett and Read in 
1840, the land which became known as ‘Brown’s Farm’. By 1883 eight 
acres o f this land were owned by the brothers John and James Keary 
who, in 1896, subdivided the land on the eastern side o f Hercules 
Street, from Mowbray Road to Johnson Street, into building blocks. 
Lot 10 (No. 1) Hercules Street was originally bought by the E.S. & A. 
Bank and had three owners up to 1899. In 1900 the house was built 
for W. M. Wesslink o f York Street, Sydney; in 1905 it was sold to 
H. Harden, solicitor. Both these first owners rented the house. In 1906 
it was bought by E. Cooke, a piano importer and manager o f the British 
Piano Depot in Barrack Street, Sydney; Cooke lived in the house until 
1911 and called it ‘Caswell’.

The next owners. Captain Harold Brissenden, master mariner, and his 
wife, Louisa, lived in the house until 1920 and renamed it ‘Babinda’ ; 
Captain Brissenden is credited with the building o f internal stairs and 
the attic room. In 1920 it was bought by James Hanley, an engineer 
and Technical College lecturer, and his wife, Louisa. They moved to 
Chatswood from Balmain and renamed the house ‘Highworth’, perhaps 
because it sits on the highest land in the area. The Hanley family lived 
in the house for nearly half a century during which time it was 
‘modernised’ which unfortunately meant painting its unusual pale 
bricks and removal o f  a semi-circular front verandah, the slate roof and



Above: ‘Brigstock 34 Albert Avenue — one o f  the few houses still standing which 
are built right up to the street alignment (Bertram Street).

Below: ‘Highworth’, 1 Hercules Street, showing old alongside new.
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A2 and 2 Holland Street. 'Seven Gables'at 251 Mowbray Road is behind.

four elegant chimneys. The surviving Hanley daughters sold to the 
present owners in 1968.

A house o f similar age, size and style named ‘Neygoondy’ once 
existed on what is now 3 and 3A Hercules Street. Sadly it was 
demolished 1933-34, the land subdivided and two brick cottages built.

‘A voca ’, 27 Archer Street: Like a mother hen with her chickens 
were No. 27 and Nos 35 to 49 Archer Street (q.v.). The two-storey 
house (No. 27) is a classical late Victorian mansion, built o f brick with 
slate roof and French doors to verandah and balcony, together with 
leadlight windows. It was built in 1901 for Mrs Rachel Muston o f 
Mowbray Road and called ‘Avoca’. The following year it was purchased 
by Joseph Spora, who built the eight smaller houses in 1915.

Since then two pairs o f semis have been erected between the big 
house and the smaller ones and none o f ‘Avoca’s’ land remains. The 
big house was allowed to deteriorate but has been in the process o f 
restoration for several years. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Seven Gables’, formerly ‘Heidelberg’ and ‘Werribeen’, 251 Mowbray 
Road: When the present owner purchased ‘Seven Gables’ for $200,000 
in 1980, he made history: it was the first house in Chatswood to reach 
that price. The house was built in 1902 for Phoebe Borchard, wife o f
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Albert Borchard, accountant, on four lots o f Holland’s Oakfield Estate, 
and named ‘Heidelberg’ . During the First World War, the German name 
was changed to ‘Werribeen’, and later still to ‘Seven Gables’ (there 
really are that number in the roof). It was a big house, soon enlarged 
even more by the addition, at the rear, o f a second storey comprising 
two rooms and a bathroom. These additions were designed and built so 
well that people who owned the house later thought that they were 
part o f the original home. In 1910 it was sold to Daniel Cadwallader, 
flour miller, o f Lindfield. This family was later important in the Bank 
o f  New South Wales (now Westpac Banking Corporation). The house, 
with verandah at the front and east side, comprises twelve rooms, five 
excellent fireplaces with sandstone surrounds and elaborate carved 
overmantles and glazed grate tiles.

In 1928 Cadwallader sold lot 3 (No. 2 Holland Street) to Edmund 
St Clair Woods, and the following year lot 4 (No. 4 Holland Street) 
to George Goldsmith. Lot 2 was subdivided in 1962 into two building 
blocks, 249 Mowbray Road and A2 Holland Street, leaving lot 1, on 
which ‘Seven Gables’ sits, still o f the statute area to build two houses in 
the future if ‘Seven Gables’ were to be demolished. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Delvena’, 341 Victoria Avenue: ‘Delvena’, on the north-east corner 
o f Neridah Street, was b.uilt on Crick’s Estate in 1904 by Thomas Watts 
(Stationmaster). In 1912 he called it ‘Leura’ but two years later 
changed the name to ‘Rylsdean’. In 1917 he changed it once more, this 
time to ‘Eton’ . In 1923 he sold it to Bertie Simpson who, the next 
year, sold to Grace Toomey. Mrs Toomey kept it until the early 1930s 
when she sold it to the Protestant Alliance Friendly Society. From 
1930 to 1933 ‘Eton’ was leased by Nurse Rothery and used as a private 
hospital. Although the house was owned by Mrs Toomey, the backyard 
was used by F. O. Toomey, a slate and tile merchEmt. In 1956 caterers, 
Alexander and Elvena, purchased the house, changed the name to 
‘Delvena’ and it became a very popular venue for wedding receptions, 
etc. It had new owners in 1968, Mr W. and Mrs D. Burcham, who sold 
in 1971 to Stewden Nominees Pty Ltd. David Jones bought it in 1976 
— the site is now the driveway out o f the Chatswood Chase shopping 
complex. For three years until its demolition in 1979 it was used by the 
Salvation Army as a women’s refuge.

‘Merildene’, 2 Rose Street: a Federation villa with servants’ quarters 
built 1904 by Herbert Small, merchant. Mrs Small retained ownership 
for some years, letting it by 1908 to Nurse Griffiths. In the 1920s 
the house became St Lawrence Private Hospital with Miss Amy Ennis 
as Matron. By 1930 Misses Ennis and Joliffe were the Matrons in 
charge. The house has now reverted to a private residence. (C.A.H.S.)

‘Iona’ and ‘M am’, 15-17 Neridah Street: These two semi-detached 
cottages were built in 1905 for William Boyle Hill, on land purchased 
the previous year from E. E. Hassell, and part of the Rawson Heights



‘Iona’ and ‘Mam’, 15-17Neridah Street, two semi-detached cottages built in 1905.

Estate. In 1913 they carried the names ‘Truro’ and ‘Kilcoan’ but the 
next year ‘Truro’ became ‘Iona’. More name changes — or mis-names 
because o f bad writing — came in 1917 when ‘Kilcoan’ was named in 
the Rate Book as ‘Marie’ , then in 1918 ‘Maree’, which became ‘Main’ 
in 1926 after Hill had sold to Mrs Sarah Jane Gow in 1924. In 1944 
Sarah Gow sold to Brian Desmond Madden, who in turn sold in 1960 
to Miss Betty Barker. Later in the same year the ownership was split 
when Betty Barker sold ‘Mam’ to Alexander Lambert. In 1962 she sold 
‘Iona’ to Alfred Henry Lister. It was ‘Marn’s’ turn next, when Lambert 
sold it to Mrs Cecily Mavis Gillard. In 1971 Mr Teunis and Mrs Lorraine 
Florence Zirkzee purchased ‘Iona’. It was about this time that the 
house names were dropped. Then the Zirkzees sold No. 15 in 1976 to 
Geoffrey Glynn and Jan Teresa McDonald. These semis are much more 
elegant than most, with bay windows and other decorations. They have 
recently been restored.

‘Parkhurst’, 17 Beauchamp Avenue: an extensive brick villa built 
1906-08 by Alfred Brown, a local builder who dedicated both 
Beauchamp Avenue and Malvern Avenue to the public in 1903. He also 
built 21 Beauchamp Avenue (1904-06) and 1 Malvern Avenue (1898) 
on his land, (all three houses C.A.H.S.)
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‘Strathmore’ and ‘Millbank’, 11 and 13 Robinson Street: The 
southern (and more elevated) end o f Robinson Street has perhaps the 
best and most concentrated selection o f Federation homes in the 
Municipality. It is interesting to study two adjoining houses, o f the 
same age.

‘Strathmore’ (No. 11) and ‘Millbank’ (No. 13) were built in 1908. 
The blocks o f land were each 75 feet x 200 feet and valued at £150. 
The values o f the houses and improvements on the land were close — 
£800 and £850. In 1918 No. 11 had an improved capital value o f 
£1,200 as against £1,100 for No. 13. After No. 13 was sold in 1918 its 
value jumped to £1,600. The gap closed again: in 1944 they were both 
£2,100, 1947 £2,300 and 1950 £4,500. In the 1950s each sold a 
portion at the rear (houses were built in Septimus Street), leaving 
75 feet x 135 feet. ‘Strathmore’ had its name as soon as built, in 1908. 
The other (No. 13) was not named for several years, then called 
‘Doowrah’ but changed in 1928 to ‘Millbank’ .

‘Strathmore’ was built by M. A. P. Hurst and stayed in that family 
for thirty-six years, until purchased by Walter Cavill. Wentworthville 
Markets bought it in 1980.

F. A. Harwood built ‘Doowrah’ now ‘Millbank’, and it stayed in the 
family until 1918 when it went to James and Frances Mary Hamilton 
and Rose Helen Penny who sold twenty-six years later to Egbert 
Arundel Francis. Francis sold again in 1950 to Raymond Dixon Voss 
who kept it until 1955 when it went to Herbert Gerard Hill. The house 
has recently been renovated and received Willoughby Council’s Heritage 
Award, August 1988.

Both homes are well built in brick and tile, with return verandahs 
to front and north. But there are many differences. Both have stained 
glass leadlight front doors. No. 11 is behind several trees, including two 
very large pines; No. 13 is more open. No. 11 has a low stone front 
fence; No. 13 has iron pickets on a low brick base (not original). No. 11 
is a sombre colour, whereas No. 13 has recently been painted in bright 
stone and chocolate. No. 11 ’s verandah has a tiled floor and No. 13 
concrete (which may not be original). No. 11’s verandah is supported 
by timber columns on low stone piers; No. 13 has timber on brick. 
No. 11 has several bay windows and excellent stained glass; No. 13 has 
a new carport prominent at the side, while No. 11’s carport is to the 
rear o f the house. (Both houses — N.T., C.A.H.S.)

The Chatswood Area Heritage Study o f 1982 recommended that the 
section o f Robinson Street between Albert Avenue and Johnson Street 
“ be regarded as o f prime heritage importance” .

‘Ashley House’, formerly ‘Scarness’, 97 Ashley Street: William 
Harding came to Australia at the turn o f the century, after service 
in the Franco-Prussian War. In 1902 he was a tenant at Mrs Deuchar’s 
house, ‘Femcourt’ in Darling Street. He set up business at No. 4 Bridge
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‘Ashley House', formerly ‘Scamess’, 97 Ashley Street.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)

Street, City as a taxation expert. It has been said that he wrote the 
initial income tax laws o f Australia. (In Australia income tax is a 
comparatively recent innovation; it has not always been with us.) 
In 1907 he purchased land at 97 Ashley Street (part o f Jones’ 
subdivision o f Lithgow’s Township o f North Sydney) and in 1910 built 
his grand house ‘Scamess’, named after his home in Scotland. During 
the next few years he enlarged it by purchases of land from adjoining 
properties. He landscaped his gardens, employing three gardeners o f 
whom the head-gardener was a Frenchman, Gaston. Besides the large 
gardens he had an orchard, coach house and stables; he also kept a cow 
and supplied some o f his neighbours with milk. The house itself was 
noted for its grand staircase, kitchen and cellar, as well as the fine 
timber work. (During the 1939-45 War the cellar was fitted out as an 
air-raid shelter.)

William Harding had a family o f ten children, two o f whom did not 
survive. His wife died o f cancer in 1920. After his family went their 
own separate ways he sold ‘Scamess’ in 1923 to his son. Dr Henry Alan 
Harding, an industrial chemist. William married Lilian Pattinson, o f the 
firm Washington H. Soul and Pattinson, pharmacists, and they set up 
house in an apartment at Elizabeth Bay.

69
Left: Advertisement for auction sale o f  the Scamess Estate. 
(Copy from Willoughby Municipal Library).



When Dr Henry Harding purchased ‘Scarness’ he set it up as a nursing 
home. Nurse Champion occupied it until 1928, when Sister Venables 
took over. Mortgagees E. Hill and J. Madden took possession from 1932 
until 1941. Even though the mortgagees took possession for some 
years, Henry Harding retained ownership until 1944 when he sold to 
V. McConnochie, who in turn sold to W. Underwood in 1963. In 1968 
it was bought by Yangooran Pty Ltd who renamed it ‘Ashley House’. 
Since then it has been a nursing home, conducted by several owners — 
Thomas Holt from 1973 to 1975, Ashley House Nursing Home Pty Ltd 
to 1978, Coline Pty Ltd to 1985 when Bayview Garden bought it. 
In 1988 ‘Ashley House’ is being enlarged and restored; a new driveway 
and gardens are included in the work. (N.T., C.A.H.S.)

Dr Henry Harding never married. He worked his way through 
medicine at Sydney University, did post-graduate work in France and 
lectured at universities in Paris, Tokyo and San Francisco. His skill in 
the treatment o f tropical diseases won him a post as adviser to the 
U.S. Government during World War II. He also gained several degrees in 
industrial chemistry and lectured abroad at such imiversities as Berkeley 
in the U.S.A. He owned flats in Milsons Point and was part-owner of 
Luna Park and the Trocadero. In San Francisco in 1974 he was 
attacked by hoodlums, badly injured, came back to Australia and died 
o f  the injuries. He left an estate o f more than $1,000,000, about half of 
it to charities.

‘Hiawatha’, 34 Neridah Street: This house was built in 1910 for 
John Montagu Callaghan, a Sydney boot merchant. It originally 
occupied most o f the land in Neridah Street between Johnson Street 
and Albert Avenue, but the property has been subdivided and the house 
now occupies three blocks only. It has access to Bertram Street at the 
rear but there was once, at the front, a semi-circular drive whose 
remains can still be seen. Its tennis court, summerhouse, stables with 
groom’s quarters above and a two-storey wing have long gone. Like 
many other houses o f  the period, it has elaborate ceilings, leadlight 
windows and five marble fireplaces. What is unusual is the entrance 
vestibule with a high-domed ceiling with leadlight windows. Outside 
is a tiled return verandah and finely detsiiled brick chimneys. Electricity 
was installed in 1921 but some o f the gaslight terminals remain. The 
pine tree on Neridah Street dates from the building o f the house. 
The Callaghan family owned and lived in the house until the end o f 
World War II when it was sold and became a boarding house. ‘Hiawatha’ 
was once owned by McElroy and McElroy, film producers, who filmed 
some scenes for Caddie on the premises. In the 1980s the house was 
privately owned, restored and offered for sale then lease in 1988. 
(N.T., C.A.H.S.)

‘Tan-y-cryn’, 28 Holland Street: This house was built in 1914 
and owned by the Adnam family. The land was purchased from



F. H. Holland and the house called ‘Tan-y-cryn’ . An interesting item, 
apart from the house itself, is a large hoop pine tree in the rear garden. 
On the tree was a copper plate engraved:

This hoop pine 
was planted by 

Mr. and Mrs. C. M. F. Adnam 
in 1913.

“Their memory lives” .
The Adnam family occupied the house until 1964 and recently asked 

the present owner for the plate, for their own family records.
Nos 35 to 49 Archer Street (incl.): These eight ‘maisonette’-type 

houses with slate roofs were built 1915-16 by Joseph Spora who lived 
in ‘Avoca’, 27 Archer Street (q.v.). Their original names were 
‘Fairlight’ , ‘Femdale’ , ‘Claremont’, ‘Ennisdale’ , ‘Loretto’ , ‘Florance’ , 
‘Alberta’ and ‘Mascotte’. The Chatswood Area Heritage Study, 1982 
says; “ They represent a vital component o f the socio-economic history 
o f the Willoughby municipality. To allow the destruction or alteration 
o f one would despoil the whole group” . In June 1988 a plan for the 
demolition of Nos 37 to 43 inclusive for town house development 
was submitted to Willoughby Council. The Heritage Council o f New

Maisonette style cottage at 39 Archer Street, built.by Joseph Spora c. 1915-16. 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)



South Wales applied a Section 130 Order to the whole group (Nos 35- 
49) in July 1988, making it “ an offence to cause harm to a building, 
work, relic or place which is the subject o f such an order”  while the 
Order remains in force. Willoughby Council then issued an Amendment 
to Development Control Plan No. 4 — Chatswood Fringe Area “ to 
ensure orderly development o f the land” . In September 1988 the 
Heritage Council lifted its Order, the redevelopment was approved 
and Nos 37 to 43 inclusive were demolished. (All houses — N.T., 
C.A.H.S.)

‘Leamington’, 8 Albert Avenue: Although not a very old house, 
‘Leamington’ deserves special mention. It was built in 1917 in ash 
concrete, possibly the only house o f  its kind ever built in Chatswood, 
and almost certainly the only one still standing. Henry Laverley 
purchased it in 1917 but kept it only until 1919 when he sold to 
Mrs Martha Elder, who passed it on the next year to Ida Adeline 
Moxley who also kept it for only one year. George Allan Bond, 
Director, was the next owner until 1927 when it went to Matthew 
Ernest Lilley, another short-time owner. Charles Allen Law purchased 
it in 1929 and in 1938 his widow sold it to Harry Leslie Dempsey, a 
railway stationmaster. After the quick succession o f owners for its

‘Leamington’, 8 Albert Avenue, built in 1917 in ash concrete. 
It is noted for its two life-sized marble statues.
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first twenty-one years, it has remained in the Dempsey family for the 
last fifty years; the present owner is also a railway employee.

