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THE PROJECT

In 1983, under Section 530A o f the Local Government Act o f 1919, as amended, 
the Willoughby Municipal Council established a Willoughby Bicentennial 
Community Committee to manage, on a voluntary basis. Council’s involvement in 
Australia’s Bicentenary celebrations in 1988. It comprised members o f the 
community and representatives o f Council. The Committee set up several 
subcommittees within its infrastructure, including a ‘Community History Projects 
Subcommittee’ which unanimously decided to compile historical booklets on each 
o f  the nine suburbs in the present-day Municipality o f Willoughby; locality 
boundaries to be local government boundaries irrespective o f postcodes. An 
exception was made for the booklet on Chatswood West in favour o f the 
boundaries o f the West Ward.

Work on the project commenced in 1984 and was undertaken by five members 
working independently on separate booklets — Nancy Booker, Vince Egan, Esther 
Leslie, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch. Each member had power to coopt 
assistance. Regular meetings o f the Subcommittee were held at which adminis
trative and financial matters, in the main, were dealt with. It is hoped that each 
booklet will be seen as a contribution to any comprehensive and authoritative 
history o f  the Municipality that may be written in the future and not in itself as a 
complete history o f the suburb/ward; the latter scope was never the intention o f 
the Subcommittee and neither time nor resources would have allowed such detailed 
and in-depth research.

The project was endorsed by Willoughby Council and by the New South Wales 
Bicentennial Council; publication costs have been shared by the Australian 
Bicentennial Authority and Willoughby Council under the Authority’s ‘Local 
Government Initiative Grants Program’ . Eight booklets have been published. They 
are: Artarmon, Castle Cove/Middle Cove, Castlecrag, Chatswood East, Chatswood 
West Ward, Naremburn, Northbridge and Willoughby. Each compiler takes 
responsibility for the accuracy o f facts, within the limits o f the available research 
resources and for any viewpoints which may have been expressed. Any additional 
or variant information would be welcomed and should he forwarded to the 
compiler c /o  Willoughby Municipal Council.

J Z -
Esther Leslie

Convener, Community History Projects Subcommittee
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PREFACE

It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 
eight Community Histories o f  Willoughby 
and to commend all those responsible 
fo r  the necessary research, comprehensive 
preparation and their publication.
Many people are interested and fascinated 
by our social history and /  am certain the 
local history contained within these 
booklets will add to this interest. It will 
certainly extend our knowledge o f  our 
immediate surroundings and bring better 
understanding to the origins and meanings o f  the streets and their 
names, so that they will becom e significant, as will the names o f  our 
parks and other landmarks.
The booklets also contain information about our local residents and 
provide a fund o f  information for  those wishing to learn more about 
those who have had an influence on our Municipality.
The Bicentennial Project therefore is a fine way o f  celebrating this 
important event, particularly in Willoughby, which was first established 
as a Municipality in 1865, and which has a wealth o f  history to 
celebrate.
The Project itself is a heavy and intensive undertaking fo r  a local group 
and I  publicly acknowledge the major role played by Esther Leslie as 
Convener o f  the Project and thank both her and her co-authors Nancy 
Booker, Vince Egan, Grace Warner and Eric Wilksch for  their efforts.
I  hope you  enjoy, as I  have, the histories and the opportunities they 
present to learn more about our past.

Willoughby Municipal Council, 
Civic Centre, Chatswood.
July 1988

Noel A. Reidj 
MAYOR
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WILLOUGHBY

Origin o f the name o f the Parish, Suburb and 
Municipality o f Willoughby

By the 1820s, much attention was focused on the problem o f how 
to improve the overall administration o f the vast colony o f  New South 
Wales, with particular reference to land. To facilitate identification 
and development o f areas, the Secretary o f State in England instructed 
the Governor o f New South Wales to divide the Colony into Counties, 
Hundreds and Parishes. The Surveyor-General o f New South Wales 
completed his survey and map o f nineteen counties in 1834.

In 1835 the Governor, Sir Richard Bourke, issued a Proclamation in 
Government Gazette No. 169 “ erecting the County o f Cumberland and 
dividing same into Hundreds and Piirishes” . It covered an area o f over 
1,600 square miles and each Hundred was approximately 100 square 
miles. One o f these Hundreds was the Hundred o f Packenham which 
was later divided into five Parishes, each roughly 25 square miles — 
Broken Bay, Narrabeen, Manly Cove, Gordon and Willoughby.

It is generally accepted that the Parishes o f Willoughby and Gordon, 
in the Hundred o f Packenham, in the County o f Cumberland, were 
named by the then Surveyor-General, Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell, 
after his friend and superior Army officer in the Peninsular War, 
Sir James Willoughby Gordon. Many o f the places named by Mitchell 
relate to the Peninsular War.

Later, the suburb o f Willoughby and the Municipality o f  Willoughby 
(both o f which were originally cedled North Willoughby) were named 
after the Parish o f Willoughby.

No map compiled before Mitchell’s period as Surveyor-General 
(1828-1855) shows the names Willoughby and Gordon but the 
1848 Geographical Dictionary and Gazetteer of the Australian Colonies by W. H. 
Wells describes both Willoughby and Gordon as Parishes in the Hundred 
o f Packenham in the County o f Cumberland.

(Acknowledgment is made to the late Mr W. C. Foster, M.A., F.R.A.H.S., 
whose research findings were made available by courtesy o f the Geographical 
Names Board o f N.S.W.)
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SIR JAMES WILLOUGHBY GORDON (1773-1851)

Sir James Willoughby Gordon was bom in England in 1773, the son 
o f Captain Francis Grant, R.N., who had taken the surname Gordon in 
1768 (pursuant to the will o f his maternal uncle, James Gordon, o f 
Moor Place, Hertfordshire) and become Captain Francis Grant Gordon. 
Captain Grant Gordon married Mary, daughter o f  Sir Willoughby 
Aston, Bart, o f Aston, Shropshire, after whom their son James was 
named.

James joined the army as a ten year old ensign and progressed 
through commissioned ranks to General (1841). He was created a 
Baronet in 1818 and Knight Grand Cross o f the Bath (G.C.B.) in 1831. 
In 1805 he married Julia Lavinia Bennet, an heiress o f Beckenham, 
Kent.

During his career he held many important positions, mainly staff, 
and served in the West Indies, Gibraltar, Jamaica, North America and 
the Peninsular War under Wellington. He was Quartermaster-General o f 
the Forces, at the Horse Guards, from August 1811 until his death in 
his villa in the grounds o f Chelsea Hospital on 4 January 1851.

According to one historian, Sir James Willoughby Gordon was “ an 
office-soldier, a capable and indefatigable organiser” , although 
somewhat lacking in field-service. He has also been described as 
humourless, interfering, overbearing, pretentious and indiscreet.

At one stage in the Peninsular War he was the superior officer o f 
Captain Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Livingston Mitchell, military 
surveyor, and wrote one o f the letters o f introduction which Mitchell 
presented to Governor Darling on his arrival in Sydney. Evidence also 
exists that Sir James and Sir Thomas became friends and corresponded 
regularly.

SIR THOMAS LIVINGSTON MITCHELL (1792-1855)

Major Thomas Livingston Mitchell arrived in New South Wales in 
1827 to take up the position o f Deputy Surveyor-General to John 
Oxley. He was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1838.

Sir Thomas Livinston Mitchell, the Surveyor-General o f  New South Wales 
from 1828 to his death in 1855, was a major figure in the development o f  
the Australian colonies in the nineteenth century. His influence was remark
able in both its breadth and the length o f  its tenure. The breadth o f  this 
influence ranges from exploration to surveying to road building and bridge 
construction.
As an explorer, Mitchell led four major expeditions into the interior, includ
ing the Australian Felix expedition o f  1836 in which large verdant areas o f  
current day Victoria were discovered.
As a surveyor, Mitchell substantially increased both the internal efficiency



o f  the Surveyor-General’s department and the amount o f  land surveyed; he 
also developed the first detailed Map o f  the Nineteen Counties surrounding 
Sydney.
As a road builder and supervisor o f  bridge construction, Mitchell oversaw the 
laying ou t o f  many miles o f  roads including three major ones from Sydney — 
the Great North Road, the Great South Road and the Great West Road. 
Each o f  these roads played an important role in opening up large areas o f  
New South Wales for further settlement.
Mitchell’s zeal for life was manifested in many areas beyond exploration, 
surveying and road building. His other interests, to name a few, included 
fossil mammalian research, poetry and mechanical and scientific arts.
He died in Sydney in 1855.
(Quotes, by permission, from the Introduction o f  William C. Foster’s book. 
Sir Thomas Livingston Mitchell and his world 1792-1855, published by The 
Institution o f  Surveyors, N.S.W. Incorporated 1985.)

NORTHBRIDGE

Origin o f  the name

Northbridge was so named for one o f two reasons:

(a) The original Suspension Bridge, completed 1892, now 
Cammeray Bridge, was privately constructed to give access 
to the Middle Harbour peninsulas where landowners were 
anxious to subdivide and sell their land. Northbridge was the 
name given to the suburb planned to be built on the first 
peninsula north o f the Suspension Bridge.

(b) The suburb would be adjacent to the Suspension Bridge which 
some people had referred to as the North Bridge, since it was 
the first bridge north o f Sydney Harbour.

Research indicates that the suburb was named in 1913 by the New 
North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited which 
owned most o f the land.





INTRODUCTION

The making o f the suburb o f Northbridge: an outline 

PERIOD TO 1913

Evidence exists that the Camaraigals (various spellings), an Aboriginal 
family group o f the Ku-ring-gai tribe (q.v.), had roamed through the 
bushland and fished along the foreshores o f Middle Harbour up to the 
1820s. Some were seen by Governor Phillip and members o f his admin
istrative staff when they paid a brief exploratory visit to Middle 
Harbour, in search o f arable land and a source o f water supply, some 
three months after the arrival o f the First Fleet in Port Jackson in 
January 1788. As the steep slopes and rugged terrain showed no 
potential for alleviating these most pressing needs o f the infant 
colony, administrative officials paid no further attention to the Middle 
Heirbour area.

The first Crown grant was made in 1837 at what is now Clive Park 
(see ‘Albert Town Estate’ ), and the second in 1848 at Fig Tree Point. 
Until then, the whole Northbridge peninsula was virgin Crown land — 
isolated, very rugged and rocky, covered with an abundance o f wild- 
flowers but only a shallow depth o f  soil. There were few pockets o f tall 
timber. The peninsula remained undisturbed until the public auctions 
o f 1855 and 1856 when all remaining land was sold by the Crown. 
Research reveals there were no Aborigines living their traditional life
style by then. They had moved further inland or, more likely, had been 
exterminated by disease, poverty and killings. Most o f the evidence o f 
their habitation has been lost but middens (Aboriginal rubbish heaps), 
partly covered in soil, are still a common sight. Tracks which the 
Aborigines may have made through the undergrowth would have been 
erased with the passage o f years; tracks existing when the land grants 
were made, and which were forerunners o f some roads, were most 
likely made by timber-getters and wood-gatherers using horse and 
cart or by pleasure seekers from the neighbouring areas.

In dividing the peninsula into some thirty-eight surveyed Portions, 
ranging in area from approximately six to twenty acres, the Crown 
followed the traditional method o f subdivision i.e. north and south 
from the ridge which today’s Sailors Bay Road traverses.
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Although Northbridge did not exist by name until 1913 and settle
ment did not begin with any impetus until after that date, the area can 
claim some ties with the events o f 1865 which gave birth to the 
Municipality o f North Willoughby (changed in 1890 to Municipality o f 
Willoughby) in that Henry Hocken Bligh (mentioned below) was one o f 
the signatories to a petition, signed by sixty-seven householders resident 
in the Rural District o f Willoughby, for the erection o f their locality 
into a Municipality. Hugh Harón, great-grandfather o f E. J. Harón o f 
Woonona Road, Northbridge was another signatory, and James William 
Bligh, the recipient o f seventeen Crown grants on the Northbridge 
peninsula, became the Municipality’s first Chairman o f Coimcil and was 
re-elected in 1866 and 1867. (The title ‘Chairman’ was changed to 
‘Mayor’ in 1868.)

The first known residents on the peninsula were:
• Henry Hocken Bligh (q.v.), one o f the pioneer landowners, who 

later built a house on his grant and lived there from the early 
1860s for maybe nine years. He became an alderman and was 
Mayor o f Willoughby in 1869 and 1871.

• William Lenty Twemlow (q.v.), who lived at ‘The Hermitage’ , 
Fig Tree Point, from about the mid-1870s until his death in 
1909. Twemlow used the waterway daily to journey to his 
business in the city.

• Mrs Jane Harvey, Caroline (Mrs John) Sands, Mrs Sweeney 
and Mrs Adams, who successively lived at the north-eastern 
end o f Sailors Bay Road, on Spencer’s grant (western side, it is 
thought) which was known in their time as Albert Town Estate. 
Occupation covered the period 1882 to 1914.
(See ‘The First Residents on Northbridge Peninsula’ .)

In early 1877, Middle Harbour as such received widespread mention 
in local and overseas newspapers when ‘the Australian Blondin’, Henri 
(Harry) L ’Estrange (q.v.) crossed Long Bay by tightrope. Many 
thousands o f the spectators who came in chartered boats from Circular 
Quay to witness the stunt would have been introduced to the beauty 
o f Middle Harbour and its foreshores for the first time. In addition, the 
newspaper accounts highlight the general excitement and colourful 
pageantry which accompanied unusual happenings in the 1870s.

In 1877 Council decided to request the Government to survey and 
proclaim ‘Sailors Bay Road’, the ridge road leading to Sailors Bay. 
The road, together with Tunks and Bligh Streets, both o f which were 
on the North St Leonards Estate, were assessed in 1882.

The 1880s were significant years in the history o f land ownership on 
the Northbridge peninsula, due to the rapid expansion o f the Sydney 
metropolis and the subsequent land sales boom. Almost without 
exception the original grantees sold their land and the new owners 
resold within a relatively short time to the North Sydney Investment



and Tramway Company Limited or the North Shore and Middle 
Harbour Land Company Limited. These companies bought up land 
preparatory to the building o f a Willoughby and Gordon Tramway 
(q.v.) and a bridge, the Suspension Bridge (q.v.), across Long Bay 
gully, which would make land in the Middle Harbour peninsulas more 
accessible and more amenable to sales. These proposals were fore
shadowed on 19 June 1886 when the Cammaray Estate Land Company 
Limited invited applications for shares in the Company which was 
formed for the purchase o f  500 acres o f land in the Parish o f 
Willoughby (most o f Castle Cove and Middle Cove). The Directors were 
to be empowered to apply for shares in a separate company, in course 
o f formation, for effecting connection with the St Leonards Govern
ment cable tramway. This investment would enable the formation o f a 
Tramway Company, and the early acceptance o f tenders, for the 
construction o f a tramway line direct from the Cammaray Estate (q.v.) 
to Milsons Point.

Andrew Armstrong, J.P., land and parliament2iry agent, one o f the 
advertised directors o f the Cammaray Estate Land Company, was the 
proprietor o f the Estate and instigator o f the scheme, together with 
James Alexander Brown. The story o f the Willoughby and Gordon 
Tramway (only a small portion o f which was constructed) and that o f 
the building o f the Suspension Bridge (completed 1892) are told 
elsewhere in this booklet. Had the proposals been realised, there would 
have been a branch o f the Willoughby and Gordon Tramway along the 
eastern section o f Sailors Bay Road to the eastern end o f Northbridge 
Park in the mid-1890s. How very different may have been the course o f 
local history!

On the day the advertisement o f the Cammaray Estate Land 
Company appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald, the North Shore 
Pioneer Industrial Exhibition (q.v.) opened at the Blue Street Public 
School, St Leonards (now North Sydney). Its purpose was to display 
to Sydney citizens the industries and resources o f the North Shore and 
to raise funds to build a much-needed cottage hospital at St Leonards 
(the forerunner o f today’s Royal North Shore Hospital). Andrew 
Armstrong was Chairman o f the Exhibition’s Industrial Directorate.

Thus, definite attempts were made in the late 1880s to highlight the 
attractiveness and potential o f the North Shore, in particular the Middle 
Harbour areas. Andrew Armstrong, an interested landowner, 
encouraged and supported these efforts.

Timing seemed very favourable — population within New South 
Wales was expanding rapidly and the desire for more residential land 
was strong. The government was keen for transport facilities to be 
extended but looked to the private sector for initiative and capital. 
British investors were willing to invest in the colony while prices o f 
wool and wheat remained steady. Interest in north-of-the-harbour areas
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had increased. However economists, with the benefit o f hindsight, 
are now able to say that by the late 1880s there were signs that the 
boom enjoyed in the 1870s and early 1880s was coming to an end.

New South Wales experienced a run o f bad seasons. The prices o f 
wool and wheat dropped, interest o f overseas investors began to wane 
and the Labour movement became stronger, seeming to offer a threat 
to the profitability o f pastoralists, merchants and manufacturers. 
There ensued a growth in government and private debt. Strikes in 1891 
intensified the adverse situation, so much so that the Colonial Govern
ment failed for the first time to raise the loan money it required on the 
London market. The banks had to restrict credit and the Government 
had almost to cease its public works programme. The Banks Crash o f 
1892 occurred. The North Shore and Middle Harbour Land Company 
and the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company (q.v.) could 
not meet their liabilities and went into liquidation in 1892 and 1893 
respectively. The latter Company had completed the Suspension Bridge 
by January 1892.

Two events, in particular, which occurred in the late 1890s had 
immediate repercussions on the future development o f Northbridge, at 
that time still called Willoughby or Middle Harbour. On 10 January 
1895, Council changed the names o f existing Wards in the Municipality 
and also increased the number by creating Narembum and Middle 
Harbour Wards. In 1898, an electric tramway line was opened from the 
western end o f Falcon Street (now Crows Nest) along Willoughby and 
Mowbray Roads and into Penshurst Street as far as its intersection with 
Victoria Avenue. This important event encouraged settlement in the 
areas near the western end o f Sailors Bay Road where larger blocks of 
land were available than in the established suburbs and there was easy 
access to Willoughby Road where transport was available to Milsons 
Point.

The following subdivisions were made in the western sector in 
1904-06:

• The Table-land Estate, auctioned September 1904. It com
prised both sides o f Harden Avenue and the frontage on to 
Sailors Bay Road. (The 1856 grants o f  J. H. French and 
E. Bennett, part.)

• Eric Estate, auctioned January 1904 or 1905. It comprised six 
blocks on Sailors Bay Road (north side) and twenty-nine 
blocks on Eric Street (west side, later Eastern Valley Way). 
(M. F. Josephson’s 1856 grant.)

• The Lucknow Estate, auctioned June 1905. It consisted o f six 
blocks on Sailors Bay Road (north side) and fourteen blocks on 
Eric Street (east side, now Eastern Valley Way). (The 1856 
grants o f J. Dole and E. Bennett, part.)

• Twa Bridge Estate, auctioned 1905-06. Pyalla Street, on the



south side o f Sailors Bay Road, lies on the Estate. (About half 
o f T. Glover’s 1856 grant.)

Following the sale o f some blocks on each Estate, Harden Avenue 
was named and assessed in 1905, likewise Eric and Pyalla Streets in 
1906. By 1911 more homes, including a few brick dwellings, had been 
built in these streets but no development had taken place in the eastern 
portion o f the suburb, mainly because there was no public transport 
across the Suspension Bridge. The construction in 1909 o f the Govern
ment tramway along Miller Street, terminating at the southern 
approach to the Bridge, served residents in the expanding Cammeray- 
North Sydney area but did nothing to speed up development on the 
northern side o f Long Bay.

Statements reported in the Sydney Morning Herald in July 1912 and on 
18 November 1912, when the Bridge was handed over as a gift to the 
Government, reveal very clearly the protracted stagnation in land sales 
in present-day Northbridge because o f lack o f public transport:

When the land on the northern side o f  the bridge is subdivided and sold in 
blocks, a tramway is to be extended into the district.
A tramway will not be constructed until land is subdivided and sold in 
residential blocks.
Hitherto, this bridge has been ‘a white elephant'. . . but now it is hoped it 
will be turned to use . . . and it is hoped the Government will now run a 
tramway over it to open up the land on the other side o f  the bay. In time this 
land promises to become valuable, but at present there are no houses on it, 
and it is practically useless without a tramway . . .  the New North Sydney 
Company intends to do its share in opening up the land. Roads are to be 
made through its large estate, and it is hoped that there will soon be a thriving 
settlement in this locality. (Premier J. S. T. McGowen.)

PERIOD FROM 1913

In 1913 the Suspension Bridge was repaired and a single track laid. 
The first traimway extension to the area north o f the Bridge was 
completed in February 1914 and the second, to the terminus in Sailors 
Bay Road near the Public School, on 21 March 1914. This was a great 
event in the history o f Northbridge and an occasion for celebration. 
Many residential lots were sold but building was delayed, mainly due to 
the outbreak o f World War I in 1914 and restrictions on the use o f 
building materials.

1913 is thought to be the year in which the name Northbridge was 
given to the district. Choice o f name seems to have been left to the 
New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited — 
the Company that owned, subdivided and sold the land. It subdivided 
its Estate into areas called Northbridge Subdivision, First, etc. through 
to the Eighteenth. Many streets were formed and assessed in 1914.



<&=

The parent churches o f two church congregations anticipated the 
new suburb’s need for church buildings and bought land in anticipation 
in 1913. In 1914 the Department o f  Lands set aside two acres for a 
school site. No building programme followed immediately — the 
population was not large enough and the nation became involved in 
World War I.

By 1920, some twenty streets had been named and assessed, many 
home sites purchased, more homes built and most o f these in brick 
not weatherboard; a few shops had been erected in Sailors Bay Road, 
the first in 1915 on the comer o f Woonona Road. The pace o f settle
ment quickened throughout the 1920s, boosted by the beginning o f 
work on the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1925. On May Day 1925 the 
Labor Daily ca iried  an advertisement for the “ Rising Model Harbour 
Suburb”  o f Northbridge “ fast being built upon” . Real estate agents 
made much o f Northbridge’s future proximity to the city on com 
pletion o f the Harbour Bridge — “ Sydney Harbour Bridge will bring 
Northbridge within ten minutes run from the City by car, and a little 
longer by rail” .

The Northbridge Progress Association was formed in November 
1919. Population was increasing and living conditions called for rapid 
improvement. Residents would have had ‘town water’ and gas laid on, 
some would have had electricity but none would have had sewerage. 
Roads were cmde and footpaths almost non-existent. Community 
amenities were needed and the type o f development required a 
watchful eye. The Progress Association became a very effective 
resident-action organisation. As early as September 1924 it demon
strated its concern to promote the image o f Northbridge, as a desirable 
and quality residential suburb, by writing to Council to request that 
“ the erection o f shops in the vicinity o f Suspension Bridge be 
prohibited as that being the Gateway o f the Suburb it would be much 
nicer to have rows o f cottages than empty shops” .

Growth was rapid in the early ’twenties. Peter Spearritt in his 
Sydney Since the Twenties states that, in Northbridge, “ more new houses 
were erected in 1922 than in any other L.G.A. except Canterbury 
and Randwick” . By 1925, the rate o f expansion was frequently 
reported in newspaper articles. The Suburban Herald on 9 October 1925 
carried this report:

One part o f  the North Shore that has expanded immensely during the past 
few  years is Northbridge. Five years ago the cottages from the tram terminus 
to Sailor Bay could be counted on the fingers o f  both hands; today on the 
same area are 500 comfortable brick villas, from most o f  which there is a 
magnificent view o f  Middle Harbour. All domestic conveniences but sewer
age have been provided. Very soon there will be an agitation for tramway 
extension to the Bay.



Again on 20 November 1925:

Residents o f  several streets had no water from their taps — Northbridge has 
outgrown the capabilities o f  the small service pipes.
Perhaps no part o f  the North Shore has been developed as much as North- 
bridge during the past few  years. Four years ago it comprised 4-5 shops and 
about 100 residences. Today it is a compact little township.

The basic structure o f the suburb was firmly developed in the 1920s 
and has since been expanded and embellished. Early provision o f 
facilities and amenities followed needs.

Between 1921 and 1928 six church buildings were erected; between 
1923 and 1927 three kindergarten/primary schools had been 
established. In 1924 Northbridge Swimming Baths were opened and 
Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club formed. In 1925 the Northbridge 
Masonic Temple was completed and in 1926-27 the Scouts and Girl 
Guides organisations were formed. In 1928 entertainment was available 
at the Northbridge Theatre; a year later the Northbridge Sports Pavilion 
was erected and by 1931 a drink could be had at the Northbridge 
Hotel.

The burst o f development was over. Only five new streets were 
estabhshed in the 1930s, two in the 1940s, only one in the ’fifties and 
three in the ’sixties.

Northbridge in the 1930s was not today’s picturesque, green and 
leafy suburb. It looked desolate. The landscape had not recovered from 
the scars which rapid development temporarily causes; a programme of 
street beautification had not been implemented and much work 
remained to be done on roads, footpaths and kerbing. Many male 
residents, especially skilled workers in the building and allied trades, 
were adversely affected by the Depression o f the late 1920s and early 
1930s. Some worked on Unemployment Relief Schemes e.g. con
struction o f Northbridge Golf Course (opened 1935), construction o f 
Eastern Valley Way (opened 1939), filling-in o f Flat Rock gully 
(partially completed 1938) and the making o f roads and footpaths; 
they were glad to have paid work. Those adversely affected did what 
they could not to display their changed circumstances. Some shopped 
at Paddy’s Markets, some economised on consumption o f gas and 
electricity by using wood for outside cooking and kerosene lamps or 
candles for lighting. Some deferred the opportunity to connect to the 
sewer for a charge o f twenty-five pounds. People walked where they 
could and repaired their shoes at home or put on protective rubber 
soles. Most people grew some vegetables in their backyards.

It was during the Depression years that some families, from the area 
and elsewhere, took to the bush in Northbridge and erected tents or 
built themselves humpies. Some stayed on when times improved and
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this created a local problem for the Progress Association. As late as 
1938, the Association found it necessary to urge Council to seek 
police assistance to clear them out.

Economic conditions gradually improved throughout the late 1930s 
and Australia’s Sesquicentenary (150th) Celebrations in 1938 prompted 
Willoughby Council to beautify streets and improve roads and 
footpaths, etc. Unfortunately, World War II came soon after and this 
adversely affected home life for many families and also the direction o f 
voluntary effort. Government restrictions were imposed on building 
materials and food consumption. Northbridge really experienced the 
impact and repercussions o f war for the first time; it now had menfolk 
eligible for active service and many with established families.

In the post-war years, Northbridge gained some further amenities 
in the Sailors Bay Boatshed (1939), its first Baby Health Centre (1943), 
Northbridge Sailing Club (1946) and Northbridge Children’s Library 
(1947), now the Norman Landers Northbridge Memorial Library. 
Northbridge Bowling Club was formed in 1949 and Northbridge 
Women’s Bowling Club in 1957. The Northbridge V.D.C. Association 
(1945-55) made significant contributions to local amenities. From the 
1970s there has been an increase in facilities for the Over-Fifties, tennis 
courts and parks and reserves.

The Northbridge community’s organisational structure was evolved 
in the 1920s. Historical research reveals that the names o f many past 
residents, unfortunately too numerous to pay personal tribute to, 
feature in the histories o f churches, sports clubs and other community 
organisations. The voluntary efforts o f such residents are indicative, 
not only o f selfless dedication, but concern to foster a worthwhile 
community with a reasonable range of community facilities to enjoy. 
A sound foundation was laid by the residents o f the 1920s and the 
Progress Associations, on which later residents have continued to build 
and expand, ever conscious o f their environment and quality o f life.
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ABORIGINES IN 
THE MIDDLE HARBOUR AREA

Two hundred years ago the Camaraigal or Cam-mer-ray-gal (various) 
spellings), a family group belonging to the Ku-ring-gai tribe, roamed 
the lower North Shore area, known to them as Cam-mer-ray.

From Governor Phillip’s desptaches and from the journals o f the 
officers o f the First Fleet we learn that the group was distinguished by 
its numerical size, by its robust and muscular physique, and by the 
authority it held over surrounding groups. The group’s superiority may 
have been due, in part, to the fact that it possessed the best fishing 
ground and, as David Collins records, “ had the exclusive and extra
ordinary privilege o f extracting a tooth from the natives o f other tribes 
inhabiting the sea-coast, or o f  all such as were within their authority 
. . . many contests or decisions o f honour have been delayed until the 
arrival o f these people’ ’ .

The new settlers had many contacts with the Camaraigal as they 
sailed around Port Jackson or explored inland from Middle Harbour. 
Members o f the group fished on the harbour and exploited some hinter
land resources, especially in the winter. Phillip noted “ paths which are 
much frequented between this harbour (Port Jackson) and Broken 
Bay”  and deduced that they frequently went walkabout in the area.

By April 1789 half the native population o f the Sydney area 
(estimated at 1500 in 1788) had been wiped out by smallpox. By the 
1790s white settlement had extended to the North Shore (18 land 
grants were allocated in 1794 in the present-day suburbs o f Lane Cove 
and Gore Hill).

However, we have evidence o f the Camaraigal still living in the area 
in 1820. They were the subject o f close investigation by officers from 
Russian ships, anchored in Neutral Bay during visits in 1814, 1820 and 
1822, who noted as many as 120 persons in the group. But by 1830 
there were no Aboriginal communities following a traditional lifestyle 
in the Sydney area.

At the 1986 census 58 Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders lived 
in the Willoughby Municipality. It is highly unlikely that any o f these 
people would be able to demonstrate direct descent from the original 
inhabitants o f the area.