The exterior o f the house is noted for its two life-sized marble 
statues. Inside it is unique. Many o f the eintique furniture and fittings 
are still in use. However, the most outstanding feature is the small but 
authentic cinema furnished with seats obtained from demolished 
theatres and carpet from the same source. The owner has many other 
items o f cinema memorabilia, including original films.

An unusual triplet: There are many semi-detached houses in 
Chatswood, but possibly only one triplet — at 279, 281 and 283 
Victoria Avenue, built in 1928, below street level, so that they eire not 
very noticeable to passers-by.

In addition to the properties listed above, the Chatswood Area 
Heritage Study, 1982 also lists the following in the East Chatswood 
area covered by this booklet: (N.T. = also listed by the National Trust)

Al ITEMS:
Shop, 98 Sydney Street (1885)
‘Erith’ , 13 Hercules Street (built 1896) 
‘Karoola’, 15 Hercules Street (1896) 
‘Mirabooka’ formerly ‘Batonga’,

17 Hercules Street (1896)
‘Ercildoune’ , 28 Neridah Street (1896) (N.T.) 
‘St aem ents’, 16 Albert Avenue (1897) 
Community Hospital, 256 Victoria Avenue 

(1898)
‘Balclutha’, 28 Albert Avenue (1904-06) 
‘Owennap’, 23 Neridah Street (1907) (N.T.) 
15 to 31 Robinson Street inclusive (Nos 17, 

21, 23, 27, 29, 31, aU N.T.) 2 ,6 ,  8, 10,
16, 20 to 30 inclusive, 34 Robinson Street 
(24, 26, 28, aU N.T.) (Both sides of 
Robinson Street mentioned were built 
(1907-10 or 1914-15)

‘Fairhaven’, 152 Sydney Street (1913) 
‘Pinjarra’, 235 Mowbray Road (1915)

Beauchamp Park 
Bales Park
A2 ITEMS: (in approximate date order) 
5 Rose Street 
9 Rose Street
32 Albert Avenue (before alteration)
135 Ashley Street
286 Victoria Avenue (demolished)
11 Rose Street 
15 Rose Street 
114 Ashley Street 
66 William Street 
58 William Street 
37 Neridah Street 
22 Albert Avenue 
8 Spearman Street 
47 Hercules Street
365 Victoria Avenue (original church; 

demolished)
Archer Street Police Station

NOTE: Two houses, 34 Johnson Street and 7 Robinson Street, are 
listed by the National Trust but not mentioned in the Chatswood Area 
Heritage Study.

* * *



In his article ‘A Plague o f Demolition’ , mentioned previously, Max 
Kelly concludes:

In Chatswood’s central district the recent past has seen the ritual elimination 
o f virtually all items o f heritage significance. The environment o f this region, 
once rich, has been reduced to a sterile maze o f anonymous, largely unrelated 
precincts, the most obvious characteristic o f which is a severe and unresolved 
traffic problem. This is unfortunate indeed if it be ceded that any urban 
region should represent an amalgam o f outstanding and interesting items from 
its past, along with (and, at times, balancing) those items more recently 
added. In this way is the palimpsest o f social, economic and cultural life built.



THE SHOPS BEGIN

As far as can be ascertained, the first shop in Chatswood East was a 
butcher’s shop and stables, built on the west side o f Sydney Street 
near Fry Street by Charles Wilson in 1884. The shop was demolished in 
the mid-1920s but stables still standing at 92 Sydney Street could well 
be Wilson’s.

The next year Richard Johnson built a grocery shop a little north; 
this is the present antique shop on the northern corner o f Fry Street, 
and thus the oldest existing shop in Chatswood East. This property has 
been a shop since it was built in 1885; Richard Johnson owned it until 
1914 and lived in ‘Rockford’ in Sydney Street. The dwelling, shop and 
stables were first rented by Frank Bartlett (to 1892); J. S. Radford was 
the storekeeper until 1901 and then J. E. Steele, a grocer. From 1914 
to 1920 Joseph Faravelli owned and lived on the premises and ran the 
shop. In the next eight years it changed hands almost yearly until sold 
in 1928 to Trevor Rougher, a grocer. Rougher lived and worked there

Antique shop, cm  Sydney and Fry Streets, formerly a grocery shop built in 1885.
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until 1947 when t was sold to Doris Reid, a grocer, who ran the shop 
until at least 1960. It has been described as an excellent mid-Victorian 
comer shop and residence, with iron overhanging balcony and pitched 
roof. It is listed as an A1 Item in the Chatswood Area Heritage Study 
1982 and the mature plants in its garden are also considered o f heritage 
value.

In 1901 came the first shops in the Penshurst Street-Victoria Avenue 
area, between Sydney Street and Victoria Avenue. The next year 
shops were built on both sides o f Victoria Avenue east o f Archer 
Street.

The shops in Victoria Avenue (called Central Buildings) opposite 
Baldry Street bear the date 1919. Arthur Osborne, the grocer on the 
comer o f Robinson Street also sold chaff and other horse fodder. This 
he kept in a storeroom at No. 275 on the other side o f the street. 
This brick store, a link with the 1920s still exists on an otherwise 
vacant block o f land. In the following year (1920) shops were built on 
the comer o f Baldry Street. In 1924 a shop, residence and bakehouse 
were built on the comer o f Blakesley Street. (The bakehouse was sold 
to the Bible Society in 1959.)

Joseph Knight-Smith, the hotelier and large landowner, built the 
shop on the northern comer o f Eden and Penshurst Streets; it is now 
another antique shop. Knight-Smith’s name is on the Victoria Buildings, 
a block o f shops erected in 1924 in Victoria Avenue opposite 
Macquarie Street.

The three shops 82-84 Sydney Street, near the site o f Wilson’s 
butchery, came in 1928; those at the north end o f Penshurst Street 
near Boundary Street were built in the 1950s.

Shopping up to the 1950s was not like today. There were less 
grocery items, no self-service, no standing in long queues at the check
out counter. The grocer provided chairs for his customers. He always 
wore a white apron. The goods were on shelves along the wall, even up 
to the ceiling, so he had to be agile on the ladder. A large number o f 
items he bought in bulk and weighed out into brown paper bags — 
sugar, flour, etc. Butter came in 56 lb boxes. Eggs were also in large 
boxes. The customers sat and chatted (most people had more time in 
those days) while the grocer made up the order. He usually had no cash 
register — people could actually add up, which modem shop assistants 
seem not to be able to do. If the shopper had a child with her, a small 
hag o f lollies was put in with the groceries when the bill was paid.

Two well-known grocers were Alf and Ernie Day (some o f the family 
still live in the Municipality) who had one shop, with their sister, Mary; 
later each had his own — Alf, in 342 Penshurst Street, south o f Victoria 
Avenue, and Ernie at the north-west comer o f those two streets. (This 
shop was built in 1915). Mrs Wright had a haberdashery shop at the 
comer o f Sydney and Penshurst Streets called Junction Building. Here



Above: Eden Antiques, corner o f Eden and Penshurst Streets. 
Below: Fodder store, 275 Victoria Avenue.



Above: 1988 scene o f corner o f Victoria Avenue and Penshurst Street. 
Below: Central Buildings, Victoria Avenue opposite Baldry Street, built 1919.
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Shop on the corner ofPenshurst Street and Victoria Avenue, 1916.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)

again chairs were provided for the customers while Mrs Wright bustled 
around the shop selecting items as required.

There were also what could be called ‘mobile shops’. Once a week 
the ‘rabbito’ came around the streets with his horse and cart. The 
housewife selected her rabbit, which was promptly skinned. Milk was 
delivered twice daily in bulk. The milkman collected direct from the 
dairy, or later from a depot, such as that o f Dairy Farmers which used 
to be in Neridah Street, north o f Victoria Avenue. (By the time o f the 
depots milk was bottled.) The butterman also often sold ice, and called 
daily or every second day. The baker delivered bread daily. For those 
who did not wish to carry goods from the shops, butchers and grocers 
had a delivery service. Benjamins in Chatswood had a man call once a 
week to take orders and the goods were delivered two days later. Fruit 
and vegetable carts also did the rounds o f the streets, with the customer 
able to choose from a good variety o f food.

Not only food was delivered. Before the invention o f the Hills Hoist, 
there was a clothes line across every back lawn, with a long forked stick 
(the clothes prop) to support the centre o f the line. Hence the call o f 
“ clothes props”  was often heard as the cart came along the street.



THE CHURCHES 
OF EAST CHATSWOOD

ST STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 
cnr Sydney Street and Mowbray Road

On Friday evening, 28 July 1871, in the public school at North 
Willoughby, a meeting was held for the purpose o f taking the necessary 
steps for the erection of a place o f worship for the residents o f 
Willoughby. During the year the Rev. Cave-Browne-Cave o f St Thomas, 
North Sydney had held services at the school-house; land and money 
had already been promised for a permanent church. The land was in 
Mowbray Road near the corner o f Sydney Street. The foundation stone 
o f St Stephen’s Chapel-of-Ease was laid on Saturday, 23 September 
and the church formally opened with Evening Prayer on Easter Eve, 
30 April 1872.

By 1874 the care o f the Parishes o f North Sydney, Hornsby, Lane 
Cove and North Willoughby had become far too onerous a task for 
Mr Cave-Browne-Cave, and a catechist, Mr Dixon, became chiefly 
responsible for St Stephen’s, which from 1873 had also been used as a 
school. In 1876 the Rev. Cave-Browne-Cave retired, to be succeeded 
by the Rev. S. H. Childe. In 1881 North Willoughby, (which had been 
separated for two years from Gordon and Hornsby) had a resident 
clergyman.

By 1882 it was apparent that the Chapel-of-Ease, built to 
accommodate eighty worshippers, was too small for current and future 
congregations. A new church was designed by the famous architect, 
Edmund Blacket, who had been responsible for many important 
buildings in Sydney. This church was built on the comer o f Sydney 
Street, alongside the original Chapel. A tower and spire on the south
east comer were included in the design by Blacket’s son, Arthur, but 
never built. The builder was Alexander Simpson who is reputed to have 
been associated with the building o f the North Sydney Post Office. 
This church and Simpson’s own house (cnr Mowbray Road and 
Devonshire Street) were the first important stone buildings in the 
Municipality.

The foundation stone was laid on Saturday, 9 December 1882. The 
Rev. S. H. Childe was still the incumbent o f the Parish, with the Rev. 
Daniel Murphy (q.v.) a Curate o f the district. The Church was dedicated
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St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Mowbray Road 
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library)

on Saturday, 19 April 1884, although only the nave and two side 
porches had been completed. Later the same year. North Willoughby 
became a separate parish, under the care o f the Rev. Murphy.

In the meantime land had been purchased in William Street, 
Chatswood for a church in that suburb but was not used and eventually 
sold in 1896. At the same time a flourishing congregation was in 
existence at Central Township (now Narembum), which later became a 
separate parish.

The first St Paul’s at Chatswood was opened in 1902, leading to the 
formation o f another separate parish.

One o f St Stephen’s activities was the establishment o f the Church o f 
England Temperance Society. This was so strong that no public house 
was to be built in the district for many years. In 1903 a school was 
established, with Miss Bolton in charge. This school appeared in the 
Rate Books up to 1911.

A new pipe organ and temporeiry chancel and choir were dedicated 
at St Stephen’s in 1904, followed in 1915 by the first o f many 
memorial windows.

As the congregation increased, a curate was needed, and in 1906 
the Rev. Arthur Reeves was appointed but after twelve months he
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resigned, to be replaced by the Rev. Fletcher. Also 1906 saw the 
formation o f the St Stephen’s Institute, an organisation for the men o f 
the parish; this lasted for only one year. Today’s railings and gates were 
purchased in 1908, the same year that the Church paid Council to kerb 
and gutter around the Church. Another innovation was the installation 
o f  a telephone in the rectory.

In 1909 the Rev. Cyril Bligh Elwin succeeded Mr Murphy. He had 
already endeared himself to the congregation by his help to the parish 
during Mr Murphy’s illness. During his incumbency a Mission Hall was 
established at Artarmon and, in Willoughby, a Men’s Society, a Young 
Men’s Club and a tennis club. The ladies o f the parish had a Women’s 
Guild and a Girls’ Guild. Major repairs were made to the Church and in 
1912 the Rev. H. G. Chivers was appointed Curate. On the resignation 
o f Mr Elwin in 1917, the Rev. A. A. Yeates was appointed Rector; 
he stayed four years, during which time Mr Noble becEime Curate. 
During this time the School Hall was enlarged.

The Rev. H. S. Begbie was inducted a Rector in December 1921. 
Within a few months he had revived the Parish which had gone into a 
decline. The Parish bought him a Model T Ford car (some o f the 
previous ministers had used motor cycles). During his rectorship land 
was purchased in East Willoughby; this led to the eventual formation o f 
St John’s Parish. Later it was a group o f parishioners from Willoughby 
who started a church at Belrose. In 1927 Mr Begbie was installed as a 
Canon o f St Andrew’s Cathedral. In 1935, then holding the title o f 
Archdeacon, he moved to St John’s, Parramatta.

St Stephen’s continued to grow under the leadership o f its next 
rector, the Rev. L. Galbott, who was forced by ill-health to resign in 
1944. He was followed by the Rev. Gilbert Hook who came from 
missionary work in China, to which he returned after two years in 
Willoughby. More memorial windows were installed during his rector
ship.

The Rev. C. C. Short was appointed in 1947 but his term was also 
short as he was killed in a ear accident a year later. St Stephen’s was 
then fortunate in having Canon (later Archdeacon) Robinson for the 
next eight years. Some o f the highlights o f his term were a new kinder
garten hall and the laying o f the foundation stone at St John’s in 
Warrane Road. Robbie’s last months at Willoughby were marred by ill- 
health during which time the Curate, the Rev. John Turner, ably 
ministered to the parish.

1957 saw the return for ten years of Alan, now Archdeacon, Begbie, 
whose father had been Rector from 1921 to 1935. The parish 
continued to grow, both spiritually, socially and financially. The church 
building was completed, the carillon and more memorial windows 
installed, the rectory was renovated and the distant new Parish o f 
St Stephen’s, Villawood was assisted in its formation.
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Another Robinson followed, this time the Rev. George, an 
Englishman who had worked in industry for fifteen years before his 
ordination. Following the resignation o f the Rev. G. Robinson early 
in 1980, the Curate, the Rev. Ron Bundy, was appointed Acting Rector 
pending the appointment o f a successor.

The Rev. Theo Hayman was appointed Rector o f St Stephen’s in 
1980. Prior to this appointment Mr Hayman was Federal Secretary o f 
the Bush Church Aid Society o f Australia. His ministry included 
rectorship o f St Matthew’s Anglican Church, Miurayville, Adelaide and 
West Tamworth in New South Wales and he had also been Canon o f the 
Cathedral in Armidale, New South Wales. During Mr Hayman’s 
ministry, St Stephen’s had as Curate the Rev. Ron Bundy. On 
completion o f his service the Rev. Glen Davis was appointed Curate and 
following his service the Rev. Alan Mugridge. The Rev. Theo Hayman 
retired from the active ministry in November 1985 after some forty 
years o f service.

Mr Hayman was followed by the Rev. P. Bayliss, B.A., Dip.Ed., B.D. 
Mr Bayliss who trained for the Anglican Ministry at Ridley College, 
Melbourne was previously Rector o f St Paul’s, Harris Park. Following 
the departure o f Mr Mugridge with his wife and family for missionary 
service in Tanzania, the Rev. Gary Mulquinney joined Mr Bayliss 
at St Stephen’s. Mr Mulquinney left St Stephen’s at the end o f 
1987.

On Sunday, 24 April 1988, St Stephen’s held a combined Anzac- 
Bicentennial Service which was “ one o f thanksgiving for 200 years o f 
G od’s blessing and protection to our country, to pay tribute to the 
Aborigines, in commemoration o f past sacrifices and to remember those 
who had sacrificed their lives for our protection” . Special guest was 
John Avery, A.O., A.P.M. Also present were members o f Federal and 
State parliaments, the Mayor o f Willoughby (Aid. Noel Reidy) and the 
Deputy Mayor (Aid. Joe Ciantar). The special preacher was the Most 
Rev. Sir Marcus Loane, K.B.E., D.D., M.A., former Archibshop o f 
Sydney and Primate o f Australia. This special service was conducted by 
the Rector, the Rev. Paul Bayliss; music for the occasion was supplied 
by Miss Ruth Bell, Director o f Music. Among the four hundred or more 
participants were many ex-service men and women.

CATHOLIC CHURCH,
Archer Street

The main history o f the Catholic Church in Chatswood lies on the 
west side of Archer Street, but it had its beginning on the east side. The 
Lithgow Estate plan o f the Township o f North Sydney (1854) shows a 
Church Reserve o f half an acre at the corner o f Mitchell (now 
Macquarie) and Ashley Streets. This land appears in the Rate Books



o f 1889 to 1896 as being the responsibility o f Father M. McNamara o f 
Pymble.

Then in 1900 a property was purchased in Archer Street as a 
residence for the Sisters o f Mercy, who up to then had travelled daily 
from Pymble. From 1905 it is in the Rate Books as a house and school. 
Later they bought the house ‘Elysee’ belonging to the O ’Shea family, 
wine merchants, at the south corner o f Malvern Avenue and Archer 
Street. Later still the house on the other corner o f Malvern Avenue was 
also purchased. In 1910 the Nolan family (staunch supporters o f the 
Church) built a house on the south side o f the school.

The school was known as St Catherine’s School for Young Ladies, as 
opposed to the parochial primary school across the road which took 
both boys and girls. One o f the nuns describes the school in the 1930s 
as “ one long room divided o ff by folding partitions with a stage at one 
end with stairs leading down to the toilets below” . She says that there 
was a spring at the back where the ground was always very soggy. She 
gives the names o f some o f the children whose families were well 
known — Brauer, O’Neill, Carberry, Virgona, Law and Riddle. Her 
description o f the convent was “ a small building with none o f today’s 
conveniences — a wood or coke stove and a chip heater in the 
bathroom. There was a large back verandah. It housed nine nuns 
— two in the high school, five in primary, one music teacher and a 
cook ” .

In the 1960s the old school and houses were demolished. The school 
was replaced by a two-storey convent (No. 99), and the old convent 
and O ’Shea’s house gave way to the high school on the comer o f 
Malvern Avenue (No. 101).

This became a regional school to serve several adjoining parishes. 
It is now known as Mercy College. Some o f the classes are integrated 
with St Pius X  (boys’) College, so that it is partly co-educational.

Our Lady o f Dolours Church, on the west side o f Archer Street, is 
the main church for the Catholic community in East Chatswood.

SALVATION ARMY,
Archer and Johnson Streets

Up to 1924 the Chatswood district had been administered by the 
Salvation Army’s North Sydney Corps, established in 1889 and 
originally known as St Leonards Corp, No. 246.

In 1922 the Harwood Estate, on the north side o f Victoria Avenue, 
between Penshurst and High Streets, sold a block o f land (lot 10) in 
Victoria Avenue to John Maughan; the next year it was shown in the 
Rate Books as owned by General Booth, and as having a hall erected on 
it. This hall was the Salvation Army’s Citadel, opened for Commissioner 
Whatmore by Colonel Orames on 16 February 1924. The North Sydney



Band assisted in this opening. The first Corps Officers were sisters, 
Captain Mary and Lieutenant Sadie McDowell.

Four years later the land was in the name o f the Szdvation Army 
Property Trust and included an officer’s quarters next door. By this 
time street numbers had been introduced — the Citadel was No. 121 
and the quarters No. 123 Victoria Avenue.

Here the Corps carried on its spiritual and social work for fifty years. 
Some o f its activities included a Wool Drive in 1944, collecting clothing 
coupons and wool for wartime Britain; the purchase o f a bus (1960) to 
cope with the special challenge o f a Ministry at a Migrant Centre; 
and the opening o f a Young People’s Hall on 22 April 1961.

As the work o f the Army expanded, larger and more modem 
premises were needed. In April 1973 they purchased No. 23 Archer 
Street and in September o f the same year No. 42 Johnson Street. The 
following year the Citadel and house in Victoria Avenue were sold. A 
new building on the Archer and Johnson Streets blocks was opened 
on Saturday, 13 September 1975. This modem building includes a 
haU, offices etc. This new Chatswood Corps, so centrally situated, 
replaces the old North Sydney and Willoughby Corps.

The principal work o f  the Army is, o f course, spiritual, but it is 
perhaps better known for its temporal and social activities in the 
community. At the time o f writing the Chatswood Corps is involved, 
either directly or by referral to other Salvation Army institutions, in 
twenty-nine works o f community service, such as referral o f alcoholics 
to a rehabilitation centre, child day care, stress management, 
handicrafts, boys’ and girls’ clubs, and many others.

Captain Mary McDowell was unfortunately killed in a car accident, 
but her son. Major Ralph Johnson, carries on the good work sis 
Commanding Officer at Chatswood.

CHURCH OF CHRIST,
Victoria Avenue

From the early years o f the century, members o f the Church had 
held home gatherings until, as the population grew, a new church was 
deemed necessary. Churches had already been founded at North 
Sydney (1905), Hornsby (1906) and Mosman (1908).

On 4 January 1914, Thomas Bagley, then ministering to the City 
Temple Church, Sydney and about forty others met in the Chatswood 
School o f Arts to form a new congregation in Chatswood. A block of 
land was purchased at the rear o f a plant nursery in Victoria Avenue 
near Archer Street, and a 25 ft x 45 ft weatherboard and fibro chapel 
erected thereon. As the entrance was via a rose garden, the chapel was 
known as ‘the little church in the garden’.

Thomas Bagley was appointed first minister and services began in
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September o f the same year. A vigorous Sunday School and Endeavour 
Society helped the rapid development o f the Church. In 1918 
Mr Bagley moved to Victoria, being replaced by Joseph Whelan, during 
whose ministry the final payment was made on the building. This was 
also a period o f population growth in the district and a new church 
building, this time o f brick, was opened in May 1923 on the front 
portion o f the original block o f ground.

Mr Whelan died in November 1938, to be followed from 1939 to 
1945 (the difficult war years) by Frederick A. Youens. It was he who 
initiated the tradition (followed by several other ministers) o f lecturing 
at the Woolwich Bible College. For the following ten years the Church 
was led by Ralph V. Amos who commenced a Wednesday night ‘College 
for Christians’ . In 1950 a fine pipe organ was installed, for which funds 
had been collected since the ’twenties; this encouraged church music 
and singing even more than before.

October 1957 saw the arrival of a young American, Leslie K. Green, 
as minister. Highlights o f his term (which lasted imtil 1962) were the 
close liaison with the Billy Graham Crusade team in 1959 and the Peace 
Memorial Education Centre, opened on 23 April 1961. This two- 
storeyed building, on the eastern side o f the church land, contained 
classrooms, library, minister’s study, kitchen and extensions to the 
Fellowship Hall (the original chapel). In 1962 Miss Rosalie Rofe went 
to Papua-New Guinea as a missionary and has been supported by the 
Church ever since.

After Mr Green returned to the U.S.A. in May 1962, Clifford G. 
Taylor, then editor o f the Australian Christian and minister at Doncaster, 
Victoria, resigned from both positions to commence ministry at 
Chatswood on 8 December 1963. Two years later he was responsible 
for the ‘daughter’ church at Turramurra where a large part o f the 
congregation then lived. Mr Taylor ministered to both churches 
until Turramurra became independent in August 1965. He continued 
at Chatswood until March 1978 when he returned to Victoria and 
T. Butler (U.S.A.) and R. Hayman began a joint ministry. However, the 
former did not stay long; Mr Hayman continued until December 1985 
when he transferred to Victoria.

1980 saw the commencement o f the 365 Friendship Centre (the 
Church was at 365 Victoria Avenue). This offers, during ten months 
o f the year, a weekly programme o f arts and crafts, and majors in 
friendship and helpfulness, attracting an average o f one hundred people 
each week. The Centre has also raised thousands o f dollars for charities 
and community welfare.

At the same time the Church had to make a major decision — the 
developers o f  Chatswood Chase wished to acquire the church land to 
incorporate in their shopping complex. The trustees o f the Church did 
not wish to lose their site, so it was agreed to incorporate a new chapel



and offices, etc. in the new complex. The church buildings were 
demolished after final services on 9 November with C. C. Taylor and 
A. W. Cust as preachers. The new complex was opened officially on 
26 March 1983 and on the following morning R. Hayman preached to a 
congregation o f about 250 worshippers.

In the new church, a week-day ‘open chapel’ policy was initiated 
and still continues in 1988; under the leadership o f Mrs Rea Saxby 
came a weekly playgroup for the children: R. Hayman established a 
programme of weekly lunchtime services (these lapsed for a time but 
were re-introduced with good effect in 1987 by Peter Dixon who had 
succeeded Mr Hayman as minister). Peter Dixon’s service was until 
1988 when he became a full-time lecturer at Carlingford Bible College. 
He will be followed by Ian Alves from Queensland.

Right through the history o f the Church o f Christ in Chatswood 
there have been regular activities — Bible School; clubs for boys and 
girls; recreation for adult members; help (both material and personal) 
for the Missions abroad; help for the local needy; publication o f church 
papers; meals on wheels — the list is almost endless.

ST BARNABAS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH, 
cnr William and Macquarie Streets

The Parish o f St Stephen’s purchased half an acre o f land in 1882 
at the comer o f William and Spearman Streets for another church site 
but sold it in 1896.

In 1913 the Rev. H. G. J. Howe, Rector o f St Paul’s Parish Church, 
Chatswood, called a meeting o f parishioners interested in the 
establishment o f a church for East Chatswood. No definite decision was 
reached at this meeting but the matter was not dropped and 
conferences were held with St Stephen’s Church, Willoughby. In 1915 
the Rev. G. H. Cranswick, who had succeeded the Rev. Howe, arranged 
for his curate, the Rev. W. V. Gumett, to reside in East Chatswood.

At a meeting on 19 April 1915 a committee was formed to report on 
a suitable site for a church. Of four recommended, the one on the 
comer o f William and Macquarie Streets was purchased for £483.

A Sunday School was started at the home o f Mr and Mrs Newland, 
who had offered the use o f a large enclosed verandah o f their home 
‘Terra Nova’ in Femcourt Avenue. The first lessons were on the 
afternoon o f 3 October 1915, with two teachers and seventeen 
children. After such an encouraging start, it was decided to hold a 
service each Sunday evening. The first was on 7 November 1915 with 
the Rev. Cranswick preaching to a congregation o f fifty-nine.

The committee continued working and drew up plans for the new 
church, with a contract for £620 being signed on 17 April 1916 and the 
foundation stone laid on 6th May.



The church building was opened on 15 July 1916 by the Archbishop 
o f Sydney, the Most Rev. John Charles Wright and the first services 
were held the following day. A church committee was formed on 
21st July.

Soon a building boom was taking place in the district and in 1921 
the committee began working towards a separate parish. In February 
1922 a meeting was called from the surrounding parishes to approve the 
new parish and its boundaries. On 17 November o f the same year the 
Rev. C. P. Brown, M.A., was inducted as Minister-in-Charge. In 1925 
a rectory was erected at 30 William Street, part o f the rear o f the 
church grounds. About the same time a separate Kindergarten Hall was 
attached to the rear o f the Church Hall.

The contract for a new church building, at a cost o f £5,035, was let 
in August 1927 and building commenced in November; the foundation 
stone was laid in the SEune month and the completed church opened 
and was dedicated on 27 September 1928. The previous month 
St Barnabas’ had been constituted as a Parish.

The superb oak reredos and panelling were fitted to the east wall of 
the church in the early 1940s. Further property additions and 
alterations were made in 1952, 1953 and 1954. 1949 saw two further 
achievements — the beginning o f Roseville East branch Sunday School 
in the home o f Mr and Mrs Stanton on the corner o f BoundEiry Street 
and Kendall Road, and the final payment o f the debt on the church 
building. In 1961 the Men’s Society purchased a cottage at 3 Darling 
Street, to be converted into two flats for the use o f new migrants 
sponsored by the church. In 1985, as the flats were no longer needed 
for this purpose, the building was sold.

Ministers at St Bambas’ since Rev. C. P. Brown, M.A. have been:
Rev. C. E. Adams, Th.L............................................ (1925-31)
Canon Rook,...........................................................(1932-36)
Rev. J. W. Ferrier, Th.L............................................ (1936-41)
Rev. A. W. Morton, M.A........................................... (1941-43)
Venerable G. T. Denham, A.R.C.O......................... (1943-49)
Rev. S. Campbell Begbie, Th.L.................................(1950-62)
Rev. W. H. Ostling, A.S.T.C. (Chem), Th.L.............. (1962-68)
Rev. G. Thomas, Th. Schol...................................... (1968-72)
Rev. Clive L. Brown, B.A.........................................(1972- )

Bicentennial Activity: Frieda’s vision realised: The vision o f the 
Rector’s wife, Frieda Brown, o f presenting a re-enactment o f the first 
church service in Australia was realised when two performances o f 
her play were held at St Barnabas’ on 7 February 1988. for the Bi
centenary.

The church sanctuary where the play was staged, was decorated with 
bottle brushes and leafy boughs o f trees, providing a perfect setting 
(the first church service in 1788 was held under a tree). Members o f the



cast displayed excellent acting ability and looked marvellous dressed in 
period costume. First narrator, George Stephenson o f Wahroonga, 
provided expertise in assisting Frieda with directing.

At the conclusion o f the first performance o f the play, opera star 
Amanda Thane sang Mozart’s Laudate Dominum. Later the capacity con
gregation watched as the Mayor o f Willoughby, Alderman Noel Reidy 
raised the Australian flag.

BAPTIST CHURCH,
Macquarie Street, Chatswood

The Baptists had a church in Macquarie Street, built in 1935. 
Additions were made in 1954 and more in 1960. In 1965 the 
congregation united with the East Lindfield Baptist Church and sold 
the premises to the Armenian Apostolic Church (q.v.).

NORTH SHORE TEMPLE EMANUEL 
(Liberal Jewish Congregation),
Chatswood Avenue

The congregation held its first service in December 1956 at the old 
Dispensary Hall (q.v.), Victoria Avenue (approximately where 
Chatswood Chase now stands), which was conducted by Rabbi Dr R. 
Brasch, the well-known author and founder o f the Liberal Jewish Move
ment on the North Shore.

Three years later, land was purchased at 28 Chatswood Avenue, and 
on Sunday, 3 September 1961, a modest one-storey building was 
dedicated and used for religious services and classrooms. Owing to the 
rapid growth o f this new congregation, a second storey was added one 
year later.

As the congregation continued to grow and activities to develop, 
a main sanctuary was built alongside the old building and on 
30 November 1980, the Synagogue was opened and consecrated by His 
Excellency, the then Governor-General o f Australia, Sir Zelman Cowan, 
who quoted from the scriptmres thus — “ Open to me the gates o f 
righteousness that I may enter them and praise God. This is the gateway 
to the Lord: the righteous will enter through it.”  Many dignitaries 
including local church leaders. Members o f Parliament and Willoughby 
Councillors were in attendemce and all voted the new building a 
dignified beautiful addition to the development o f Chatswood.

North Shore Temple Emanuel’s spiritual leader is Rabbi Richard 
Lampert. The Temple employs cantors and choristers and has a full
time office staff o f three persons.

A community-based, non-profit kindergarten operates within the 
Temple complex and caters for £q>proximately thirty children under the



care o f fully qualified teachers. The Temple’s community involvement 
provides for participation in meals on wheels, Red Cross collections, 
and Senior Citizens’ concerts held regularly in the Synagogue itself. 
They are conscious o f the neighbourhood commitment and believe it a 
duty to complement the residential area in which they are situated. 
In the mid-1980s the congregation was augmented by a large number o f 
migrants from South Africa.

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH,
Macquarie Street

To understand the Armenian Church in Chatswood, we must go back 
in history. In the year 301 A.D. Armenia became the first nation to 
adopt Christianity formally as the State religion. Later, about the fifth 
century, they also created their own written language. Their country 
consisted of parts o f present-day U.S.S.R., Turkey and Iran.

All through their history, Armenians have been the children o f 
oppression and persecution; finally in great genocides o f  1895, 1909 
and 1915 the Turks massacred about 1,500,000 and deported many 
others to the North Syrian desert where they perished from starvation. 
Others fled to other parts o f  the world, including Persia, India, 
U.S.S.R., Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and the U.S.A., leaving about 100,000 
in Turkey.

The first recorded Armenians in Australia were one or two agents for 
trading houses in the East but they did not settle here. Later, in the 
1850s, during the gold rushes, some came from Constantinople, India 
and South-East Asia. During the following years small numbers 
continued to migrate, so that by 1914 it was estimated that there were 
about forty to fifty Armenians in Sydney, the same number in 
Melbourne, and a few others scattered throughout the country. 
Between the wars further migration took place and finally, large 
numbers came after World War II, over half o f these to Sydney; about 
two-thirds o f these settled north o f the Harbour, mainly in the 
Municipality o f Willoughby.

The estimated origins o f the Sydney community in 1980 were 
(in percentages):

Egypt .............................. . .35.6 Greece................................ , . 2.9
Iran................................ . .28.6 Turkey (Constantinople). . . . 2.1
India and South-East Asia. . . 7.1 Other Balkan countries. . . . . 2.1
Lebanon .......................... . . 5.7 Europe (other areas)......... . 1.9
Palestine......................... . . 4.3 Africa................................ . 1.6
Syria................................ . . 3.6 China................................ . 1.6
Iraq................................ . . 2.9



Armenian (formerly Baptist) Church, Macquarie Street. 
(Photo by courtesy o f Mrs R. Williams)

The community is divided into three main religious groups — the 
majority, about 85%, accepting as their head the ‘Supreme Patriarch 
and Catholicos o f all Armenians’, resident in Etchmiadzin, Soviet 
Armenia; Uniates (in union with Rome) about 10%, and Protestants 
about 5%.

The first Armenian clergyman to come to Australia was the Rev. 
Father Assoghik Ghazarian (later to be a bishop in Bagdad) who arrived 
in 1954 and who held services for a small congregation in three rooms, 
set apart as a chapel, in William Street, Kings Cross. On occasions he 
borrowed a small nearby Methodist Church for larger congregations. 
In 1957 Bishop Poladian arrived and obtained a small ex-Chinese 
Presbyterian Church in Campbell Street, Surry Hills. This he 
consecrated as the Armenian Apostolic Church o f the Holy 
Resurrection. When the congregation outgrew this, the dynamic Father 
Mirzaian (q.v.) arranged, in 1965, the acquisition o f a former Baptist 
Church in Macquarie Street, Chatswood, in the very heart o f a 
prosperous new Armenian settlement. The name o f the Church was 
also transferred to Chatswood.