Apart from remains o f numerous middens (native rubbish heaps) 
outside caves close to the waters o f Middle Harbour and at various
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levels on the cliff faces, very little evidence remains o f their existence 
along our foreshores. Clearance o f  undergrowth, lantana, other 
obnoxious growth and the excavation o f rocky surfaces for homes, 
roads and swimming pools have contributed to the erasure o f such 
evidence.

(Note: the phrase ‘a family group belonging to the Ku-ring-gai tribe’ 
has been used because experts on the life and culture o f Aborigines 
claim it is more correct than ‘a tribe’ .)



MIDDLE HARBOUR:
Early history and places on its foreshores 

in Willoughby Municipality

Extensive research has been done in an endeavour to locate information 
on the early exploration o f Middle Harbour and the naming o f places 
within the Municipality o f Willoughby i.e. within the area on the 
western foreshores o f Middle Hîirbour, from the northern foreshores 
o f Long Bay to the northern foreshores o f Castle Cove. Many historians 
have probably done a similar search, with equally disappointing results, 
because there is scarcely any source material in existence. It is known 
that Governor Phillip in company with several o f his administrative 
staff paid a brief exploratory visit to Middle Harbour in April 1788. 
The recorded information on this visit is very vague and there is no 
evidence to prove that Governor Phillip named any Bay or Point. On 
the other hand, it seems highly probable that the descriptive names o f 
Long Bay, Big and Little Sugarloafs, Sugarloaf Bay and Sugarloaf 
Point may have been suggested by a member o f this party; in fact, there 
is no evidence in historical records to discount this supposition. As 
P. R. Stephensen and Brian Kennedy state in their i//siory and Description 
of Sydney Harbour, “ Many o f the names o f  Harbour features were never 
officially bestowed, but gradually became fixed in public u s^e” . 
Captain John Hunter, R.N. compiled a Chart o f Port Jackson in 1788 
and took depths in Middle Harbour. The Chart shows Middle Head 
by name but no other place. Again, the Journal (1786-92) o f Lieut. 
William Bradley, R.N. records depths o f Port Jackson but does not 
name features.

It was accepted by the Administrative staff o f the Colony that 
Middle Harbour had great natural beauty but no potential for satisfying 
the food and water problems o f the infant colony; the headlands were 
deemed to be too steep and rocky, with only a thin layer o f soil. 
Administration turned its attention and resources to the Parramatta 
and Hawkesbury areas, with considerable success, and Middle Harbour 
was given little or no further attention.

Middle Harbour has always been, and still is, renowned for its natural 
beauty and privacy. It is universally regarded as the most beautiful arm 
o f Port Jackson. This tranquillity is largely due to the fact that its 
waters have never been traversed by ships nor its foreshores exploited 
for industrial use. Scenically, the area is full o f surprises and was even 
more so prior to the 1900s. From an open expanse o f a flowing river
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(reproduced by permission o f  the Director, Central Mapping Authority ofN .S.W .)
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near The Spit, one entered landlocked waters with banks o f rugged, 
precipitous chffs but this ruggedness was softened by a serrated shore
line in which there were bays and coves, some grassy slopes, but mostly 
timbered bushland with a variety o f wildflowers. The outcropping rocks 
ranged in colour from dark grey to bright yellow ochre and the 
numerous caves and varieties o f weathering among the rocks added 
interest and beauty to the shoreline. Its lure was enhanced because its 
waters were inhabited by useful varieties o f fish.

Geologically, it is a very old area. The rock formations are 
Hawkesbury sandstone and were laid down in Triassic times some 200 
million years ago. The land features were shaped during the Tertiary 
Period, some 20 million years ago when the present Middle Harbour 
river cut a gorge through the sandstone layers. Diu-ing the ice ages much 
o f the earth’s waters were frozen as glaciers and polar ice caps and the 
level o f  the sea fell below its present level, with the result that today’s 
gorge would have been much deeper then. At the end o f the last ice age, 
probably as recently as 6,000 years ago, the sea level rose with the 
melting o f the ice and drowned the river system. Much o f the ancient 
river gorge has since filled with sediment from the sea and silt from the 
river. These deposits are estimated to be up to 200 m deep. The water 
depth is estimated to be 20 m in places.

The first foreshore commercial venture was salt panning in the early 
1800s in Long Bay, at Salt Pan Creek (now Salt Pan Cove). Some 
timber may have been cut down for commercial purposes; definite 
evidence o f this was not found but timber from James Harris French’s 
two sawmills in Frenchs Forest was taken down Middle Harbour from 
Bantry Bay in barges to various building sites, probably in the 1870s. 
In the late 1880s stone, quarried on the northern side o f Castle Cove 
from a quarry owned by the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited, was taken by barges down Middle Harbour to Long 
Bay where the Company was constructing the old Suspension Bridge. 
Iron rings to which barges were tied during loading can still be seen 
today in the cliff face. Also in the 1880s, lighters towed by small steam 
tugboats plied up and down Middle Harbour to places outside the 
Municipality o f Willoughby e.g. to Powderhulk Bay on the eastern 
shores beyond The Bluff, Seaforth, where explosives were stored in old 
hulks for defence purposes, mining and quarrying. After 1915, the 
explosives were taken to, and released from, specially designed 
buildings at Bantry Bay. Those stored at a depot on Goat Island had to 
be transferred to Powderhulk Bay in 1900 so that Goat Island could 
be converted to a bacteriological station during Sydney’s bubonic 
plague.

Rowing boats, sailing craft, yachts. Harbour cruise ferries and 
pleasure boats have been, and still are, the familiar sights o f Middle 
Harbour. H. C. Press had picnic grounds and a dance hall, from 1910



to 1964, near the tip o f Castle Cove headland and a wharf on the 
southern shore. People came from all over the city, often in large 
household groups, via The Spit or the Cammeray-Long Bay route, for a 
day’s outing or for the fishing. One concern at Long Bay, on the 
Cammeray side, had a dance shed which one Northbridge resident 
recalls having patronised.

It is not surprising that the area o f  Middle Harbour within the 
Municipality o f Willoughby had, by the early 1900s, many approved 
and several unauthorised boat sheds and a boatbuilding establishment 
on the waterfront. These establishments provided such services as boat- 
skids, boat-hiring, boat repairs, launch moorings and the sale o f bait. 
Long Bay and Sugarloaf Bay were the popular locations, as they were 
the more accessible areas. The Sydney Harbour Trust (later the 
Maritime Services Board) was responsible for policing all these establish
ments and imposing fines or closure notices.

The tranquillity o f Middle Harbour is due, in part, to the lack o f 
bathing beaches. This lack gave rise to early agitation for public sea 
water baths. (See article ‘Municipality’s First Public Baths in Middle 
Harbour’ .)

Near the close o f  1916, Willoughby’s first wharf, situated at the end 
o f Edinbui^h Road, at Torquay Point near Sugarloaf Point, was 
officially opened. (See article ‘Municipality’s First Public Wharf in 
Middle Harbour’ .)

In 1922 Northbridge Progress Association sought the support o f 
Willoughby Council for its request to the Sydney Harbour Trust to 
cease using Sailors Bay for hulk-breaking. Hulks were being towed to 
the Bay to be broken-up, leaving broken cables and rusting iron to 
accumulate.

In the 1930s and ’40s Willoughby Council and the Northbridge and 
Castlecrag Progress Associations corresponded with the local member o f 
Parliament and the Chief Secretary’s Department in an endeavour to 
obtain an order closing Middle Harbour to net fishing. In September 
1940, the Chief Secretary’s Department forwarded a Gazette Notice 
prohibiting, for a period o f twelve months, net fishing in the waters 
o f Middle Harbour upwards from the Spit Bridge. This order was 
renewed several times.

More recently. Progress Associations have been active in opposing 
a proposed redevelopment at Northbridge Yacht Services and the 
installation o f a multiple mooring system in Sailors Bay, which they 
consider will have adverse environmental effects and be a threat to 
the preservation o f the natural beauty and tranquillity o f the area.

The Progress Associations also strongly oppose extension o f the 
Warringah Expressway through any o f Willoughby’s Middle Harbour 
suburbs and the building o f a traffic bridge across Middle Harbour.

The threats that have surfaced in the past — to some, in the name
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o f progress — have necessitated constant vigilance on the part o f 
Progress Associations, in cooperation with Willoughby Council, to 
maintain a reasonable status quo. What does the future hold?

* * *

CASTLE COVE AND CRAG COVE -  
See information under SUGARLOAF BAY

FIG TREE POINT — Name in use by 1840. Situated on the north-east 
side o f the entrance to Long Bay. Occasionally incorrectly trans
posed on pre-1900 surveyors’ maps to the promontory where Clive 
Park is today. Named because o f the prominence o f a fig tree or 
cluster o f fig trees (native species) on the Point. The records o f the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W. indicate that the Point was 
once known as Kooroowal and also Kuruwal. Both names are 
Aboriginal and mean ‘a wild fig tree’ . In 1976 the Board decided to 
retain the present name.

LONG B A Y  — Name in use by 1865. At one time the waters o f Long 
Bay flowed under the old Suspension Bridge and well into Flat Rock 
gully where they met the sluggish waters o f Flat Rock Creek. A ferry 
master used to float his ferry up on high tide, past the Bridge to what 
was then called Wharf Street (formerly Long Bay Road, 1888-91, 
now Grafton Avenue). Natural silting topped by deliberate filling-in 
to form Tunks Park and playing fields, restricted the westward 
spread o f its waters. The original length and topography of the Bay 
dictated its descriptive name. The Aborigines called it ‘Mugga’ which 
means ‘diamond snake’. The Geographical Names Board has decided 
to retain the present name.

MIDDLE HARBOUR — Name in use by the 1790s. It lies between 
North Harbour (Manly Cove) and Sydney Harbour proper and 
stretches north-west from its entrance between Middle Head and 
Dobroyd Point, greatly enhanced en route by many coves and 
inlets. Middle Harbour takes its name from Middle Head (in use by 
1788), recessed from the coastal shoreline between North and South 
Heads and directly facing the opening between the two. It is shown 
on the current Parish map o f Willoughby (Dept o f  Lands, N.S.W.) as 
Middle (or Warrin-ga) Harbour, the latter word being Aboriginal 
for ‘sea’. Other Aboriginal names found for Middle Harbour were 
Boombilli, Barrabrui, Barra-brui and Barrabri. The Geographical 
Names Board has decided to retain the present name.

MOWBRA YPOINT — First mentioned 1866. The Point is on the north
eastern shore o f  Sailors Bay, within the suburb o f Castlecrag. In 
1886, the Dept o f  Lands dedicated Mowbray Point for wharfage and 
recreational purposes. On some pre-1900 surveyors’ maps, Mowbray 
Point and Sugarloaf Point were incorrectly transposed. Origin o f the
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name could not be authoritatively established and may now be lost 
in antiquity; this would be very regrettable as an important early 
road was called ‘Mowbray’ , and many things near that road were 
called ‘Mowbray’ e.g. Mowbray Park Estate; Mowbray House School. 
In the 19th century, preference was often given to commemorating 
the names o f those in government in Sydney or in London. As New 
South Wales was granted responsible government in 1856, it is 
possible that Mowbray Point was so named in honour o f Sir John 
Robert Mowbray (1815-1899), a highly esteemed English politician 
who, in 1858 and again in 1866, was appointed by Lord Derby to 
be judge advocate-general. From 1866-68 and from 1871-92, he was 
church estates commissioner and from 1874 to his death he was 
chairman o f the House o f Commons’ committee o f selection and its 
committee on standing orders. In 1898 Sir John Robert Mowbray 
became known as the ‘father o f the House o f Commons’ . His Seventy 
Years at Westminster was published in London in 1900. The Geo
graphical Names Board has decided to retain the present name.

SAILORS B A Y  — Shown on maps published in the 1860s. This very 
picturesque Bay lies between the headlands o f Northbridge and 
Castlecrag. Sailors Bay Creek, which rises just below the present 
playing fields o f Shore Grammar School in Alpha Road, winds its 
way into Sailors Bay and takes its name from the Bay. Origin o f the 
name o f the Bay could not be established; it may have been collo
quially known as Sailors Bay by 1800 and used as a popular pleasure 
and fishing haunt by government and other personnel. It is shown 
on one map as ‘Solitary Bay’. The Geographical Names Board has 
decided to retain the present name £md, in line with the policy o f 
other geographical names boards, has decided not to use apostrophes 
in placenames.

SALT PAN COVE (formerly Salt Pan Creek) — Shown on maps pub
lished in the 1860s. The Cove is on the north-western shore o f Long 
Bay, almost opposite Folly Point. The swamp land at then Salt Pan 
Creek lent itself to the retrieval o f salt which was in short supply in 
the young colony in the 1800s. Salt pans were erected in Newcastle 
and parts o f Sydney Harbour, Middle Harbour, Broken Bay, e.g. in 
November 1818 Matthew Bacon advertised a salt plant to let at 
Middle Harbour and in 1825 Gregory Blaxland had salt-boilers in 
Middle Harbour. The Geographical Names Board changed the name 
from Creek to Cove in 1976.

SUGARLOAF BA Y — Shown on maps compiled in the 1850s. The Bay 
is on the western shore o f Middle Harbour and lies at the base o f 
Middle Cove, spreading out towards the shorelines o f Castlecrag and 
Castle Cove. It has two arms — the South Arm and the North Arm. 
Sugarloaf Bay takes its name from cone-shaped hills which, in the 
early days o f the Colony, were larger and more prominent than they



are today, and more closely resembled loaf sugar as manufactured in 
the early days o f sugar refining when the sugar was compressed 
into hard, cone-shaped blocks called loaves. The Willoughby 
Environmental Protection Association is restoring degraded parts o f 
Sugarloaf Bay and Camp Creek above the mangrove swamps (q.v.) 
with a grant received from the Australian Bicentennial Authority.
The Geographical Names Board has decided to retain the present 
name o f the Bay but to change the name o f Big Sugarloaf (Middle 
Cove) to ‘WILLOUGBHY SUGARLOAF’ and the name o f Little 
Sugarloaf (Castle Cove) to ‘YEOLAND SUGARLOAF’ to facilitate 
identification if a state o f emergency should occur as there are 
many ‘Sugarloafs’ in New South Wales. The Board also changed 
South arm to CRAG COVE and North Arm to CASTLE COVE as 
was proposed by the late Weilter Burley Griffin.

SUGARLOAF POINT — Shown on maps compiled in the 1850s. The 
Point lies on the southern shore o f the South Arm o f Sugarloaf Bay, 
at the entrance to the Bay. It takes its name from the Bay and is 
within the suburb o f Castlecrag. On some pre-1900 surveyors’ maps 
it has been erroneously transposed to Mowbray Point. In the early 
1900s many locals got to Sugarloaf Point via a rough track on the 
southern side o f Middle Cove and crossed to the Castlecrt^ side on 
hewn tree trunks; later a crude wood bridge was made by the 
regulars. Not to be confused with Torquay Point (popularly called 
after the Torquay Estate) o ff which a wharf, now demolished, was 
built in 1916j The Geographical Names Board has approved retention 
of the name, Sugarloaf Point.

YEOLAND POINT — Does not appear on maps published prior to the 
late 1940s. This lesser known Point is situated at the northern tip of 
the Castle Cove headland opposite Bantry Bay. Regrettably, after 
much research and numerous inquiries, origin o f the name could not 
be established. Retention o f the name has been approved by the 
Geographical Names Board o f N.S.W.



PIONEER LANDOWNERS 
ON NORTHBRIDGE PENINSULA

No free grants were ever made within the area o f present day 
Northbridge which, prior to 1900, was vaguely referred to as ‘Middle 
Harbour’ or ‘Sailors Bay’ . All grants or Portions were purchased from 
the Crown, in the period 1837-56, at public auction and in compliance 
with certain prescribed conditions which then categorised them as land 
grants.

The term ‘land grant’ is commonly used to specify Portions o f Crown 
land released to private ownership for the first time and for which the 
owner has been given a Deed o f Grant signed by the Governor. The 
term does not necessarily mean ‘granted free o f charge’ . True, some free 
grants were made to private individuEils by various Governors — a few 
within our own Municipality — but none were made after 1832 except 
in fulfilment o f a Governor’s deferred promise. The new procedure 
required that Crovm land be offered for sale by public auction, 
generally at the Colonial Treasury and under the direction o f the 
Colonial Treasurer who was deemed to be acting for, and on behalf 
o f her Majesty, Queen Victoria. Each forthcoming sale, with details o f 
Portions to be offered and reserve price, was advertised in a Govern
ment Proclamation about one month before the auction date and the 
articles and conditions o f sale were set out in conformity with the 
provisions o f an Act o f Parliament.

The main provisions o f sale were that:

1. The bidder o f the reserve price, or the highest bidder above it, would be 
declared the purchaser, provided he paid, immediately, a deposit o f  ten 
per cent o f the purchase price and signed the Portion voucher which 
gave Lot number. Location (County, Parish, Town), Area (acres, roods, 
perches) and the upset price. (The auctioneer was responsible for 
recording the purchaser’s name on the voucher before bidding 
commenced for the next Portion. The purchaser’s own signature ‘held’ 
the land for him.)

2. The balance o f money must be paid to the officer who was ‘holding’ 
the land, within one calendar month, or the deposit would be forfeited 
and the land would again become open for sale.
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A Deed o f Grant would be issued as soon as practicable after payment 
in full and would be delivered to the grantee by the Colonial Treasurer 
on payment o f a regulated fee. Each Portion would be granted to the 
purchaser by Deed Poll, under the hand o f  his Excellency, the Governor 
and the Great Seal o f  the Colony, to be held in free and common 
socage, and subject to the payment o f  a Quit Rent o f one peppercorn 
yearly, if demanded, and such other reservations as may be deemed 
expedient for the public benefit.

No purchaser could exercise any act o f ownership until he had paid the 
full purchase price.

The Deed o f Grant, signed by the Governor, was very ‘royal’ in 
wording. It gave similar details to those which had been entered on the 
sale voucher but more specific details concerning the surveyed 
boundaries o f the Portion. It specified very forcibly the Government’s 
right to any o f the land or its natural resources, e.g. clay, stone, timber, 
etc. that may be required for making or repairing public ways, canals, 
railroads, etc.

The North bridge headland was surveyed and divided into 38 Portions 
which were acquired by 16 buyers. Portion 347, at the north-east tip of 
the headland, where Clive Park stands today, was the first piece of 
Crown land in Northbridge to be alienated from the Crown. It 
comprised 10 acres and was bought at Public Auction in 1837 by John 
Lewis Spencer o f Sydney, who became a large landowner in the County 
o f Cumberland and many country areas. (For the interesting story o f 
this Portion see ‘Albert Town Estate’ .)

Portion 132, on the south-east tip o f the headland was the next piece 
o f Crown land in Northbridge to be alienated from the Crown. It was 
purchased in 1848 by Ross Donnelly. James Harris French bought his 
first grant (Portion 133 — Shore Playing Fields) in 1851.

Portions 514, 519 and 520 were alienated in 1855 and all remaining 
Portions in 1856.

Who were these pioneer landowners who had been interested in 
acquiring large tracts o f Crown land that defied cultivation and, in 
those days, building construction? The locality was isolated, rugged and 
in most parts covered in low scrub with a shallow depth o f soil, a few 
tall trees and plenty o f large sandstone outcrops. The taller trees were 
mainly along the northern banks o f Long Bay. The Parish of 
Willoughby, County o f Cumberland Map, compiled, drawn and printed 
at the Department o f Lands, N.S.W. in 1964 reveals that these early 
landowners were:
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Landowner
No. o f  Portions 

purchased
Year(s) o f 
purchase

SPENCER, John Lewis 1 1837
(Por. 537 — grantee not shown) 
DONNELLY, Ross 1 1848
FRENCH, James Harris 4 1851-56
STRICKLAND, Thomas 1 1855
(Por. 514 — grantee not shown) 
TERRY, Samuel Henry 2 1855
BENNETT, Edward 1 1856
BLIGH, Henry Hocken 1 1856
BLIGH, James William 17 1856
COHEN, Edward 2 1856
DOLE, Joseph 1 1856
GLOVER, Thomas 1 1856
(Por. 513 — grantee not shown) 
HARRISON, James Robert 1 1856
HAWKINS, Richard 1 1856
JOSEPHSON, Manuel Francis 1 1856
PHENNA, Robert 1 1856
WESTON, John 2 1856
TWEMLOW, William Lenty 1 1884

T h e nam e o f  th e  original lan d ow n er and the Lands D ep artm en t’s
map Portion No. for his land are important details in tracing the history 
o f land transactions. More details, including bigraphical details where 
any could be found, follow.

BENNETT, Edward

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

134 10 0 0 1856 Between Eastern Valley 
Way (east side) and Kyogle 
Rd (west side), south o f 
Tenilba Rd and north o f 
Tarakan Crescent.

It is thought Edward Bennett was a caneworker living in George 
Street, Sydney. By 1882 he had sold his Portion to Thomas McCormick 
who sold it in 1884 to Frank Butler who seems to have retained the 
ownership until 1906 when it was offered for sale and part was
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subsequently subdivided. The residue was later acquired by the New 
North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited.

BLIGH, Henry Hocken (1826-1904)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

544 16 2 20 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (north 
side), extending north 
to Sailors Bay
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Henry Hocken Bligh is not to be confused with his elder brother, 
James William Bligh (q.v.) who purchased many grants o f land on the 
Northbridge peninsula. Both brothers were civic-minded and good 
administrators, and each became Mayor o f the Municipality o f  North 
Willoughby. Details o f the early life o f  Henry Hocken are interwoven 
with those o f James William who seems to have assumed responsibility 
for Henry after their father’s death in 1834, when Henry was only 
about eight years o f age and James was already an estabhshed solicitor. 
These early details are given in the write-up on James.

Henry was the second youngest o f thirteen children and was given 
his mother’s maiden name for a second name. All members o f the 
family predeceased him.

On completion o f his formal education in 1843, Henry was articled 
to James who was then a solicitor in Bathurst. At the end o f the first 
five years Henry knew that he did not wish to pursue a legal career so, 
when his brother decided to dispose o f his practice because o f ill-health, 
Henry went to Carcoar to try his hand at sheep-farming. However, 
when the gold rush occurred in Ophir and surrounding areas Henry 
disposed o f his property and came to live with James, then residing at 
Cook’s River, Sydney.

In 1852 he became a clerk in the office o f the Inspector-General o f 
Police.

On 17 July 1861 Henry, aged 35 years, married Elizabeth Milson 
Shairp, aged 17 years, at St Thomas Church, North Sydney. The couple 
went to Albury where Henry had been appointed an Inspector o f Police 
but they were back in Sydney toward the end o f 1861 following 
Henry’s resignation from that position.

For the first period o f their life in Sydney the Henry Hocken Blighs 
(now three, a son, Henry Albury Gaden, having been bom in 1862) 
lived on their property at Northbridge where they had built a house.
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Unfortunately, no details o f their residency appear to have been 
recorded — a great pity because they were the first known residents to 
live on the peninsula. Henry was a signatory to the successful petition 
o f  1865 for incorporation o f the Borough o f North Willoughby as a 
Municipality. His brother, James, became the first Chairman o f Council 
(the first ‘Mayor’) and in March 1866 Henry became the first Council 
Clerk (temporary and unpaid). He was appointed Municip2il Treasurer 
in November 1868 but resigned from both positions early in 1869.

By this time, his brother was seriously ill and did not contest the 
Municipal elections after 1867. Henry became Mayor in 1869 and 1871 
and may have been elected in 1870 had he not withdrawn his 
nomination in favour o f Richard Hayes Harnett, Sen. His brother died 
in December 1869 and Henry inherited all his properties.

Henry and his family moved to Kirribilli about 1871 and sometime 
later Henry became an alderman in the East St Leonards Municipality 
for some eighteen months, after which he retired from active involve
ment in local government. He continued to live at Kirribilli where he 
bought land and houses and had some houses built. By 1873 he owned 
two adjoining properties, 16-18 Fitzroy Street, on which he built the 
two-storeyed, slate-roofed, eight-roomed stone houses that later became 
the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre and by 1876 he was residing in 
No. 16, ‘Trelawney’ . By the mid-1880s he had sold all the land which 
he had owned, including that which he had inherited, over half o f it to 
James Forsyth o f Willoughby and his two sons, Thomas and Robert. 
Henry Bligh lived thereafter as ‘a man o f independent means’. He died 
suddenly, aged 78, at ‘Trelawney’ on 30 July 1904 and was buried in 
St Thomas Cemetery, North Sydney. He was survived by his wife, 
Elizabeth, and seven of their eight children. The family remained at 
‘Trelawney’ until 1905. Elizabeth is known to have died at ‘Carabella’ , 
34 McDougall Street on 28 August 1927.

Henry Hocken Bligh features in the history o f St Stephen’s Church, 
Willoughby as an interested and active fund-raiser for the erection o f 
the original building, the Chapel-of-Ease, for which he was a trustee and 
the secretary and treasurer. As Mayor in 1871 he played a leading role 
in the ceremony for the laying o f its foundation stone. Henry was also 
one o f the first trustees o f Gore Hill Cemetery. He chaired, by 
invitation, a Smoke Social for past and present aldermen o f Willoughby 
Council in October 1898, and was especially remembered at Council’s 
Silver Jubilee function in 1915 when one o f his sons represented him.

Henry sold his Portion 544 in North bridge, together with some 
Portions o f his brother’s, to Sir Joseph G. L. Innés, policitian and 
judge o f Sydney, and Robert Wisdom, barrister o f Sydney, as tenants in 
common in July 1884. They jointly sold in October 1886 to James 
Alexander Brown of Sydney, who became a member o f the North 
Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited.



BLIGH, James William (1810-1869)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

521 13 1 0 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (south 
side) extending south to 
Tunks Park.

524 11 3 0 1856 Aubrey Rd (south side) 
extending south to

525 10 2 0 Long Bay.
536 10 3 28 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (north
537 12 0 10 side), extending north to
538 13 0 20 >> Sailors Bay or Sailors Bay
539 10 3 20 Creek.
540 8 3 30 ff >>

541 10 3 0 >> 99

542 17 1 0 99

543 18 2 23 >» 99

545 16 3 10 >5 99

561 15 0 0 9f 99

562 14 0 19 99 99

563 13 2 9 99 99

564 13 3 18 99 99

565 15 1 35 99 99

The total amount o f Crown land purchased by J. W. Bligh in 
Northbridge in 1856 was 226 ac 3 r 22 p. The holdings o f each o f the 
remaining fifteen pioneer landowners were very modest in comparison. 
J. W. Bligh was certainly attracted to the Middle Harbour area because 
he bought Portions in Castlecrag, Middle Cove, Willoughby, Bantry Bay 
and Seaforth. In the latter area there is Bligh Crescent and Bligh Park, 
both o f which are named after him.

Many people affirm he was distantly related to William Bligh, an 
early Governor o f New South Wales, but there is no evidence to support 
their statement.

James William Bligh was born in 1810, at Bodwin, Cornwall, 
England, son o f John Martyn Bligh and Mary (nee Hocken). His father 
was a conveyancer and steward to several large estates. James studied 
law and was admitted on 12 January 1833 as an attorney o f the Court 
King’s Bench, at 23 years o f age. His father died the following year and 
his mother decided to move with her large family to Launceston, near 
the Devonshire border. James elected to continue in his legal practice 
in Bodwin and seems to have assumed some responsibility for his
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younger brother, Henry Hocken whom he took with him to Paris in 
1837 and later brought with him to Australia.

James did not enjoy good health and was in need o f a warmer 
climate. In 1839, on medical advice, he closed his practice and came to 
Australia, bringing with him two sisters. May and Anne, and his 
younger brother, Henry Hocken — the same who later became a pioneer 
landowner in Northbridge and Mayor o f the Municipality o f North 
Willoughby in 1869 and 1871. They all disembarked in Adelaide in 
November or December 1839. One sister. May, had married a passenger 
on the journey out and soon decided to return to England with her 
husband. The other sister, Anne, later went to Tasmania as a governess 
and married there. As Adelaide did not appear to hold the oppor
tunities that James sought, he decided to travel on to Sydney and to 
leave Henry Hocken, for the time being, in Adelaide to further his 
schooling.

From Sydney, James took a shipment o f cattle to Wellington (at that 
time Port Nicholson), N.Z., and then went to Tasmania to attend his 
sister’s wedding, together with Henry, whom he had arranged should 
meet him there. After the wedding, it was decided that Henry should 
not return to Adelaide but should accompany James to Sydney and 
thence to Bathurst, where James commenced practice as a solicitor on 
13 November 1841 and Henry continued his education and assisted 
with office and household duties, as James was a bachelor without 
servants.

In the mid-1840s, the pioneer solicitor in Bathurst, Gilbert Wright, 
ceased to practise. It was gazetted on 11 August 1843 that “ James 
William Bligh has been appointed Collector o f Quit Rents for the Police 
District o f Carcoar, Bathurst and Wellington in the room of Gilbert 
Wright” . James employed a partner, Willoughby Dowling, and when 
Henry returned from Sydney in 1844-45, after attending Sydney 
College for about two years, he was articled to James. However, when 
the partner died in 1849, the full burden o f the practice fell on James 
whose health continued to be very precarious, so Jiunes decided not to 
stay in Bathurst for very much longer. He relinquished his practice in 
1851-52 because of ill-health and his brother’s disinclination to make 
a career in the legal field. He turned his attention to politics and Henry 
went to Carcoar to try his hand at sheep-farming.

James was elected to represent Bathurst in the first Legislative 
Council o f N.S.W. on 13 May 1856 and took his seat on 22 May 1856. 
He resigned on 23 May 1859. However, he had been a member o f the 
old Legislative Council from 1851-56.

While in Parliament he bought land at Cooks River, Sydney, and 
lived there for a time. He later sold this land and bought large tracts o f 
Crown land in the areas mentioned above. In October 1861 he went 
abroad with his married sister from Tasmania and a friend and it is
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thought he visited Europe as well as England. He later returned to 
Sydney.