The hall behind the church was renamed as the Egarian War 
Memorial Hall. It houses many community activities, including a school



and kindergarten, where the ancient language and traditions are kept 
alive and the young people are kept aware o f  the martyrs among their 
forebears. An Armenian Culture Society was formed for this purpose.

As the Armenians migrating from foreign countries are listed as 
nationals o f those countries (forty-three in all), they are not to be 
found in the Immigration Department statistics as ‘Armenian’. So it can 
be said that Armenian nationality is now an abstract concept, 
co-extensive with the Armeniem Church, and the two concepts are 
interchangeable.

Although the Armenians have their own church and cultural 
organisations, they are well integrated into Australian society, in 
accordance with the injunction o f His Holiness Vazgen I, the Supreme 
Patriarch and Catholicos o f all Armenians: “ Keep high the name o f the 
Armenian nation everywhere and be faithful citizens in whatever 
country you live.”

The Armenian Church is a member o f the Australian Council o f 
Churches and, together with the Greek Orthodox Church, represents 
there a vast number o f migrants to Australia.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

This Christian sect was founded in the U.S.A. towards the end o f the 
nineteenth century. It has been established in Chatswood since 1987, 
at Gibbes Street, under the name o f the North Shore Christian Life 
Centre. Meetings were first held in 1985 in Willoughby Girls’ High 
School.

Although founded in U.S.A., the local Church does not have strong 
affiliations with the Americans and thus escaped the scandal o f some of 
the radio and television preachers in America.

Besides the usual Saturday evening and Sunday services for people o f 
all ages, they have house meetings throughout the district on Tuesday 
evenings. The sect also relies strongly on the distribution o f pamphlets.

CHINESE EVANGELICAL 
FREE CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA

This denomination came to Chatswood early in 1988 and shares 
the premises o f the Church o f Christ at 365 Victoria Avenue, co 
incidentally, on the site o f early Chinese market gardens.

The members are, in the main, from Hong Kong. The Church was 
founded in Hong Kong in the second half o f the nineteenth century 
by evangelists from the United States o f America, as an independent 
Christian Church for Chinese people. It is the first o f its kind in 
Australia.



PARKS, GARDENS AND 
RECREATION RESERVES

Chatswood East (including East Roseville) is well supplied with public
parks and reserves.
BEAUCHAMP PARK: Between Nicholson, Darling and Rose Streets 

and Beauchamp Avenue, is the largest park in the area. Its 4.5324 
hectares contain a sports field with grandstand and ancillary rooms, 
gardens o f roses, azaleas and other plants, big trees and a children’s 
playground. The land which became Beauchamp Park was originally 
part o f Richard Archbold’s 600 acres grant o f 1825. The land 
reverted to the Crown and lay dormant until 1850 when it was sold 
to John Stirling o f the Bank o f Australasia. William Lithgow (q.v.), a 
shareholder in that bank, became the next owner and sold o ff some 
o f the land as part o f  his ‘Township o f North Sydney’ plan. The 
present site o f the park was first recorded in the 1872 Rate Books 
when about fifteen acres were owned by William Sparkes and rented 
to Joseph Hammond who had a boiling-down works and a residence 
there. By 1882 Joseph Hammond oAvned the fifteen acre site.
In 1883 the park site was owned by Richard Seldon (Mayor 1876- 
80) and reduced by two acres for the provision o f roads. In 1886 
Seldon sold the thirteen acres to the Land Company o f Australia 
who sold to the government for a reserve in 1898. The Lands Dept 
asked that they might submit a proposal for the adoption o f a native 
name and in September 1899 Willoughby Council moved that the 
area for public recreation be known as Koiyong Park. The park, o f 
11 acres, was proclaimed on 25.10.1899, and named Beauchamp 
Park after the then Governor o f New South Wales, William Lygon, 
the 7th Earl o f Beauchamp.
The pavilion was erected in 1927 and the pavilion extensions were 
opened in the centenary year o f the Municipality, 1965. Also in that 
year, the International Grove was established by Willoughby Council 
£md Chatswood Jaycees.

MUSTON PARK: This park o f 2.1169 hectares in the dip o f Penshurst 
Street, was originally part o f  the seven acres owned by WilliEim 
Thomas Muston, Mayor o f Willoughby 1890. In the middle o f the 
land stood his home ‘Penshurst’, after which the street is named. 
In December 1921 the land was subdivided and auctioned, most o f it 
being purchased by Joseph Knight Smith, owner o f the Willoughby
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Hotel. In 1926 Willoughby Council purchased Knight Smith’s 
holding for the purpose o f a public park and, at Knight Smith’s 
suggestion, it was known as Muston Park from then on.
In 1931 a small cottage on the park site was demolished and its 
bricks used to repair nearby Eden Street. In 1937 Council provided 
access from Douglas Avenue and the following year cleared the park 
o f lantana, blackberries, etc. and felled nineteen trees. In that year 
the Muston Park Local Committee was formed to control and 
manage the park. Six seats were installed in 1940 and a rustic bridge 
over Scott’s Creek constructed. In the early 1940s both Sole Bros 
and Wirth Bros circuses set up in the park and part o f it was used 
by the military for a few months. A park beautification scheme was 
commenced in 1942; water services were installed in 1953 and the 
Wistaria Walk dates from later that same year. The park has many 
trees and play equipment.

BALES PARK: In October 1928 Willoughby Council drew up a plan
. for a recreational reserve between Stanley and Sydney Streets, 

north o f Ranelagh Crescent on land which had been Chinese market 
gardens. In 1930 several properties or parts thereof were resumed; 
the bulk o f the land was bought from the estate o f the Bors Family 
and the remainder from Kingsbury, Doust, Leithead, Cameron and 
Burrows. A tender for fencing was accepted by September 1931. 
Six months later, at the suggestion o f the Chatswood East Ward 
Progress Association, the Sydney Street Park Local Committee was 
formed. In 1932 it was recommended that the park be called Central 
Park.
Between 1952 and 1954 more land was resumed; the shed on the 
park was being used by sporting groups, a Sunday School, the Girl 
Guides and an Open Air Bible Study group. In 1954 the Middle 
Harbour Progress Association suggested to Council that the park be 
renamed in honour o f Alderman Joseph Bales (Mayor 1931-32, 
1936, 1938-42 and 1945-47). Mr Bales requested that this name not 
be conferred but from 1957 Central Park became known as Bales 
Park.
The park is used extensively by cricket and netball players, for which 
clubrooms have also been built recently. There is also a popular 
playground, and the latest acquisition is a Bocce pitch used daily 
by some o f our new settlers from Yugoslavia. In the early 1980s 
the Bales Park Preservation Group was formed by nearby residents 
to protect the amenities o f the park and to preserve the quiet 
enjoyment o f their homes which was being affected by the increased 
usage o f the park for netball competitions.

OTHER PARKS: In the vicinity o f Barcoo, Barambah and Warrah 
Streets is a series o f small parks totalling 1.076 hecteires and known 
collectively as the Hemsley Estate Reserves. Close by are the Scott’s



Above: Bocce pitch and children’s playground. Bales Park.
Below: Bales Park from Sydney Street. Site o f Chinese gardeners’ shack.



Creek Reserve o f 0.3652 hectare, and the Scotts Crescent Reserve o f 
0.2978 hectare towards Boundary Street.
Near the comer o f Warrane Road and McCabe Place is a 0.6399 
hectare park and playground.
Finally, in Lamette Street, at two corners o f Fontaine and Crick 
Streets are two small reserves for passive recreation only.
The three major parks are well-known, but many o f the smaller ones 

are tucked away o ff side streets and not known by the general public.



PUBLIC SERVICES

MAILS

In July 1871 Chatswood residents asked for a post office as the 
nearest one was at North Sydney. The first Willoughby Post Office was 
opened on 1 September 1871. For the history o f Willoughby Post 
Office see ‘Willoughby’ booklet.

With the coming o f the railway and increased population and 
business a post office was opened at Charles Moore’s store near the 
main railway camp; in 1897 Chatswood was finally given an official 
post office. Chatswood telephone exchange was opened in the same 
year.

POLICE STATIONS

The first police station in the Municipality was on the western side 
o f Lane Cove Road (now Pacific H i^w ay), roughly opposite the 
present Palmer Street. Going south from Mowbray Road, the Wesleyan 
Church was on the corner, next was Joseph Sandy’s house and land, 
followed by Henry Kirby’s house and two acres o f orchard. The police 
station was next.

This was to be the planned centre o f the district, with the above- 
mentioned church. Council Chambers close by in Mowbray Road, the 
hotel with its five acres including gardens, Dolan’s blacksmith shop and 
other shops. However, the centre changed to the north where the 
Council Chambers and main business area are today.

In 1899 Council said that the accommodation was insufficient and 
asked that it be increased at an early date. In 1906 the local paper said 
that it was the “ merest apology for a lock-up” . (So we assume that the 
shortage o f accommodation related to the cells, not the constable’s 
residence). In February 1912 there was an estimate for the erection o f 
a new station but no money was available. It was proposed to build 
later in the year.

In August 1907 some o f the aldermen o f Council considered that a 
courthouse should be established in the Municipality. Alderman Hutton 
said that the people o f Willoughby district were so law abiding that the 
police station was seldom used, and did not favour a courthouse.
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Alderman Duff said that it was high time that Chatswood had a more 
central pohce station. The Weekly Dispatch, in an editorial thought that 
“ it would be well to forget that our various suburbs are peopled by 
such a goody-good class o f citizens that Lock-ups and Courthouses are 
scarcely needed” .

The more centrally situated pohce station was to come, but not 
soon. In 1910 the Pohce Department purchased lots 7 to 10 o f the 
Willoughby Park Estate from S. Mallarkey for £500. This was the 
200 ft X 200 ft site sthl occupied by the pohce at Albert Avenue 
between Archer and Bertram Streets. Because the land was owned by 
the Pohce Department but had no buildings on it, it was exempt from 
municipal rates.

“ Later in the year”  became 1920. A brick residence and three-cell 
lock-up were handed over to the Department on 16 March 1921, at a 
cost o f £3,178.18.11. Since the premises were used as a residence for 
pohce the land now became ratable.

There was to be provision for a courthouse, so in 1924 the land was 
divided into two blocks — No. 63 Archer Street, with the cottage and 
lock-up, 80 ft X 200 ft, and ratable; the other 120 ft x 200 ft was 
fenced and vacant, so not ratable. In 1930 the building was used solely 
as a pohce station and not a residence, so again it was not ratable.

As the force became more mechanised, new motor garages were 
built in 1933. Later the part o f vacemt Icmd at the comer o f Albert 
Avenue and Bertram Street was used as a holding yard for damaged 
vehicles which were to be the subject o f coiurt action etc. The rest 
o f  the vacant land was turned into two tennis courts.

In 1975 a new Pohce Division was formed, with headquarters at 
Chatswood, and the premises extended. Further renovations were 
made in 1983. As the role o f the Centre increased, a building at 
69 Archer Street was obtained to house the Inspector-in-Charge o f the 
Division, Detectives, Licensing Section, Traffic Office and E District 
Anti-Theft Squad.

Eventually it was decided that no court would be built at 
Chatswood; the tennis courts were demohshed and the land converted 
to a car park for pohce vehicles in 1987.

The cells have had other uses than for holding people on remand. 
In the 1978 State Election, which was the only one in Willoughby 
ever to go to preferences, the Returning Officer’s premises were not 
considered secure, so each night until the declaration o f the poll the 
ballot papers were housed in one o f the cells.

FIRE STATIONS

The first fire station to service the East Chatswood area was opened 
in 1900 and sthl stands at 767 Pacific Highway. It was closed in 1945
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and since then has lost its brick tower and has been converted to a 
shop. The fire station which now services the area, in Laurel Street, 
Willoughby, was opened in November 1905. A new station was built on 
the site in 1915.

WATER AND SEWERAGE

The first o f the ‘piped’ services to come to Chatswood was water, 
in 1891. Two tanks, each o f 1,500,000 gallons were erected at the 
comer of Lane Cove emd Mowbray Roads to serve Willoughby, Mosman 
and North Sydney. The water came from the old steam-powered 
pumping station at Ryde. Within four years the population had 
increased so much that more tanks were needed. Two were erected at 
Wahroonga, supplied via a pumping station at Chatswood. Our water 
now comes by gravity from Wahroonga, and the Chatswood tanks 
supply the lower North Shore.

As the area o f piped water increased, sewerage was introduced to 
Chatswood from 1899. This facility spread slowly throughout the 
municipality. Part o f the effluent was treated in an area o f 22V  ̂ acres 
set aside on the north-east corner o f Victoria Avenue and Warrane 
Road for a septic tank, which was accepted by the Minister for Public 
Works on 10 Febmary 1902 and transferred to the Water and Sewerage 
Board on 26 September 1905.

GAS

Gas was first introduced to Sydney by the Australian Gas Light 
Company in 1841. James Walter Fell, ex-A.G.L., planned his own 
gasworks for the North Shore and in 1877 produced gas for what later 
became the North Shore Gas Company Ltd. As the mains extended 
northwards, Willoughby Council examined the possibilities o f 
purchasing gas from the Gas Company or else building a local works. 
The decision was to buy gas from the existing company, and a contract 
was signed in 1896 for gas to be supplied for ten years from 1 January 
1897. Council was to pay £7 per annum for each street lamp. As the 
number o f street lamps increased, together with domestic use, the cost 
gradually dropped to £4 per lamp in 1914. The use o f gas lamps in the 
streets continued until 1916, with three at the railway station 
remaining some time later.

The Gas Company built a gasholder near Eastern Valley Way and 
Warrane Road. This was at the bottom of a hill and not as much a blot 
on the landscape as were many other holders in Sydney. With the 
advent o f natural gas in the 1970s the holder became redundant and 
was demolished because the gas is now held at high pressure in the 
mains.



Gasholder site in Eastern Valley Way, looking towards Victoria Avenue. 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)

The Australian Gas Light Company began purchasing shares in the 
North Shore Gas Company, owning over 50% by mid-1974; eventually 
the two companies merged in 1980.

Chatswood also had some street lamps fuelled by oil but the exact 
locations are not recorded.

ELECTRICITY

On 25 May 1914 Council let a ten year contract to the Sydney 
City Council to supply electricity. The first connection was to 
513 Victoria Avenue on 19 April 1916. At first all power lines were 
overhead but gradually high tension mains have been buried, as have 
also all wires in the central business district. In 1936 the Sydney 
County Council was created by Act o f Parliament to take over the 
electricity supply from the Sydney City Council.

TRAM SERVICES

Tram services came to Willoughby in 1898. The original plans for 
trams included a line from Milsons Point and the Suspension Bridge 
through East Chatswood to Roseville. Even as late as 1914 it was 
proposed to extend the line from Victoria Avenue via Penshurst Street 
to Roseville, to cater for the increasing population.

The tram line was extended from Penshurst Street along Victoria 
Avenue to Chatswood Railway Station on 27 July 1908, at first a single 
track, then with a loop near Hercules Street to allow the up and down 
trams to pass each other (25 August 1924). Finally a double track was 
opened on 22 June 1934. The trams were superseded by buses on 
1 July 1958.



Above: Tram terminus, 1907, at comer o f Penshurst Street and Victoria Avenue. 
(Photo from Mr Etherington, via Willoughby Municipal Library)

Below: Penshurst Street/Victoria Avenue corner, 1988.



MEDICAL SERVICES

CHATSWOOD DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

The principal contribution to medical services in East Chatswood is 
the Chatswood District Community Hospital, at the comer o f Victoria 
Avenue and Hercules Street.

The main building, erected in 1898 for J. J. Perry, solicitor, and 
named ‘Quarry Lodge’ (later changed to ‘Ventongymps’), comprises 
a mixture o f terracotta shingles, tiles, stucco, leadlights, marble, and a 
semi-circular wing. Shortly after being built it was purchased by the late 
Dr W. R. Olver. The beneficiaries o f Dr Olver gave it to the community. 
Following conversion by community effort, the hospital had its 
beginnings in October 1927 when it was opened as the Ku-ring-gai 
Community Hospital with eighteen beds and an operating theatre.

Between 1933 and 1936 improvements were made in the operating 
theatre, sterilising and kitchen areas. Also at this time, six additional 
beds and new living quarters for staff were obtained. From 1949 to 
1953 further alterations were completed and fourteen new beds 
commissioned, bringing the total number o f beds available to thirty- 
eight.

In 1955 the hospital began purchasing the houses in the immediate 
vicinity, for the purpose o f expansion. Plans were drawn up for the 
renovation and extension o f 46 Hercules Street to a new Nurses’ Home 
and Matron’s flat and when this was completed in 1962 the hospital 
expanded into the vacated areas.

The name o f the hospital was changed in 1965 to Chatswood District 
Community Hospital. The then Health Commission proposed that the 
block bounded by Victoria Avenue, Hercules Street, Albert Avenue and 
Oscar Street be set aside for future expansion. This was achieved in 
1974 with the purchase o f four cottages and a move towards providing 
a Community Health Care Complex. Other cottages have since been 
purchased.

Chatswood District Community Hospital also maintains a surgical 
role in Ear, Nose and Throat and other specialties, e.g. Orthopaedics, 
Gynaecology, General, Plastics and Ophthalmology, while still serving 
the community as a medical/surgical unit.
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Much o f the equipment, furniture and fittings within the hospital 
have been purchased from community donations, e.g. Willoughby 
Festival, Ladies Auxiliary, Rotary, Grace Bros Staff Fund, etc. 
With continued support from the community it is hoped to meiintain 
the ‘Community Hospital’ to serve the people o f the local and lower 
North Shore area whilst maintaining a high standard o f care in all 
specialties.

In 1986 the hospital became part o f a major redevelopment o f the 
site. Over several years the needs o f the area have been surveyed and 
apart from the need for a quality surgical and medical community 
hospital, future needs for care o f aged persons is obvious.

The Board is committed to providing for community needs and in 
addition to providing hospital services, has allocated an area o f land 
suitable for constructing a Nursing Home to augment hospitsil services 
and other services on the campus. The Nursing Home should begin 
construction in 1988.

The hospital is registered as a limited company under the Companies 
Act o f New South Wales, limited by guarantee, and registered not for 
gain. Any profits are for the exclusive benefit o f the hospital. The 
hospital is registered under the Charitable Collections Act and 
donations to the hospital are exempt from income tax.

The management o f the hospital is controlled by a Board o f 
Directors whose services are entirely in an honorary capacity. The 
administrative work is carried out by the Secretary who is the Chief 
Executive Officer. The Director o f Nursing is responsible for the 
nursing and welfare o f the patients and for the supervision o f the 
nursing staff.

There is accommodation for six private and thirty-four patients in 
shared accommodation.

Admission o f patients to the hospital is by arrangement through their 
own doctor if appointed by hospital or by referral to an appointed 
medical practitioner.

The hospital is also the centre o f a large medical complex comprising 
Baby Health Centre, Regional Medical Records, Pregnancy Counselling 
and Support Service, After Hours G.P. Service, Children’s Assessment 
Centre, Education Support Service, Regional Psychologist, Y.A.C.S., 
Dental Screening, Therapy Resource Team, Early Language Stimulation 
Programme, Child and Family Health Centre, Social Worker for Pre- 
School Children, General Practitioners Service, Mental Health Team, 
24 Hour Crisis Team, Senior Adult Unit, Family Planning Association 
Regional Headquarters, Living Skills Centre, Day Centre for 
Rehabilitation and Geriatric Service, Sydney Home Nursing, Lifestyle 
Programmes, Alcohol and Addiction Referral Team and Action for 
Handicapped Citizens.
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OTHER SERVICES

Further medical services in the area are provided by nursing homes, 
including ‘Fairhaven’ at 152 Sydney Street, ‘Ashley House’ at 
97 Ashley Street and ‘Bel-Air’ at 33 William Street. Like the Com
munity Hospital, these are all fine old homes.

Up to the early 1980s when the Federal Government changed some 
o f the rules there was a private hospital, ‘Findlay Hall’ , at 21 Robinson 
Street (it was not generally known that this was also a ‘drying out’ 
clinic for alcoholics), also other nursing homes — ‘Loretto’ at 
300 Victoria Avenue, ‘Homeleigh’ at 114 Sydney Street and ‘Wallawa’ 
at 7 Robinson Street.

Like most suburbs, the area is also well served by private doctors, 
both G.P.s and specialists, as well as dentists and such auxiliary services 
as radiologists etc. The area is served by radio-controlled ambulances 
from several stations, including one at Slade Street, Narembum.

THE DISPENSARY HALL,
Victoria Avenue

The first o f many Australian Friendly Societies, commonly called 
‘Lodges’, was formed in 1830; others followed in rapid succession 
until it was estimated that later in the century 80% - 90% of the manual 
workers in Australian towns were members. They were joined by a 
large portion o f clerical workers, especially in the twentieth century.

These societies were based on those in Britain, where ordinary people 
had banded together for mutual benefit. The Friendly Society has been 
described as “ an organisation which has done an incalculable service to 
the community by the promotion o f thrift, personal independence, and 
the highest ideals of brotherly love, good fellowship and mutual 
assistance by co-operative effort” . (F. Brien, former President o f the 
Friendly Societies Association)

Usually a Society was formed by members o f a trade union, church, 
etc. They formed contracts with doctors and organised the supply o f 
medicines, sick pay and funeral benefits. Also they promoted sports 
and other social events.

The branches held regular meetings, usually fortnightly. On the 
agenda at each meeting was the payment o f sick pay (we must 
remember that in those early days very few employers paid sick pay) 
and arrangements to visit the sick in hospital or at home. Some 
branches also had medical appliances to lend to sick members. (It is 
recorded that one Lodge kept a night chair and bed pan for the use o f 
brothers confined to bed.) As the sick were visited by their fellow 
members, and paid out of the funds o f these same people, there was 
little or no malingering.



The Dispensary Hall, 359-363 Victoria Avenue, 1981.
(Photo by courtesy o f Willoughby Municipal Library)

A typical Friendly Society was the Australian Catholic Guild 
(founded as a completely Australian Society on 8 June 1845). The 
subscription in the 1940s, for a person who joined at less than 20 years 
o f age, was the weekly sum of 4% pence for sickness benefit o f up to 
£ l per week; 1% pence for a funeral benefit o f up to £90; ten shillings 
a quarter for the doctor; and four shillings and sixpence a quarter for 
medicines. This covered the member, his wife and children. The 
dispensary contribution was for all prescriptions actually dispensed by 
the chemist (as most o f them were in those days) and a discount on 
the price o f medicines packaged by pharmaceutical companies. As more 
and more Eirticles became pre-packed, the scheme became less popular.

In Chatswood the various Lodges formed a Board o f Directors to 
build (about 1928) the United Friendly Societies Dispensary Hall. 
This consisted o f a pharmacy (with the pharmacist paid by the Board), 
another shop for rental, and a dance hall with stage and dressing rooms, 
all on the ground floor. On the upper floor were smaller meeting rooms 
for the Lodges and for rental to outside bodies for social functions. 
This hall, 359-363 Victoria Avenue, opposite Bertram Street, was built 
on the site o f a plant nursery which had earlier been a Chinese market 
garden. The dance floor was one o f the best in Chatswood and heavily 
utilised.
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The local doctors contracted to look after Society members and 
their families were mostly doctors devoted to their work. They were 
paid (in the 1940s) 10 shillings a quarter for each family; with post
war inflation many o f the younger doctors left the scheme, and people 
joined the newly founded Health Funds. Most o f the Friendlies formed 
their own new-style funds but after some years it was found that small 
funds were not viable, so they combined to form fewer but larger ones.

As well, by the 1960s there had been many changes in society. Most 
employers now paid sick pay so the Lodges lost one o f their main 
reasons for existence. Inflation made the sick pay and funeral benefits 
unrealistic. The pharmacist had become more a retailer o f prepared 
medicines than a dispenser. So in 1975 the Dispensary Hall was sold 
and eventually demolished to make way for the Chatswood Chase 
Shopping Complex.



SOME IDENTITIES 
ASSOCIATED WITH 
EAST CHATSWOOD

RICHARD ARCHBOLD (1791-1836)

Bom in 1791, County Kildare, Ireland, Richard was a convict/clerk 
when he arrived in Sydney on Three Bees on 6 May 1814. (Two weeks 
later the Three Bees was burnt out while lying in Sydney Cove.) Within 
a month Archbold was a school teacher. (Besides the children many 
adults o f those days were illiterate, so there was a great need o f 
teachers.)

He soon set up his own school at 30 Cambridge Street, at the north 
end o f the town. In 1817 he married Mary Pawley who bore him seven 
children. From teaching Richard diversified to brewing and owning 
houses and other property, as well as a herd o f cattle.

Archbold’s connection with Chatswood was his grant (1825) o f 600 
acres bounded roughly by today’s Boundary Street, Anderson Street, 
Victoria Avenue and High Street. Of course, these streets were not yet 
formed or named at that time.

However, in 1850 the estate was taken over by John Stirling as 
Chairman o f the Bank o f Australasia. Then William Lithgow(q.v.) had 
it put up for sale on Tuesday, 29 August 1854, as the ‘Township of 
North Sydney’ (less two lots o f about 32 acres combined).

In the meantime, about 1830, Archbold took over Clanville’s 
400 acres north o f Boundary Street. Here, with his wife and two 
government assigned servants (convicts) he cultivated a good orchard 
until his death. He was buried in the old Devonshire Street Cemetery.

There is some doubt about the date o f Richard’s death. The New 
South Wales Registry o f Births, Deaths and Marriages has no record o f 
his death. (Up to 1856 there was no compulsory registration, and the 
Registrar has collected some baptismal, wedding and burial records 
from churches etc.) One historian said that from family records it was 
probably in 1837. When the remains o f the 1,145 bodies buried in the 
Devonshire Street Cemetery were disinterred in 1901 to make way for 
the Sydney Railway Station (the line had previously terminated at 
Redfem), they were transferred to other locations, and Richard’s went 
to the Catholic Cemetery at Chatswood. Records from there indicate 
that he died on Saturday, 22 October 1836.
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THE BALDRY FAMILY

Although the Baldrys were pioneers in the area o f Victoria Avenue 
between Archer and Macquarie Streets very few exact details o f the 
family are known. It is possible the first Baldrys in Chatswood were 
three brothers — George, Abel and Samuel. The Rate Books o f 1872-73 
and 1874-75 (the earliest in existence) show Samuel Baldry with seven 
acres, part cultivated, and George Baldry with a house and seven acres 
at North Sydney (i.e. Willoughby). Abel Baldry was the tenant o f both 
properties. No street names were given; the population was small and 
each person knew all the others. In 1879 Sarah Baldry, daughter o f 
Abel and Sarah Baldry, married smother early landowner, Joseph 
Crick (q.v.). Around 1880 George Baldry and his sons, David and 
Henry (Harry), stumped and cleared what was to become known as 
Victoria Avenue.

The next Rate Book still existing is for 1882 and Victoria Avenue is 
mentioned. By now Abel has a house and land (no dimensions shown) 
with James Simpson as tenant. George had two holdings, one o f a house 
and seven acres, the other a house and hsdf an acre tenanted by Samuel 
Clapper. Samuel Baldry had seven and a half acres, and Henry had 
eight and a quarter acres. Although Abel owned property with a tenant, 
he himself was a tenant on Thomas Moore’s house and twelve acres; 
this was the first house in Victoria Avenue.

The following year Isaac Baldry comes into the picture taking over 
the house and land from Abel. Samuel’s seven and a half acres were 
transferred to David. It cannot be ascertained whether these swaps were 
made, or if the earlier books were wrong and these changes were 
just corrections.

In 1884 George had increased his holdings. He had three lots o f land 
and a pottery — the latter occupied by Abbot Bros. Abel sold a new 
cottage to Rachel Baldry but Abel himself was still on Moore’s land. 
Isaac, David and Henry had not changed from the previous year. George 
also had, as before, his house and seven acres, house and land and an 
unfinished house on more land. George seems to have been the most 
progressive member o f the family — or was there more than one 
George?

1885 saw more swaps. Abel had seven and a half acres from David; 
David had lot 46 Alleyne Park Estate from Abel. Abel left Thomas 
Moore’s land. Rachel had a new house and land. Isaac had his house and 
land, Henry his eight and a quarter acres and George three lots — seven 
acres and two houses and land. In 1885 George A. Baldry was 
appointed Inspector o f Nuisances by Council at a salary o f £10 per 
annum.

More swaps next year: Abel’s new house and land to Henry; Abel’s 
seven and a half acres to Samuel; Henry’s new brick house and land to





Abel. Rachel still had her cottage and land. Isaac had a house and land 
— for the first time in the Rate Books a house name is shown — ‘Fern 
Tree Cotte^e’ . David was still at lot 46 Alleyne Park. George had five 
lots, with some identified — two houses and land, one new house and 
land, lots 1 to 4, block 11, Willoughby Park Estate and part o f lots 23 
and 24 o f the same estate.

There were more changes in 1887: Abel, Samuel, Henry, David, Isaac 
and Rachel were the same as the previous year, but George had now six 
lots, having acquired lot 53 o f Railway Junction Estate. In addition 
Mrs James Baldry had some lots (number not specified) in the 
Willoughby Park Estate.

1888 Rate Books give us modern locations. For the first time streets 
are mentioned. David’s lot 46 Alleyne Park Estate is at the east side o f 
High Street, near Smith Street. Samuel’s four and a half acres are on the 
south side o f Nicholson Street. Abel, Henry and Isaac have houses on 
the south side o f Victoria Avenue, between Hercules and Robinson 
Streets. George has two properties, one area o f land and the house 
between Robinson and Jacques Streets. Mrs Baldry is there also. On the 
north side o f Victoria Avenue between Macquarie and Archer Streets 
(at that time there are no intervening streets between these two) are 
George with a house and seven and a half acres, Samuel with three 
acres o f orchard, and Abel’s two properties, one a house and land, the 
other o f seven acres. (At some time Abel lived at what is now known as 
281 Victoria Avenue.)

The following year there is another swap. Between Hercules and 
Robinson Streets, south side, Abel’s house and land go to David. There 
had been a tenant named Sheppard there for two years. Henry, David 
and Isaac stay the same. George’s Willoughby Park, block 11, lots 1 to 4 
are identified as on the south side o f Victoria Avenue between 
Robinson and Jacques Streets. Abel’s house and land is clarified as 
house and one acre. But now the three acres of orchard have gone from 
Samuel to Henry, as also have the four and a half acres in Nicholson 
Street.

There is not much change until 1891 when Mrs Jane Baldry’s 
property is identified as having 100 feet frontage, and George’s house 
and seven acres are let to Ah Gong. In 1892 Henry’s land in Nicholson 
Street went to Samuel.

In 1894 David’s house and land were in the name o f Henry and Isaac 
and administered by the Perpetual Trustee Company. Henry’s seven 
acres were administered by George and Mackenzie, trustees. George’s 
seven acres were let to Ong War. Henry’s house and land went to 
Mrs Mary Ann Baldry. From about this time there was a decline in the 
amount o f land held by the family. Baldry Street came into being in 
1895 and H. G. White and Thomas White owned land there.

In 1897 part o f George’s property was rated as in Macquarie Street.



In Sands Directory 1898 a George Baldry is described as a ranger. Samuel, 
who still owned the Nicholson Street land, lived in Penshurst Street in 
1897; he still had the seven and a half acres up to 1906. The last 
mention o f the name in the Rate Books is 1915 with the sale o f James 
Baldry’s house at the intersection o f Victoria Avenue and Macquarie 
Street. The Baldrys are best remembered by the street named after 
them, their tenancy o f the first house in Victoria Avenue and their 
clearing o f what we know today as Victoria Avenue. Chatswood 
Library holds the plans and a later photo o f the two-room weather
board cottage built for a Mrs Baldry at 42 Baldry Street in 1900. In 
1925 a new kitchen, laundry and verandahs were added. The house, 
with further renovations, still stands.

GEORGE AND MARIA BROWN

See ‘Early Land Grants’ and ‘Oakfield’ in ‘The Houses o f East 
Chatswood’ .

CHOWNE, Lieutenant Albert, V.C., M.M. (1920-1945)

Albert Chowne was a Sydneysider, bom  on 19 July 1920, the son 
o f Arthur J. Chowne, a butter and ice merchant o f 21 Chaleyer Street, 
Willoughby. Albert grew up in the area and before his enlistment on 
30 May 1940 (he had not turned twenty) had been closely associated 
with the local Boy Scouts, and tennis and football clubs. He worked as 
a shirt-cutter in the city and began soldiering in January 1940 with the 
36th Battalion at Rutherford.

After an unsuccessful attempt to join the 6th Division, Albert was 
posted as a private to the 2/13th Battalion on the day o f his enlistment. 
The 2/13th, a unit o f the 20th Brigade, was originally formed as part o f 
the 7th Division, but transferred early in 1941 to the 9th Division. The 
battalion embarked in October and arrived in the Middle East on 
26 November. At first as a company mnner and later as a member o f 
the carrier platoon, Chowne served from April to December as part o f 
the Tobruk garrison; he was in Syria, where the unit was on garrison 
duties until June 1942, when it returned to the Western Desert. Albert 
had become a corporal on 21 April 1941, and gained his third stripe in 
Syria on 9 April 1942.

At El Alamein his talents for original thought and initiative were 
soon demonstrated. Bristling with Besa and Bren guns and equipped 
with a t£mk wireless, his carrier played a notable part in repelling the 
German attack in September below Trig 33, and on the night o f 
23rd October he was used as a battalion liaison officer between the 
C.O. and a British tank regiment. When eventually the last great 
minefield halted all armour, Albert’s carrier and crew were found to be



the only vehicle on the enemy side o f it. With his carrier finally 
knocked out, he continued as an infantryman until he was wounded on 
24th October.

After the Battle o f El Alamein the unit was withdrawn to Palestine, 
and it returned thence to Australia. In July 1943 the battalion 
embarked for New Guinea with Chowne now mortar platoon sergeant. 
He declined an O.C.T.U. course at Milne Bay, because he wished to 
obtain experience o f jungle warfare before leading men in it, and so 
fought at Lae, Finschhafen and Sattelberg. At Finschhafen Chowne 
gained a Military Medal on 25 October 1943 while in command o f 
detachments o f mortars with a forward company.