Although he had not been a resident landowner in the Borough o f 
North Willoughby, he was elected Chairman to the first Council o f the 
Municipality o f North Willoughby in 1865 (after 1868 the title 
Chairman was changed to Mayor). He was re-elected Chairman in 1866 
and 1867. He resigned from Council from the end o f 1867 because his 
health had deteriorated further and he was not a resident o f the 
Municipality. He died on 1 December 1869 at Macleay Street, 
Woolloomooloo, o f spinal disease resulting in paralysis. He was buried 
at St Thomas Cemetery. His brother Henry Hocken Bligh inherited his 
land.

As Leslie Charles Forsyth has said “ James William Bligh could be 
given the title o f ‘Father o f the Municipality’ for, without doubt, he 
guided it through its formative years and laid a sound basis for its 
administration during three years he was its Chairman” . The infant 
Municipality o f North Willoughby was most fortunate, indeed, in 
having as first Chairman o f Council, a man with good administrative 
ability, sound legal knowledge, parliamentary experience and high 
integrity.

Portions 545, 561 and 562 formed the North St Leonards Estate and 
must have been sold prior to 1882 when Bligh and Tunks Streets, which 
lie on the Estate, were named and assessed. The remaining fourteen 
Portions originally granted to James William Bligh were sold by his 
brother, Henry, to individuals who sold in turn to the North Sydney 
Investment and Trzimway Company Limited. However, most o f the 
land was not sold until 1913 to 1925 by the New North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited.

COHEN, Edward (1822-1877)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

517 10 3 20 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (south
side) extending south to

518 14 2 20 1856 Flat Rock Creek.

Edward Cohen was bom in London in 1822 and was the second son 
o f Henry Cohen, merchant, and his wife Elizabeth nee Simmons. The 
family, including his three sisters and four brothers, migrated to 
Australia, arriving in Sydney in the 1830s. While in Sydney, Edward 
assisted in his father’s grocery firm, H. Cohen & Sons in George Street. 
He moved to Melbourne in 1842 and, together with B. Francis, bought
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the auctioneering firm of William Easey. He married Rebecca, eldest 
daughter o f Moses Benjamin in 1847 and there were five sons and three 
daughters o f the marriage.

The partnership with B. Francis was dissolved in 1854 when Cohen 
came to Sydney for eight months; on his return to Melbourne he joined 
his brother’s auctioneering firm but in 1863 both Cohens decided to 
retire from the auctioneering field and to venture into other business 
avenues.

In 1864 Edward became a tea merchant and general importer and 
was later joined by his brother-in-law, Benjamin Benjamin, and business 
extended into the real estate and company finance fields. Together they 
bought ‘Cannally’, a sheep station on the Murray River.

Edward became a director and chairman o f the Colonial Bank 
o f Australia, a position which he held for many years, and also 
a director o f the Hobson’s Bay Railway Co. and o f the Australian 
Insurance Co.

Edward prospered financially, was an eloquent speaker and had a 
likable personality. He represented East Melbourne in the Legislative 
Assembly in 1861-65 and 1868-77, when death intervened. He had 
been appointed Commissioner o f Trade and Customs in two 
governments, 1869-70 and 1872-75 and in 1870 had served in the royal 
commission on charitable institutions. He was also active in civic and 
municipal affairs, having been elected a city councillor in 1854, 
re-elected and made Mayor in 1862 and elected a city alderman from 
1865-77.

He was active in the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation and in the 
Board o f Management o f the Synagogue. He became the first president 
o f a newly formed Anglo-Jewish Association and took a deep and 
concerned interest in education, in which field he made an important 
and enduring contribution. He championed the struggle to establish a 
state controlled and conducted system o f education for every child. 
In Parliament, he consistently advocated the abolition o f state aid to 
religion on the grounds that it contributed to colonial divisiveness and 
anti-national sentiment.

Edward Cohen died in East Melbourne on 13 April 1877, at the 
early age o f 54, after an accident and three years o f ill-health. His 
passing was a great loss to the community at large as well as to Jewish 
people. His thinking was broad and sound and he led a very useful and 
successful life in Australia, making a worthwhile contribution to the 
colony’s welfare and direction.

Council Rate Books indicate that after Cohen’s death, his two 
Portions were transferred to his brother-in-law, Benjamin Benjamin. 
Sometime later they were purchased by the New North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited and subdivided between 
1913 and 1925.
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DOLE, Joseph (1821-188?)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

567 8 1 20 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (north 
side) on eastern corner o f 
Eastern Valley Way, 
extending north to 
southern boundary o f 
E. Bennett’s grant.

Joseph Dole, described as a ‘smith’, and his wife Martha, ‘a house 
servant’, both aged 21, arrived in Sydney in July 1842 as British bounty 
immigrants, introduced into the colony o f New South Wales by William 
Forsyth o f Sydney, believed to be a com  and hay dealer o f George 
Street south. Forsyth was to have been given unconditional authority 
for them and for thirty-nine other immigrants and their families whom 
he had applied to bring out but, as he failed to line up jobs for them 
as agreed, the Crown refused to pay him the bounty. The immigrants 
had to find jobs for themselves.

Joseph Dole worked for Isaac Dole for thirty shillings per week, 
without rations. Isaac was a ticket-of-leaver, originally from Bristol, 
England who had come out in 1822 in the Canada, (his relationship with 
Joseph, if any, is not known). By the 1850s, Joseph had established 
himself as a locksmith and bellringer at 405 George Street; a directory 
published in the early ’sixties describes him as a locksmith and iron
monger at 389 George Street and the Electoral Roll (St Leonards) for 
1869-70 records him as residing at Lavender Bay, North Shore. Joseph 
seems to have been a conscientious citizen. There is an autographed 
1851 petition in the Mitchell Library, from Dole to the Legislative 
Council o f New South Wales, on behalf o f merchants, manufacturers 
and other employers o f labour in the City o f Sydney, regarding the 
deficient water supply. Historically, the content is worth quoting:

That your Petitioners are large Consumers o f  Water, and that many o f  them, 
who have entered into special contracts with the City Corporation, for  the 
supply, have, on the faith thereof, embarked large Capitals in Manufacturing 
and other pursuits.
That these, together with a population o f  fifty thousand are exclusively 
dependent upon a precarious supply from the Lachlan Swamp; no steps 
having been taken to procure water from elsewhere — although two 
years since, when the City was menaced with a calamity, similar to that 
which now threatens it, a Special Committee o f  the City Council was 
appointed by whom evidence was taken, but who have never either made a



recommendation or report, and whose inquiries have terminated without any 
practical result.
That, as from the Gold discoveries, a large addition to our urban population 
may be anticipated, the most strenuous exertions should be made to obtain 
a more certain and abundant supply.
The petition continued with the concrete suggestion that a 

permanent and abundant water supply might be obtained at a 
reasonable cost from Botany or the Cook’s River, and that revenue 
from the sale o f water should be used as security for a loan.

Joseph sold his 1856 grant in Northbridge to John Watson, Jun. o f 
B alm ain in 1887 (Certificate o f Title), who sold in 1904 to the wife o f 
auctioneer Duncan Joseph McIntyre o f North Sydney. For reasons not 
known, a John Robinson is shown as owner o f Dole’s land in Council’s 
Rate Books for the years 1874-75 and 1882-86. The land was sub
divided in 1905 and sold as the Lucknow Estate. Dole appears to have 
died in the late 1880s, survived by his wife Martha and two sons, both 
o f whom were ironmongers.

DONNELLY, Ross

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

132 10 0 0 1848 At Fig Tree Point, 
Middle Harbour.

\n Ford's Sydney Commercial Directory 1851, Ross DonneUy is shown as 
a barrister-at-law in Elizabeth Street north, with a private residence at 
St Leonards, North Shore. Manuscripts in the Mitchell Library indicate 
that by 1841 Donnelly had had at least five years’ experience at the Bar 
in the United Kingdom and had sufficient colonial experience and 
seniority to qualify for nomination by the Chief Justice o f New South 
Wales for appointment as a puisne judge, should a vacancy occur. He 
was placed third on the list o f names submitted.

Ross Donnelly was the second person to acquire Crown land on the 
Northbridge peninsula. Certificate o f Title, vol. 699 folio 140, in favour 
o f William Lenty Twemlow for Portion 340, states that Ross Donnelly’s 
10 acres (Portion 132), was already owned by Twemlow. Council’s 
Rate Books for 1874-75 and 1882-86 credit Twemlow with ownership 
o f the land and a house that stood on it. Twemlow sold the property 
in the late 1880s to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited. For more details see William Lenty Twemlow in 
this section.



FRENCH, James Harris (1817-1893)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

133 20 0 0 1851 Sailors Bay Rd (north 
side). Shore playing fields.

527 10 0 0 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (east side) 
near Clive Park.

535 7 2 24 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (west side) 
near Clive Park.

566 9 1 25 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (north 
side). Harden Av lies on it.

James Harris French was bom in Dalwood, Devon, England on 
Christmas Day 1817. His father was James French, a farmer. It is 
known that his mother, Mary, had died before he migrated to Australia 
in 1840 on the ship Alfred. He arrived in Sydney in January 1841. On 
10 August 1842 he married Mary Tiffin nee Blue, a daughter o f William 
(Billy) Blue who operated the first ferry service between Sydney and 
Blues Point.

In 1844 James was chosen a Tmstee o f  the Presbyterian SchooUiouse 
in Blues Point Road, St Leonards (now North Sydney). In June 1851 
he was sworn in as a Special Constable £md Ranger o f Crown Lands 
under Simon Henry Pearce, the Crown Lands Bailiff. French worked in 
this capacity for some years and the fact he was a ranger probably 
earned him the nickname ‘Darby’ French (a prison colloquialism for 
‘handcuffs’), one o f a few epithets he collected in his lifetime.

In 1851 he purchased his first grant o f Crown lemd — Portion 133 on 
the corner o f Sailors Bay Road and Alpha Road, extending to Sailors 
Bay Creek, in total 20 acres, to which he added two other grants on the 
Willoughby side in 1856. French called his property ‘Paradise’ and buUt 
a large weatherboard cottage on Alpha Road, facing the eastern end o f 
Frenchs Road (named after him), one o f the earliest streets established 
and named in the district. The property was enclosed with a substantial 
two-rail fence, with entrance through large double gates in Alpha Road.

Between 1856 and 1857 James Harris French purchased m2my grants 
o f land in today’s Northbridge and Willoughby. He also purchased 41 
acres in what became known as Frenchs Forest, next to Pearce’s 200 
acres. Later he acquired Pearce’s 200 acres and erected two sawmills, 
shipping the timber from Bantry Bay down Middle Harbour to various 
destinations. His association with the area resulted in it becoming 
known as Frenchs Forest, and Rangers Retreat Road in that district is 
so named because o f his official title.



In 1865 French was a signatory to the petition requesting 
incorporation o f the Municipality o f North Willoughby and seems to 
have collected some o f the signatures. The first municipal election in 
December 1865 was held in a house on his property ‘Paradise’ . At this 
election he became one o f the first councillors (aldermen) and 
presented his ‘Declaration o f Office’ at the first meeting o f Council on 
New Year’s Day 1866. Alas for French, the Municipalities Act 1858 
prescribed that the lifetime o f the First Council would be short because 
the two councillors who had received the least number o f votes (and 
French was one o f these) would be required to retire on the first 
Tuesday in February 1866, but would be eligible for renomination. 
At the second and final meeting o f the 1865 Council on 15 January 
1866, French moved the first motion on Roads “ that Council apply to 
Government to provide a surveyor to mark roads and same to be 
proclaimed public roads”  viz. present-day Mowbray, Willoughby and 
Frenchs Roads. It was passed unanimously. French was unsuccessful 
at the next two elections but successful in 1868 through to 1873. As 
an alderman he took his duties very seriously and twice unsuccessfully 
nominated for the position o f Mayor. On re-election in 1868, he was 
appointed together with three others to represent Council on a 
committee formed to superintend the erection o f a bridge at Flat Rock, 
as specified by the 1866 Council and, in 1869, he and CouncU Clerk, 
Francis Stack, made the ‘assessment o f values’ o f  property within the 
Municipality. French initiated and strongly supported several important 
motions during his terms o f office, within a pioneering Council with 
little money and many basic development needs to meet. His interest 
in municipal affairs did not end when he ceased to be an alderman: it 
is recorded in Leplastrier’s Willoughby's Fifty Years that French was often 
seen as an onlooker at Council meetings dressed in his blue ranger’s 
coat.

James Harris French, described as a farmer in Sands directories and 
on his death certificate, died at ‘Paradise’ on 2 March 1893, aged 76 
years and was buried in the grounds o f Wesleyan Church (comer o f 
Mowbray Road and Pacific Highway, now the Uniting Church in 
Australia, Chatswood South). In recent years his headstone was 
removed to the Assembly Hall o f Frenchs Forest High School. He was 
survived by his wife, described as a large, handsome woman, graceful 
in carriage; there were no children o f the marriage. James was also 
survived by a blind sister-in-law Ellen French (later Thompsett), a niece 
Mary French (later Carr) and two nephews Michael and Henry French, 
the family o f his younger brother Henry French who died in Adelaide 
in 1859. James provided for his wife and left small legacies to his 
brother’s family.

In his will, French left the property in Alpha Road to The Royal 
North Shore Hospital, then a small, struggling cottage hospital in



Willoughby Road, Crows Nest. When the hospital decided in favour 
o f its present site, it sold the land in 1929 to the Sydney Church 
o f  England Grammar School Council.

The local community’s impressions o f French are revealed by John 
McFarlane in the Suburban Herald, 11 February 1927:

It is seventy yeras since I  first knew Mr French . . .  7 was then about ten years 
o f  age. I  remember that everyone knew him. He was generally known as 
‘Humpy’ French, because he was somewhat o f  a hunchback, though he was a 
man who weighed about twelve or thirteen stone.

He was a clean living man, though he scorned to conform to the convention
alities. He did what pleased himself, and cared n ota  jo t  what others thought. 
Beneath this veneer o f  uncouthness, however, there beat the heart o f  a man, 
and he was known to do good by stealth. He was also happy in his home 
li fe . . .

French appeared to take a delight in shocking the more precise people o f  his 
time. He would go into an hotel and call for half a pint o f  beer, at the same 
time tendering a penny-halfpenny in payment [exactly half the cost o f  a 
p in t]. The bonifaces who refused to split straws, so to speak, lost his custom.
He would go elsewhere. Simultaneously with his order for the drink he 
would produce a crust o f  bread and munch it as he drank the liquor, and he 
was either quite unconcerned at the comments o f  the people in the bar, or 
he took a delight in his being an object o f  interest.

In his dress, too, he was quite unorthodox. He invariably wore an old Chinese 
grass hat covered with Japanese silk, and a long overcoat which trailed at his 
heels, and was embellished with pompadour flowers. He generally drove 
about in a cart, and was never seen sitting down in this antique vehicle. He 
preferred to stand up and steady himself by a light hold on the reins.

Concerning French’s grants in Northbridge, Portion 527 seems to 
have been owned for many years by a T. S. McCormack and may have 
become the Bourmac Estate, which was subdivided about 1926-28; 
Portion 535 was acquired by the North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Comptmy Limited and later by its successor, the New North 
Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited, and subdivided 
about 1924; Portion 566 was acquired by North Shore Middle Harbour 
Land Company Limited and later subdivided as The Table-land Estate 
in 1904.
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GLOVER, Thomas (18 7-1885)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

513 8 0 17 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (south 
side), extending south to 
Flat Rock Creek. Pyalla St 
lies on this grant.

For some reason the name o f Thomas Glover, the original owner o f 
the Portion, is not given on the current edition o f the Parish o f 
Willoughby map nor is the area o f the grant. Details were obtained from 
other maps emd confirmed by reference to the Certificate o f Title.

Thomas Glover, a carpenter o f Caledonia Street, Paddington 
remained owner o f Portion 513 until 1884. Death seems to have 
occurred in 1885, after which his wife, Jane and the four children each 
inherited a one-fifth share. About half o f  the grant was auctioned in 
1905-06 as the Twa Bridge Estate, probably so called because it lay 
between Flat Rock Bridge to the west and Suspension (now Cammeray) 
Bridge to the east. Pyalla Street (1906) runs through the Estate. Most 
lots were sold in 1906, a few remaining in the name o f Mrs Jane Glover, 
c /o  Glover Bros, Miller Street, North Sydney but these she disposed of, 
unimproved, within the next nine years. Her name is mentioned in the 
history o f North Sydney Post Office which was temporarily housed 
from 1875 to August 1886, in premises owned by Mrs Jane Glover in 
MiUer Street, opposite the Court House. The premises comprised a 
store and dwelling with seven rooms.

HARRISON, James Robert

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

526 11 3 14 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (east 
side) at its junction 
with Auhrey Rd, 
extending north with 
eastern boundary front
ing Middle Harbour.

Harrison’s full name was obtained from the Auction Sale document 
held by the Department o f Lands but his occupation could not be
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established with certainty. He may have been James Harrison, captain 
and master mariner, who lived at WooUoomooloo in the early 1850s 
which could account for difficulties in tracking his later whereabouts 
and for his choice o f land fronting Middle Harbour.

In 1856 he signed a petition to Edward Deas Thomson, from the 
electors o f the City o f Sydney, requesting Thomson to accept 
nomination as one o f the candidates to represent them in the 
Legislative Council.

By 1884 Harrison had sold his Portion to a John Nieble (sometimes 
recorded as Neible) who, ten years later, sold to the North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited and to Thomas Dalton, as 
joint tenants.

In 1904 joint ownership was transferred to the Association o f North 
Shore Debenture Holders Limited and to Thomas Dalton’s Estate. In 
1912 the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited became the owners.

HAWKINS, Richard

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

522 14 2 30 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (south 
side) extending south to 
Tunks Park, immediately 
to the west o f  Northbridge 
Public School and

523 16 0 30 1856 Golf Course.

Richard Hawkins seems to have been the pubhcan who owned or 
managed the Rose o f Australia Inn, 631 George Street, Sydney in 1851 
and the St Leonards Hotel, Berry Street, North Shore from 1858-61. 
His later address was Burwood, Sydney.

His two Portions were sold in 1887 to James Alexander Brown who 
sold to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited.

Ownership passed to the Association o f North Shore Debenture 
Holders Limited and finally to the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited. The Ismd was subdivided between 1913 
and 1925.
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JOSEPHSON, Manuel Francis

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

568 10 3 10 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (north 
side) at its junction with 
Eastern Valley Way, 
extending north to Sailors 
Bay Creek.

Manuel Josephson was a builder at 252 Castlereagh Street, Sydney 
who also owned Portions o f Crown land on the Lane Cove River, where 
he had a residence, and in other municipalities. The Josephson family 
owned a lot o f  property in the city.

In July 1873 Manuel Francis sold his Portion 568, together with 
several parcels o f land elsewhere, to Joshua Frey Josephson for 
£10,000. Joshua was a solicitor and an alderman on the Sydney City 
Council who lived at Enmore and had an office in Elizabeth Street 
north. By 1888 Joshua had sold Portion 568 to the North Shore and 
Middle Harbour Land Company Limited. By 1902 it had been acquired 
by Thompson & Owen, solicitors o f Norwich Chambers, Hunter Street 
and seems to have remained in their possession until subdivided and 
sold as the Eric Estate 1905-06.

The North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited 
planned that its proposed Willoughby-Gordon Tramway, commenced 
unsuccessfully in the late 1880s, would pass through Josephson s grant.

PHENNA, Robert

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

528 6 2 30 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (east side) 
adjoining Clive Park.

Robert Phenna is listed in Sands Directory as a Law Stationer with a 
business in Pitt Street but residing in Campbell Street, Sydney. Later 

, he is described as a Law Clerk and is shown to be Secretary to Lodge of 
Australia No. 548.

As a citizen, he endeavoured to ensure that the two instruments o f 
government, the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly, 
adhered to sound constitutional principles. From manuscripts in the
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Mitchell Library it is known that in 1856 he signed a petition to 
Edward Deas Thomson, from the electors o f the City o f Sydney, 
requesting Thomson to accept nomination as one o f the candidates to 
represent them in the Legislative Council. The Petition stated “ at this 
juncture o f our political difficulties . . . you are eminently qualified 
from long experience and ability to assist in working out our New 
Constitution in its integrity” .

Phenna was a Committee member o f the New South Wales 
Constitutional Association and signed a request in 1860 to William 
Macarthur that he accept nomination for the Electoral District o f 
Camden. The request highlighted the fact that the Association did not 
prescribe to any particular political views, and explained that its object 
was to secure for the Legislative Assembly the services o f gentlemen 
whose standing and education would be a reasonable guarantee that 
they would support sound constitutional principles and would promote 
the true interests o f the Colony.

Early in 1879 Phenna sold his Portion to Francis Adams who, in 
1888, sold to Charles A. M. Billyard who sold the same year to the 
North Shore and Middle Harbour Land Company Limited. It passed 
through the hands o f a few private individuals, including three Clerks 
in Holy Orders as joint tenants, before being purchased by Sidney 
Raper, estate agent, and subdivided in 1938.

SPENCER, John Lewis

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

347 10 0 0 1837 End o f  Sailors Bay Rd 
(east side), now Clive Park.

John Lewis Spencer, solicitor, was the first person to buy Crown 
land in Northbridge, resumed at a much later date for park purposes. 
It was the only piece o f land he ever owned in Northbridge although he 
became a large land speculator in other areas within the County o f 
Cumberland, including present-day KiUamey Heights. He also acquired 
land in some ten country districts. In 1851 he had an office at 
220 Elizabeth Street north and a private residence at Green Gate, 
Lane Cove. The history o f his Portion 347 is told separately under 
‘Albert Town Estate’ .
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STRICKLAND, Thomas

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

514 9 2 20 1855 Sailors Bay Rd (south 
side), extending south to 
Flat Rock Creek. Nulgarra 
St lies on this grant.

Thomas Strickland’s name and the area o f his grant no longer appear 
on the current Parish o f Willoughby map. Details were obtained from 
other maps and confirmed by reference to the Certificate o f Title but 
his occupation could not be established. The N.S.W. Electoral Roll 
1869-70 states “ unknown, freehold. North Shore” .

His Portion was acquired by the North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited about 1888, by the Association o f North 
Sydney Debenture Holders Limited in 1904 and by the New North 
Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited in 1910.

TERRY, Samuel Henry (1833-1887)

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

519 13 2 20 1855 Sailors Bay Rd (south
side) extending south to

520 12 1 0 1855 present Tunks Park.

Samuel Henry Terry, landowner and pohtician, was bom on his 
father’s estate at Box Hill, Pitt Town, N.S.W. on 9 April 1833 and was 
the eldest son o f John Terry, landowner (died 1842) and Eleanor 
nee Rouse. His parents had married in 1831 and settled at Box Hill; 
the marriage linked two o f the weeilthiest families o f early New South 
Wales and made Samuel Henry Terry the grandson o f both Samuel 
Terry, Sen. and Richard Rouse.

Samuel Henry was educated at two prominent schools o f the day 
— John Mills’ school at Parramatta and W. T. Cape’s Elfred House 
Private School in Sydney.

After leaving school, Samuel decided to gain mercantile and general



business experience by joining the staff o f J. R. Young’s counting house 
(later Messrs Lark, Young and Bennett). On 13 May 1856 at St James 
Church he married Clementina Parker, youngest daughter o f John 
Want.

In 1858, at the age o f twenty-five, he offered himself as a candidate 
for a seat in Parliament, standing for Canterbury but was unsuccessful 
at the elections in June 1859; when that Parliament dissolved shortly 
afterwards, he offered himself in the general elections and won a 
by-election for Mudgee in December of that year. This was the 
beginning o f a very creditable political career.

He retained the seat o f Mudgee for some nine years during three 
Parliaments, each election defeating very promising opponents who 
later rose to high positions. When finally defeated, it was a close finish 
against Matthew Henry Stephen, a barrister in high repute.

Following defeat, Samuel retired from pohtics until 1871, devoting 
himself to personal business affairs. He accepted an invitation to 
represent New England in the Legislative Assembly, was successful and 
retained the seat for the next nine years, declining a further nomination 
from the electors in favour o f again representing Mudgee from 
December 1880.

After one year he resigned to allow John (later Sir John) Robertson, 
o f whom he was a strong supporter, to return to the Assembly.

Samuel was appointed to the Legislative Council in 1881 and 
continued to be a member until his death in 1887.

Terry was a pronounced and progressive hberal free trader 
throughout his quarter o f a century in pohtics but he never allowed his 
party to stand between him and his duty; if a worthwhile measure was 
introduced by the other side o f the House he did not hesitate to give it 
his honest support.

As a member o f the Legislative Assembly, and a large landowner 
himself, he took a keen interest in all legislative matters affecting land 
and property and gave the Assembly the benefit o f his advice, based on 
sound knowledge and practical experience in property matters.

He had been a member o f the 1879-80 royal commission into the 
working o f the real property Acts. In his pohtical career he introduced 
seventeen public bhls, o f which eleven were enacted, including the 1874 
TrienniEil Parliaments Bill and the Betting Houses Suppression Bill. In 
all, he was a conscientious, hardworking and responsible representative 
o f the people.

Samuel Henry Terry died at the young age o f fifty-four, at his 
residence, ‘The Lilacs’, at Ashfield on 21 September 1887 and was 
buried there in St John’s churchyard. He was survived by a son and 
a daughter o f his first marriage and by two sons and a daughter o f 
his second wife, Caroline Jane nee Weaver, whom he had married at 
St John’s, Darlinghurst in 1863.



TWEMLOW, William Lenty (1838-1909)

Map
Portion

No.
Area

Ac R P

Date o f 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

340 2 3 35 1884 Fig Tree Point, Middle 
Harbour.

William Lenty Twemlow, jeweller and watchmaker, was the last 
person to buy Crown land on the Northbridge peninsula but became 
one of its earliest residents. Some incorrect statements have been 
printed regarding Twemlow’s period o f residency in Northbridge and 
the amount o f land he acquired. (See the section ‘The First Residents 
on the Northbridge Peninsula’.)

Portion 340 was a small area o f Crown land which lay between Ross 
Donnelly’s grant o f 10 acres to the east (Portion 132) which Twemlow 
had purchased in 1874-75 and James Wilham Bligh’s grant o f 10 ac 
2 r to the west (Portion 525) purchased by Twemlow in the same year. 
Twemlow sold Portion 340 to Charles A. M. Billyard in April 1888 
who sold later in the same year to the North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited. It passed into the hands o f the 
Association o f North Sydney Debentxure Holders Limited in 1902 and 
then to the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited in 1912. Jane Whitehouse, Twemlow’s married daughter, 
obtained pEirt o f  it in 1924 from the latter Company.

WESTON, John

Map
Portion

No. Ac
Area

R P

Date of 
Alienation 

from Crown Location

515 10 1 0 1856 Sailors Bay Rd (south
side), extending south to

516 9 3 20 1856 Flat Rock Creek.

John Weston was a clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Department and 
was for a time Accountant, Colonial Storekeeper’s Office. He sold his 
two Portions in February 1884 to Robert Wisdom, barrister-at-law, 
Sydney. They were sold twice again before being bought by James 
Alexander Brown in 1886 who sold to Charles A. M. Billyard who sold 
to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited. 
Finally the latter’s successor, the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited became owners in 1912 and subdivided.



THE ALBERT TOWN ESTATE

First attempt at residential development on Northbridge peninsula

The first piece o f Crown land in Northbridge to be sold by public 
auction at the Colonial Treasury was Portion 347 (10 acres, later 
reduced to about six acres, the high-water mark,) situated where Clive 
Park now stands. It was purchased on 30 January 1837 by John Lewis 
Spencer, solicitor, o f Elizabeth Street north, Sydney but the Land 
Purchase Certificate was not made legal until 29 July 1837, when it 
was signed by Governor, Sir Richard Bourke, and the Colonial 
Secretary and Registrar, E. Deas Thomson. This sale has an interesting 
history; the facts should add interest to a visit to Clive Park.

John Lewis Spencer bought the land for five poimds on condition 
he paid a quit rent o f one peppercorn per annum. The location was 
erroneously recorded as Fig Tree Point, Middle Harbour, and the error 
was not corrected until the 1930s. Boundary details were given as 
“ bounded on the West by a line commencing at a Gum Tree marked on 
four sides on the shore o f Middle Harbour bearing South twelve chains 
and thirty links on the South by a line East. . .  ” , etc. In less than one 
year after the Governor had signed his Piurchase Certificate, Spencer 
sold the land. It changed hands a few times before Henry (or Harry) 
Lambert Brabazon bought it in 1840 and had it attractively subdivided 
with streets suranged as shown on the accompanying map, the overall 
design resembling a large Georgian arched window. He called his 
subdivision ‘Albert Town Estate’ which confused compilers o f 
gazetteers published between 1848 and 1892 who thought it was a 
township. Wells’ Gazetteer o f 1848 states: “ ALBERT TOWN. In the 
parish o f Willoughby, county o f Cumberland, N.S.W., in Middle 
Harbour, Port Jackson” . Deference to government authority is evident 
in the choice o f street names — ALBERT PLACE (after the Prince 
Consort), GIPPS STREET (after the then Governor o f N.S.W.), KING 
STREET, QUEEN STREET, VICTORIA CRESCENT (after Queen 
Victoria, the then reigning Queen), and CHURCH STREET (where 
an area was reserved for a church). Most lots were one quarter o f 
an acre in size. Some lots in most streets were sold but in all, there 
were only five different buyers. Gipps Street and one street in the 
western portion, for which the name could not be deciphered (Neath or
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T/ie Albert Town Estate.
(Map by courtesy o f  Department o f  Lands, N.S.W.)