At the end o f this phase o f the New Guinea campaign Albert was 
nominated to attend an officer cadet training unit. He graduated after 
a course in which he came top o f the tactical wing, second in the 
weapon wing, and second in the school. He was gazetted lieutenant, 
infantry re-inforcements (A.I.F.) on 23 January 1944, and managed 
to wangle his way back to the 2/13th Battalion to which he had vowed 
to return. His unit appealed to retain his services but he was at length 
posted to the Canungra Jungle Warfare Centre and thence, on 
7 October 1944, to the 2/2nd Battalion. He joined the 2/2nd on the 
Atherton Tableland, arrived at Aitape (New Guinea) in December, and 
there also quickly established a reputation for outstanding courage 
and leadership.

In October 1944, elements o f the 6th Australian Division began 
arriving at Aitape, New Guinea, to relieve United States forces which 
had been holding the area since their landings in April. Major-General 
J. E. S. Stevens was authorised in November to conduct a limited 
offensive against General Adachi’s XVIII Japanese Army; later the 
scope o f the offensive was widened and took the form o f a parallel 
advance eastward among the peaks and valleys o f the Torricelli 
Mountains, and along the coast with the XVIII Japanese Army base at 
Wewak as the final objective. But and Dagua were two former enemy 
airfields on the flat coastal strip about midway between Aitape and 
Wewak.

On 8 March 1945 Chowne had carried out a one-man patrol forward 
o f the battalion patrol limits to the Ninahau River and brought back 
valuable information on the river, tracks and enemy. He was out in 
daylight for five hours, probing Japanese bivouacs and searching for 
papers. His patrol report reads in part:

Sighted 1 Jap washing clothes. Waited until he had finished and tailed him 
. . .  to a hut. The Jap hung out his clothes to dry and moved to the creek 
. . .  in the hut were three beds, packs, grenades and rifles in good order.
All equipment was good and one man had a brand new ground-sheet. A 
position in front o f the hut was sited to north and had overhead cover. . .



then went to river and sighted 3 Japs washing clothes . .  . returned to hut to 
search gear for documents . .  .

The first haversack opened contained only cleaning gear; while 
opening the second pack Chowne realised that a Japanese was standing 
beside him watching. “ So I was compelled to shoot him” he said later. 
“ I then withdrew.”

The 2/2nd Battalion encountered only moderate opposition when it 
pushed through to But, which fell on 17th March. The enemy retired 
towards Dagua, hotly pursued by the 2/2nd, and Dagua fell three days 
later. The enemy’s main strength was not now astride the coast road 
but in the hills to the south. The 2/2nd was given the task o f clearing 
the foothills south o f Dagua and destroying the enemy in the Jikkoku 
Pass, through which a track led inland to Wonginara Mission. The 
enemy, estimated about 200 strong, were disposed on five knolls 
commanding the razor-edged track. Artillery fire and air strikes were 
directed into the area and in the subsequent attack, four o f five enemy 
positions were taken by the 2/2nd, while the 2/3rd penetrated to the 
rear of Jikkoku Pass to clear the mission. (By 6th April the whole area 
had been consolidated.)

A history o f the 2/2nd Battalion records that those who knew 
Chowne best, believed that he would receive either a Victoria Cross or 
a white wooden one. To their lasting regret he received both.

Albert Chowne was killed on 25 March 1945 near Dagua. He was 
posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross for which the citation reads:

For most conspicuous bravery, brilliant leadership and devotion to duty 
during an attack on an enemy position on a narrow ridge near Dagua, New 
Guinea, on 25th March 1945. After the capture o f Dagua, the main enemy 
force withdrew southwards from the beach to previously prepared positions 
on the flank o f  the Division. Further movement towards Wewak was 
impossible while this threat to the flank existed and the Battalion was 
ordered to destroy the enemy force.
“A "  Company, after making contact with the enemy on a narrow ridge, was 
ordered to attack the position. The leading Platoon in the attack came under 
heavy fire from concealed enemy machine-guns sited on a small rise dominat
ing the approach. In the initial approach one member o f this Platoon was 
killed and nine wounded, including the Platoon Commander, and the enemy 
continued to inflict casualties on our troops. Without awaiting orders 
Lieutenant Chowne, whose Platoon was in reserve, instantly appreciated the 
plight o f the leading Platoon and rushed the enemy's position. Running up a 
steep, narrow track, he hurled grenades which knocked out two enemy 
Light Machine-Guns. Then, calling on his men to follow him, and firing his 
sub-machine-gun from the hip, he charged the enemy's position. Although he 
sustained two serious wounds in the chest, the impetus o f  his charge carried



him 50 yards forward under the most intense machine-gun and rifle fire. 
Lieutenant Chowne accounted for two more Japanese before he was killed 
standing over three foxholes occupied by the enemy.
The superb heroism and self-sacrifice o f this officer culminating in his death, 
resulted in the capture o f this strongly-held enemy position, ensured the 
further immediate success o f his Company in this area and paved the way 
directly for the continuance o f  the Division’s advance to Wewak.

(London Gazette, 6.10.1945.)

The enemy position which Chowne so gallantly rushed was after
wards designated ‘Chowne Knoll’ . Chowne’s Victoria Cross was the first 
awarded during this phase o f the New Guinea campaign, and also the 
first gained by a member o f  the veteran 6th Division, formed five and a 
half years previously.

Chowne Place, Chatswood and Chowne Street in the Canberra 
suburb o f Campbell are named after him.

An outstanding community effort in his home suburb came to 
fruition on 3 July 1954 when the Governor o f New South Wales, 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Northcott, officially opened the 
Lieutenant Albert Chowne Memorial Hall, in Willoughby Park, a project 
designed to serve the youth o f Willoughby.

His fiunily was represented on the occasion by a brother, C. A. 
Chowne. Representatives o f the 2 /13th and 2/2nd Battalion also 
attended and a guard o f honour was provided by the 17th/18th 
Battalion, North Shore Regiment.

The Victoria Cross and Military Medal conferred upon Albert 
Chowne were presented by the Governor-General, His Royal Highness 
the Duke o f Gloucester, to Chowne’s young widow early in 1946. He 
had married Corporal Daphne May Barton, Australian Women’s Army 
Service, on 15 May 1944. She has since remarried.

JOSEPH CRICK (1846-1922)

Three brothers, Thomas, Charles and Joseph Crick, were bom  in 
Essex, England and migrated to Australia in 1853. Joseph Crick became 
a road contractor who, in 1879, married Sarah Mena Baldry, daughter 
o f  Abel and Sarah Baldry o f Victoria Avenue. By 1882 the Rate Books 
show that Joseph Crick had a house and 3% acres on Victoria Avenue 
adjoining the Baldry’s land. Here Joseph Crick established an orchard 
o f  peaches, apples, pears, cherries and strawberries, extending along 
Victoria Avenue between Macquarie and Royal Streets. His fmit was 
taken for sale in the city by horse and cart to Milsons Point and then by 
punt across the Harbour.

Charles and Thomas Crick also each had a house and land in the area 
by 1882; Charles’ house was on seven acres in Victoria Avenue and
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Joseph Crick
(Photo lent by Mrs Reid, via Willoughby Municipal Library)

Thomas’ on 3% acres in Mitchell Street (later Macquarie Street). By 
1898 Charles Crick was living in Sydney Street between Clanwilliam 
and Fry Streets.

Joseph and Sarah Crick had four children — three daughters, Eliza, 
Laura and Louisa, and a son who did not survive infancy. Sarah Crick 
died in the mid-1890s when Louisa was four years old. In 1907 Joseph 
Crick’s orchard was subdivided and eighteen blocks auctioned. To each 
o f his daughers he gave one block. In April 1910, Eliza Crick, a dress
maker, married Frederick Hughes (1885-1942) who was bom in 
Tasmania and came to Willoughby when his sister married into the 
Forsyth family. Eliza and Frederick built a home in Victoria Avenue on 
the land given by her father. Their daughter, Freda Hughes, married 
James Reid, great-grandson o f James Reid (q.v.), an alderman o f the 
first Willoughby Council (1866).

Crick Street, Chatswood which now runs through what was Joseph 
Crick’s orchard, was named for him. At his death, Joseph was living 
with his daughter, Louisa, at his home, ‘The Lloyds’, 195 Victoria 
Avenue, now the site o f B.B.C. Hardware.
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RICHARD HAYES HARNETT, SNR (1819-1902)

One o f the most notable people involved in the early days o f 
Chatswood was Richard Hayes Harnett.

Bom at Oyster Haven, County Cork, Ireland in December 1819, 
the son o f James Fuller and Christian (nee Hayes) Harnett, Richard 
Harnett came to Australia on the China, arriving in Melbourne on 4 May 
1840. He remained there for only a few days, then came to Sydney on 
William the Fourth. Not finding satisfactory employment here, he walked 
(via Maitland) to Wellington, where he worked for several years in the 
pastoral industry. He bought cattle for resale, but in this period before 
the discovery o f gold, money was scarce and the venture failed. It is 
recorded that it was sixteen years before he received payment for one 
sale.

In 1845 he lived in Blues Point, working for Row and McNab and 
Company, General Importers. By 1847 he had become a broker with 
his own office in Hunter Street, Sydney.

This year saw his marriage to Margaret Sheehy (by whom he had ten 
children) at W oolloomooloo, where they lived at 5 Harnett Street. (He 
must have been o f some importance by that time to have a street 
named after him.)

At this time he was also a keen yachtsman and boat designer. 
On one occasion he caught a mackerel in the bay and used its 
shape to design one o f his boats. His most famous was the 
Australian, which eventually became the model for many other yachts 
on the harbour. He was one o f the original members o f the Prince 
Alfred Yacht Club.

From Harnett Street they moved up the hill to Victoria Street, 
then to Gore Hill, where they lived in 1861. On the North Shore 
Harnett became one o f the major landowners (possibly partly financed 
by the proceeds o f some legacies in Ireland). He had about 1,200 acres 
in Willoughby and a total o f about 12,000 in all. (Compare this with 
the area o f the whole o f the present municipality — about 5,300 acres.)

Many o f the landowners o f the period did not develop their holdings 
but Harnett built roads and inaugurated a ferry service across the 
harbour and a horse-bus service from Blues Point to Pymble. During 
these years he became involved in local government. In 1869 he was 
Auditor o f  the newly formed Municipal Council o f North Willoughby, 
and Mayor (the fourth) in 1871. The following years he was an 
alderman. But not all was plain sailing: in 1874 he did not pay his rates, 
and did not attend any more Council meetings. Later he transferred his 
civic interests to the new Council o f Mosman, where he was Mayor in 
1893. He owned a mansion ‘Buena Vista’, in Middle Head Road.

Harnett’s wife, Margaret had died in 1868, and in 1869 he returned 
to Melbourne where he married Charlotte MacKenzie. By 1871 they



Above: Charlotte Harnett (Chatty).
Below: Richard Harnett.

(Photos by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)
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were back in Sydney for the birth o f the first o f their six children. 
Four streets in Chatswood bear the names o f Harnett children — 
Olga, Oscar, Bertram and Stanley — but more importantly, it appears 
that Charlotte was known as Chattie, part o f his land was called 
Chattie’s Wood which eventually gave the suburb the name o f 
Chatswood.

Harnett’s interests were not only in real estate and brokerage. 
(His son called him the “ Showman o f the North Shore” .) In 1878 
he opened a quarry just above Mosman Bay; the high quality stone 
(awarded a certificate at the Sydney International Exhibition o f 1879) 
was used in Melbourne as well as in Sydney. However, the land 
became more valuable as building sites and the quarry closed 
in 1889.

On 27 May 1885 he became one o f the first trustees o f the Gore Hill 
Cemetery.

In 1884 Harnett subdivided the Willoughby Park Estate (in 
Chatswood, and not near the present Willoughby Park). In 1885 he had 
Stanley and Mitchell (now Johnson) Streets stumped and cleared; 
he himself contributed £3 per acre to Council’s costs. On 6 March 1886 
he dedicated some o f the roads and asked Council to have them pro
claimed. Council took over all the streets which were 66 feet wide. 
(For some reason the southern part o f Hercules Street remains 40 feet 
wide even to today.)

Another part o f his land was the Railway Estate — not near the train 
line but including the present Neridah and Hercules Streets. This 
estate was subdivided about 1888-89, when Richard Harnett Junior 
started selling the blocks at £2 per foot. (Up to recent years it was 
common to refer to the value o f land at so much per foot frontage, 
no matter what the depth. In the 1920s land in Holland Street was 
£10 per foot.)

It is estimated that in fifteen years about 3,000 homes were built 
on Harnett land (not only in Chatswood). This may be compared with 
only 566 properties in the Rate Book in 1882, the whole o f the present 
municipality east o f  Pacific Highway. In March 1892 he requested 
Council to stump and clear Neridah and Hercules Streets, offering to 
pay half the cost. Council agreed: it had already spent some money on 
these streets in previous years.

By 1898 Harnett’s office at 19 Hunter Street was known as the 
North Shore Land Sale Room ; Richard Junior was a mercantile broker 
at the same address.

Richard Hayes Harnett died at ‘Cummeen’ (later No. 43), Orchard 
Road on 15 November 1902. (This house had only been built about 
one year. There is now a large block o f home units on the 
site.) He was buried the following day at St Thomas’ Cemetery, North 
Sydney.



FREDERICK HENRY HOLLAND

See ‘Early Land Grants’ and ‘Oakfield’ in ‘The Houses o f East 
Chatswood’ .

NORMAN LINDSAY (1879-1969)

Australia’s great artist-sculptor, Norman Lindsay, lived in East 
Chatswood from 1908 until his departiure for England in 1910. All that 
we could find from his wife’s biography was that he lived in Clan- 
william Street in a weatherboard house with a large verandah. Also with 
him was Rose Soady, later to be his second wife.

In the period up to 1910 there were four weatherboard houses in 
Clan william Street:

1. ‘Landsboro’, owned from 1908 to 1910 by James Bell, a tanner 
(now No. 7). Descendants o f James Bell remember that it had 
been said that Lindsay lived in the western part o f Clanwilliam 
Street.

2. This also means that he did not live in the other weatherboard 
east o f Sydney Street, first called ‘Appleshaw’, later ‘Olea’ and 
then ‘Ain Geirth’ and owned 1908-1910 by Mrs E. Reid (later 
No. 13). A block o f home units is now on the site.

3. ‘Willimari’ , later ‘Derry’ owned 1908-1910 by Charles Wilson (who 
owned the two-storey house in Sydney Street). Occupied in 1908 
by R. Sands. Now No. 25 and rebuilt in brick. This house did not 
meet Rose Lindsay’s description.

4. ‘Wendover’, owned 1908-1909 by R. B. Bensley, and 1910 by 
Allen Cameron. Now No. 28 and rebuilt in brick. This house, 
before being rebuilt, was the only one which fitted the description 
given by Rose Lindsay in her book Model Wife.

Lindsay had previously stayed for short periods at the Willoughby 
Hotel. When he rented the house in Clanwilliam Street, he stabled their 
horses in Mowbray Road. After his return from England in 1912, 
Lindsay and Rose rented a house in Artarmon for six months.

WILLIAM LITHGOW (1784-1864)

William Lithgow, one-time Auditor-General o f New South Wales, 
was born in Scotland and educated for the Church. He matriculated at 
the University o f Edinburgh and became a licentiate o f the Church o f 
Scotland. As tutor to the family o f the Commissary-General he went to 
Heligoland, where a position was obtained for him in the Commissariat 
Department. In 1812 he was promoted to Mauritius, and in 1824 he 
was transferred to New South Wales as Assistant Commissary-General.

In addition to holding this post he was in November 1824 appointed
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Auditor-General o f Colonial Accounts by Governor Brisbane. He was 
private secretary to Ralph Darling during much o f that Governor’s 
term, as well as clerk o f the Executive Council during the absence o f 
Colonel Dumaresq, and a commissioner o f the Clergy and School Lands 
Corporation. Darling, who had a high opinion o f him for his “ perfect 
knowledge o f business and information on all points connected with 
official details” , permitted his election in 1826 as a director o f the 
Bank o f New South Wales but the appointment was disallowed by 
Lord Bathurst, Secretary o f State for the Colonies.

As Auditor-General, Lithgow was appointed an ex-officio member 
o f the Legislative Council in January 1829 and held the office until 
January 1843; between 1843 and 1852 he was three times re
nominated to the Council. Lithgow finally left politics in February 
1856, on the introduction o f responsible government; he had retired 
from the auditor-generalship in 1852 with a pension. Lithgow lived in 
‘St Leonards Lodge’ in West Street, North Sydney from the late 1850s 
to the early 1860s. He died at his home on 11 June 1864, leaving 
£1,000 to the University o f Sydney for founding the Lithgow scholar
ships.

Lithgow gave outstanding service to the colony for more than a 
quarter o f a century. His energy, resourcefulness and integrity rightly 
gave him a high place in public esteem, although some o f the more 
showy o f his contemporaries have tended to overshadow him in the 
annals o f his time. Lithgow Valley, where the present city o f Lithgow 
developed, was named after him.

Some time before 1854 Lithgow had purchased Archbold’s 600 
acres, with the exception o f Mr Bales’ two and a half acres north o f the 
present Victoria Avenue and J. Williams’ approximately 18 acres. 
He subdivided the land into allotments, and taking out the two above- 
mentioned blocks, as well as the total area o f the streets, 400 acres were 
put up for sale on Tuesday, 29 August 1854. The streets shown on his 
plan were Albert (now Boundary) Street, Lane Cove Road (now Pacific 
Highway), Archer, Spearman, Darling, William, Ashley, Mitchell (now 
Macquarie), Nicholson, Sydney £md Penshurst Streets (the last named 
only as far north as Ashley Street). Mowbray Street (sic) was shown, 
but broken by Williams’ land. Part o f High Street was shown but not 
named. Victoria Avenue was not then planned.