Heath?), do not appear in Council’s Rate Books. No Rate Book prior to 
1888 (at best a very incomplete run) lists entries by streets; however, 
from 1888 to 1910 all o f the Estate’s streets, with the two exceptions 
already mentioned, appear in the Rate Books. With the exception o f 
Mrs T. Harvey, mentioned later, no landowner erected a building; 
apparently the residential enterprise came to naught.

In 1907 Joseph Henry Evans Booker purchased the entire grant; he 
died in 1914 but before his death Willoughby Council had reclaimed 
the area and named it ‘Clive Park’ to commemorate the services o f 
Clive Norman Backhouse, an estate agent o f Martin Place, who was 
Mayor o f Willoughby 1912-13 and an alderman on Council 1911-14. 
However, the resumption for park purposes, with control vested in 
Willoughby Council, was not gazetted until August 1933, perhaps 
because Booker’s will took some years to finalise.

One o f the important and interesting facets o f this research on 
Albert Town Estate was to find the whereabouts o f Jane (Mrs Thomas) 
Harvey who is listed in the 1887 Sands Directory as hving in Sailors Bay 
Road. She lived on this Estate, in a house which stood on half an acre 
o f land, probably in the western portion. No street or location details 
are known. More information on Mrs Harvey is given in the following 
Section.



THE FIRST RESIDENTS 
ON NORTHBRIDGE PENINSULA

Henry Hocken Bligh (1826-1904): As mentioned in the Introduction, 
the first known resident on the Northbridge peninsula was one o f the 
pioneer landowners, Henry Hocken Bligh, in the early 1860s. Henry 
and his wife and young family lived in a house on his 1856 Crown 
grant, under primitive conditions, for maybe nine years before moving 
to Kirribilli permanently. Malacoota and Bega Roads now run through 
Bligh’s grant. Biographical details o f Henry Hocken Bligh are given in 
the Section ‘Pioneer Landowners’ .

William Lenty Twemlow (1838-1909): The second known resident 
was William Lenty Twemlow who, with his wife and young daughter, 
took up residence at Fig Tree Point where Edward (later Sir Edward) 
Hallstrom and family (q.v.) later lived. Twemlow had a business in the 
city and sailed daily via the waterways to Circular Quay. Twemlow 
purchased Ross Donnelly’s 1848 grant o f 10 acres at Fig Tree Point in 
1874-75. It had a simple, rather primitive dwelling on it in which it is 
believed Twemlow and his family lived while a two-storey, stone f am ily  
home was being built on the property.

Bom in Tomay, Belgium in 1838, William Lenty Twemlow was the 
second eldest son o f William Twemlow, an English civil engineer who 
spent most o f his working life travelling the Continent installing 
weaving machines, and his wife Jane nee Lenty. His father died about 
1842 and, within a few years, his widowed mother decided to migrate 
to New South Wales with her young family. William became a 
watchmaker/jeweller and opened a shop in the Sydney Arcade. At 
twenty-one years o f age, on 24 August 1857 at Pitt Street south 
Presbyterian Church, he married Mary Marshfield o f Camperdown, 
N.S.W. o f the same age and o f English birth.

His business prospered and he was able to buy about thirty-four acres 
o f land on the Northbridge peninsula and have a family home, which 
they called ‘The Hermitage’, built at Fig Tree Point. In her 1964 
research on ‘The Hermitage’, Northbridge, Marjorie Lenehan states 
that Tremlow . . .

engaged Mr Selby, a well-known builder, to erect a house on Fig Tree Point, 
and in order to supervise the work, he moved from Woolwich with his family 
to an improvised building in Sailors Bay [probably in error for Long Bay].



The sandstone for 'The Hermitage’, as the house was to be called, was 
quarried on the estate, and took twelve months to c u t . . .
'The Hermitage' was a large two-storey house with a central flag-stoned 
courtroom. From the front verandah, there was an extensive view o f  Middle 
Harbour and the low hills b eyon d . . .
Stone steps led down to the water’s edge, and further along, at the tip o f  the 
Point, a long reef ran out far into Long Bay, and was later a favourite haunt 
o f  fishermen. Right from the start, William Twemlow took a keen interest in 
his garden. One o f  his first acts after he moved into the house was to plant 
a Moreton Bay fig tree. This tree, now almost 100 years old, is still casting its 
shade in the garden. O f late years, it has needed some cement rendering at the 
base to stay the hand o f  time, but it is hoped that it will long continue to 
grow and flourish.
One day, whilst digging in his garden, William Twemlow found an oak box. 
Inside was the skeleton o f  what proved to be a white baby, and experts 
estimated that it must have been buried for nearly 100 years. They surmised 
that a ship had pulled in to the Bay soon after the settlement at Sydney Cove, 
and the dead baby had been buried in a box made by the ship’s carpenter.
A convict’s ball and chain were also discovered in the grounds, no doubt shed 
by some escaping prisoner many years before, and there was evidence that the 
Point had once been the site o f  an aboriginal camp.
In those days, the only access to the house was by water, and every day, 
William Twemlow and a servant sailed from 'The Hermitage’ through The 
Spit, round Middle Head and Bradley’s Head to Circular Quay and thence to 
the jeweller’s shop in the Sydney Arcade. When becalmed, they resorted to 
the oars, but generally the sails carried them along steadily and surely. During 
the day, the servant worked in the shop, and then accompanied his master 
home again in the evening. One tragic day, William Twemlow and his servant, 
Thomas Homer Ellis, left Circular Quay at about 6 o ’clock with a light wind, 
and all went well until they were o f f  Middle Head, when the wind dropped. 
They were about to take down the sail when a heavy roller broke over them, 
capsizing the boat, and washing the two men into the water. Both could 
swim, and William Twemlow called to Ellis to keep to the boat, which had 
com e up bottom upward. The man, however, seemed to lose heart, became 
terrified, and after calling to his master to save him, sank, and was not seen 
again. William Twemlow could render him no assistance, as he was having a 
hard fight to save his own life. He clung to the boat, which was washed 
northwards, and he had difficulty in keeping it from being smashed to pieces 
on the rocks at Grotto Point, where a heavy sea was rolling in through the 
Heads. A fter being five hours in the water, he was eventually carried by the 
current to Dobroyd Point, where he staggered ashore in the surf, bruised and 
battered, but very lucky to be alive.

The house was inaccessible by land during Twemlow’s lifetime. It 
was rated on Sailors Bay Road and Council Minutes indicate that



Originally the Twemlow family home on Fig Tree Point, 
later sold to Sir Edward Hallstrom. (Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

Twemlow complained periodically about the condition o f that road and 
the need for a road to his house. The absence o f today’s public utilities 
made living conditions somewhat primitive. The Parish o f Willoughby 
map indicates where Twemlow’s Reef is but does not name it as do 
some earlier maps. Some local residents affirm that it was a popular 
fishing area and was always referred to as ‘Twemlow’s Reef’ .

William and Mary Twemlow had one child, Jane who is said to have 
eloped with Frederick Whitehouse against her parents’ wishes; they 
were unrelenting until their grandson, Aubrey, was born. (Aubrey Road 
is named after him.) After her father’s death in 1909, Jane Whitehouse 
lived in the family home until she sold it to Edward (later Sir Edward) 
Hallstrom in the 1930s.

William Lenty Twemlow died at his residence on 5 September 1909 
and was buried in the Church o f England Section o f Gore Hill 
Cemetery. His death certificate states he had lived in New South Wales 
for some 61 years. His wife survived him by four years. His occupation 
has at times been given as ‘dentist’ but this is incorrect. There was a 
William Twemlow who lived in Sailors Bay Road, near Alpha Road, in 
the 1890s who was a surgeon-dentist, with rooms in the city. Confusion 
has also reigned concerning the amount o f land he owned in North- 
bridge. A search through Council’s Rate Books and in the Land Titles 
Office has established that W. L. Twemlow owned only about thirty- 
five acres, comprising: Portions 132, 340, 524 and 525 which form a 
continuous area east o f Northbridge Park and south o f Aubrey Road.
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Jane (Mrs Thomas) Harvey: Mrs Harvey lived at the north-eastern 

end o f Sailors Bay Road, on Spencer’s grant (western side, it is 
thought), which was known in her time as Albert Town Estate (q.v.). 
She seems to have been a widow and lived in a house on half an acre o f 
land from at least 1882 to 1892, when she moved to c /o  J. D. Cheal, 
butcher. Military Road, North Sydney and was succeeded by Caroline 
(Mrs John) Sands. The stone foundations or fence o f a former building 
may be seen today midway up the hill to the rear o f Northbridge 
Sailing Club.

Caroline (Mrs John) Sands: Mrs Sands, believed to be a widow and 
sister or sister-in-law to Mrs Thomas Harvey (above), becEime owner 
and occupier o f Mrs Harvey’s land and house from 1892 to 1898, when 
she moved to the same address in Military Road as did Mrs Harvey. 
Mrs Sands appears to have retained ownership until her death about 
1906. Her successor was Mrs Sweeney.

Mrs Sweeney (initials not known): Mrs Sweeney occupied the house 
vacated by Mrs Sands from 1907 to 1910. In 1907 the grant had been 
purchased by Joseph Henry Evans Booker.

Mrs Adams (initials not known): Mrs Adams succeeded Mrs Sweeney 
as occupier o f the house in Sailors Bay Road from 1911 to 1914.

General note: One wonders if there was a small livelihood to be 
earned at the north-eastern end o f Sailors Bay Road from caretaking 
duties, supplies to fishermen and picnickers, tea gardens, hiring o f small 
rowing boats, etc.

Throughout the period 1888 to end o f 1903, no other people are 
listed in Sands Directory as living in Sailors Bay Road within the present 
Local Government boundaries for the suburb o f Northbridge. A 
maximum of four lived at the western end near High Street, the most 
important resident in this group being Joseph Clafton, painter, father 
o f Oliver Clafton (q.v.) after whom Clafton Avenue, Northbridge is 
named. Oliver was bom in the family home on the corner o f  Sailors 
Bay Road and Flat Rock Drive, built c.1887.



MIDDLE HARBOUR 
IN THE NEWS, 1877-1916

THE CROSSING OF LONG BAY BY
STUNTMAN, HENRI (HARRY) L’ESTRANGE, IN 1877

This feat o f Henri L ’Estrange, more often referred to as Henry or 
Harry, created widespread interest in 1877 and was much publicised in 
local and overseas newspapers.

Despite his French name, Henri L ’Estrange was born in the 
Melbourne suburb o f Fitzroy in the mid-1840s. After serving his time in 
travelling shows and a circus or two, he billed himself as ‘The Australian 
Blondin’. In 1859 and 1860, French tightrope-walker Charles Blondin 
made world headlines when he crossed Niagara Falls on a number o f 
occasions, once blindfolded, once carrying a man on his back, once 
trundling a wheelbarrow and, for a big finish, cooking an omelet on a 
stove at the halfway mark.

Stimulated by intense public interest in these feats, Australian 
Blondins sprouted everywhere but none was more confident and 
businesslike than Henri L ’Estrange. By 1876 he was in Sydney and, 
during January and February 1877, spent a lot o f time scouting 
the reaches o f Middle Harbour, at that time timbered and sparsely 
populated.

Early in March 1877 came the first o f many dramatic and extrava
gant advertisements about his proposed stunt. Harry L ’Estrange was to 
walk a tightrope over Middle Harbour! Actually it was over Long Bay, 
o ff Middle Harbour. Certain statistics were highlighted — the distance 
(430 m) would be greater than Blondin had ever walked and the height 
(105 m) double that at Niagara. The big day was to have been 31 March 
but this was later postponed to 14 April 1877. Harry had a trial run on 
29 March before a group o f important guests who were amazed at the 
coolness of this adventurous gymnast.

L ’Estrange made sure that public interest remained at fever pitch. 
Strategically placed ‘leaks’ appeared daily and the canny stuntman 
chartered, in advance, twenty-one steamers to take crowds from 
Circular Quay and to offload them on makeshift wharves at the foot of 
the cliffs.

April 14th dawned fine and hot and it kept getting hotter. Long Bay 
was literally choked with boats with about 8,000 paying customers.
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Thousands more went overland from St Leonards and were hit for 
admission by a small army o f Harry’s collectors. It was estimated he 
cleared £25,000 on the day. At a repeat performance four days later, 
before the Governor and his party, several steamers were engaged and 
about 2,000 witnessed the event. The third and last performance took 
place on 21 April 1877, there being only four steamers and several 
hundreds o f spectators on that day.

This feat took place before there was a bridge across Long Bay and 
therefore before the hillsides were dotted with houses. With the lapse o f 
time there seems no better way to recapture the frenzied excitement o f 
the day and the widespread interest in Harry L’Estrange’s stunt than 
to quote an eye-witness’s account reported in the Sydney Morning Herald 
of 16 April 1877:

L ’ESTRANGE’S ROPE-WALK OVER MIDDLE HARBOUR

It ca n n o t be said that B londin  is unrivalled as a rop e w alker now  
that Mr. H. LEstrange has so successfully completed two performances on the 
hempen pathway over Middle Harbour.
We have already reported one which took place two or three weeks ago in 
the presence o f  a few  friends, and especially with the object o f  demonstrating 
the bona fides o f  the affair.
A day was fixed for a more public exhibition, but the weather proving 
unfavourable, it was postponed until Saturday afternoon, when it came o ff  
successfully in the presence o f  thousands o f  spectators. Every necessary 
preparation had been made for the event. The following steamers were 
engaged for the conveyance o f  visitors, namely. Emu, Sapphire, Collaroy, 
Kiama, Goolwa, Prince Alfred, Quandong, Daisy, Houriki, Mystery, Phantom, 
Agenoria, Victoria, Violet, Manly, Omeo, Britannia, Empress o f  India, 
Leipoa, Pelican, Monaro, and, in addition to these, several other steamers 
were laid on by their owners to visit the scene o f  attraction with the view to 
make money. Before 1 o ’clock several o f  the steamers filled up with 
passengers for the trip. Shortly afterwards a vast crowd o f  people gathered at 
the Circular Quay, which gave it quite a holiday aspect. The steamers were 
quickly crowded with passengers, and, though twenty one had been engaged, 
the result proved that there were none too many. Nothwithstanding the 
counter-attraction o f  the Exhibition and the races, fully 8000 persons must 
have been conveyed to Middle Harbour. This was exclusive o f  some 
thousands, at least, who went by land from St. Leonards, and most o f  whom 
paid the collectors who were stationed at different points along the road. 
These for the most part took up a position on the western shore o f  the 
harbour, and thence had a capital view o f  L'Estrange’s feat. As many o f  the 
passengers by the steamers as desired to go on shore were landed on the 
eastern side o f  the harbour; several thousands availed themselves o f  the 
opportunity, and clambered up the precipitous and rocky slope to the best



<S>=

positions from which the rope could be seen. There were one or two 
publicans’ booths and several refreshment stalls erected for the supply o f  
liquors and refreshments; and not a few  were apparently glad to refresh them
selves after a toilsome scramble in the glaring sun up the sides o f  the hill. 
The heat was intense, and we could not but envy the comfortable quarters 
which those on the other side o f  the water appeared to enjoy under the shade 
o f  the hillside. Below the harbour was literally covered with steamers and 
boats o f  all kinds, all more or less occupied by people. The Young Australian 
band and the Albion brass band played on either shore, while the band o f  
Cooper and Bailey’s International Show was on board the Collaroy.
Everything being ready, precisely at 4 o ’clock L ’Estrange came out o f  his tent 
on the eastern shore, dressed in a dark tunic and a red cap and turban. 
Without hesitation or delay, he stepped on to the narrow rope, and, with his 
heavy balancing-pole, at once set out on his journey across the lofty pathway. 
As has been before stated, the rope is stretched across the harbour at a great 
altitude, the width apparently being three hundred yards. A t the western end 
it is higher than at the eastern, and as the weight o f  the rope causes a dip in 
the centre, the western end is at a considerable incline. Starting o f f  amidst 
the cheers o f  the spectators, L ’Estrange walked fearlessly at the rate o f  eighty 
steps to a minute across the rope, until he reached a spliced part near the 
centre, some twenty feet in length, which he passed more deliberately. Then 
he stood on his right foot, with his left resting against his right leg. This 
feat being safely accomplished, he dropped on to his knee, and afterwards sat 
down and waved his handkerchief to the crowd o f  spectators. N ext he lay on 
his back along the rope. Resuming the sitting posture, he took out a small 
telescope and for a moment or two surveyed the onlookers, who warmly 
applauded his performances. Raising the balancing pole, he lifted one fo o t  on 
to the rope, then the other, and continued his walk. He took a few steps 
backward and then proceeded up the inclined part o f  the rope steadily to 
the western shore, at the slower speed o f  about sixty steps a minute, the rope 
swaying considerably as he went. The remaining part o f  the distance was 
safely traversed, the last few steps being walked more quickly; and the 
intrepid performer stepped on ’terra firma’ amidst the enthusiastic cheers o f  
the spectators, the inspiriting strains o f  the bands o f  music, and the shrill 
whistling o f  the steamers. Within ten seconds the journey was performed in 
fifteen minutes, including the time spent in the performances on the centre o f  
the rope. It should also be mentioned that as L ’Estrange walked he had the 
sun shining brightly in his face.
Directly after the performance was over there was a rush for the steamers. 
The temporary wharf was kept by a body o f  the metropolitan police, under 
the direction o f  sub-inspector Johnson, who rendered effective service in 
preventing the overcrowding o f  the gangways. One or two persons go t a 
ducking, but we did not hear o f  any more serious accident. Before all the 
steamers had left, L ’Estrange appeared in a six-pair gig, rowed by a crew o f  
the Mercantile Rowing Club from the other shore, and was enthusiastically
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cheered. Middle Harbour has not such a world-wide reputation as Niagara, but 
there is no doubt that the man who has nerve to cross the one would find no 
difficulty in crossing the other at an elevation from which a fall in either case 
would be equally fatal. L ’Estrange appears to lack none o f  that daring or skill 
which has made Blondin famous throughout the world since he first crossed 
Niagara in 1859, and as he has the advantage o f  youth, he will probably 
prove the successor in this particular line o f  entertainment to the renowned 
Canadian. L ’Estrange was born in Fitzroy, near Melbourne, Victoria, and is 
apparently from thirty to thirty-five years o f  age. He has been about two 
years practising the business o f  rope-walking. Another performance is 
advertised to take place on Wednesday afternoon next.

NORTH SHORE PIONEER 
INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION, 1886

The North Shore Pioneer Industrial Exhibition, a forerunner o f 
Sydney’s Royal Easter Show, was held at the Blue Street Public School, 
St Leonards (now North Sydney) during the June school vacation, for 
one week commencing 19 June 1886. Its purpose was to display to 
Sydney citizens the industries and resources o f the North Shore and 
raise funds for a much-needed cottage hospital to be built at St Leon
ards (the forerunner o f today’s Royal North Shore Hospital).

The idea for the Exhibition originated with Frank B. Treatt, a civic- 
minded citizen o f Ashley Street, Chatswood, and Chief Clerk, 
Immigration Office, Sydney. A public meeting in September 1885 
endorsed his idea and many prominent citizens, full o f enthusiasm for 
the project, became committee members. Several parliamentarians, 
including Sir Henry Parkes, were vice-presidents. Chairman o f the 
Ceremonial Committee was William Henry Tulloh and Andrew 
Armstrong was Chairman o f the Industrial Directorate. Rear-Admiral 
George Tryon was President and the Governor, Lord Carrington, agreed 
to be patron.

As the Exhibition would be the first exposition yet held o f the 
industries and resources o f the North Shore district, it was decided to 
adopt the term ‘Pioneer’ and the promoters hoped it would be the 
prelude to “ others o f a more comprehensive and elaborate, if not more 
useful, description” . Other stated aims were to stimulate the develop
ment o f fresh industries, “ to assist in the education o f the young” , and 
“ to foster the union o f Art emd Labour” . Prizes were offered for entries 
in each o f  the eight main sections — agriculture, horticulture, 
manufacturing, education, arts, crafts, and general exhibits.

The Exhibition attracted a large range o f high quality entries which 
were displayed throughout the school in different ‘courts’ . Among the 
prizewinners was Andrew Armstrong who was a successful competitor 
in two categories — Best Collection o f Dried Ferns grown in the Parish
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o f Willoughby and Best Collection o f Amateur Fretwork produced by a 
North Shore Exhibitor. Among the school pupils who competed was 
Alfred Archibald, o f the Chatswood Public School, who gained a special 
prize for a map o f Australasia. Examples o f pottery exhibited by the 
Phoenix Pottery Company, W. Holford & Son, and Messrs Mashman 
and Sandison were highly praised as “ quite equal, in many respects to 
articles o f a similar class imported from home” . According to a con
temporary report: “ many other very praiseworthy and interesting 
exhibits were shown, the Exhibition, as a whole, reflecting credit on the 
resources and industries o f the district, the excellence and advanced 
stage o f which were well shown through the medium o f this 
exposition” .

The charge for admission was one shilling (2/6 on opening day) and 
the Exhibition was open daily from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. T ram s, which 
brought most o f the visitors, stopped at the gate o f the school. The 
Exhibition was a great success, with crowds o f visitors every afternoon 
and evening examining the exhibits or standing in the courtyard 
listening to the music. Brass bands played in the afternoon for their 
entertainment and in the evening there were orchestral concerts. On 
Monday night, June 28th, a popular promenade concert and a special 
display o f fireworks — ‘coloured fires’ — marked the conclusion o f this 
very successful North Shore Pioneer Industrial Exhibition.



RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
The first large scale attempt to induce residential development 

on the Middle Harbour peninsulas

THE CAMMARAY ESTATE

The first large estate on a Middle Harbour peninsula to be formed 
and advertised for sale was the Cammaray Estate in 1886 (Torrens 
Title), owned by Andrew Armstrong, J.P., a land and parliamentary 
agent o f Walker Street, St Leonards (now North Sydney) and Bridge 
Street, Sydney. Armstrong purchased all grants made, jointly, to John 
Bowie Wilson and George Sutherlsind Caird (qq.v.) and those made 
jointly to J. B. Wilson and John Logan Campbell Ranken (q.v.) in 1878. 
In all, the Estate comprised about 500 acres, most o f today’s Castle 
Cove and Middle Cove.

The survey map (q.v.) done by Andrew Innés Liddell, Civil Engineer 
& Licensed Surveyor o f George Street, Sydney shows the positioning 
o f eight roads in Castle Cove, each named after a Central North town
ship in New South Wsdes, an area which Andrew Armstrong knew very 
well. The roads were: Awaba, CorrobEire, Kendall, Munmorah, 
Pokolbin, Teralba, Wallarah and Wyong. Kendall Road is the only one 
that has survived and its route is similar to that originally planned: 
Corrobare Road became Cammaray Road (later cut back and partly 
replaced by Hooker Corporation), and the eastern end o f Teralba Road 
appeared on some street directory maps prior to 1930.

The roads in Middle Cove were: Cawarrah (which has survived in 
name and is similar in route today), Congewai, Kooree, Narara, 
Tumbiumbi, Vanco and Wilson. Apart from Wilson Road which 
encircled the headland and was named, appropriately, after John Bowie 
Wilson, part-owner o f all the original grants comprising the Estate, and 
Kooree Road, meaning ‘Australian Aboriginal’, all other roads were 
named after northern towns o f New South Wales.

Lots varied in area from below one acre up to ten acres but most 
were between one and two acres. It seems that Armstrong named his 
Estate after the Aboriginal group that had inhabited the area — the 
Camaraigals (various spellings).

According to Council’s Rate Books, Armstrong only sold a few Lots, 
some to family or relations. Realising that the poor response was largely 
due to lack o f transport access to the Estate and that all Middle







Harbour landowners were suffering accordingly, he originated, together 
with James Alexander Brown, the idea o f building an extension to the 
existing cable tramway operating between Milsons Point and Ridge 
Street, St Leonards (North Sydney), the extension to connect the 
Cammaray Estate with Milsons Point. The proposed northern route is 
shown on the survey plan; branch lines into Northbridge, Castlecrag and 
Castle Cove peninsulas were to be built, thereby increasing the value 
o f land on each o f the peninsulas. The time to initiate the proposed 
scheme seemed favourable and the Government looked to the private 
sector to finance public transport undertakings.

After some lobbying, Andrew Armstrong decided to form the 
Cammaray Estate Land Company, to be registered under the 
Companies Act, to buy his 500 acre Estate, less thirteen acres which he 
wished to reserve for residence, and to clear the land, form streets, 
build wharves etc. and otherwise improve the Estate for market. The 
directors were: Russell Barton, M.P., John S. Hawthorne, M.P., John 
Kidd, M.P., Benjamin Jenkins, J.P. (Mayor o f St Leonards) and Andrew 
Armstrong, J.P. £4,000 o f the capital o f £48,000 was to be used to 
buy shares in a company in course o f formation which had already 
applied for Legislative authority to effect the connection with the 
St Leonards Government cable tramway. From these events flowed 
action to build the said tramway and a bridge over Flat Rock gully. 
The history o f each o f these ventures follows.

WILLOUGHBY AND GORDON TRAMWAY

In the mid-1880s there was considerable agitation among residents 
o f the North Sydney area for transport to the city. In May 1886 in 
response to this demand, a government-owned cable tramway began 
operating between Ridge Street and Milsons Point where passengers 
could catch the ferry to the business district o f Sydney. Landowners 
further north talked o f an extension to the tramway. Two o f them, 
Andrew Armstrong, land and parliamentary agent, and landowner 
James Alexander Brown conceived a bold scheme to extend the line as 
far north as the parish o f Gordon (now East Roseville), crossing the 
head o f Long Bay gully by means o f a new high-level bridge.

As the line required parliamentary approval, the two men applied 
to the N.S.W. Parliament in 1886 for leave to introduce a Bill to 
construct and maintain such a tramway. The line would commence at 
the existing Ridge Street terminus o f the St Leonards Cable Tramway 
then travel along Miller Street in a northerly direction to Long Bay, 
then through North Willoughby to Mowbray Road, McClelland Street, 
Victoria Avenue and Albert Street (now Boundary Street).

It would cross areas o f land owned by Michael McMahon, James 
Alexander Brown, Sir Alexander Stuart, Richard Harnett and Thomas
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Todd Forsyth, all o f whom were in sympathy with the scheme. As 
Richard Harnett said, he beheved the scheme would greatly increase the 
value o f land near the tramway, raising it from £120 per acre to £500. 
At that time his lemd was accessible only by making a long detour. It 
was clear that all landowners near the proposed route expected to make 
a very great profit once the tramway was constructed.

Completion time was estimated at five years. It was an ambitious 
project for the line was a long one — 3 miles 16 chains — and crossed 
very difficult country. A cable tramway was proposed with a gauge o f 
4 ft 8 V2 in. It was estimated to cost £62,000 with a further £5,000 for 
the bridge. Capital was to be raised by floating a company consisting 
principally o f the limdowners concerned, the promoters then transfer
ring their interest to the new company.

As local council approval was also necessary, James Alexander Brown 
addressed the North Willoughby Council at its meeting in November 
1886 detailing the scheme and urging their support. A meeting with the 
neighbouring St Leonards Council followed and both councils signified 
their approval.

In 1887 the Bill was back before Parliament with a request for a 
slight deviation in the original route. The tramway was now to be 
electric and the cost revised downwards to £20,000. The bridge was 
still estimated at £5,000, the money to come from private subscription. 
The Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act was passed on 13 July 1887. 
It allowed the promoters. Brown and Armstrong, four years in which to 
complete the project and gave them the right to fix fares and tolls, as 
well as making them responsible for any claims o f negligence or 
impropriety. The government would have the power to purchase the 
tramway at market value.

After the passing o f the Act, the promoters assigned their rights in 
1888 to the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited 
which was formed with capital o f £500,000, o f  which two-thirds was 
paid up. Chairman was Charles Arthur M. Billyard-Leake, David Wilson 
was a director and James Edmund F. Coyle was the company engineer. 
At the time o f its formation, the company’s assets were more than 100 
acres o f land in Willoughby.

At this same time, the Cammaray Estate Land Company Limited 
was created by Andrew Armstrong and Benjamin Jenkins, Mayor o f 
St Leonards, with capital o f £48,000. The aim of the company was to 
buy 500 acres o f land in Willoughby from a single vendor, Andrew 
Armstrong. This tract o f land had nearly four miles o f frontage to 
Middle Harbour and is now covered by Castle Cove and Middle Cove. 
A further aim was to empower the directors to buy 4,000 one pound 
shares in the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company which 
would have the immediate effect o f rendering the land salable at a 
large profit. “ The Tramway will make the land directly accessible and
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within 45 minutes o f the business centre o f Sydney”  was the promise 
o f  the company’s prospectus.

In 1890 the Willoughby and Gordon Tramway Act was amended at 
the request o f the North Sydney Investment and Triunway Company. 
Engineering difficulties had occurred in making the tramway in Miller 
Street, the grades being unsuitable, but with a deviation from the 
original route, the tramway could be suitable for horse, steam or 
electric trams. The main alterations sought were in North Sydney and 
Cammeray. The rest o f the route was the same, crossing company- 
owned land on either side o f Long Bay gully, continuing in a general 
north-westerly direction to Victoria Avenue, across Warrane Road, 
Smith Street, the Alleyne Estate and terminating at the Cammaray 
Estate, the company’s property.

At the same time three branch lines were proposed: one to inter
sect with the main line at Sailors Bay Road, then travelling north-east 
along Sailors Bay Road to the western end o f Northbridge Park; 
another was to commence near the intersection o f the main line with 
Mowbray Road East (later Edinburgh Road) travelling along Mowbray 
Road East to a terminus on compEmy-owned land in CastlecrE^, near 
the present terminus o f the 203 bus route; and the third to commence 
at the terminus o f the main line, travelling north-east, east and south
east through part o f the Cammaray Estate in Castle Cove, east o f Little 
(now Yeoland) Sugarloaf.

The company engineer, James Edmund F. Coyle told the Parliament
ary Committee hearing evidence, that contracts for the project totalling 
£40,000 were entered into in May 1889 and that £23,639 had already 
been paid for work done. The Suspension Bridge had been started but 
delays caused by wet weather, unsuitable masonry, a contractor who 
gave up and had to be replaced and problems with workmen had set 
it back considerably. One o f the contractors had tried to speed up work 
on the Bridge by asking the men to work two shifts but the union 
representative said “ it’s against the rules, there must be only one shift” , 
which meant doubling the time. Because o f these unanticipated 
difficulties, the North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
wanted an extension o f time beyond the stipulated date o f July 1891. 
Under the amending Act, passed in September 1890, the company was 
granted an extension o f time to July 1893, with a further extension to 
1895 for the branch lines.

In 1891 the company again applied to Parliament, this time for 
permission to increase the maximum width o f private land for the 
tramway from 22 ft to 132 ft in order to make the tramway 6 6  ft wide 
at formation level. In some places where sloping embankments were 
needed, a wider section o f land was required to reduce the angle of 
slope. The chairman, in giving evidence, blamed the engineer for not 
realising this earlier. The tramway would now be about five miles long.



No further deviation was required, the line crossing Flat, Miller and 
Pine Streets, Long Bay, Sailors Bay Road and travelling north through 
various properties to terminate at Warrane Road. The line, complete 
with three branch spurs, would ultimately pass mainly through land 
owned by the company which had been buying up properties in 
anticipation o f a surge in demand for home blocks once transport was 
available. According to the chairman, C. A. M. Billyard-Leake, the 
company had already spent £33,268 on the work, with contracts worth 
£42,712 already signed. Money had been borrowed in England on the 
strength o f the two Acts o f Parliament.

In September 1891 the Suspension Bridge was near completion when 
the company held a large ceremony to celebrate the swinging o f the 
cables. Andrew Armstrong was one o f the many company and official 
representatives who attended. In January 1892 the Suspension Bridge 
was opened to traffic without any further celebration.

The Company never did complete the tramline beyond Amherst 
Street. The government resumed part o f the line from Ridge Street to 
Falcon Street for the purpose o f extending its cable tram service along 
Falcon Street to Crows Nest junction. The company was paid £700 to 
cover its cost in laying the line and retained the removed rails.

The land boom o f the 1880s which had inspired so many Australian 
landowners with dreams o f instant wealth was followed by a severe 
depression in the 1890s. Among the many casualties was the North 
Shore and Middle Harbour Land Company which was wound up, 
liquidators being appointed in 1892. The North Sydney Investment 
and Tramway Company also went into liquidation in 1893, following a 
creditor’s petition. The Suspension Bridge was managed for a time by 
an association o f debenture holders in the company called The Associ
ation o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited, before being finally 
handed over to the government in 1912 by the New North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited.

The Willoughby and Gordon Tramway scheme itself, although 
designed to benefit the investors and land speculators, was a bold and 
imaginative concept, far ahead o f its time. Held up by delays with the 
construction o f the Bridge, it was also defeated by fate, for had the 
land boom lasted another decade, it is likely that a tram service could 
have opened up Cammeray, Northbridge, Castlecrag, Castle Cove and 
Middle Cove many years earlier.

SUSPENSION BRIDGE (now Cammeray Bridge)

The story o f the picturesque CEimmeray Bridge with its Tudor towers 
and arches, a bridge still known to many as the Suspension Bridge, goes 
back to 1886. (See ‘Willoughby and Gordon Tramway).

Construction o f the bridge began in 1889 and took two years nine



months to complete at a cost o f £42,000 (reported figures vary). The 
original design was done by Mr D. Ross, architect o f Dunedin, N.Z; the 
civil engineer was James Edmund F. Coyle who had as consulting 
engineer. Professor William Henry Warren o f the University o f Sydney. 
The contractor was Alexander Johnston. It was a steel suspension 
bridge with stone arches and towers at each end, suitable for light 
vehicular traffic and pedestrians.

Iron and steel were imported from Scotland and the cable from 
England. The timber decking was local iron bark, seasoned for two 
years, while the sandstone came from the Company’s quarry on the 
northern side o f Castle Cove (east end) and was brought down Middle 
Harbour by steamer and punt. No staging or scaffolding was used in the 
project.

The cables were swung on 21 September 1891, an occasion marked 
by a ceremony at the bridge attended by directors o f the North Sydney 
Investment and Tramway Company Limited (the builder), contractors 
and various civic officials. According to a Sydney Morning Herald report 
the next day, “ a party o f city gentlemen was conveyed in drags from 
Milson’s Point to the bridge where, after inspecting the massive 
buttresses, they were entertained at luncheon” . The chairman described 
the bridge as being o f the stiffened suspension type. Cables were 
composed o f forty-two 2 V2 inch ropes o f plough-steel wire which had an 
ultimate strength o f 10,000 tons. They passed through openings in the 
main towers on each side o f the central span, through the abutments 
and into the anchorage chambers cut in the solid rock 1 0 0  feet below 
the surface and were there secured to cast-steel cylinders. The main 
towers were o f Tudor design, 115 feet high, each consisting o f two 
buttressed shafts linked by two arches with embattled towers, parapets 
and turrets. The abutments and wingwalls were also o f Tudor design.

Dimensions o f the bridge were given as 180 feet above water; 
length over abutments 860 feet, and between anchorages 1,030 feet; 
width inside parapets 28 feet; two end spans 150 feet each.

The Suspension Bridge was opened to traffic in January 1892. At 
the time it was considered one o f Sydney’s engineering wonders and 
soon became a tourist attraction, featured on postcards. It was hailed 
as the most handsome suspension bridge in the world, “ one o f the 
most imposing sights in New South Wales, the second largest suspension 
bridge o f the kind in the world” . Hundreds o f people visited the bridge 
at weekends, taking a walk through the bush, picking wildflowers and 
enjoying the excellent views.

The land boom of the 1880s was quickly followed by the depression 
o f the 1890s. Land sales slumped drastically, speculators lost heavily 
and many became bankrupt. In 1893 the North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company went into liquidation. Management o f the bridge 
passed to the Association o f North Sydney Debenture Holders Limited.



1. Bridge under repair, still showing cables. 2. & 3. Much strengthened, 
during and after construction. (Photos by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)
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In a search for income, a toll o f threepence return for adults and one 
penny for children was instituted. This raised some £600 per year. Not 
everyone paid. Stories are told by local residents who, as boys, would 
swing themselves across the girders under the bridge rather than pay the 
penny charge. One elderly resident recalled how her young brothers 
would cause a commotion at the rear o f the tollkeeper’s cottage, at 
the south end o f the bridge, in order to attract his attention while other 
children raced across the bridge.

In 1909 the tramway was extended from Falcon Street to the 
Cammeray end o f the bridge as land on that side was selling, although 
slowly. In 1911 Sir Allen Taylor, a prominent Sydney landowner, 
formed a new syndicate, the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited, to take over the bridge and the land on 
the north side. In May 1912 a deputation to the Minister for Works 
from the landowners and the two Councils involved offered the bridge 
to the government, conditional upon the government repairing it and 
extending the tramline to the north side, with no toll charged. The 
formal transfer took place at the Suspension Bridge on 16 November 
1912 at a ceremony attended by the Premier, James S. T. McGowen. 
Controversy over the circumstances o f the transfer led to questions in 
Parliament with charges o f corruption levelled at the Minister. However 
a Royal Commission, set up to inquire into the allegations, later 
exonerated him.

By 1913, 120 blocks o f land had been sold in Northbridge so the 
government at last agreed to extend the tramway. At the same time the 
bridge decking was renewed and strengthened to carry a heavier 
tramway loading than that originally provided for. The cost was 
£3,626.

The first extension o f the tramway on the north side, up Strathallen 
Avenue as far as Maraña Road, was opened on 7 February 1914. The 
second extension, along Sailors Bay Road, terminated near the present 
Northbridge Primary School. It was opened on 21 March 1914. (See 
also ‘Transport’.) In November 1915 electric lighting was installed in 
the two archways o f the bridge. These were switched on by the 
conductor o f the first tram passing at dusk and were turned o ff by the 
conductor o f the first tram at daylight.

Between 1925 and 1928 the White Transit Co. ran a private bus 
service from Chatswood to Milsons Point over the Suspension Bridge, 
partly competing with the government-owned tram service from North- 
bridge. As space and regulations prevented the bus and tram from 
crossing the bridge together, there was competition between the drivers 
to reach the bridge first. Strathallen Avenue frequently became a race
track. One such race almost ended in disaster when tram and bus, 
arriving together at the foot o f the hill, collided. Fortunately no one 
was hiurt. Later the government, attributing tram losses to the bus
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1. Decoradve stonework, cables removed. 2. The much strengthened bridge. 1  ̂

3. Re-opemng o f  bridge, 9 September 1939. (Photos, courtesy Miss M. Brown)
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PLAQUE ON “ SUSPENSION”  BRIDGE OVER LONG BAY TO NORTHBRIDGE
(From Photograph No. DN 839..2, supplied by Department o f  Main Roads, New South Wales)

TH IS BR ID G E  W AS OPENED BY

THE HON. A LE XR . M A IR , M.L.A., PR EM IER  OF NEW SOUTH W ALES 

9TH SEPTEM BER, 1939.

THE O R IG IN A L  STR U CTU RE  AT  TH IS SITE, A  ST E EL  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE, 

W AS OPENED TO T R A F F IC  IN 1892.

THE PRESEN T  R E IN FO R C ED  CONCRETE ARCH,

R ET A IN IN G  TH E STONE TOW ERS OF THE SUSPENSION  BRIDGE,

W AS CO NSTRUCTED  IN 1937-39 BY THE DEPAR TM EN T  OF M A IN  ROADS.

LT.-COL. THE HON. M. F. BRU XN ER , D.S.O., M.L.A., 

DEPUTY PR EM IER  & M IN IST ER  FOR TRANSPORT.

H. H. NEW ELL, C.B.E., M.INST.C.E., M.I.E. AUST., 

CO M M ISSIO N ER  FOR M A IN  ROADS.



competition, revoked the licences o f the bus company.
In 1935 the Department o f Main Roads assumed control o f the 

Suspension Bridge. The next year a detailed examination o f the 
structure revealed considerable corrosion in some o f the steelwork and 
cables. As repair was impracticable, a decision was made to replace the 
bridge with a completely ‘modem ’ type. Local residents, unwilling to 
lose their picturesque Suspension Bridge, asked the Department, 
through the Northbridge Progress Association, to retriin the distinctive 
stone towers in the new design.

In March 1937 a contract for the construction was awarded to 
Homibrook Bros & Clark Pty Ltd o f Brisbane, with ninety weeks to 
complete the project. Cost was estimated at £75,000. Sand, blue metal 
£md stone for the construction came from within 1 0 0  miles o f the site. 
When completed, the new bridge was a reinforced concrete arch type 
with an unusually large arch span o f 344 feet, with a rise o f 83 feet to 
the crown o f the arch. The carriageway was 30 feet, wider than the 
previous one, with two footpaths, both five feet wide.

On 27 May 1936 the old bridge was closed to all except pedestrian 
traffic. A bus service replaced the tram service, travelling via Willoughby 
Road and Crows Nest, but the Northbridge Progress Association pressed 
for a shuttle tram service as residents preferred to walk across the 
bridge. The government cancelled the bus and took two K-type 
tramcars to the north side o f the bridge. Two days later, following an 
inspection o f the bridge cables, the tramcars were replaced by buses. 
When constmction began in July 1937 the bridge was closed com
pletely and the shuttle bus service was replaced by the earlier one 
travelling via Willoughby Road and Crows Nest.

The new bridge, no longer a suspension bridge, was named 
Cammeray Bridge and opened on 9 September 1939. World War II had 
just begun Euid the Premier, Alexander Mair, was in Canberra but he 
performed the opening ceremony by radio, amphfied on the bridge. 
Edward Lloyd Sanders, M.L.A. for Willoughby, cut the ribbon and 
unveiled a brass commemorative plaque at the centre o f the bridge.

The tram service to the bridge which had ceased in September 1939 
was restored in July 1941 as a result o f petrol rationing and the need to 
conserve fuel. The trams ran only to Vale Street, Cammeray and after 
the war were replaced by buses. The last tram from Wynyard to 
Cammeray Bridge ran on 11 January 1948. Since 1958, when all North 
Shore tram services ceased, government buses have been the only public 
transport crossing the bridge.

Early in 1982 the mercury vapour lights on the bridge were replaced 
with high pressure lamps to give a softer, warmer illumination.
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THE MUNICIPALITY’S FIRST 
PUBLIC BATHS IN MIDDLE HARBOUR,
Sugarloaf Bay, Castlecrag, 1905

This saga commenced in 1887, or earlier, when Willoughby Council 
decided to investigate the feasibility o f having public swimming baths 
in each Ward. In August 1887, Council requested its Improvement 
Committee to report on the advisability o f securing suitable situations 
for salt water baths in each Ward, but later passed this project to its 
Works Committee for report. In January 1888, it was proposed that 
“ a site for a sea bath in East Ward be the Reserve on Sailors Bay 
(Sailors Bay Park) and application be made to owners o f land next to 
same to dedicate land required for a road to same from Mowbray Road 
East”  (now Edinburgh Road). In November 1900, Aid. R. H. Gordon 
moved that the Works Committee report on the practicability and 
probable cost o f  enclosing a portion o f the Middle Harbour, abutting on 
the Sailors Bay Reserve (sharkproof fence only) for the use o f bathers. 
Later that month, Council resolved that the Lands Department be 
asked to grant the necessary permission and that an officer report on 
the work with a view to the Department bearing cost o f same, in 
view o f its known desire to establish public baths.

Council’s Minutes outlined above, together with those that relate to 
Rockley Street, Castlecrag, constructed to give access to Sailors Bay 
Park from Edinburgh Road, clearly designate the proposed location for 
the baths to be in Sailors Bay, o ff Sailors Bay Reserve. However, 
Council did not ever build public baths at that location. The first public 
baths in Middle Harbour were built in Sugarloaf Bay, in 1905, by the 
owner o f the land, Joseph Knight Smith (q.v.), the then proprietor o f 
Hotel Willoughby, a very civic-minded citizen and later a representative 
on Council for Middle Harbour Ward. A local resident affirms that 
Knight Smith built steps down to the Baths from Edinburgh Road 
(north side), near the Reserve and west o f the bus terminus, and that 
one of the steps has Knight Smith’s name and the date 1905 on it. 
An account o f the official opening o f the Baths, early in December 
1905, reproduced from the IFeefelyDespafc/i, is given in the ‘Castlecrag’ 
Booklet.

THE COMPANIES INVOLVED IN
PREPARING FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

1913 brings to a close the period during which there was no public 
transport to and into the peninsula. The North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited, which was formed in 1886 or 1887 (the 
records o f the Corporate Affairs Commission, Sydney have been 
discarded), under chairman, C. A. M. Billyard-Leake, had made a bold



<^= =<S>

large-scale attempt to provide a tramway service that would link 
Boundary Street, Roseville to the ferry service at Milsons Point, via a 
bridge to be constructed over Long Bay gully. The Company 
accomplished the bridging o f the gully in 1892 (see Suspension Bridge) 
but it failed to provide the tramway and thus failed to solve the 
transport problem to Northbridge, the suburb-to-be, and to the other 
Middle Harbour peninsulas. Consequently, it was unsuccessful in 
inducing potential home-owners to purchase land from its extensive 
holdings, bought in expectation that the Company’s plans would come 
to fruition and give rise to a substantial Middle Harbour land sales 
boom. Alas, the Northbridge landscape changed little within the 
lifetime o f the Company, which went into liquidation in 1893. Follow
ing this catastrophe, the Association o f North Sydney Debenture 
Holders Limited was formed, probably by some o f the debenture 
holders in the Company that collapsed. Some o f that Company’s land

Sir Allen Taylor
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was transferred to the Association in lieu o f money owed to its 
members and it was given the right to impose and collect a toll from 
pedestrians and vehicle drivers who wished to cross the Suspension 
Bridge. From 1893 to 1911 it managed matters concerning the Bridge 
until a new company, the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited, was formed under the chairmanship o f Sir Allen 
Taylor (q.v.). The new Company acquired all land still owned by the 
Association and conducted land transactions. It decided to hand over 
the Suspension Bridge to the Government as a gift, provided the 
Government would agree not to charge a bridge toll and to extend its 
1909 tramway on the southern side to the northern side o f the Bridge 
and into the peninsula. Agreement was reached and a formal ceremony 
held on 16 November 1912 when Sir Allen Taylor presented the deeds 
to the Premier, the Hon. J. S. T. McGowen, M.L.C. However, before 
the Government could honour its promises. Public Works found it 
necessary to renew the decking on the Bridge in 1913 to increase the 
loading capacity. This event alone stimulated some interest from 
potential home-owners and church groups and resulted in some land 
sales. Early in February 1914, the tramway (single track) was extended 
to the northern side o f the Bridge as far as Maraña Road and a few 
months later to Sailors Bay Road and along that Road to the present 
site o f Northbridge Public School. Many residential blocks were sold 
and the Company became active in clearing the land for the making o f 
dirt roads; road sealing and kerbing were much later improvements for 
which the Northbridge Progress Association fought hard and long. 
Despite this burst o f interest, the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited went into liquidation in 1924. By then the 
suburb o f Northbridge had firmly emerged, though in crude and dusty 
fashion compared with post-1960 suburban developments and first 
steps had been taken by residents to establish some community 
facilities. Unlike Walter Burley and Marion Griffin in Castlecrag, the 
Company was purely a developer, in no way concerned with fostering 
a community spirit and encouraging local effort to enrich community 
life. A strong community spirit did emerge due to the interest, self- 
help and dedicated efforts o f so many o f the early residents. Time 
and space preclude mention o f more than a few o f these residents. 
Typical o f the regrettable omissions is the Curgenven Family. Douglas 
Curgenven came to Northbridge at the age o f seven and later became 
active in community affairs. He became a Vice-president, water polo 
player and long-serving auditor o f the Northbridge Amateur Swimming 
Club, a member o f Northbridge Progress Association and an active 
parishioner and office-bearer in the Northbridge Presbyterian Church.





ROADS AND STREETS 
IN NORTHBRIDGE

A register o f Roads and Streets giving date o f proclamation and naming 
together with origin o f name, does not exist.

It was decided to search through Council’s Rate Books and Valuation 
Lists, now housed in the Willoughby Municipal Library, to find the date 
when each street was first assessed i.e. when it had privately-owned 
property fronting on to it (vacant or built-on) as this date would, in 
most cases, approximate the date o f formation E m d  naming. Further, it 
was realised that the rate records would indicate changes in name and 
the Estates through which the street passes.

In some cases, the street may have existed in crude form before the 
assessment date e.g. as a track or carriage-way without any ratable 
property fronting it. In the early days o f the Municipality, access roads 
were merely clearings through the bush without ballast or drainage as 
most contracts let by tender were to stump and clear half a chain 
(33 feet) wide. The clearings became overgrown if neglected, and 
surfaces were quickly damaged by wet weather and horse-drawn 
vehicles. Some o f these roads e.g. Sailors Bay Road, may have been 
known by name before the assessment date.

Northbridge abounds in pleasant-sounding and easily pronounceable 
road and street names, most Aboriginal in origin. Some are apt, some 
are not. The developer, the New North Sydney Investment and 
Tramway Company Limited whose chairman. Sir Allen Taylor, is 
known to have had extensive knowledge o f northern and southern New 
South Wales would have chosen the street names. The Company may 
have compiled a list o f pronounceable Aboriginal words from which 
street names were to be allocated; this could account for the mixture 
o f adverbial phrases, place names and nouns. Aboriginal words can have 
multiple meanings, depending on the dialect spoken.

The date beside each name is the first assessment date.
AUBREY ROAD  — 1926-28: Lies on the original Fig Tree Point 

(Twemlow’s) Estate and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate No. 2. 
William Lenty Twemlow (q.v.) owned all the land at Fig Tree Point 
from 1874/75 and was sole resident in the area for many years. He 
pressed many times in the late 1800s for a road from Sailors Bay 
Road to his residence but Council did not feel justified in recom
mending the expenditure. A well-defined track and, later, a crudely
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constructed road existed long before the assessment date. The 
road was named after Aubrey Whitehouse, only grandchild o f 
W. T. Twemlow. At one st^e the road went from Sailors Bay Road 
to Fig Tree Point.

BARING A ROAD — 1914: Passes through several Northbridge Sub
divisions. Aboriginal for ‘summit’ , ‘above’, ‘Western silver wattle’ 
or ‘light’ .

BAROONA ROAD — 1914: Passes through some Northbridge Sub
divisions. Aboriginal for ‘place far away’ .

BEGA ROAD — 1915: Lies on two Northbridge Subdivisions. Abor
iginal for ‘beautiful’ or ‘big camping ground’ .

BELLAMBI STREET — 1914: Passes through a Northbridge Sub
division. Aboriginal for ‘no ’ .

BLIGH STREET — 1888: Lies on the North St Leonards Estate, the 
second subdivision to be made on the Northbridge peninsula. It was 
the third street in Northbridge to be named and assessed. Named 
after James William Bligh (q.v.), the original grantee o f the land who 
became the first Chairman o f Willoughby Council (equivalent of 
Mayor) but he was never a resident o f the Municipality. See also 
LOWER BLIGH STREET and NOONBINNA CLOSE which were 
part o f Bligh Street prior to 16 December 1969.

BOURMAC A VENUE — 1926-28: Lies on the Bourmac Estate and was 
originally a longer street, the north end having been incorporated 
in Coolawin Road from 3 July 1939. Named after the Estate (1926); 
origin o f name could not be established.

BYORA CRESCENT — 1924: Lies on The Knoll Subdivision and the 
later Northbridge Harbour Estate and encircles Broomham Park. 
Origin o f name could not be established despite the fact that one o f 
the Masonic Lodges which functioned in Northbridge from 1926-59 
chose this name.

CALBINA ROAD — 1914: Lies on one o f the Northbridge Sub
divisions and is listed in the Rate Books 1914-18 as GALBINA 
ROAD. Origin o f name could not be found.

CLAPTON AVENUE — 1926-28: Lies on the North St Leonards 
Estate and is named after Oliver Clafton (q.v.), a builder and aider- 
man (Middle Harbour Ward) on Willoughby Council, 1926-34.

CLIFF A VENUE — 1914: Lies on one o f the Northbridge Subdivisions 
and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate No. 3. Was named 
MARRANG ROAD  1914-18. It is believed the present name was 
dictated by local topography (there is also a Lower and an Upper 
Cliff Avenue) rather than to commemorate the services o f J. Cliff, 
alderman (Middle Harbour Ward) on Willoughby Council, 1917-19.

COOLAWIN ROAD — 1931: Passes through the original Fig Tree 
Point (Twemlow’s) Estate, the later Northbridge Harbour Estate 
No. 2, the Bourmac and Clive Park Estates. Since 1931 it has been



considerably lengthened and now includes parts o f Aubrey Road, 
South Street E u id  Bourmac Avenue. Aboriginal for ‘a big koala bear’ .

COORABIN ROAD — 1922: Passes through a Northbridge Sub
division. Aboriginal for ‘curlew’, ‘barking lizard’ or ‘spring constantly 
running’, the first two being the more commonly offered meanings.

COURALLIE ROAD  — 1922: Traverses part o f a Northbridge Sub
division. The nEune was found in only one o f the many Aboriginal 
word books consulted. Courallie is a place in northern New South 
Wales and the locals there accept the meaning given in an article in 
Town and Country Journal, 28 February 1874, that Courallie, Gouralie 
or Gourly is the Aboriginal name o f a tree, resembling a willow, 
which grows abundantly on the banks o f a creek at Gurley, northern 
New South Wales.

DALKEITH STREET — 1914: Traverses a Northbridge Subdivision 
and may have been called after a person by that name but more 
probably after Dalkeith, a town south-east o f Edinburgh, Scotland.

DALMENY ROAD — 1924: Traverses part o f The Knoll Subdivision, 
part o f a Northbridge Subdivision and pEirt o f the later Northbridge 
Harbour Estate. Probably called after Dalmeny village and parish o f 
West Lothian, Scotland, or the town o f Dalmeny, N.S.W.

DORSET ROAD — 1926-28: Passes through the original Fig Tree Point 
(Twemlow’s) Estate and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate No. 2. 
Probably named by the developers after the maritime county o f 
Dorset in the south-west o f England. No evidence could be found to 
support the belief that it was so-named because William Lenty 
Twemlow had lived in Dorset, England.

EASTERN VALLEY fi^AY — 1938: Eastern Valley Way was construct
ed in the 1930s after much agitation for a connecting road from 
Northbridge to East Roseville which would give alternative access to 
the city and better access to the Middle Harbour and Upper North 
Shore suburbs. Burley Griffin is credited with the idea and route. 
The work was primarily undertaken as an unemployment relief 
project during the Depression years. The Way was opened for traffic 
on 9 September 1939, by William M. Hughes, M.P. and the East 
Lindfield-Wynyard bus service commenced. With its completion, 
Eric Street (Willoughby), Lyle Street (Willoughby) and portion o f 
Warrane Road (East Roseville) ceased to exist.
ERIC STREET (q.v.) was a dirt road with a fine gravel surface which 
led from Sailors Bay Road to the boundary o f Castlecrag at Sailors 
Bay Creek from where vehicular traffic to Castlecrag and Willoughby 
was blocked by J. R. Warner’s ‘Waratah’ dairy (q.v.). Pedestrians or 
those on horseback could go through a gateway to get to Edinburgh 
Road and the former LYLE STREET (named by one o f the Forsyth 
Family, after the maternal family name, ‘Lile’ , incorrectly spelt 
‘Lyle’ ). The dairy had to close to make way for Eastern Valley Way.
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ERIC STREET -  1906: Named after the Eric Estate (origin o f 
Estate’s name not found); this street ran along its eastern boundary 
(M. F. Josephson’s 1856 grant).

EUROKA STREET -  1914: Within one o f the Northbridge Sub
divisions. Aboriginal for ‘the sun’ , ‘a spirit that lived in the sun’ or 
a ‘sunlit corner’ .

FLAT ROCK DRIVE: Not ratable as no private property fronts on to 
the Drive. Takes its name from the gully through which it passes and 
the surrounding area, formerly known as Flat Rock. It took many 
years to raise the gully floor with waste and fill-in material before the 
road could be built. Named by Willoughby Council in 1969.

GALBINA ROAD: See CALBINA ROAD.
GUNYAH STREET: Not entered in Rate Books as valuations are 

included in those for Sailors Bay Road or Baringa Road. Aboriginal 
for ‘place o f shelter’ or ‘a hut’ .

HALLSTROM CLOSE -  1978: Lies on the Fig Tree Point (Twem- 
low ’s) Estate. Formerly Coolawin Close but Willoughby Council 
changed it to Hallstrom Close in 1976. Named after the late well- 
known Australian industrialist and philanthropist. Sir Edward John 
Lees Hallstrom and Family (q.v.) who lived for many years in the 
renovated stone cottage (now demolished), built for W. L. Twemlow 
(q.v.) at Fig Tree Point.

HARDEN A VENUE -  1905: Passes through the centre o f The Table
land Estate which was subdivided and offered for sale at public 
auction in September 1904. Origin o f name not authoritatively 
established; it may have been so-named after:
* the small town o f Harden in the north o f England, not many 

kilometres south o f Keighley.
* Harden in the south-west o f New South Wales, in those days a 

very important railway junction on the Sydney-Melbourne line. 
The advertisement emphasised position in relation to transport 
access (Willoughby Road tramway to the ferries).

* Henry Scott Harden in appreciation o f services to trade and 
commerce. Bom in Kent, England in 1861 but educated in New 
South Wales, he established and became managing director and 
solicitor o f the United Mercantile Society o f Australia. For an 
annual fee o f four guineas, subscribers were given a good deal 
o f security against fraudulent or defaulting creditors. The 
Society recovered debts without commission, gave free legal 
advice and issued daily, weekly and monthly reports o f all bills 
o f SEile, mortgages, liens on stock, judgments and other financial 
matters. Henry Scott Harden’s name appears on some official 
documents as Plaintiff’s Attorney.

JACK Me LURE PLACE: No ratable property fronts the Place. The 
section o f Kyogle Road, north o f Kamemka Road was renamed Jack



McLure Place by Willoughby Council in 1969, in honour o f John 
James Stanley McLure (q.v.), a highly respected and well-known 
business and sporting identity o f Northbridge, who died suddenly 
on 4 November 1966.

KAMERUKA ROAD — 1919: Sometimes spelt Kamaruka, in the Rate 
Books. A long, wriggly road which passes through several North- 
bridge Subdivisions as well as the North St Leonards Estate. Bush- 
walkers, picnickers and boating enthusiasts had worn a well-defined 
track prior to 1919. Aboriginal for ‘wait until I come back’ or 
‘camping ground’ .

KIOLA ROAD — 1914: Passes through a Northbridge Subdivision. 
Named after the tugboat, ‘Kiola’ , built in 1913 at Forster, N.S.W. 
by Henry Miles and later registered in Sydney to Coastal Tugs Ltd. 
Choice o f name seems to have been on the initiative o f Sir Allen 
Taylor, Chairman o f the New North Sydney Investment and T ram - 
way Company Limited which owned most o f the land in Northbridge 
at the time. Allen Taylor & Co. Ltd had a commercial and probably 
a financial interest in the tug. It was stationed at Port Macquarie on 
the Hastings River for some years and sold in 1940 to the 
Commissioner for Railways, Sydney for use during the construction 
o f the Hawkesbury River railway bridge at Brooklyn.