In this subdivision Lithgow donated five lots o f church reserves, 
some or all being half an acre each; none o f these have been used for 
chiurch purposes.

ERNEST JAMES THEODORE (THEO) MASHMAN (1895-1964)

Theo Mashman was bom in Willoughby, the elder son o f Henry 
Mashman (1856-1922), a local potter and Elizabeth Simpson nee
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Wieland. Theo represented the second generation o f Mashmans in 
Australia and at least the third generation o f  potters in the Mashman 
family. His grandfather, James Mashman had been a potter at Boulton’s 
Lambeth works in London. Theo’s uncles, William (1851-1912), John 
(1858-1918) and George (1869-1951), were also potters.

William and Henry Mashman migrated to Australia in 1883 and 
worked at a Maitland pottery before entering into partnership with 
James Sandison at the Victoria Pottery, in Victoria Avenue between 
Jacques and Septimus Streets, in 1885. At that time the pottery 
produced many items to meet the North Shore building boom — 
domestic stoneware, pipes, junctions, traps and chimney pots. In 1887 
John and George Mashman migrated to Australia and in the 1890s the 
Days and Sachs, Mashman relatives and all potters, also came to 
Australia. In 1892 the Mashman brothers bought Sandison out o f the 
Victoria Pottery.

Theo was educated at the Archer Street convent, at Chatswood 
Superior School and at Sydney Technical College. In 1915 he joined 
the Australian Army Medical Corps and served with the 2nd Field 
Ambulance in France. In 1922 he married Ruby Millicent Eason. 
Following the death o f his father in 1922, Theo became managing 
director o f Mashman Bros Ltd and in 1927 built a new factory on the 
site and installed American machinery. Theo Mashman helped found 
the Clay Products Association o f Australia; in 1933 he was co-founder 
o i  its raa%^zine Clay Products Journal o f Australia. A. Ungar’s article in 
the Australian Dictionary o f Biography says:

In the 1930s Theo Mashman was presented as the model, go-ahead, Australian 
manufacturer, patriotic returned serviceman and sportsman, avid motorist 
and yachtsman. He revived the firm’s interest in art-ware with a promotional 
appeal to 'Australian-made, Australian workmen, Australian artists and 
Australian clay'. With modern methods and high quality material, the new 
line o f 'Regal A rt’ ware, including ornamental bowls, vases and jugs, was to 
provide articles equal to most that could be imported and at a price the 
average housewife could afford. Artists such as Loma Latour, wife o f  
Raymond Lindsay, were employed to make Art Deco pieces. Profit, however, 
depended on the production from 1932 o f 'Bristol gloss’ ware, especially 
sanitary and lavatory ware, and from 1935 on mass production methods.
During World War II Mashman Bros fulfilled government contracts 

for essential items. In 1957 the firm merged with Doulton & Co. of 
London and in 1960 Theo Mashman, chairman o f directors, retired and 
Boultons took over the business. Theo died at his home in Newport 
in 1964 aged 69 years.

THE REV. FATHER MIRZAIAN, M.B.E., J.P. (b .l918)

Aramais Mirzaian was born in 1918 in the Iranian-Armenian village



o f Namakert in the vicinity o f New Julfa, Isfahan, Iran. After primary 
schooling in Iran he went to Calcutta to continue his education in the 
famous Armenian College and Philanthropic Academy. He had by then 
decided to enter the ministry o f  the Church. He was encoure^ed in this 
by the Armenian Church Committee and community in Calcutta who 
sent him for preliminary theological studies to the Anglican Bishops’ 
College in Calcutta and thence to the ancient Armenian Seminary o f 
St James in Jerusalem.

During a brief visit home in 1947 he married Miss Knarik 
Harouthounian and soon after was ordained to the priesthood in All 
Saviour’s Cathedral in New Julfa. He returned to Calcutta as officiating 
priest. Some ten years later His Grace Bishop Assoghig Ghazarian of 
the Armenian Diocese o f India appointed him as the Acting Prelate of 
the Far Eastern Diocese comprising Australia and New Zealand, with 
its headquarters in Sydney. Until 1966 he was in sole charge o f the fast 
growing Armenian congregation in Australia and New Zealand.

In December 1964, on the recommendation o f His Eminence the 
late Archbishop Haigazoun Abrahamian, Father Mirzaian was appointed 
Archpriest in recognition o f his faithful and devoted services to the 
Church.

From the very first day that Father Mirzaian landed in Australia he 
has been the mainstay o f the Armenian Church and Community. The 
existence o f the Church in its present glory is due, in great part, to his 
tenacious work as he has been among other things greatly instrumental 
in raising substantial funds overseas by personal appeal to benefactors. 
His services to the community have not been only by way o f spiritual 
comfort but also by providing moral and material assistance, such as 
accommodation to newcomers in his home, seeking employment for 
numerous people, helping many Armenians with their immigration 
problems and generally helping them rehabilitate in their adopted 
country.

Father Mirzaian has compiled several books about the Armenian 
diaspora in Australia and in the Far East, designed to give 
comprehensive information and guidance to the local community as 
well as to promote the Armenian identity in the Australian 
environment. These books are:

A Short Record o f  Armenian Churches in India and the Far East,
Armenians in Australia and New Zealand,
Commentary on the Armenian Apostolic Church, its Sacraments, Vestments 

and Various Religious Symbols,
Sydney Armenian Guide Book,
Armenians: A Pilgrim People in Tierra Australia,
The New Directory Book o f Armenians in Australia,
The Wandering Armenians and
The Comprehensive Armenian Address Book.



All this work has been acknowledged by his adopted country in the 
award o f the M.B.E. It might be said that Father Mirzaian is the first 
Armenian clergyman to be so highly honoured by the British Crown. 
In 1968 Father Mirzaian was the recipient o f the Jubilee Golden Medal 
o f  the Emperor o f Ethiopia and in 1977 His Imperial Majesty the 
Shahanshah o f Iran bestowed on him a high Iranian Order in 
recognition o f his devoted religious and humanitarian work, considering 
that many o f his people were Iranian-Armenians. (For further details o f 
the Armenian Church in Chatswood see ‘Churches’ in this booklet.)

THE REV. DANIEL MURPHY (d.l909)

Bom in Ireland, Daniel Murphy came to Australia in his youth. In 
1882 he entered Moore Theological College (then at Liverpool, N.S.W.) 
and was ordained deacon the same year. Admitted to full Orders in 
1884 he became curate o f St Thomas, North Sydney (then part of 
Willoughby). Later in the same year he was made incumbent of 
St Stephen’s, Willoughby.

The Reverend Daniel Murphy 
A familiar figure in the district. 

(Photo by courtesy o f St Stephen’s Church)

He first occupied a house in Mowbray Road, west o f the Church, 
and owned by Francis Stack. In 1885 he moved to George Hatton’s 
house (built in 1883 and now No. 94) in Sydney Street, a short
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distance south o f Fry Street (then called Johnson Street). In 1887 
he purchased land in Mowbray Road, between the Church and 
Francis Stack’s house and moved into the new house, ‘The Parsonage’ 
(No. 211), on this site in 1888. Here Mr Murphy remained until his 
death on 5 April 1909.

The Rev. Daniel Murphy remained a bachelor and, like many 
bachelors, was extremely fond of, and popular with, the children and 
youth o f the parish. In appearance he was o f a ruddy complexion, 
somewhat deaf, and had a beard and moustache. He was a familiar 
figure in Willoughby, noted for his pith helmet.

Mr Murphy had the foresight to purchase more land for the church, 
leaving room for expansion and enough to sell at a later date (some o f 
the building blocks in Stephen Street).

Besides the parish work, the Rev. Murphy was also active in diocesan 
affairs, especially the Board o f Missions and the Church o f England 
Temperance Society. In addition he found time to conduct missions in 
other parts of Sydney. In his will he left his whole estate for the use o f 
the Parish. The parsons^e built in his time has since been demolished.

WILLIAM THOMAS MUSTON (1842-1926)

William Thomas Muston was born at Williamstown, Victoria in 1842 
and came to New South Wales in 1875, at the mature age o f thirty- 
three. In his early days in Sydney, Muston took a leading part in the 
formation o f the Sydney Colliery Company Limited which carried out 
boring operations for the location o f coal seams in the metropolitan 
Eirea. A seam was located at Cremorne and others at North Harbour, 
Botany Bay and La Perouse. He estimated there were one million acres 
o f coal seams dipping towards the Pacific Ocean from Sydney.

Muston became a large landowner in the Municipality o f Willoughby 
(then North Willoughby) in the 1880s and took a keen and active 
interest in civic affairs, becoming an alderman in 1888 and Mayor in 
1890. He served the infant Municipality wisely and energetically up to 
1890, after which he played a less prominent role due to a serious 
accident which occurred near the end o f his term as Mayor. As Mayor, 
he succeeded in having the word ‘North’ taken out o f the name o f the 
Municipality o f North Willoughby. William Thomas Muston died on 
9 August 1926 at The Royal North Shore Hospital, in his 84th year. 
He was buried in the Anglican Section o f Rookwood Cemetery. Muston 
was survived by two sons and two daughters and a large number o f 
grandchildren; his wife, Rachael, predeceased him in 1901.

Muston owned the Royal Park Estate in Chatswood, comprising 
some 273 lots, which he bought for £100 in 1883 and sold for £27,750 
within five years. He had horse-bus stables and cattle on this estate. 
In addition, his wife owned over twenty acres which formed part o f the



Estate, a new house which stood in nine acres o f land (presumably 
‘Penshurst’ after which Penshurst Street — known up to that time as 
Prince’s Street — is named) and five acres o f pleasure groimds. William 
also owned the Havilah Estate, Chatswood, part o f  which is now 
Beauchamp Park; and the Aussie Estate in Penshurst Street near where 
he lived. In the 1880s he inaugurated a horse-bus line from Royal Park 
to Milsons Point.

In February 1885 Council instructed its clerk to write to Muston 
asking him to dedicate, in writing, land from Penshurst Street to 
William Street, Royal Park. This dedication took place on 19 March 
1885 and the street was called William Street East; later it became part 
o f William Street. In December 1888 Muston had Council ask for a 
letter box to be instadled at the corner o f Victoria Avenue and 
Penshurst Street.

The Muston home ‘Penshurst’ stood in spacious grounds in the 
hollow o f Penshurst Street, north o f Victoria Avenue (now Muston 
Park). The iron entrance gates at Willoughby Park were originally the 
entrance gates to ‘Penshurst’ which was a showplace with beautiful 
flower gardens, trees and ferns and much visited on open days by the 
general public from far and wide. Some time later, after his wife’s 
death, he built three two-storey shops on land which he owned in 
Willoughby Road near Frenchs Road, one o f which he occupied as a 
house and used for business as an estate and loan agent.

William Thomas Muston was a successful entrepreneur, capable, 
alert, with sound foresight. As a representative on Council, he was 
energetic, had management ability and progressive ideas for the further 
development o f the Municipality.

CAPTAIN JOHN BROWN PEEBLES (c. 1855-1927)

Captain Peebles was a remarkable man who achieved fame and 
perhaps a certain notoriety during his forty-four years o f Australian 
coastal pilotage. He is written up in John C. H. Foley’s Reef Pilots 
(1982) and accounts are given as to how the good captain tweaked the 
nose o f Queensland authorities over a good many years. Captain Foley 
describes him as “ one o f the most coloiurful characters”  in the history 
o f the Queensland Coast and Torres Strait Pilot Service, the longest 
single-handed pilotage service in the world. Captain Peebles and his 
family lived in Chatswood for some thirty years.

John Brown Peebles was born in Glasgow, Scotland about 1855, 
decended through his mother from the family of John Brown, the 
Scottish shipbuilders. John Peebles is reputed to have gained his 
Master’s certificate in his early twenties; before he was thirty he 
emigrated to Australia. Captain Peebles was one o f the first batch o f 
five experienced master mariners to be granted a licence by the Marine



Board o f Queensland in August 1884 to pilot vessels up and down the 
eastern seaboard o f Queenland from Brisbane to Thursday Island. 
He had been guiding ships through the Barrier Reef for a year before his 
licence was issued while working for the Eastern and Australian 
Steamship Company, his employer for many years.

In October 1889 John Peebles first incurred the wrath of the Marine 
Board by piloting a vessel southwards out o f  turn and his licence was 
suspended. He resumed duties in April 1890 when he agreed to comply 
with the Board’s instructions that Reef pilots were to take strict turns 
in pilotage. However in May 1890 Peebles’ licence was again suspended, 
again for piloting a vessel out o f turn. Peebles returned his licence to 
the Board in disgust when it was revoked. In July 1890, without a 
licence, Peebles piloted a vessel north from Sydney. He was found 
guilty and fined but successfully appealed and the Marine Board lifted 
his suspension. All was quiet for a few years, during which time Peebles 
built ‘The Anchorage’ (q.v.) in Johnson Street, Chatswood for his wife, 
Jane.

In March 1897 the Board E^ain cancelled Peebles’ licence; he was 
having a nap on the bridge o f the Japanese steamer Yamashiro Mam when 
it grounded on Tarradice Shoal near Cape Direction. Peebles made two 
appeals against the cancellation and continued his applications for re
appointment; he also continued piloting vessels up and down the coast. 
In June 1901 Peebles advised the Marine Board that he had been 
engaged as a Reef Pilot for ships o f the German Australian Line and the 
Board issued him a year’s licence, for that company only, in 1902.

Captain Peebles is believed to have been seconded by the British 
Admiralty to assist the Japanese with naval procedures during the 
Russo-Japanese War (1904-05). Back in Australia, he was granted a 
general hcence once again in 1905. In that same year his wife died. 
For his new wife, Rosalie Lister-Readett (1886-1960), Captain Peebles 
built ‘Hythe’ (q.v.), next door to ‘The Anchors^e’ in Johnson Street. 
John and Rosalie’s three children were born between 1913 and 1920; 
his two boys began their education at Mowbray House School in 
Mowbray Road.

During World War I (1914-18) Peebles was a Lt-Commander in 
the R.A.N. Reserve and, according to his son John Francis Peebles, 
was aboard H.M.A.S. Sydney during its encounter with the Emden in No
vember 1914. For the rest o f the war. Captain Peebles mastered vessels 
o f  the coahng fleet and after the war resumed his duties with the Pilot 
Service. His next recorded exploit was in 1920. Now aged about sixty- 
five, he volunteered to co-pilot a newly acquired 35 ft launch from 
Brisbane to Thursday Island where it was to be used to ferry pilots to 
and from vessels. It was a long pilotage, requiring frequent port calls 
for fuel.

Considering that he was born about 1855 and that his two sons are
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both hale and hearty in 1988, it would seem that age never deterred the 
captain in any sphere o f his life. Older residents can remember him 
coming home on leave, arriving home from Chatswood Station in a 
horse-drawn cab. John Brown Peebles never retired, still at the wheel in 
his early seventies. He died at another Chatswood house, at 38 Archer 
Street (now demolished), in 1927. In 1979 his name was given to a 
shoal in Endeavour Strait to commemorate one o f the few pilots to 
have had an appreciable amount o f experience o f the waters in the area. 
His two fine houses still stand in Johnson Street, Chatswood.

THE REID FAMILY

James Reid was bom  in 1886 at Knockadoo, County Derry, Ireland, 
the son o f John Reid, a farmer, and his wife Sarah. He arrived in the 
colony o f New South Wales on 3.10.1840 per Lord Weston as a bounty 
emigrant with his wife Mary, nee Barker and daughter Sarah Ann who 
had been born at sea near the Cape o f Good Hope.

The family settled in the Lane Cove area for some years before James 
purchased two lots. Nos 30 and 34, in Sydney Street, Willoughby from 
William Lithgow in November 1854. James was a farmer and orchardist 
and with a large family became involved in community activities. 
In 1863 he was a member o f the Supervisory Committee o f North 
Sydney School (later Willoughby School), a non-vested school with 
Mrs Eliza Davey o f the Bush Missionary Society in charge. In May 
1865 he was one o f the Petitioners for the Incorporation o f a 
Municipality and was elected a member o f the first Council.

Unfortunately, in April 1866 James’ wife Mary died suddenly 
(leaving him with ten children, the youngest being only five years o f 
age). They had had twelve children but two predeceased their mother. 
His two eldest children Were now married, Sarah Ann (Sally) to Jacob 
Holland and John, a stonemason, to Charlotte Green, and no doubt 
they helped look after the younger children — Henry, Jane, Eliza, 
Margaret, Mary, James, Robert and Louisa. (Mary, bom in 1852 is 
thought to have been the first white child born in Willoughby.)

It is recorded in Council Minutes that in November 1866 James 
proposed and it was then resolved “ that tenders be called for erecting 
a bridge over the creek at North Sydney”  — Flat Rock. The bridge was 
subsequently built but James did not stand for re-election to Council.

In 1871 he was a foundation member o f the Congregational Church 
situated in Penshurst Street, north o f Laurel Street. In May 1875, 
acting in his position as a Trustee o f  North Sydney School 
(Willoughby), with Thomas McClelland he transferred to the Council o f 
Education a portion o f land in Penshurst Street for the nominal amount 
o f ten shillings.

On 20 January 1876 James Reid died o f heart disease at the age o f



sixty years. He was buried at the Chatswood South Wesleyan Cemetery 
by his friend, the Rev. Joseph Cullen. In his thirty-six years in the 
colony, James contributed with other pioneers to the growth o f the 
North Shore. Many of his descendants are still living in the area.