KYOGLE ROAD  — 1941: Passes through a Northbridge Subdivision 
and several re-subdivided lots. Aboriginal for ‘wild or plain turkey’ 
or ‘a native companion’ . Also the name o f a town in New South 
Wales.

LAGUNA ROAD — 1926-28: Lies on one o f the later Northbridge 
Subdivisions. Named after ‘Laguna House’ , a fine colonial Georgian 
homestead built c.1830 in pastoral surroundings with wide views o f 
the Wollombi Valley, and the Valley’s oldest existing sandstone 
building. It is significant that Laguna Road runs into Wollombi 
Road.

LOWER BLIGH STREET: Valuations are included in those for Bligh 
Street. Willoughby Council altered the name o f that section o f Bligh 
Street between Kameruka Road and the northern alignment o f 
Clafton Avenue, to LOWER BLIGH STREET in 1969. For origin 
o f name see BLIGH STREET.

LOWER CLIFF A VENUE: Valuations are included in those for Cliff 
Avenue. For origin o f name see CLIFF AVENUE.

MALACOOTA ROAD — 1915: Passes through a Northbridge Sub
division and the North St Leonards Estate. An error has occurred 
in the spelling o f the name. Named after Mallacoota, a small 
settlement and scenic tourist attraction on the western side of 
Mallacoota Inlet in the far east o f Victoria, near the New South 
Wales boundary.

MARAÑA ROAD — 1917: Lies on two Northbridge Subdivisions and
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was the terminus o f the first single tramway line constructed across 
the Suspension Bridge up Strathallen Avenue, on 7  February 1914; 
within six weeks the line was extended to the junction o f Strathallen 
Avenue and Sailors Bay Road. It is mentioned by name in tramway 
history; presumably it was named and in existence before the 
assessment date. Aboriginal for ‘stars’ .

MAROOBA ROAD  -  1914: Within a Northbridge Subdivision. Abor
iginal for ‘like thunder’ .

MARRANO ROAD: See CLIFF A VENUE.
MINIMBAH ROAD — 1922: Traverses part o f  a Northbridge Sub

division and a later Northbridge Harbour Estate. Aboriginal, from 
‘minim’ (teacher or elder) and ‘bah’ (place). The elders o f thè tribal 
council passed on their knowledge o f tribal history and sacred lore 
to males as they passed through the various degrees o f initiation. 
(A. W. Reed. Aboriginal Place Names and their Meaning.)

MINNAMURRA ROAD — 1924: Traverses one o f the Northbridge 
Subdivisions and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate. Aboriginal 
for ‘plenty o f fish’ or ‘a sheltered camping ground’. The name o f a 
river in New South Wales and may have been called after that area.

MIOWERA ROAD -  1931: Traverses the last o f the Northbridge 
Subdivisions to be formed. Aboriginal for ‘emu’ or ‘eagle’, the last 
most commonly favoured by authorities on Aboriginal words and 
their meanings.

MULGARRA ROAD: See NULO ARRA A VENUE.
NAMOI ROAD -  1915: Passes through two o f the Northbridge 

Subdivisions. Aboriginal for ‘breast’ or ‘a species o f acacia’ . A. W. 
Reed gives the following explanation under Namoi River, N.S.W.

from ngnamoi’ or ‘rygamoi’ , a species o f acacia; or from 
‘nynamu’, the breast, because the river here curves like a woman’s 
breast. The developer may have named the road after the Namoi 
River district.

NARANI CRESCENT — 1915: Within a Northbridge Subdivision. 
Origin o f name not known.

NAROOMA ROAD — 1919: Passes through two Northbridge Sub
divisions as well as the North St Leonards Estate and several re
subdivided lots. Prior to Aug^ust 1932 called Warrawidgee Road. 
Aboriginal for ‘a sacred doctor stone’ or ‘a magic stone’. Stones, 
bones and quartz crystals were part o f the physical aids o f medicine 
men and sorcerers. The developer may have named the street after 
the town o f Narooma, N.S.W. Three other metropolitan suburbs 
have chosen the name for an avenue, close or place.

NEEWORRA ROAD — 1921: Lies on one o f the Northbridge Sub
divisions and also The Knoll Subdivision. The name is Aboriginal 
for ‘star’.

NOONBINNA CLOSE: Valuations are included in those for



NOONBINNA CRESCENT. Lies on one o f the Northbridge Sub
divisions. Willoughby Council renamed the section o f Bligh Street, 
between Kameruka Road and Noonbinna Crescent, as NOONBINNA 
CLOSE in 1969. Aboriginal for ‘kangaroo’ .

NOONBINNA CRESCENT — 1922: Lies within a Northbridge Sub
division. Was formerly Taylor Street (often shown on maps, etc. as 
Tailor). Willoughby Council changed the name in 1934. Aboriginal 
for ‘kangaroo’ .

NULGARRA AVENUE — 1914: Within an early Northbridge Sub
division. Was incorrectly spelt MULGARRA in Rate Books and on 
maps during the period 1920-24. Aboriginal for ‘bright’ .

PARKER STREET — 1938: Lies within the North St Leonards Estate. 
Was formerly that part o f Tunks Street which extended from 
Kameruka Road (north side) to Sailors Bay Creek. From 1935, 
Council changed the name to PARKER STREET, in honour of 
Herbert M. Parker, alderman (Middle Harbour Ward) on Willoughby 
Council, 1935-45.

PYALLA STREET — 1906: Passes through the Twa Bridge Estate 
(q.v.). Aboriginal for the noun ‘talk’.

SAILORS B A Y  ROAD  — 1882: Commences at High Street, Willoughby 
in the west and runs along the landform ridge on to the peninsula in 
an easterly, then north-easterly direction to Clive Park, Sailors Bay. 
Its location along the ridge is typical o f peninsula subdivisions and 
its forerunner — a well-defined track, later a narrow carriageway — 
reflected man’s initial intrusions into the virgin bush.
It led to Sailors Bay which has been mentioned in gazetteers since 
1886 and on maps o f similar vintage. It obviously derives its name 
from the Bay, the authentic origin o f which could not be traced 
(probably a popular recreational area for sailors).
The Road is mentioned in Council’s Minutes for 1877-80. In 1877 
Council decided to request the Government to survey and proclaim 
the Road. In 1888, the North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company pressed Council to form the Road.

SOUTH STREET: See COOLA WIN ROAD.
STRATH ALLEN AVENUE -  1914: Passes through the first o f the 

Northbridge Subdivisions and certain others. It commences at the 
northern end o f Cammeray Bridge (still popularly called Suspension 
Bridge) and winds uphill to its junction with Sailors Bay Road. 
Strathallen is a pleasant-sounding concocted name but very 
appropriate. ‘Strath’ is Gaelic to denote a broad valley. In the north 
o f Scotland it is often prefixed to the names o f rivers and signifies 
the open valley through which the river flows.
The Avenue’s name is a combination o f ‘Strath’ and ‘Allen’, the 
latter being the Christian name o f Sir Allen Taylor (q.v.) who, on 
behalf o f the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company



Limited, formally presented the deeds o f the original, privately- 
owned Suspension Bridge (q.v.) to the then Premier, the Hon. J. S. T. 
McGowen, M.L.C., on 16 November 1912.

TAILOR STREET: SeeNOONBINNA CRESCENT.
TARAKAN CRESCENT — 1946: Passes through Warner’s Estate, 

No. 2. Named after ‘Operation Tarakan’ which was successfully 
carried out by Allied Forces in World War II (1939-45) and helped 
considerably to bring the war to a close. Tarakan is a small island o ff 
the east coast o f Borneo. On 1 May 1945, the 26th Brigade formed 
the fighting corps o f the invading force o f about 1 2 , 0 0 0  army and 
5,000 air force. The aims were to seize and reconstruct the air strip 
on the island so that it could be used by bombers and fighters to 
support subsequent operations in Borneo, and to bring the Tarakan 
oil wells back into operation.

TA YLOR STREET: See NOONBINNA CRESCENT.
TENILBA ROAD  — 1919: Lies on a Northbridge Subdivision. As 

spelt, this name cannot be linked with any word, place or person in 
the English or Aboriginal langui^e. It is almost certain that it was 
meant to be TANILBA ROAD  after historic ‘Tanilba House’ and 
‘Tanilba Estate’, on the southern shores o f Port Stephens, N.S.W. 
The house was built in 1831 for Lieut. William Caswell (R.N.) and is 
one o f the oldest existing historical monuments in Australia. 
‘Tanilba’ is Aboriginal for ‘place o f white flowers’ .

THE OUTPOST — 1926-28: Lies on the Castlecrag Estate, owned by 
the Greater Sydney Development Association Limited. Actual 
location seems to have dictated the name; it is remote, on the north
west boundary o f Northbridge, o ff Kameruka Road, terminating in 
Warners Park on the south-west boundary o f Castlecrag. Named 
by The Association in keeping with street names selected by 
Walter Burley Griffin to indicate parts o f a mediaeval castle. 
The Macquarie Dictionary gives the following meanings: ‘a station at a 
distance from the main body o f an army to protect it from surprise 
attack; the body o f troops stationed there’. The name duplicated 
that o f a street in Castlecrag but prompt action was taken to change 
the Castlecrag street to The Barbette.

THE PALISADE — 1950: Lies on the Castlecrag Estate, owned by the 
Greater Sydney Development Association Limited. Named by the 
Association in keeping with street names selected by Walter Burley 
Griffin to indicate parts o f a mediaeval castle. The Macquarie Dictionary 
says ‘a fence o f pales or stakes set firmly in the ground, as for en
closure or defence’.

TUNKS STREET — 1882: Passes through North St Leonards Estate. 
Named after William Tunks (q.v.) who was mayor (1867-83) o f the 
Borough o f St Leonards (later incorporated in the Municipality of 
North Sydney). He also represented St Leonards in Parliament from
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1. Sailors Bay Rd., looking west from near Northbridge School, 1923. 2. TunksSt, looking towards Sailors Bay Rd., 1929.
3. Sailors Bay Rd., east looking towards Bond’s Corner, 1929. 4. Poppet Head, Tanks St., for shaft and sewerage scheme, 1924.
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1864 to 1874. He was a man o f high integrity with a deep concern 
for public welfare. Prior to October 1935, Parker Street on the 
north side o f Kameruka Road was part o f Tunks Street.

TYCANNAH ROAD — 1924: Lies on a Northbridge Subdivision. 
Aboriginal for ‘bring something’ .

ULRIC LANE: Not listed in Rate Books; valuations are included with 
those for Woonona Road. It has been listed in Gregory’s Street Directory 
since 1967. Origin o f name could not be found.

UPPER CLIFF AVENUE: Not listed in Rate Books; valuations are 
included in those for Cliff Avenue. See CLIFF A VENUE.

UPPER MINIMBAH ROAD — 1938: Traverses part o f a Northbridge 
Subdivision and a later Northbridge Harbour Estate. Aboriginal — for 
meaning o f which see MINIMBAH ROAD.

WARRA WIDGEE ROAD: See NAROOMA ROAD.
WEEMALA ROAD — 1926-28: Passes through the original Fig Tree 

Point (Twemlow’s) Estate and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate 
No. 2. Aboriginal for ‘distant view’, ‘a good view’ or ‘a high lookout’ .

WEETALIBAH ROAD — 1921: Lies on one o f the Northbridge Sub
divisions. Aboriginal for ‘a place where fire went out’ or ‘a place 
where firewood was scarce’ .

WEETAWAA ROAD — 1921: Lies on a Northbridge Subdivision. 
Aboriginal for ‘a place where fire was lit’. The noun ‘wee’ means 
‘a place o f fire or w ood’ and forms part o f several place names in 
New South Wales. It usually means ‘fire’ or denotes some association 
with it.

WIDGIEWA ROAD — 1922: Within a Northbridge Subdivision. 
Aboriginal. According to one authority it means ‘as have’ ; however, 
the word ‘widgiewas’ was also found and it means ‘What do you 
want?’ .

WOLLOMBI ROAD — 1926-28: Lies on the original Fig Tree Point 
(Twemlow’s) Estate and the later Northbridge Harbour Estate 
No. 2, and the re-subdivision o f lots 51, 52, 55 and 57. Aboriginal 
for ‘meeting o f the waters’ . A town and valley in New South Wales 
also carry this name. Knowledge o f these areas probably prompted 
choice of name. See also information under LAGUNA ROAD.

WOONONA ROAD — 1915: Passes through several Northbridge Sub
divisions. Aboriginal for ‘sleep’ . A town in New South Wales bears 
the same name.

PERSONS (NON-RESIDENTS) AETER WHOM
STREETS IN NORTHBRIDGE ARE NAMED

James William Bligh (1810-1869): See section ‘Pioneer Landowners’ . 
William Tunks (1816-1883): William Tunks is remembered in North-

bridge by Tunks Street. In the valley separating Northbridge and



Cammeray, spanned by the Cammeray Bridge, is Tunks Park 
(Municipality o f North Sydney) which is overlooked, and passed daily, 
by many Northbridge and other Middle Harbour residents.

William Tunks was a second generation Australian, bom  on 8  April 
1816, first child o f John Tunks and Esther nee Amdell, both o f whom 
had been born in the colony. Each o f William’s grandfathers had 
arrived with the First Fleet — William Tunks as a marine private on 
Sirius and Thomas Arndell as surgeon on Friendship.

William was born and bred in the Nepean District, where his father 
farmed land he had been granted (twenty-five acres) on leaving the 
Army. It is recorded that the young William had a “ good English 
education”  and was then apprenticed as a carpenter/joiner to James 
Byrnes o f Parramatta. In 1838 he married Margaret, mother o f two 
infant sons and widow o f John McKone who had conducted The 
Carrier’s Arms, a small inn o f  1830 vintage, at the corner o f Park and 
Castlereagh Streets, Sydney. Both the property and the licence were 
transferred to Tunks who ran the inn for some years and still owned the 
property at the time o f his death.

William Tunks was ambitious and self-confident, with a flair for 
business. After many years as a licensed publican and innkeeper, he 
became a contractor to supply the Sydney Municipal Council with blue 
metal for the streets o f Sydney from his quarry in Pennant Hills. His 
next venture was to contract to erect telegraph lines to various outback 
towns in New South Wales, the most notable achievement being the line 
between Sydney and Albury which established much needed direct 
telegraphic communication between Sydney and Melbourne.

William began to invest some o f his increasing capital in land on the 
North Shore and in Parramatta. He and Margaret had a large family o f 
ten children, seven o f whom survived to adulthood and William, being 
in a sound financial situation, was able to give them a good education.

William took an interest in sport, particularly cricket, although 
enthusiasm never made him a first-rate cricketer. He was instrumental 
in forming the Currency Club, composed o f native-born Australians 
who played regular matches on a bumpy pitch in Hyde Park. It is 
recorded that the cricketers used to allow William two innings when 
batting. His fielding was said to be good and his batting to have 
improved to the extent o f his becoming a good stonewaller. He has 
been called the father o f Intercolonial cricket because he organised the 
first Intercolonial Match between New South Wales and Victoria at 
the Melbourne Cricket Club ground in 1856. An important facet o f the 
character o f the man is illustrated in his recorded reaction to the 
suggestion by the Victorians that the match be played for a stake o f 
five hundred pounds. Tunks and his men decided to play only for 
honour, as playing for money “ was detrimental to the true spirit o f 
sport, as it engendered gambling, and was liable to bias the umpires” .
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Tunks was not only a member o f the team but its financier, giving a 
large contribution himself and soliciting contributions from others to 
take the team to Melbourne. New South Wales won the match, but 
William’s scores were one and none.

After the age o f forty-five, William began to withdraw from active 
participation in business affairs and to take an interest in political 
matters. A very busy and worthwhile life ensued. He moved to North 
Sydney (then called St Leonards) in 1864 and was soon requested, by 
a group o f businessmen and residents, to sign a petition accepting 
nomination for Parliament as a liberal candidate for St Leonards. 
William agreed to stand, won the election and served the constituents 
well for some ten years until December 1874, before voluntarily 
stepping down to devote more time to municipal affairs. He had 
become the first Mayor o f the Municipality o f St Leonards (North 
Sydney and Mosman) in 1867 — a position he was to hold for some 
sixteen years.

His integrity and concern for public welfare were everywhere praised, 
so it is not surprising that he was commissioned as a Magistrate on 
17 July 1866 and sworn in as a Justice o f the Peace on 8 August 1866. 
He was a founding member o f a Masonic Lodge in St Leonards 
(1867-76) and Foundation Master o f Lodge St Leonards-Samaritan 
(1876). He devoted time and energy also to the Oddfellows movement 
and to St Thomas Church, North Sydney. He owned a fine old stone 
house in Walker Street which he called ‘Fereneze’ and in all respects 
was a concerned resident, but not a parochial one, fighting fearlessly 
for preservation of our bushland foreshores and for adequate reserves. 
His personal sense o f duty was such that when a serious bushfire started 
near St Thomas Church and spread rapidly towards Middle Head, the 
Mayor o f St Leonards was to be seen trudging through the bush, axe 
over shoulder, giving a few words o f command to a group o f men and 
then toiling with them until the fire danger had passed.

It is largely due to his untiring and interested efforts that the lovely, 
expansive St Leonards Park exists today, to be enjoyed by so many. 
He fought mcmy battles in its interest, particularly claiming for it those 
parts o f Walker and Carlow Streets which cut the Park into four 
sections and detracted from its quietude and beauty. Ironically, it was 
this much-loved project which precipitated his unfortunate death. He 
was a frequent, almost daily, visitor to the site to observe the growth 
and health o f its numerous trees, many o f which he had planted. He 
slipped down a well in course o f construction and suffered spinal 
injuries.

William Tunks was a founder o f the St Leonards School o f Arts, the 
‘penny bank’ (an institution to facilitate the accumulation o f savings 
by children and thrifty adults from slender resources), and chairman 
o f the District School Board o f the North Shore. It was largely due to



his efforts that the Gore Hill Cemetery site was secured from the 
Government in 1867 for a public cemetery; William became a 
foundation trustee. He fought for and obtained the old Lavender Bay 
Baths and interested himself in an area in Middle Harbour known as 
Hunter’s Beach (now Balmoral), and had this declared a public reserve. 
He served as one o f the trustees o f the reserve for many years.

Paralysed from his fall in St Leonards Park, William Tunks died on 
12 April 1883 at ‘Fereneze’, aged sixty-seven, and was buried with 
Masonic Honours in the Anglic^m section o f Gore Hill Cemetery. A 
marble fountain was erected to his memory in St Leonards Park, the 
money being raised by public subscription from the community that he 
had so honourably and unselfishly served. Regrettably, vandals have 
destroyed most o f it.

It is interesting to note that Tunks Street, Northbridge passes 
through the North St Leonards Estate. More research is required on the 
origin o f the Estate’s name. William Tunks was responsible for succeed
ing in getting the amalgamation o f the Boroughs o f St Leonards, 
East St Leonards and Victoria to form the present Municipality o f 
North Sydney. What prompted someone to call the Estate ‘North 
St Leonards’? It certainly lay north o f the area o f St Leonards, but is 
there a more specific reason?

Sir Allen Arthur Taylor, M.L.C. (1864-1940): Sir Allen Taylor’s 
connection with Northbridge is commemorated in the name o f 
Strathallen Avenue. (See section ‘Roads and Streets’ .) As chairman of 
the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited, 
the then owners o f the original, privately built Suspension Bridge (q.v.). 
Sir Allen formerly presented the deeds o f the Bridge to the Premier, the 
Hon. J. S. T. McGowen, M.L.A. on 16 November 1912, as a gift from 
the Company. The Company had earlier obtained from the Government 
acceptance of its two gift conditions — that it would not impose a 
bridge toll and would extend the tramline across the bridge to service 
the area north o f the bridge.

Sir Allen was Australian, bom  of English migrant parents at Wagga 
Wagga on 13 May 1864. He died suddenly at his home in Lang Road, 
Centennial Park on 30 September 1940, aged 76 years and was buried 
at South Head Cemetery in the Church o f England section. He had 
enjoyed a very full and useful life.

At twelve years o f age he started work as a railway nipper and later 
progressed to railway construction work. For a few years he was 
engaged in hard manual work, twelve hours daily. About 1882 he 
decided to move to Sydney and to use some o f his hard-earned savings 
in furthering his education at evening classes. This decision proved 
worthwhile and enabled him to gain valuable experience related to 
railway contracts. He later launched out on his own as a contractor, and 
with great success. He became a timber merchant and shipowner with



Sir Robert McCheyne Anderson, former Town Clerk o f Sydney. He 
founded and was chairman o f directors o f the large timber firm of Allen 
Taylor and Co. Ltd, Rozelle.

In the early 1890s, Sir Allen became actively interested in local 
government and civic affairs and this remained a lifetime interest, to 
the enormous benefit o f the citizens o f Sydney and its suburbs. From 
1895-1902 he was alderman on Annandale Council and Mayor 1897- 
1902; from 1902-12 and 1915-24 he was an alderman on Sydney City 
Council and Lord Mayor 1905-06 and 1909-12. In each locality he was 
elected Mayor after a remarkably short display o f his administrative 
ability, vigorous personality and sincere interest in civic welfare. His 
personal traits and business acumen marked him out for able leadership. 
He was made a Knight-Bachelor in 1911. In 1912, his last year as Lord 
Mayor, he was made a member o f the Legislative Council and, when the 
Council was reconstituted, he was elected by members o f both Houses. 
He remained an M.L.C. until his death.

Sir Allen was also chairman o f directors o f the Illawarra and South 
Coast Steam Navigation Co. Ltd and o f the local board o f the London 
Bank o f Australia. He was director o f the Insurance Office o f Australia 
and also o f the Auburn Brick Company, a trustee o f the Savings Bank 
o f New South Wales, a member o f the Board o f Health, director of 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 1916-36, director o f the Benevolent 
Society o f New South Wales, 1909-13, trustee o f Taronga Park Zoo and 
commander of the Franco-British Exhibition, London.

While on Sydney City Council, he initiated and successfully carried 
out many schemes to improve town planning and welfare involving 
resumptions, slum clearance, widening o f some streets (in particular 
Oxford Street) and the replanning o f the Wattle Bay area. Taylor 
Square, Darlinghurst commemorates his name. Further, he was 
successful in carrying through Council his plan for the extension o f 
Council’s electricity scheme to suburban areas.

Sir Allen Taylor’s resignation in 1912 from the position o f Lord 
Mayor o f Sydney, due to ill-health, was received generally with 
deep public regret. He had been outstandingly able and popular and 
won for the Sydney City Council higher public esteem and greater 
credibility than it had previously enjoyed. He was hard-working, clear
sighted, with good business acumen and a forceful personality. He 
was, indeed, a civic statesman.



TRANSPORT

Before 1914 and for some time later, horse-drawn vehicles and push- 
bikes were the common modes o f transport within the suburb o f 
Northbridge and to its nearby neighbouring areas, especially by trades
men. Some residents walked to Willoughby Road where trams to 
Milsons (and later to McMahons) Point had been operating since 1898 
from the junction o f Victoria Avenue and Penshurst Street and since 
1908 from Chatswood Station. For twenty-two years (1892-1914) 
after the completion o f the original Suspension Bridge there was no 
public transport service across the Bridge. This was the factor that 
delayed development and caused the Northhridge peninsula to remmn a 
scrub-covered inaccessible headland until 1914, from which time 
changes in the natural landscape were rapidly made by the developers.

The story o f the coming o f tramway services to Northbridge is 
largely told in the article on the Suspension Bridge. Completion o f 
the tramway line along Sailors Bay Road to its terminus near the 
Northbridge Public School was considered an important historic event 
worthy o f rejoicings and some official celebrations. On 21 March 1914, 
an official opening o f the track was held. A gathering at the terminus 
warmly welcomed the arrival o f a gaily decorated tram carrying 
important guests; a silk rihbon attached to flagpoles on either side o f 
the track was cut with gold scissors by the guest o f honour, 
Mrs Griffiths, wife o f the Minister o f  Works who could not attend 
because o f illness; and a celebratory ball was held in the evening at 
which the Mayor o f Willoughby, W. T. Dickson, and various aldermen 
proposed a series o f toasts.

The line across the Suspension Bridge had to remain single for load 
reasons but double track, with a crossover at the junction o f Strathallen 
Avenue and Sailors Bay Road, reached Gunyah and Bligh Streets in 
Sailors Bay Road by November 1934. However, this improvement was 
in use for little more than a yejir when the Suspension Bridge was 
declared unsafe and closed to traffic, except pedestrians. Northbridge 
trams stopped running on 27 May 1936 but trams continued to service 
the Cammeray side until 11 January 1948.

The first interim solution provided by the government for 
Northbridge residents was a bus service from the Northbridge tram 
terminus to the north side o f the Bridge where passengers alighted and
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walked across the Bridge to a tram on the other side. This was 
reasonably satisfactory except in wet weather. The second interim 
solution offered by the government was a bus service from Northbridge 
terminus to the junction o f Frenchs and Willoughby Roads from where 
passengers could board a tram to Wynyard via Crows Nest. Notwith
standing, Northbridge residents continued to press for a direct bus 
service to the city. (Sydney Harbour Bridge had been opened in 1932 
but buses were not permitted to proceed beyond North Sydney 
Station. The Government Railway’s Tramways Branch had decided 
that Northbridge would be serviced by buses not trams when the 
reconstructed bridge across Long Bay had been completed.) On 
19 August 1936, a lively public meeting held in the Northbridge 
Theatre, at the instigation o f Northbridge Progress Association, called 
on the government to arrange a direct bus service to Wynyard 
immediately. Members o f both Willoughby and North Sydney Councils 
attended. Alderman J. G. Lamb (Middle Harbour) said that the Road 
Transport Commissioner, Mr Maddocks, was definitely opposed to 
motor transport or omnibuses competing against the tramway system 
across the Harbour Bridge. “ We want the best and fastest method o f 
transport” , he said amid loud applause, “ and we are entitled to it” .



Willoughby m otor bus meets tram from Milsons Point at junction o f  
Strathallen Avenue and Sailors Bay Road, 1924. (Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

On 4 April 1937, the government bus Route 2 service (double 
deck vehicles) was extended from Frenchs and Willoughby Roads to 
North Sydney Railway Station; on 1 August 1937 the same service was 
further extended across the Sydney Harbour Bridge to Wynyard 
Station. Northbridge residents had won the battle! The first bus left 
The Knoll with a representative party o f residents, together with 
E. L. Sanders, M.L.A., local member. Aid. A. V. Meldrum, Mayor o f 
Willoughby, some members o f Willoughby Council, officials o f the 
Northbridge and East Northbridge Progress Associations and two 
aldermen from North Sydney Council. The Suburban Herald reported the 
occasion with a photo o f the bus and passengers after their arrival in 
the city. When the Cammeray Bridge was opened on 9 September 1939, 
the Northbridge, East Lindfield, East Roseville and East Willoughby 
bus services to the city went via Cammeray Bridge into Miller Street. 
By the end o f 1939 the overhead tramway wires in Northbridge had 
been removed and a start made to eliminate the tram tracks by top 
surfacing and rolling the roadway. In 1958 all North Shore tram 
services ceased.

For information on the bus services o f the White Transit Company, 
a privately owned company, during the period 1925 to 1928 see 
‘Suspension Bridge’ . These buses were reputed to be de-luxe vehicles 
driven by uniformed drivers and very comfortable to ride in. Prior to 
their introduction a private owner in Willoughby ran brown buses from 
Willoughby Park along High Street, Edinburgh Road, Sailors Bay 
Road, Strathallen Avenue, across the Suspension Bridge into Miller



Street and thence to Milsons Point. At that time, the hill in Miller 
Street rising to Carter Street, was much steeper than now and motor 
engines were far less powerful. Often the buses could not take the grade 
for the full length o f the hill. The customary and accepted practice 
was for all able male passengers to alight and push; when the bus 
moved forward there was much clapping and cheering.

Research revealed that a private bus service which had plied between 
The Knoll, Northbridge and Chatswood, via Castlecrag and Willoughby, 
(Route 47) was taken over by the government on 1 March 1937 and 
subsequently cancelled. The period o f its duration is not known.

Today, Northbridge is served by U.T.A. single deck buses on Routes 
202 (Clive Park to Bridge Street, City); 204 (Bond’s Comer to Bridge 
Street) and 208 (East Lindfield via Bond’s Comer to Bridge Street). 
From Eastern Valley Way and along Strathallen Avenue, residents may 
board buses on Routes 203, 205-07 (Castlecrag, East Willoughby, East 
Roseville and East Lindfield respectively), some o f which go via the 
Warringah Freeway in peak hours. Routes 266 and 267 (Chatswood to 
McMahons Point and Osborne Park) also pass through Strathallen 
Avenue, Sailors Bay Road and Eastern Valley Way.



PUBLIC UTILITIES

The suburb o f Northbridge was developed after the so-called ‘public 
utilities’ were established in Willoughby Municipality.

Water: ‘Town Water’ became available in the Municipality in 1892 
when the North Shore Water Supply Scheme was completed. Water 
was carried from the Ryde Pumping Station across the Lane Cove 
River on a pipe suspension bridge from Magdala Road, North Ryde to 
two service reservoirs, each o f IV2 million gallons capacity, at the 
comer o f Pacific Highway and Mowbray Road. The Metropolitan 
Board o f Water Supply and Sewerage (now the Water Board) laid water 
mains in the settled parts o f the Municipality, and the residents had 
their houses connected to the system. As new parts o f the Municipality 
were subdivided the Board extended its water mains.

Gas and Electricity: The North Shore Gas Co. Ltd supplied gas to 
Willoughby Municipality from 1896 to November 1983 when it was 
incorporated with the Australian Gas Light Co. As new parts o f the 
Municipality were subdivided the Board extended its gas mains. Gas 
had been used for street lighting between 1896 and 1916. Natural 
gas was distributed in 1984.