James Reid’s youngest son, Robert G. ( ‘Barney’) Reid lived all his 
life in Willoughby and was the father o f Harold, Town Clerk o f the 
Municipality who died on 28 June 1984. Harold served on the staff of 
Willoughby Council for fifty-three years, finishing as Town Clerk. 
From his retirement until his death he headed the Senior Citizens’ 
Committee. Harold Reid Reserve, overlooking Middle Harbour, is 
named after him. James’ second son, Henry, who at that time lived at 
Castlereagh, bought a block o f land in Sydney Street (actually part o f 
his father’s original purchase from the Lithgow Estate) in the early 
1880s, and later bought the house next on the north, ‘Sunnyside’ , 
now No. 94 Sydney Street (q.v.). This house, built for George Hatton 
in 1884 is one o f the oldest homes in the Municipality. Several 
members o f the Reid family married into other pioneering families, 
including the Wilsons, Hollands, Hawksleys and Etheringtons.

JOHN WATERHOUSE, M.A. (1852-1940) AND FAMILY

John Waterhouse, M.A. lived in ‘Caimleith’ , 13 Archer Street, 
Chatswood for forty-four years. He was born in Campbell Town, 
Tasmania, second of the seven sons o f Jabez Bunting Waterhouse 
(1821-1891) and Maria Augusta, nee Bode. Jabez Waterhouse was the 
son o f John Waterhouse, general superintendent o f the Wesleyan 
Methodist Mission in Australia and Polynesia, who had arrived in 
Hobart with his faroüy in 1839. Jabez also became a Wesleyan minister 
Emd in 1855 was appointed to serve in South Australia; in 1864 he was 
transferred to New South Wales.

In 1864, the twelve-year-old John Waterhouse was enrolled at 
Newington College. On completion o f his secondary schooling he 
commenced as a pupil-teacher at Newington. In 1872 he obtained his 
B.A. degree in Classics from Sydney University and his M.A. in 1875. 
In the ensuing years John Waterhouse became Classics Master at 
Newington and deputy headmaster to Joseph Coates. In 1880 he 
married New Zealand-born Hephzibah Lawry, daughter o f a Wesleyan 
minister, the Rev. Henry Hassall Lawry, and Hephzibah, nee Forsaith. 
Through her father, Hephzibah Waterhouse was descended from two 
other Wesleyan ministers; her grandfather was the Rev. Walter Lawry, 
missionary in Tonga and New Zealand, and her great-grandfather was 
Rowland Hassall, missionary in Tahiti in 1797.

In 1883 Joseph Coates was appointed as the first headmaster of 
Sydney High School, the first N.S.W. State high school, then in 
Elizabeth Street, Sydney. He was imable to take up his position until



1884 so from October to December 1883 his deputy, John Waterhouse, 
became acting headmaster o f Sydney High School. At the beginning 
o f 1884, John Waterhouse became the first headmaster o f the second 
N.S.W. State high school to be opened, at Maitland, thus achieving the 
distinction o f being the first headmaster o f the first two State high 
schools in New South Wales. He was also an amateur geologist and 
while in Maitland passed his geological observations on to his friend 
Edgeworth David, thus paving the way for the discovery o f major coal 
seams in the area He remained at Maitland until he was appointed 
Inspector of Schools, based at Dungog, in 1889.

In October 1894, Hephzibah Waterhouse with their three-year-old 
daughter, Heppy, sailed on the Wairarappa for New Zealand to visit her 
relatives. The ship foundered o ff the New Zealand coast during a 
storm; both Hephzibah and Heppy were drowned. John Waterhouse 
was left with five children aged from one to ten years old. In January 
1896 he was moved to Lithgow, during which time he and the children 
lived at Wdlerawang.

In July 1896 John Waterhouse was appointed as the second head
master o f Sydney High School, which had by then been moved to 
Mary Ann Street, Ultimo. A few months earlier he had bought 
‘Cairnleith’ (q.v.) in Archer Street from George S. Wade o f Wade’s 
Cornflour. The Waterhouse family were the first occupants o f the 
house, on land which extended down to Johnson Street and across to 
Hercules Street. In January 1901 John Waterhouse remarried, to his 
wife’s sister, Elizabeth Anna Lawry.

Waterhouse had taken over Sydney High School at an important time 
in the school’s life and he remained headmaster until his retirement in 
1915. In the centenary history o f the school, K. J. Cable says, “ By 
1900 Waterhouse had restored the fortvmes and renewed the spirit o f 
Sydney High . . .  To considerable experience, he added a kindliness 
and understanding that few masters could equal. The massive 
moustache might seem forbidding but the bright, keen eyes revealed a 
man o f sensibility and humour . . . The staff-room felt his moral 
influence and his reforming zeal. But Waterhouse was never priggish or 
aloof. He had developed a friendliness and wit that countered his 
Puritanism and moral rigidity. He was a firm friend o f merit and 
misfortime. He fought hard to allow boys in poor circumstances to 
remain at the School . . .  He made the widest provision for bursaries 
and made systematic use o f loopholes in official regulations to gain 
concessions for necessitous pupils. By 1900, far more students were 
receiving free or cheap tuition than the strict letter o f the law allowed 
. . . His discipline was sound and strict, his teaching thorough and 
systematic. But he tempered these traits with humour and tolerance, 
with kindness and understanding. It was this conjunction o f quite 
different elements in Waterhouse’s personality which made him a great



headmaster and the right man to conduct the High School in its most 
difficult years.”  It was he who established the prefect system at Sydney 
High and in his memory the John Waterhouse Prize has been awarded 
annually since 1916 by the Old Boys’ Union to the prefect who is 
judged, according to the rules, to have most ‘character’ .

John Waterhouse died at ‘Caimleith’ in March 1940 at the age o f 
eighty-eight. He is buried in Northern Suburbs Cemetery. He had five 
surviving children by Hephzibah and one by Elizabeth Anna, all o f 
whom grew up in Chatswood: John Henry Lawry Waterhouse (1884- 
1942); Lionel Lawry Waterhouse (1885-1972); Walter Lawry 
Waterhouse (1887-1969); Olive Lawry Waterhouse (1889-1978); Jabez 
Leonard Lawry Waterhouse (1893-1971) and Anna Lawry Waterhouse, 
bom 1901.

John Henry Lawry Waterhouse, F.R.G.S., F.R.A.I. went to New 
Britain and the Solomon Islands when he was in his late twenties as a 
teacher employed by the New Guinea Administration. He returned 
regularly to ‘Caimleith’ when on leave. In 1937 he married Dorothy 
Dowling o f Dungog.

Lionel Lawry Waterhouse, B.E. (known as ‘Lawry’) was educated at 
Chatswood Primary School, Sydney High School and Sydney 
University where he graduated in Civil Engineering. About 1908 he 
became Assistant Geologist to the Tasmanian Government and spent 
several years on the Tasmanian goldfields and the west coast; he is 
credited with the discovery o f scheelite on King Island. In October 
1914 and back in Chatswood, he married Elsie May Hurst, a local girl 
whose family had moved to Chatswood in the early 1900s and lived on 
the Pacific Highway and later in Archer and Tulip Streets. Lawry 
became a member o f the Gordon Cricket Club. Professor Edgeworth 
David, under whom Lawry had studied, recommended him for a 
lectureship in geology at Sydney University in 1917. From 1918 to 
1920 Lawry and his family returned to ‘Caimleith’ to live during his 
father’s absence overseas and in 1920 bought their own home just a 
block away at 42 Archer Street; the family was to live there for more 
than forty years. Lawry Waterhouse became Reader in Geology at 
Sydney University until deciding to specialise in economic geology. 
In this capacity he acted as consultant to the Water Board and was 
responsible for resiting the Warragamba Dam further upstream from 
the original and faulty site chosen. He also acted as consultant to the 
Dept o f Main Roads, particularly in relation to landslips on the near 
South Coast, and was consultant for the excavation o f Cockatoo 
Dock. He left Chatswood about 1964 when his house was sold and 
demolished for home units.

Walter Lawry Waterhouse, C.M.G. 1955, M.C., D.Sc.Agr., D.I.C., 
H.D.A., F.A.I.A.S., F.A.A. was educated at Chatswood Public School, 
Sydney High School, Sydney University, Hawkesbury Agricultural
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College and the Imperial College o f Science and Technology in 
London. As a young man he was superintendent o f the Sunday School 
at Chatswood South Methodist Church. In World War I he served in 
Egypt and France, receiving the Military Cross in 1916, was wounded 
and invalided back to Australia. In 1918 he received the Walter and 
Eliza Hall Agricultural Research Fellowship. From 1921 to 1937 he 
lectured at Sydney University in Plant Pathology, Plant Breeding and 
Genetics and Agricultural Botany. He became Reader in Agriculture in 
1937, Research Professor o f Agriculture from 1946 to 1952 and 
Professor Emeritus from 1953. Walter Waterhouse was a world-famous 
wheat breeder and plant pathologist and geneticist, the holder o f many 
prestigious awards and the author o f numerous articles in scientific 
journals. He moved from ‘Cairnleith’ after his marriage in 1924 to 
Dorothy Blair Hazlewood o f Epping, a member o f an old Chatswood 
family.

Olive Lawry Waterhouse married the Rev. R. C. Oakley in 1912. 
Her husband became an A.I.F. padre during World War I and she served 
as a voluntary aid with the A.I.F. in Egypt. When in her sixties she 
returned to Willoughby Municipality, living in Artarmon and 
Willoughby until her death in 1978. Her son. Dr Donald Waterhouse 
Oakley, set up practice with his wife in Mowbray Road West near 
Centennial Avenue in the 1950s after service in the 2nd A.I.F. and as a 
medical officer in India. He died in 1982.

Jabez Leonard Lawry Waterhouse (known as Leo) joined the A.I.F. 
during World War I when in his early twenties. While in England he 
transferred to the Royal Flying Corps, staying with the Corps until the 
end of the war. He became a mechanical engineer, married in England 
and lived at Shrewsbury. He never returned to Australia.

Anna Lawry Waterhouse was born at ‘Cairnleith’ in 1901 and lived 
there until the house was sold in 1940. She was a house mistress at 
Annesley School and at other times held positions concerned with 
caring for people. She returned to the Willoughby area in the mid- 
1960s and now lives at Belrose. She is now 86, the only surviving child 
o f John Waterhouse o f ‘Cairnleith’.

Lionel Lawry and Elsie Waterhouse had two sons, both o f whom 
grew up in Chatswood and attended Chatswood Public School. The 
elder, John David Walter Waterhouse, A.A.I.I., born 1917 at Roseville, 
is an ornithologist and noted bird photographer. He attended North 
Sydney Boys’ High School, worked in Albury for a while and in 1937 
joined the Royal Australian Ornithologists Union o f which he is still 
a member and served as councillor 1951-58. In 1943, while serving with 
the A.I.F. in World War II, he discovered the first breeding record o f 
the Little Tern in Egypt. Also in 1943 he married Betty Bryant; at the 
end o f the war, he and his wife moved to Lindfield where they have 
lived ever since. In 1946 John D. W. Waterhouse became a member o f
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the Royal Zoological Society o f N.S.W., holding the offices o f 
councillor 1954, Hon. Secretary 1958-60 and President 1960-62. 
His published articles include ‘The Variegated Wren’, ‘Vocal Mimicry 
o f the Brown Thornhill’ and ‘The Black Honeyeater’ . He continues to 
have articles published in scientific and general journals and still works 
on archival material for the Australian Museum. His younger brother, 
Gordon Lawry Waterhouse, J.P., M.I.I.E., A.I.R.E.E.-Lic.M., A.I.I.M., 
M.P.I.A. was born in 1929 at 42 Archer Street where he lived until the 
mid-1950s. After leaving Sydney High School he specialised in 
electronics and lived and worked in Queensland for a time. He now lives 
in Wahroonga and is director o f an electronics firm.

Professor E. G. Waterhouse o f ‘Eryldene’, Gordon and his brother. 
Dr G. A. Waterhouse, engineer and entomologist, were nephews of 
John Waterhouse o f ‘Cairnleith’.

FRANCIS WEBB (1925-1973)

Francis Charles Web-Wagg (generally known as Frank Webb), 
regarded as a major Australian poet, was born in Adelaide on 
8 February 1925. His parents were Claude and Hazel (nee Foy) Webb- 
Wagg. Francis was the third child and only son in a family o f four. 
His father, a musician and music teacher, was operating a music studio 
and a piano-importing business in Adelaide when his son was bom.

After their mother’s death in April 1927, and in accordance with the 
wishes o f their father who became unable to care for the children, 
Frank and his sisters came to live with their paternal grandparents. 
Captain and Mrs Charles Webb, at ‘Victoria’ (q.v.), 15 Johnson Street, 
Chatswood. Frank attended the Catholic school emd lived happily in 
Chatswood until he was eighteen and from his grandparents gained a 
lifelong interest in books, music and the sea. In 1943 he joined the 
R.A.A.F. and trained as a wireless air gunner in Canada. After the war 
he began an Arts course at Sydney University but returned to Canada in
1947 and thence to England. He was back in Australia from 1950 until 
1953; he then returned to England for seven years, spending much o f 
that time receiving treatment for schizophrenia. The treatment 
continued on his final return to Australia in 1960.

Francis Webb, who never married, died while a voluntary patient in 
Rydalmere Hospital, Sydney, o f a coronary occlusion on 23 November 
1973. He was buried in Grave 453, Section 8, Catholic Lawn Cemetery, 
Northern Suburbs. His memorial includes a line from his own poem 
‘The Stations’ : “ Sunset hails a rising.”

Frank Webb’s published works are A Drum for Ben Boyd, first publish
ed and illustrated by Norman Lindsay in the Bulletin and which won the
1948 Grace Leven Prize for Poetry, Leichhardt in Theatre (1952), Birthday 
(1953), verse-plays for radio presentation, Socrates and Other Poems



(1961), which includes ‘Eyre All Alone’ , and his final volume The Ghosts 
o f  the Cock (1964), another radio verse-play and includes ‘Ward Two’ 
set in Parramatta psychiatric centre. His Collected Poems was published in 
1969.

Webb was posthumously awarded the Christopher Brennan award by 
the Fellowship of Australian Writers. The September 1975 edition o f 
Poetry Australia was a Francis Webb commemorative issue. The Refer
ence Section o f Willoughby Municipal Library at Chatswood is named 
in his memory and the Library holds his small collection o f Victorian 
oil paintings.

THE WILSON FAMILY

This was one o f the earliest families with large land holdings in 
Willoughby. The earliest extant Rate Book (1873) shows Charles Wilson 
owning two blocks o f 3V2 acres each. In 1874 Edwin Wilson also owned 
a house and land.

By 1882 Charles had 2V2 acres and a house in or near Sydney Street 
(probably in the western half o f Clanwilliam Street, and going back 
almost to Stanley Street). Edwin owned a house and land, probably in 
Sydney Street towards Victoria Avenue. J. B. Wilson and J. L. C. 
R 2inkin had 365 acres in 13 grants near Middle Harbour and Wilson 
and Cavill had 149 acres in three grants. Other partnerships were 
J. B. Wilson and G. S. Caird. Thomas Wilson had four lots in Reserve 
Road.

Charles Wilson was an orchardist, and at one time also an alderman 
o f  Council. In 1883 he built the two-storey house still standing at 
142 Sydney Street, one o f the proven oldest houses in East Chatswood. 
The next year he had a butcher’s shop and stables further south, about 
the location o f the present shops at 80-84 Sydney Street. This shop was 
demohshed in the 1920s.

* *

POSTSCRIPT

Local history, like family history, is never complete. There is always the discovery 
of some previously unknown newspaper article, letter or photograph; casual 
conversation with another person may bring out another lead on a subject which 
seemed hopeless a short time ago. The search goes on but the interest never wanes 
— in fact the further one delves, the more one is caught by the ‘bug’. Much to 
my surprise, while researching this booklet, I found in some old newspapers (1915) 
references to my own father, who at that time worked for the Willoughby Council. 
So I say to all my readers, join in the search, and ‘happy hunting’.
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CURRENCY AND MEASUREMENT

Rather than suggesting — by conversion into metric currency — that money had the 
same buying power today as it had in past years, cash amounts in this book have 
been left in their original form of pounds, shillings and pence (e.g. 10 pounds 
12 shillings and 6 pence would be written as £10.12. 6). Contemporary units of 
measurement have also been retained.

CURRENCY

12d (12 pence) = Is (one shilling) = 10c
20s (20 shillings) = £1 (1 pound) = $2
21s = 1 guinea $2.1

WEIGHT

16 ounces = 1 pound = .453 kilograms
14 pounds = 1 stone = 6.342 kilograms
8 stone = 1 hundredweight = 50.736 kilograms
20 hundredweight = 1 ton — 1.02 tonnes

LENGTH

1 inch = 25.4 millimetres
12 inches = 1 foot = 305 millimetres
3 feet = 1 yard = 914 millimetres
22 yards = 1 chain = 20.13 metres
10 chains = 1 furlong = 201.30 metres
8 furlongs = 1 mile 1.61 kilometres

AREA

4840 square yards = 1 acre = .405 hectares
640 acres = 1 square mile 259.2 hectares
1 square foot = .093 square metres

VOLUME

1 cubic foot = .283 cubic metres or
28.316 litres

1 cubic yard = .765 cubic metres
1 gallon = 4.546 litres
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