Electricity, supplied by the Sydney City Council, was first available 
in the Municipality in 1916. After 1936 the Sydney County Council 
took over the responsibility for supplying electricity.

Fire Brigade: The East Willoughby (later Willoughby) Fire Station 
was established in October 1905. See ‘Willoughby’ booklet for its 
history.

Garbage Disposal: In the early days o f the suburb, household 
garbage was collected by contractors and taken to the Beaconsfield 
Road tip in West Chatswood. The Willoughby Garbage Destructor, 
better known as the Burley Griffin Incinerator, operated as such from 
1934 to 1965. The smoke and smell nuisance was objected to by both 
the Narembum and Northbridge Progress Associations, and after 1965 
mbbish and garbage were used for land-fill for what is now Bicentennial 
Reserve. The Incinerator finally closed in 1972 and since September 
1980 a restaurant has operated in the building. In 1972 a privately 
operated Garbage Transfer Station was opened at Lanceley Place, 
Artarmon. It was closed in April 1987 after the operators, Willoughby 
Disposals Pty Ltd, became insolvent. On 9 June 1987 Willoughby
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Council took over temporary operation until the Metropolitan Waste 
Disposal Authority’s depot opens in 1988 in Artarmon for receipt o f 
household and garden refuse.

Sewerage: Sewerage service in the Municipality was improved when 
the Middle Harbour Branch o f the Northern Suburbs Ocean Outfall 
System was completed in 1927.

In 1928 Willoughby Municipal Council began to discuss the need 
to extend the sewer to Northbridge. The carrier sewer was laid by the 
Water Board (prior to July 1987, Metropolitan Water Sewerage and 
Drainage Board) between 1928 and 1930 and subsidiary sewers after 
1930. The area between Alpha Road and Tunks Street was sewered by 
1933 and other psirts o f the suburb after 1937 when the Sailors Bay 
submain o f the Northern Suburbs Ocean Outfall System, serving the 
portion o f Northbridge sloping towards the south side o f Sailors Bay, 
was built. Pan service was available to the houses in the area not 
connected to the sewer.

Other sewerage works were completed between 1951 and 1958. 
The annual reports o f the Northbridge Progress Association give a 
chronological account o f the provision o f the sewerage service to the 
suburb. Much credit is due to the Association for maintaining, over a 
long period, constant and effective follow-up action on behalf o f 
residents. There are pockets o f unsewered land in the low areas o f 
the suburb. These are served by septic tanks or pump to the Water 
Board’s gravity sewers. Northbridge has a problem, in common with 
other Middle Harbour suburbs, o f sewerage mains ‘exploding’ at 
manholes from the pressure o f excess storm water during heavy rains. 
This causes great concern to the residents.

A fuller account of the development o f sewerage in the Municipality 
will be found in the companion booklet on Willoughby.



J. R. WARNER’S 
‘WARATAH* DAIRY

Edinburgh Road, Willoughby

J. R. (Reg) Warner established his ‘Waratah’ dairy in Edinburgh Road in 
1914 on land which had been originally granted to J. M. Illidge and 
J. H. Palmer in 1856. Richard Hayes Harnett, Sen. subsequently 
acquired both grants, an area o f 23 acres stretching south to Sailors 
Bay Creek. Until Eastern Valley Way was opened in 1939, the dairy 
blocked vehicular access from Eric Street, Northbridge to Edinburgh 
Road, Castlecrag. Pedestrians who braved walking or riding through the 
dairy omitted to close the gates securely; cattle were often seen along 
Kameruka Road, Northbridge. One former resident o f Northbridge 
recalls driving some cattle back into Warner’s paddock and being given 
a jar o f cream for her efforts by the milkman next day. Straying cattle 
was often an agenda item at meetings o f both the Northbridge and 
Castlecrag Progress Associations in the 1920s.

Mr & Mrs Warner lived in a brick cottage fronting Edinburgh Road, 
immediately west o f Eastern Valley Way, adjoining the cattle run which 
extended to the boundary o f Joseph Murphy’s property. Timber 
milking sheds and another brick cottage were immediately east o f 
Eastern Valley Way, now part o f the site o f The Quadrangle shopping 
centre. The Warners moved to a cottage further south in Eastern Valley 
Way, Northbridge in the late 1930s and built a brick garage, store, etc. 
on adjoining land; these form the present Sea Scouts hall. The timber 
milking sheds on Edinburgh Road were demolished between 1941 and 
1944. Five cottages had been built on the cattle run, fronting 
Edinburgh Road, by 1941.

The dairy was well-known in the district and was the subject o f a 
brief article in the Suburban Herald in 1928, which stated that J. R. 
Warner had started business with an output o f twenty-eight gallons per 
day, using five carts morning and afternoon and some twelve permanent 
employees. The greater proportion o f his well selected herd o f 150 
prime milkers were kept on his 150 acre farm at Min to where rich 
agistment was available. Doctors who attended Tresillian North 
Mothercraft Home in Second Avenue, Willoughby would testify to the 
purity o f the milk. “ Service, hygiene and pure raw dairy milk”  was the 
motto o f J. R. Warner.

John Reginald Warner died in 1971 and Elsie, his wife, in December 
1973. The land had previously been subdivided into Warner’s Estate



Nos 1 and 2. Apart from the memories, we have Warners Avenue, 
Willoughby and Warner Park, Northbridge to remember them by. 
The Warners were related to other well-known Warners in the 
Municipality and also the the Hannafords.

S. A . A Y  H  O  W
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THE COMING OF THE SHOPS

In Northbridge, shops have never been built elsewhere than along the 
two artery roads — Sailors Bay Road and Strathallen Avenue (northern 
end). Prior to 1961, when the Northbridge Plaza was established on the 
northern side o f Sailors Bay Road, near Eastern Valley Way, the 
building o f shops was the concern o f the small speculator, often a local 
builder, or a non-resident speculator who hired a local builder. From 
1915 to the early ’thirties small pockets o f shops were erected, in 
straggled fashion, along Sailors Bay Road and Strathallen Avenue. 
By the 1930s there were six estate agents; one bank and two bank 
agencies; a post office within a store; four grocers; three butchers; 
three fruiterers; a baker; two bootmakers; three drapery; five refresh
ment rooms cum other retail lines e.g. smallgoods and home-made 
cakes; two stationers, each with a lending library one o f whom also sold 
tobacco and seeds; one ironmonger; one tobacconist; one hairdresser; 
four doctors, two dentists and one chemist. Prices were very much 
lower than present-day prices but so was the average weekly wage. 
Service was on a very personal basis and most shopkeepers were 
prepared to call and collect orders and to deliver goods to the house. 
The advertisements displayed may awaken memories and some 
nostalgia.

The first shop (1915) was established on the eastern comer o f 
Woonona and Sailors Bay Roads, in the year following the provision 
o f a tram service from the present Northbridge School site to Milsons 
Point. It was owned by D. T. Esplin o f Pitt Street, Sydney who had 
purchased the land from North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited. He sold the shop in 1918 to Martin Geeghan o f Pitt 
Street who retsdned ownership for several years, leasing it to tenants. 
In 1920, the first estate agent in Northbridge, Wilfred C. Poole, leased 
the premises and some years later becEime owner. No other shops were 
built in this area until 1922 when Alfred Ernest Greenfield built two 
brick shops, with dwellings, on the opposite side o f Sailors Bay Road, 
one o f which became Refreshment Rooms, managed by Mrs F. H. 
Greenfield. Alfred Greenfield was a civil servant o f Harden Avenue, 
Northbridge.

The second retail development (1919) comprised two brick shops, 
with dwellings (now demolished), on the north side o f Seniors Bay



Main shopping centre, Strathallen Avenue and Sailors Bay Road, 1924.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

Road, west o f Eastern Valley Way. The owner sold to Basil Thomas 
Ponting, grocer, in 1920 and he remained owner until the mid-1930s 
when the proprietor o f Northbridge Theatre (q.v.) purchased them. In 
this western end o f Sailors Bay Road, a row o f seven shops was built in 
1921 on the south side by Harón, husband-builder o f Mrs Honora 
Louise Harón, o f Baringa Road, Northbridge who owned the land. 
The shops were sold to, or placed in the hands o f Arthur C. Abrahams 
o f Chatswood in 1922, for leasing.

The third development (1920) heralded in the building o f a row of 
shops east o f Bellambi Street. Two brick shops with dwellings were 
built for Gerald J. McPhee, grazier o f Mosman, for leasing, one o f which 
was taken by long-time tenant, Robert Townend, bootmaker and 
repairer. His son, Steve was associated in some way with the 
Northbridge Orchestra. Two years later, Sydney Arkell Spargo built a 
brick shop which was tenanted for many years by Edmund I. Segrave, 
chemist. In succeeding years the row was extended further east.

The fourth development (1921) was the beginning o f a small pocket 
of shops west o f Bellambi Street. Sydney Bennell, a local builder, 
erected a brick shop, office and awning for estate agent, Reginald James 
Clifford, on land which he owned. It became the office o f Clifford 
and McKenzie, estate agents. The Commissioners o f the Government 
Savings Bank bought land in this block in 1922.

The fifth retail development (1922) gave Northbridge its first shop 
on the south side o f Sailors Bay Road, east o f Strathallen Avenue, 
next to which stables were built. In 1924 five additional shops were 
erected in this block, including the bakehouse which G. S. O’Connor,



baker, o f Eric Street, Northbridge occupied until he sold his business 
to J. Calder, baker, in 1926.

The sixth retail development (1923) was a shop about three blocks 
west o f Namoi Street, owned and occupied by Eliza Jane Clark.

Bond’s Comer, 395 Sailors Bay Road, consisting o f two brick shops 
and residences, was erected between 1925 and 1928 for William D. F. 
Bond, house, land and estate agent in Northbridge.

Northbridge Plaza, officially opened on 30 November 1961, by the 
Mayor o f Willoughby, Aid. L. F. McGinty, occupies Em area o f 3.5 
acres, including the car park. It was built and developed by Neighbour
hood Centres Pty Ltd (jointly owned by the Londish and McGrath 
groups) and has had two subsequent owners to date, one being 
Australian Fixed Trusts (1985-87) who refurbished it in 1985.

Bond’s Corner, 395 Sailors Bay Road.
(W. D. F. Bond, Estate Agent appears on fascia board)

(A 1926 photograph by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)



NORTHBRIDGE 
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

The Northbridge Progress Association was formed in November 1919, 
with W. Mulholland as first president. The first and some subsequent 
meetings were held in the home o f Frederick John Timms in Harden 
Avenue, Northbridge and, later in 1920, in ‘The Garrick’, a playhouse 
and meeting hall on his property. (See ‘An Early Community Centre’ .)

The Association promptly compiled a Constitution which provided 
for an executive o f President, two Vice-presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary and a Committee not exceeding eight ordinary 
members. Seven members were to constitute a forum at both General 
and Executive meetings. Monthly meetings were to be held and the 
name o f the Association was to be the Northbridge Progress 
Association, the object o f which “ shall be to do everything possible 
to further the interests o f the district o f Northbridge” . The Association 
was to be non-sectarian and non-political.

In the early 1920s the Association formed a Dramatic Company 
which performed at ‘The Garrick’ under the direction o f T. G. (Edgar) 
Hoskins who was made an honorary Life Member o f the Association. 
Proceeds were exclusively for the development o f the infant suburb. 
(For more details, see ‘An Early Community Centre’ .)

In November 1938 (?) an East Northbridge Progress Association was 
formed to give closer attention to the east precinct (it is thought east o f 
Northbridge Public School) where problems o f transport, sewerage, 
roads, etc. needed urgent action. A newspaper cutting (source not 
stated) reported that the first meeting was held in the original dwelling 
o f estate agent W. Poole, comer o f Woonona Road and Sailors Bay 
Road, then a general store, refreshment room and estate agency. After 
the 1950s, the East Northbridge Progress Association appears to have 
amalgamated with the Northbridge Progress Association.

Prior to 1941, Northbridge was within the Middle Harbour Ward 
which had three representatives on Willoughby Council to further the 
interests o f Northbridge, Castlecrag, Middle Cove, Castle Cove and 
East Willoughby. In 1941 representation on Council was strengthened 
by the creation o f a Northbridge Ward, with the privilege o f electing 
three aldermen to represent it on Council. However, this event greatly 
extended the activities and responsibilities o f the Northbridge Progress 
Association since Ward boundaries are more extensive. (This booklet
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Northbridge Progress Association members present at first meeting, 
November 1919.

(Photo by courtesy o f  the Timms Family)

is restricted in scope to the boundaries o f the suburb o f Northbridge.)
The Northbridge Progress Association has been an effective and 

useful Association since its inception, the articulate voice o f the people 
o f Northbridge and, since 1941, o f the people o f Northbridge Ward. 
It can be justly proud o f its achievements.



AN EARLY COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Timms Family made a notable contribution to the development o f 
the infant suburb o f Northbridge, conscientiously helping to foster and 
shape its community life and spirit.

Frederick John Timms, bom  on 23 January 1882 in Ballarat, 
Victoria o f Australian parents, moved with them to Cammeray, N.S.W. 
about 1895 following their retirement from business. Frederick later 
bought three adjoining blocks o f land on the west side o f Harden 
Avenue when The Table-Land Estate was auctioned in September 1904. 
On the first block he built a redwood weatherboard home into which 
he and his parents moved before its completion in 1906. With 
subsequent additions to meet family needs it became a rambling but 
comfortable home. In the rear grounds his father had stone aviaries for 
his much loved, prize-winning birds. This was the home into which 
Frederick brought his bride, Marie Emily nee Marshall in 1910. Marie, 
bom  in Tasmania, had moved with her parents to Cammeray, next-door 
to the Timms. There were four children o f the marriage — Frederick, 
Norma, Malcolm and Joan — and for many years the family was part o f 
a very small and isolated community living east o f present Eastern 
Valley Way.

As Works Manager at the State Brickworks , at Homebush, Mr Timms 
had a lengthy journey to and from work. Leaving home in the dark he 
walked through bush to get to Frenchs Road which took him to 
Willoughby Road; he caught a tram to Milsons Point (later to 
McMahons Point), crossed the Harbour by ferry, walked or caught a 
t r am  to Central Railway Station to board a train to Homebush. It was 
dark when he returned home. Before the days o f electricity Mrs Timms 
always had a kerosene lamp alight near the rear window o f the home to 
welcome and light the way.

Frederick Timms was very community-minded and an enthusiastic 
patron o f the performing arts. To him must be credited the first 
deliberate attempt to give the infant suburb a community centre for 
meetings o f associations and clubs and for entertainment. In 1920 he 
built a weatherboard hall on his property (site o f today’s No. 22 
Harden Avenue) to serve as a playhouse and meeting hall. He christened 
it ‘The Garrick’ after the famous English actor, David Garrick. It 
comprised a large room with a movable front wall which could be



Tennis at the Timms’ home — an early community centre. 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Joan Watson)

folded back and used as a stage, the audience being accommodated in a 
lEirge marquee. ‘The Garrick’ became the venue o f the Northbridge 
Progress Association Dramatic Company o f which Mr Timms was a cast 
member and often a producer. The Company staged Shakespearian 
and other plays and recitals directed by ‘Professor’ T. G. (Edgar) 
Hoskins, B.A., one o f the pioneer residents o f Harden Avenue and an 
experienced Shakespearian actor/produc^r who died about April 1941, 
aged 80 years. Renowned artists o f the time, such as Toti dal Monte 
and Ruth Bucknall (q.v.) sometimes participated. A main objective o f 
the Company was the promotion o f local talent. All profits from 
performances were used for the development and improvement of 
community amenities. A sample programme is reproduced; it may 
awaken fond memories.

The grounds o f the Timms’ house and playhouse were used for many 
other community purposes and exhibited, at times, a fine display o f 
colour, items o f local interest, etc. which above all demonstrated the 
responsiveness o f early residents to community projects. The grounds 
were the parade grounds for the local Cubs and Scouts, the practice
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Frederick John Timms 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Joan Watson)

field for the local football team, the home for fetes held to raise funds 
for the Northbridge Progress Association, and the depot on Carnival 
days for the decoration o f floats for the Queen o f the Roses Procession 
which toured the neighbourhood, terminating at the Northbridge Public 
School for prizes. When a circus came to Northbridge, the grounds were 
a pound, a resting place and a feeding depot for the animals. Before 
emd even after ‘The Garrick’ had been built, the Timms’ home was 
sometimes used for meetings o f clubs, associations, etc. It had a 
telephone, one o f very few in Northbridge at that time, which was an 
asset for meetings and a convenience to neighbours. The first annual 
meeting o f the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club was held in the 
Timms’ dining room. Mr Timms enjoyed both swimming and tennis. 
He was a foundation Vice-president, later President for some fourteen 
years, o f the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club (q.v.). He had 
tennis courts erected in his grounds and formed a Saturday afternoon 
club which proved popular with local business and professional 
residents. The courts were also used by the Northern Suburbs Tennis
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Association for competitions and were played on by such notable 
people SIS Adrian Quist and Vic and Harry Edwards.

Frederick John Timms was a Justice o f the Peace and most willing 
to assist those in need o f advice or information. During the Depression 
years he played an active community role in giving young and old the 
benefit o f his advice and experience and in finding temporary jobs, 
often at his own expense, for the unemployed.

Alas, ‘The Garrick’ was dismantled in 1936 to make way for four 
homes, one for each o f Mr Timms’ children. Mr Timms spent a lot o f 
his retired life at Whale Beach where he had built a weekender, ‘Timms’ 
Shack’, and took an active part in the formation o f a local surf club.
He became its President in 1937.

Frederick Timms’ generous and successful civic-minded efforts were 
much appreciated, and generated happiness and goodwill. His name will 
be associated with the history o f the Northbridge Progress Association, 
the Northbridge Public School, the Northbridge Amateur Swimming 
Club and the Northern Suburbs Tennis Association. He died o f a heart 
attack on 6 August 1945, aged 63, having lived a very energetic and 
useful life, mainly in the service o f others. Because o f his many 
community involvements, his name and that o f members o f his family 
are mentioned in other parts o f this booklet.
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EARLY MEETING HALLS

Northbridge has never enjoyed the benefits o f a Community Hall. 
In the early days, many community groups had to resort to accommo
dation in private homes for their preliminary and inaugural meetings.

The first hall was built privately in 1920 by Frederick Timms (q.v.) 
and named ‘The Garrick’ . It was situated in Harden Avenue and served 
in many respects as a community hall.

From 1922 to the late 1940s, a small hall in the grounds of 
Brocksley College, 98 Sailors Bay Road, owned by Mr & Mrs Bailey 
and popularly called ‘Bailey’s Hall’ was the venue for small activities. 
The Presbyterians held meetings there to discuss commencement o f 
Presbyterian Church services in Northbridge, as did the Baptists a few 
years later.

The Northbridge Masonic Centre (formerly Masonic Hall) was 
opened late in 1925 and could be rented for dances, fund-raising 
community activities, wedding and other receptions, meetings, etc. 
Presbyterians leased peirt o f this Hall for twelve months for afternoon 
and evening services, pending the erection o f their Church. Anzac Day 
services were held in this Hall.

The Northbridge Oval Pavilion was built in 1929 and some small 
activities could be accommodated in its basement. Early meetings o f 
Northbridge Golf Club were held at this location until their own 
extended Clubhouse was completed in 1956.

Accommodation for group activities is still very restricted despite 
some easing since the 1950s by the availability o f some church and 
school halls e.g. St Mark’s War Memorial Peirish Hall and the Assembly 
Hall o f the Northbridge Public School. Some Northbridge activities 
are held in the Chowne Memorial Hall, Willoughby Park.



NORTHBRIDGE POST OFFICE

In March 1918 forty Northbridge residents signed a petition for a local 
post office, suggesting a general storekeeper in Sailors Bay Road as their 
first postmaster. Although the nearest post offices were at Cammeray 
and Willoughby, letters were being delivered from the North Sydney 
Post Office, twice daily through the week and once on Saturdays. 
The petition was refused. However, because a letterbox was close to the 
Sailors Bay Road store, the storekeeper was granted a licence to sell 
stamps.

In 1920, following further requests, a decision was made to 
establish a post office in Northbridge. Some 380 families now lived 
in Northbridge and over forty new houses were being erected. On 
25 November 1920 the first Northbridge Post Office was opened in 
charge o f Ernest Bowen, a storekeeper in Sailors Bay Road, opposite 
Strathallen Avenue. In the next four years the grocery business changed 
hands rapidly and the following postmasters were appointed: Henry 
Russell Jnr (5 September 1921), Bennett McCrea (26 September 1922), 
Luke Smith (1 April 1923) and William Harding (27 October 1924). 
From 1 September 1927 money order facilities and a Commonwealth 
Savings Bank branch were added.

On 28 November 1927 a deputation to the Deputy Director, Posts 
and Telegraphs, introduced by the Rt Hon. William Morris Hughes, 
asked for the establishment o f an official post office at Northbridge. 
This was refused on the grounds o f insufficient business at the existing 
post office. In January 1928 approval was given for telegrams to be 
delivered from North Sydney by motor cycle but this arrangement did 
not last long, for by April 1931 telegrams were being delivered from the 
Northbridge Post Office in the store.

In July 1932 Norman Landers, on behalf o f the Northbridge Progress 
Association, urged the Department to establish an official post office 
at Northbridge saying in support that the electoral roll for Northbridge 
contained 2,433 names. He suggested that premises at 175 Sailors Bay 
Road “ occupied up till recently by the Bank o f N.S.W.”  would be a 
suitable site. A postal inspector reported that full facilities, except 
telephone exchange were being provided from the existing office, with 
mails despatched morning and afternoon, and telegrams delivered. 
Postmen from North Sydney delivered mail.
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The prefabricated Northbridge Post Office used prior to the present building.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Australia Post)

In December 1932 the postmaster asked permission to move the 
office to larger premises at 175 Sailors Bay Road, about 100 yards 
east o f  the existing site at 157 Sailors Bay Road. The move was 
approved on 14 December 1932. In May 1936 when the Suspension 
Bridge was temporarily closed to vehicular traffic for repairs, the 
afternoon mail was sent by tram to North Sydney. When it was closed 
to all vehicles, the mail was carried across by hand.

On 16 November 1936 a Postmen’s Depot was established in a back 
room at the Northbridge Post Office and two postmen were then 
transferred from North Sydney. Following the opening o f a Common
wealth Bank branch at Northbridge, the savings bank agency at the 
post office was closed on 14 March 1938. As the postmaster had 
already sold his business, he was working solely on postal matters. 
In May 1938 he applied for an increased allowance.

By 1944 consideration was given to raising the status o f the office to 
that o f an official post office. In January 1946 the Department 
acquired a site with an 80 ft front^e to Strathsillen Avenue on which 
to build an official post office but leased it temporarily to the 
Commonwealth Bank o f Australia which erected a prefabricated build
ing on it. This building later became the post office. On 14 January 
1970 approval was given to remove the prefabricated building and erect 
a single-storeyed brick building to accommodate a staff o f fourteen. 
The contractors were E. H. Donnelley & Sons Pty Ltd, Lane Cove. 
It was completed in December 1971 at a cost o f $106,339. The present 
postmaster, Barry Langford, was appointed on 22 November 1985.



THE CHURCHES

There have been many significant changes in the religious life o f the 
Northbridge community in the last twenty or so years. These changes 
can be attributed to two main factors — the impact o f the Uniting 
Church in Australia movement in 1977 and a definite falling o ff in 
church attendance due to an ageing population and the exit o f many 
young people to areas where land and homes are cheaper. The impact 
o f the second factor may be partly offset in the not too distant future 
by an increase in the number o f the more affluent younger people 
with families who are now coming into the area.

In 1965 there were five functioning churches;
St Mark’s Anglican Church 

Church o f St Philip Neri (Roman Catholic)
Northbridge Methodist Church 

Northbridge Presbyterian Church 
Northbridge Baptist Church

In 1987, there are only three — the first two listed above and the 
Uniting Church in Australia, Northbridge.

The Anglican and Methodist congregations were the first to buy land 
in Northbridge for the erection o f a church at a future date. These 
transactions were made on the initiative o f their ‘parent’ churches — 
St Stephen’s, Willoughby and the Methodist Church, Clanwilliam Street 
Willoughby — both bought in 1913 when the New North Sydney In
vestment and Tramway Company Limited made their first subdivisions.

The Anglican congregation was the first to organise regular church 
services and to erect their own church. This achievement seemed to 
act as a catalyst to other Northbridge church congregations to speed up 
their efforts to erect churches for, in the period 1921-28, six churches 
were built. In the list that follows, the date given is the date o f the 
official opening:

St Mark’s Church o f England 
(21 November 1921 — the original church)

Northbridge Methodist Church 
(7 June 1924)

St Ciaran’s Church-School, 
now St Philip Neri Catholic Parish School,

(blessed 13 June 1926)
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Northbridge Baptist Church, 
the ex-St Mark’s Church o f England,

(opened as a Baptist Chmrch 24 September 1927)
The new St Mark’s Church o f England 

(24 March 1928)
Northbridge Presbyterian Church 

(24 August 1929)
The present St Philip Neri Parish Church (24 May 1942) and the 

Northbridge Methodist War and Peace Memorial Church (7 May 1955) 
were later developments, prompted by growth in their congregations.

It is also interesting to note that St Mark’s and the former North- 
bridge Presbyterism Church originally acquired sites to the west o f 
StratheiUen Avenue, in expectation that the density o f population 
would continue to be greatest in that portion o f Northbridge, at least 
for some considerable time. However, before the mid-1920s these 
church congregations realised that expansion had been, and would 
continue to be, more rapid in the eastern portion. They disposed o f 
their sites and hastened to purchase land east o f  Strathallen Avenue 
while more central sites were available. Their concern was well justified.

Each began in humble, ‘pioneer’ circumstances, using private homes, 
meeting halls and voluntary labour from dedicated parishioners. The 
first Church o f England service was, by Government proclamation, 
held in the open air due to the prevalence o f the 1919 pneumonic 
plague which made indoor gatherings a public health hazard.

ST MARK’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND,
Tunks Street

Until 1929, when Northbridge attained the status o f a parish 
the needs o f Anglicans were the concern o f the ‘mother’ church 
St Stephen’s, Willoughby. It was the Rector o f St Stephen’s who, 

acting on instructions from members o f the ‘Church Endowment 
Fund’, £md with approval o f the Rural Dean, purchased two adjoining 
blocks o f land in Sailors Bay Road to the west o f Strathallen Avenue 
in September 1913 for a future church site. World War I (1914-18) 
seriously disrupted further progress and it was not until Meirch 1919 
that a 6.00 p.m. service was held (it is thought on this land) by the 
Rector o f St Stephen’s, the offertory being earmarked for ‘Northbridge 
Building Fund’ .

On 25 April 1919 (St Mark’s Day) a further meeting was held, but 
on the back verandeih o f Mr Ide’s home (now demolished) in Sailors 
Bay Road to discuss the establishment o f regular church services in 
Northbridge. The Rector o f St Stephen’s again presided. By this time 
a Sunday School had been started in the home o f  Mrs Lily Briscoe in 
Harden Avenue. The first regular service was held on 2 May 1919 and
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services continued to be held, either at Mr Ide’s home or in the van of 
the Bush Church Aid Society on church land.

In 1921, positive action was taken to obtain the necessary finance 
to erect a small brick church. Mr Hempton was the builder. The 
foundation stone was laid on 6 August 1921 by Dean Talbot and the 
building was officially opened on 21 November 1921 by the Venerable 
Archdeacon D ’Arcy-Irvine, Vicar-General. However, a service had been 
held in the building in October 1921 taken by the Rev. G. O. C. 
Bartlett, curate o f St Stephen’s. The Church was called St Mark’s 
Church o f England, Northbridge. On 26 March 1923, the Rev. Ernest 
Cameron was appointed curate at St Stephen’s, Willoughby, to be in 
charge o f Northbridge, and by 1924 the local congregation was able to 
contribute 100 pounds a year towards his stipend.

As the population o f Northbridge increased so did the church 
conpegation. Church authorities realised that a larger and more 
centrally sited church was required. Attention was then directed to 
purchasing a new site east o f Strathallen Avenue. This was achieved in 
February 1925 when the present site in Tunks Street was obtained at 
auction. The land was vested in the Church Property Trust and, in 
July 1925, Northbridge became a Provisional District with the Rev. E. 
Cameron ^  Curate in Charge. The building in Sailors Bay Road was 
sold to the Baptist Union and was officially opened as a Baptist Church 
on Saturday 24 September 1927.

The present church building was designed by a parishioner, 
Mr A. E. Withey, who became the honorary architect. The builder was 
Mr Lisle Hainsworth, a well-known builder in the Municipality. The 
Church’s foundation stone was set on 10 December 1927 by the 
Venerable Archdeacon D ’Arcy-Irvine and the foundation stone o f the 
original St Mark’s building was transferred to the new site and re
set by Dean Talbot, the original ‘setter’ . The basement o f the new 
Church, the Crypt, was completed first so that continuity in services 
could be maintained while the Church was in process o f erection. The 
first service in the Crypt was held on 10 March 1928. The Church was 
dedicated by His Grace Archbishop J. C. Wright on 24 March 1928. 
Northbridge was raised to the status o f a parish in 1929, with the 
Rev. Ernest Cameron as Rector.

During World War II (1939-45), the Crypt was prepared as an Air 
Raid Shelter and Communal Feeding Centre and short evening prayer 
sessions were held there when blackout conditions prevailed. At the end 
o f the War, the debt on the Church was liquidated and it was 
consecrated by the Coadjutor The Right Rev. C. Venn Pilcher in 
November 1945. A Parish Hall Fund which later became known as 
St Mark’s War Memorial Hall Fund was opened. However, it was 
decided to give priority to completion o f the Rectory, for which action 
had been initiated in June 1939, the Hallstrom family (q.v.) having
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been generous donors. This initial action had not been pursued because 
o f the intervention o f World War II and the fact that the Rev. C. H. 
Tomlinson owned his own house and was willing that it be used as a 
Rectory. Following his death in April 1955, the matter became urgent 
and direct action was taken in 1956. Mr John Hellyer, a parishioner, 
became honorary architect and another parishioner, Mr Arthur Holland’ 
was given the building contract. The foundation stone was laid by 
Archbishop Mowll on 7 July 1957.

With completion o f the Rectory and the stabilisation o f  the Church’s 
income, attention was directed to the building o f the long-awaited 
Parish Hall. Plans were prepared by Mr Hellyer and an appeal was 
made for donations to build a St Mark’s War Memorial Parish Hall. 
Building commenced early in 1961; the foundation stone was set by 
the Most Rev. H. R. Gough, Archbishop o f Sydney, on 11 March 1961. 
The Hall was opened by His Excellency, Lieut.-General Sir Eric 
Woodward in October 1961 and dedicated by the Rt Rev. M. L. Loane, 
Coadjutor Bishop. It is a worthy memorial to those who served in 
World War II and a vital link with the community, providing for Sunday 
School, Church and community groups.

The Church building is o f dark brick. Internally, it offers an 
ecclesiastical environment which many would appreciate. Furniture, 
fittings, stained glass windows, pipe organ and a wealth o f memorials 
to departed parishioners contribute to this atmosphere. There are some 
memorial plantings in the outside grounds. As time rolls by, St Mark’s 
will become historically important, not only for its own history of 
growth but because it contains remembrances o f so many local 
identities.

THE FORMER NORTHBRIDGE METHODIST CHURCH,
Corner Gunyah Street and Baringa Road

The present site was purchased at auction in 1913 on behalf o f the 
Trustees o f the ‘parent’ church, the Methodist Church in Clanwilliam 
Street, Willoughby by the Rev. F. Colwell, the Rev. E. Dinning and 
Mr Fleming. At the time, the site was covered in bush and wildflowers. 
Any immediate plans for development could not be contemplated 
because o f the intervention o f World War I.

On 17 May 1922 a meeting was organised by Mr T. W. Clark, at the 
home o f Mrs W. T. Gibb, 90 Baringa Road, Northbridge to appoint a 
Church Steward and to form a Ladies Church Aid. Mr Clark was 
appointed Steward, Mrs Gibb, President o f  the Ladies Aid, with 
Miss E. V. Clark as Secretary and Miss E. Baker as Treasurer. The 
first church service was organised for 28 May 1922 at the home of 
Mr J. Figgis Snr, in Eric Street (now Eastern Valley Way). Regular 
evening services were held for the next two years in a small hall



Northbridge Methodist Church under construction, early in 1924.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

(Bailey’s) in the grounds of Brocksley College, 98 Sailors Bay Road.
Early in 1923, some local adherents were added to the Trustees o f 

the ‘parent’ church. On 7 September 1923 the Trustees took positive 
action to get a church hall erected in Northbridge which could be used 
for church services and other church activities. Mr A. Lanyon Clark 
was appointed architect and, on 10 January 1924, Mr J. Metcalf was 
appointed contractor. The building was completed on 31 May 1924. 
The foundation stone was set on 23 February 1924 by Mrs W. T. Gibb, 
as President o f the Ladies Church Aid, with A. W. Parton presiding. 
An address was given by the Rev. W. H. Jones representing the 
Department o f Home Missions. Three other ministers participated in 
the services. The hall was officially opened on 7 June 1924 by Mr T. W. 
Clark and the dedicatory address was delivered by the Rev. J. C. Hill, 
President o f the Conference with other ministers officiating. The first 
morning and evening services were held in the Church on 8 June 1924. 
The Sunday School, which had previously been conducted at the home 
o f Mrs W. T. Gibb, was transferred to the new building.

In the following years, minor improvements were made but by 1938 
the need for an extension had become acute. A plan was approved by 
the various church groups and tenders called in May 1940 for erection 
o f a porch, an enlarged circular head window, kindergarten room, 
kitchen and vestry. The work was completed in August 1940 and the 
extensions officially opened on 17 August 1940 by Mr P. N. Slade, 
with Janet Gibb officiating at the opening o f the kindergarten, kitchen 
and vestry. The Rev. P. L. Black, President o f the Conference, presided.

The desire for a proper church building had long been felt and in 
May 1944 the Trustees adopted a recommendation from a special 
committee o f enquiry to have plans prepared for a new church. The



scheme for a new church to be known as the Northbridge Methodist 
Peace Memorial Church was launched at a meeting on 27 Setpember 
1944 but this name was later changed to NORTHBRIDGE 
METHODIST WAR AND PEACE MEMORIAL CHURCH, so that 
it might be a memorial to those who served in World War II and a 
thanksgiving for the restoration o f peace.

In 1952 the Church congregation increased its pressure for a new 
church building; Mr (later Sir) E. J. L. Hallstrom offered a donation o f 
£1,000. The Rev. E. Tredinnick, the new Superintendent Minister o f 
Willoughby Circuit, was sympathetic to the request and soon directed 
his energy and enthusiasm towards the achievement o f this goal. Two 
architecture students in the Church offered their services as honorary 
architects and Mr T. Hewson, another member, offered his time and 
expertise as builder and supervisor o f the new Church project.

The foundation stone was laid on 8 May 1954 by Mr T. Hewson; the 
Rev. A. G. Manefield, President o f the Conference, presided, assisted 
by the Property Secretary, the Rev. R. H. Doust, and the Home Mission 
Secretary, Rev. R. J. Noble. The Church was officially opened on 
Saturday, 7 May 1955 by the Rev. M. K. Gilmour. The Superintendent 
Minister, the Rev. E. Tredinnick and the Rev. P. Threlfell welcomed the 
ChairmEm of the District, the Rev. W. Francis and the President o f the 
Conference, the Rev. J. H. Sorrell who delivered the address of 
dedication. The last Church service to be held in the church hall was on 
1 May 1955; all services from 8 May 1955 were held in the adjoining 
new church building.

On 19 June 1955, His Excellency, the Governor o f New South Wales, 
Sir John Northcott, dedicated the Church as the Northbridge Methodist 
War and Peace Memorial Church — “ a memorial to all who served and 
suffered in the cause o f Peace . . . and to one such person. Flying 
Officer John Hartley Middleton R.A.A.F., who lost his life over 
Germany on 6 October 1944” ; the entrance gates were chosen by the 
Middleton family as a memorial and dedicated on 17 July 1955 by the 
Rev. S. Bostock Jones. The Church has been the venue o f a range o f 
special services which have been attended by representative dignitaries.

The building is o f light brick, o f  simple but attractive design and 
overall the impression is o f a sunny countenance. It has a pipe organ 
and eleven remarkably good memorial stained glass windows. Its garden 
contains many memorial plantings and is tidily kept. Its church hall 
offers a pleasant environment for regular Sunday School services, 
meetings o f church groups, social and Fellowship activities and for the 
Northbridge Playgroup on two mornings per week.

A very neighbourly practice instituted by Northbridge Methodist 
War and Peace Memorial Church in its latter years was to invite the 
congregation o f Northbridge Presbyterian Church to join the Methodist 
congregation on the last Sunday o f each month.



ST PHILIP NERI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
AND PRESBYTERY 
210-224 Sailors Bay Road

Facilities for Catholic worship existed in Northbridge many years 
prior to the establishment o f  the present-day Church o f St Philip Neri, 
which was officially opened in 1942.

Within the same grounds, but fronting Baringa Road, is the building 
o f the former Church-school o f St Ciaran’s which was blessed and 
opened by the Most Rev. Michael Kelly, D.D., Archbishop o f Sydney, 
on 13 June 1926. This building, since converted exclusively to school 
use, served the dual purpose o f church and school from late 1926 
until completion o f the Church o f St Philip Neri on adjoining ground 
in 1942. The late Monsignor E. P. Dundon, P.P. had the name o f 
St Ciaran’s Primary School changed in 1983 to St Philip Neri Catholic 
Parish School (q.v.).

St Philip Neri was bom in 1515 and died on 26 May 1595. He was 
canonised in 1622. He was a priest and founder o f the Congregation of 
the Oratory (Oratorians) who gave their name to a musical art-form, 
the Oratorio which developed from the form of their services and 
conferences and in which the resources o f art and music were fully 
used. It is said that St Philip Neri was often called ‘The Apostle of 
Rome’ .

The history o f Catholic worship and education in Northbridge 
reflects some o f the changes that have occurred in Catholic parochial 
boundaries on the lower North Shore since the early 1920s. Up 
to 1928, Northbridge was within the Parish o f Naremhum, of 
which Father J. Rohan was Parish Priest; from 1928 to 1938 it was 
the responsibility o f Father R. A. Darby, P.P. o f Willoughby and, 
from 1938, it became a Parish in its own right, with control vested 
in Father R. A. Lyng who became the Parish Priest.

It was Father Rohan who acquired in 1923 the first block o f 
Catholic property on Sailors Bay Road and, in 1924, the first block on 
Baringa Road. To him credit must also be given for the establishment o f 
the church-school. It was Father Darby who took the initiative to 
purchase the other blocks o f land on Sailors Bay Road for a planned 
Catholic complex — presbytery, new church and convent, the latter 
for the Sisters o f St Joseph. Blocks 210-12 were acquired in 1923; 
214-16 in 1930; and 218-24 in 1935. The Presbytery and Church were 
built in Father Lyng’s time. Plans for a convent must have been 
abandoned.

As early as September 1938, Father Darby found it necessary to 
inform the Coadjutor Archbishop o f Sydney that extra accommodation 
was required for Sunday masses at St Ciaran’s, and that it was proposed 
to extend the existing church-school by 32 feet and to initiate action
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to have a new church built which would seat 280 people. At that time 
he estimated the Catholic population in Northbridge Parish, including 
children, to be about 560, with a possible increase to 800 within the 
following ten years.

The present Presbytery was built before the new Church, to obviate 
the inconvenience o f a temporjiry presbytery which had been 
established in a furnished house at 22 Tunks Street. The new 
Presbytery was blessed by the Vicar Forane, the Very Rev. Father E. 
O ’Brien, P.P., representing His Grace the Archbishop o f Sydney, the 
Most Rev. N. T. Gilroy, D.D., on Sunday 17 November 1940. The 
architects were Messrs Fowell, McConnell and Mansfield; the builder, 
Mr H. A. Taylor. It was stated at the ceremony that the next project 
which Father Lyng and his parishioners were hopeful o f undertaking 
was the provision o f a suitable church to replace the school-church of 
St Ciaran’s. A great tribute was paid to Father Lyng and his 
parishioners for their zeal and energy in advancing the effectiveness 
and growth o f the Parish.

The Church o f St Philip Neri was blessed and opened by the Arch
bishop o f Sydney, the Most Rev. N. T. Gilroy, D.D., on Sunday 24 May 
1942, after a three year building programme. Its foundation stone had 
been blessed and laid by the same Archbishop on Sunday 27 July 1941. 
The architects and builder were the same as for the Presbytery. The 
brickwork is in keeping with that o f the Presbytery; the overall design 
o f the Church is cruciform; both buildings grace the prominent, 
elevated site which they occupy.

Both the Presbytery and Church stand on ground originally owned 
by James William Bligh (q.v.). By 1891, this Portion o f land had been 
purchased by The North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited. By the early 1920s it had been subdivided as the Northbridge 
Subdivision No. 4. All blocks which the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney purchased were vacant blocks owned by individuals.

The former Parish Priest o f the Church o f St Philip Neri, the Rev. 
Monsignor Eamonn Patrick Dundon, died on 24 January 1986 after 
ministering to the needs o f Northbridge Parish for nearly eighteen 
years. In addition, he directed the Apostle Ship o f the Sea, which 
helped sailors on shore leave, and in 1981-82 was Vicar-General 
Episcopal for the Northern Region Archdiocese, based on the North 
Shore.

THE FORMER NORTHBRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH 
112 Sailors Bay Road

This church building still stands but is used by the Armenian 
Spiritual Brethren; its church hall is used by the Northside Baptist 
Pre-school Centre. The church building, formerly St Mark’s Church o f



England, was officially opened as the Northbridge Baptist Church on 
24 September 1927 and functioned as such until 30 April 1981 when 
the Baptist congregation in Northbridge amalgamated with that o f the 
North Sydney Baptist Church to form the Northside Baptist Church, 
Willoughby Road, Crows Nest.

The proposal to form a Baptist Church in Northbridge was initiated 
by the Home Mission Department o f the Baptist Union. A meeting was 
held in April 1927 in Bailey’s Hall (q.v.) to consider this proposal; 
a committee was established and regular Sunday evening services 
commenced from 1 May 1927 in the same hall. The Home Mission 
Department later successfully negotiated with the Church o f England 
authorities for the purchase o f the first St Mark’s Church o f England 
in Sailors Bay Road. The church building was officially opened by 
Mr W. Buckingham who had previously donated a block o f land which 
he had purchased in 1915 but which the Baptist Union did not think 
was suitable as a church site. The Sunday services were conducted by 
the Rev. F. J. Dunkley. The Church was formally inaugurated on 
13 October 1927 and the first Business Meeting was held a fortnight 
later.

A fibro hall with tile roof was soon erected by voluntary labour to 
provide accommodation for the Sunday School. This was completed in 
January 1928 and subsequently extended by voluntary labour to 
double its size; the extension was officially opened in January 1933. 
A prefabricated Army hut was purchased in 1947 and used for youth 
work up to 1956 when it became redundant after a further extension 
was made to the original hall. The much extended fibro hall was finally 
replaced by two brick structures — the William Sisterson Hall (opened 
September 1958) and the McMillan Hall (opened February 1975) 
with special facilities for pre-schoolers. A church Manse was purchased 
in 1950 at 83 Baringa Road, to which extensive alterations and 
improvements were made on two occasions.

In the fifty-three years o f its existence, the following church groups 
were active: Sunday School; Christian Endeavour Societies, Junior, 
Intermediate and Young People; Men’s Morning Meetings; Women’s 
Guild; Senior Girls’ Missionary Union; Baptist National Service 
Association (1940-46); Child Mindery (1946-52); Pre-school Child Care 
Centre (from 1950); Ladies’ Evening Fellowship; Youth Clubs and 
Church choirs.

On 6 February 1972 the Armenian Christian Fellowship commenced 
early morning services in the Church and later held weeknight meetings. 
Towards the end o f the 1970s, with the decline in congregation, the 
Baptists held only a morning service and a Bible Class in the evening 
which was later discontinued. The final Church service was held on 
29 April 1981 and an amalgamation took place between the North- 
bridge and the North Sydney Baptist Church congregations, from which
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the Northside Baptist Church (Crows Nest) congregation was formed.

THE FORMER NORTHBRIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(Knox Church), corner Sailors Bay Road and Namoi Street

Many oldtimers must be somewhat saddened by the fact that their 
hard-won church is no longer used for regular Sunday services. Before 
they had their own church, the nearest Presbyterian kirk was at Crows 
Nest where the Rev. Alexander Clark was minister.

The first Presbyterian service in Northbridge was conducted by the 
Rev. G. L. Sneddon on the evening o f 1 February 1925, in a small hall 
(Bailey’s) in the grounds o f Brocksley College, 98 Sailors Bay Road. 
Nine successive services were held before 25 March when a further 
meeting was held in Bailey’s Hall, chaired by the Rev. Alexander Clark, 
to give a progress report. The meeting was informed that a church site 
had already been purchased between Willoughby and Northbridge 
but the desire for a more centrally sited church predominated. The 
Rev. Clark pledged his support and promised every assistance. A 
committee was formed to forward the work. The personnel o f this 
committee, in particular, Mrs Urquhart and Mr & Mrs George Gellatly, 
may be said to have been the founders o f the Presbyterian Church in 
Northbridge. Progress was rapid. More names were added to the 
committee, a Sunday School was formed and a search instituted for a 
central site.

In June 1925, arrangements were made to lease the Northbridge 
Masonic Hall for afternoon and evening services for twelve months. 
Committee meetings were held in private homes, usually in that o f 
Mr Gellatly. The committee continued its drive to purchase a suitable 
site, helped by the interest, advice and guidance o f the Rev. Clark. 
In February 1926, after prolonged negotiations, the site on the corner 
o f Namoi Street and Sailors Bay Road was purchased. Immediate 
further progress was impeded by financial problems. Pulpit Supply, 
the resignation o f Mr Gellatly as Secretary, etc. To restrict expenditure, 
services were, once again, held in Bailey’s small hall in lieu o f the 
Masonic Hall. In October 1927, it was unanimously resolved to invite 
the Rev. J. T. Wilson to take the services and pastoral visitations for six 
months. Mr Wilson accepted the invitation and events moved more 
rapidly and hopefully.

It was decided to give priority to the building o f a church rather 
than a church-hall. In December 1928, Mr A. E. Withey, an architect, 
was empowered to call tenders for the erection o f the church build
ing, subject to their approval by the local Council and in April 1929 
Mr L. G. Hainsworth was selected as contractor. Both Withey and 
Hainsworth had been employed on St Mark’s Church o f England, 
Northbridge. The foundation stone was set on 4 May 1929 by



Northbridge Presbyterian Church, newly built, 1929.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

Sir Clifton Love; the State Moderator, the Rt Rev. A. P. Cameron, B.A., 
presided. The church was opened by Mrs G. Gillespie o f Warrawee and 
dedicated by the Rev. D. J. Flockhart, M.A., Convener o f Home 
Missions, on 24 August 1929. The building is dark brick and the overall 
design neat and unpretentious with Gothic windows. The Knox Church 
War Memorial Hall, dedicated to those who paid the supreme sacrifice 
and those who served in World War II, was later built behind it. The 
commemoration stone was set on 25 September 1954 by the Rev. E. H. 
Vines, M.A., B.D., Moderator, Presbytery o f North Sydney.

The Church celebrated its Golden Anniversary in 1975. In 1977 
parishioners decided to join the Uniting Church in Australia and 
became part o f the congregation o f the Uniting Church in Australia, 
Northbridge. Their former Memorial Hall and Church are now the 
property o f the Anglican Television Society which makes television 
programmes on Christian Fellowship for commercial stations. The 
church building is used for editing and duplication o f video cassettes 
and their previewing by educational users.

Most fortunately, the history o f the Church and its activities has 
been ably documented in a 58-p£^e brochure titled The First Fifty Years, 
1925-1975: Northbridge Presbyterian Church, a copy o f which is in the 
Willoughby Municipal Library.
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THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA, NORTHBRIDGE

The Northbridge Methodist War and Peace Memorial Church became 
the Uniting Church o f Australia, Northbridge as from June 1977. 
Now embraced within one Parish, the Northbridge-Castlecrag Parish, are 
the congregations o f the former Northbridge Presbyterian Church 
(Knox Church), Castlecrag Methodist Church and the former North- 
bridge Methodist War and Peace Memorial Church.

Some extensions and improvements have recently been completed 
and dedicated. A new Parish paper called The Way is now circulat
ed regularly. In the June/July 1978 issue the editor wrote:

Three congregations, two Methodist and one Presbyterian, have come 
together to form one Parish. Basic changes have had to be faced by all three 
congregations.
Traditions accepted and followed without question for many years have had 
to be examined and, in some cases, modified or discarded. Many problems 
have arisen for discussion, consideration and decision . . .
I  believe we have achieved a great deal in our first, difficult year. We have set 
up new organisations and seen them settling down into their proper pattern 
o f  activity; we have seen old organisations grow in numbers and strength; 
we have met new people and have grown to know and respect them; we have 
developed a recognition and understanding o f  differences to be reconciled 
and problems to be overcome; we are beginning to look outward, as one 
body, to the community around us.
At the close o f its first ten years (June 1987) the situation appeared 

to be healthy and prosperous, pervaded by a uniting, harmonious and 
caring attitude.

On 23 June 1985 the property ‘Clavering’ (q.v.) at 186 Sailors Bay 
Road which backs on to the church grounds, was dedicated as the 
minister’s residence. The ceremony was held in conjunction with the 
annual Church anniversary which took the form o f a Parish Family 
Service. The Parish minister, the Rev. A. Wilson, L.Th., conducted the 
service and the sermon was preached by the Very Rev. J. Fred McKay, 
C.M.G.,O.B.E.,M.A., B.D.



EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

Northbridge has no secondary or tertiary facilities within its own 
boundaries sind post-primary students must travel further afield. 
Currently, it has two primary schools — one a State, the other a private 
church school — two Pre-schools and one After School Care Centre. 
Some Japanese students attend the Sydney Japanese School at Terrey 
Hills, which has an extensive private bus service.

There seems to be a need for a co-educational comprehensive high 
school within the Middle Harbour area. Some parents have already 
made their concern known according to a 1972 report which appeared 
in the Sydney Morning Herald under title o f ‘Parents want new School’ : 

Parents in the Northbridge-East Lindfield area will m eet on Sunday on a plot 
o f  land they call their 'forgotten high school site’. Before the meeting, they 
will drive from Northbridge Plaza to the site at Wellington Road, East 
Lindfield. The parents have formed a group called the Middle Harbour Area 
High School Committee, to fight for a high school for the lower North Shore. 
Northbridge is within the North Sydney Inspectorate and its Area 

high schools are Willoughby Girls’ High School and Crows Nest Boys’ 
High School. Northbridge children are also eligible for selection to 
North Sydney Girls’ and North Sydney Boys’ High Schools.

PLAYGROUPS AND PRE-SCHOOLS

There is only one playgroup, the Northbridge Playgroup, which 
meets on Tuesday and Wednesday 10 a.m. to 12 noon in a hall within 
the grounds o f the Uniting Church in Gunyah Street.

There are two Pre-schools in Northbridge, both community-church 
based and under the overall supervision o f the N.S.W. Dept o f Youth & 
Community Services through which they receive partial funding. The 
Department exercises an advisory and supervisory role and ensures 
that facilities and teaching etc. meet its policy criteria and standards. 
Pupils at both Pre-schools are mainly from Northbridge but there is a 
small percentage from other Middle Harbour and surrounding areas. 
In each case the buildings are utilised at times by other community 
groups.

St Mark’s Anglican Church Day Kindergarten: This is accom
modated in three rooms within the grounds o f St Mark’s Anglican
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Church on the comer o f Tunks Street and Malacoota Road. It is open 
9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekdays for children 3-6 years.

Northside Baptist Pre-school Centre: It is located at 112 Sailors 
Bay Road and is open 9.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekdays for children 
3-5 years.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS, PAST AND PRESENT

Prior to the late 1940s, Northbridge had the benefit o f two other 
private primary schools:

Brocksley College, 98 Sailors Bay Road: This was a private 
preparatory school for boys and girls, which functioned from about 
1922 to the late 1940s. Some ex-pupils are thought still to reside in 
Northbridge.

Mrs Blanche Kathleen Bailey was Principal and her husband owned 
the property. The site included their residence ‘Moama’ (now No. 98), 
adjoining blocks o f land on the east and west sides and a disused tennis 
court converted to a playground. It is known to have been fully 
operational by 1925 because an account o f its Annual Concert 
appeared in the Suburban Herald, 31 December 1925. It was reported 
that a large number o f parents and friends attended and, at the 
conclusion o f the Concert, prizes for Arithmetic, English, Geography 
and History were awarded as well as one for Good Conduct, Most 
Popular Girl, Oil Painting, Singing and ‘Application’. Mrs Bailey was 
listed as Principal, Miss Irene Forrester as Assistant Teacher and the 
Rev. A. W. Parton as the distributor o f the prizes.

More information is given in a publication titled A study o f  aspects o f  
social organisation in the Municipality o f  Willoughby, undertaken by the De
partment o f Social Studies, University o f Sydney, in 1946:

Principal Mrs B. Bailey 
Assistant: Mrs B. Pragnall

This private school caters for 65 children including a kindergarten section o f  
24 children 3-4 years. The age range o f  the primary school is 5-12 years. 
The children come mostly from Northbridge, Castlecrag, Willoughby and 
Cammeray. The School is open from 9 am. to 3 pm. . . . Two rooms o f  the 
cottage are used for school purposes, one for the kindergarten children and 
the other, divided into two sections, provides class rooms for the older 
children. There is separate toilet accommodation for the boys and girls. 
‘Clavering’ (q.v.) 186 Sailors Bay Road: A former private school was 

conducted at this address by the late Miss E. Riach, assisted at times by 
her mother. The residence was later the home o f N.S.W. Premier Jack 
Renshaw and is now the Parsonage of the Northbridge-Castlecrag Parish 
o f the Uniting Church in Australia. The school seems to have
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functioned from the mid-1930s to about the late 1940s. The following 
information is given in the same publication mentioned above;

There are 60 children 3-9 years enrolled at this private school. The kinder
garten takes 40 children under 7 years, leaving 20 children in the 7-9 age 
group. The school serves Northbridge mainly, but a few  come from  
Cammeray and Crow's Nest. The school is a large cottage with grounds at the 
back used as a playing area. Two rooms are in use, one for the kindergarten 
and the other, fitted up with small desks is for  the senior section. There is 
separate toilet accommodation for boys and girls.
The two primary schools which exist today are Northbridge Public 

School and St Philip Neri Catholic Parish School.
Northbridge Public School, Sailors Bay Road: As early as 1914 the 

Department o f Lands had set aside a two acre Government grant 
(present site) for a public school. Any building project then would have 
been premature because the demand for residential lots had only 
begun in 1912 and few homes had been built by 1914.

Agitation for a public primary school commenced late in 1919 on 
the initiative o f the Northbridge Progress Association which made 
application and attached a list o f some 62 probable pupils. The matter 
was deferred until 1921 when the application was granted. Plans and 
specifications were prepared but not proceeded with because o f lack o f 
funds. However, in August 1922 tenders were called and that o f a well- 
known builder in the Municipality, Mr De Baskerville Carden, was 
accepted.

The design was for a single storey brick building on concrete 
foundations, with galvanised-iron roof. It made provision for three 
classrooms, each with a pupil capacity o f forty-eight and movable 
partitions which made possible a conversion into one long room. The 
north facade had a continuous verandah, the ends o f which were to be 
enclosed to form hatrooms and toilet accommodation. The Department 
o f Education’s architect said that classrooms would be well lit and 
ventilated and that ample heating arrangements had also been made.

The building was officially opened in April 1923, with a total 
enrolment for the first quarter o f 159, a staff o f five and Headmaster 
A. G. Mitchell who continued in that position until 1928, by which 
time the School was well established and expanding. Within the first 
five years enrolment figures increased steadily to a total o f 261, with 
signs o f further growth and departm ent regrading from a fifth to a 
fourth Class school.

Additions were made in 1926 by the contractor T. N. Grimsby. 
The School gained three extra classrooms, a staffroom, hatroom, 
enclosed verandah on the ground floor, two large basement weather- 
sheds and two toilets. Construction and materials matched closely those 
used in the existing building. In 1930 the School was regraded to a 
third Class school and in 1945 a separate Infants Department was



=«S>

Above: Northbridge Public School staff and students, 1923. 
Below: Official opening o f  Northbridge Public School, 1923. 

(Photos by courtesy o f  Joan Watson)



established. In 1958 the building o f an assembly hall commenced, 
financed jointly by the Department o f Education and funds raised by 
the Parents and Citizens Association. It was officially opened in 
January 1959 by which time the staff had risen to thirteen and the 
pupil enrolment to 435. The School received a further upgrading to 
Second Class.

Some time after 1959 the population o f Northbridge began to 
decline and the School once again became a one-department school, 
there being insufficient demand for its kindergarten section; the 
principal became a teaching Principal. However by 1975 the School 
was able to recommence its kindergarten section and the new Principal 
was not required to teach.

In 1977 the School’s two tennis courts at the rê lr o f  the grounds 
were upgraded and converted to all-weather courts with professional 
coaching available to pupils. The School also has net-ball courts. A 
comfortable and inviting library with a fair range o f resource and 
audio-visual materials was added in 1981. The School is also fortunate 
in being adjacent to the Northbridge branch o f Willoughby Municipal 
Library from which additional resources and assistance are available.

The front facade o f the School, set slightly below street level, gives 
the impression o f a small village school. A rear view is vital for true 
estimation o f size and appreciation o f the healthy open-space 
environment which the School offers. Over the years, much has been 
done to improve the School’s grounds and play areas. At one time a 
large section o f the rear playground was unfit for use, being badly 
eroded and damp due to a traversing creek. This area has been filled 
in, levelled and tiufed to make a pleasant, spacious Infants’ playground 
surrounded by open space. Older children have play areas and seats 
under shady trees within the grounds and Primary boys may use the 
adjoining Northbridge Park Oval for lunch-time play or sports. The 
School uses the Oval for its Friday afternoon sports.

Since 1975 there has been a steady increase in school enrolments 
and indications are that this trend will continue for a few more years 
at least, then maybe level out to about 300. It now has a teaching staff 
o f thirteen, plus the Headmaster, a three-day per week Librarian, 
a two-day per week Craft Teacher and several ancilliary staff. It offers 
Italian as a second language. There are twelve classrooms, an Assembly 
Hall (also used as a gymnasium), a Canteen and accommodation for 
Craft classes in the basement.

The School relates very well to the community and to pupils’ 
parents. Its Assembly Hall, tennis courts and certain other facilities are 
made available to community groups and a weekly Newsletter is sent to 
parents informing them of current and proposed happenings. The 
School has a Parents and Citizens Association and makes provision for 
Parent/Teacher interviews. An annuEil gathering at the Northbridge



Golf Club gives parents and teachers an opportunity to meet socially. 
Staff Development Courses for teachers are open to parents and the 
School provides a normal school environment to certain approved 
disabled children.

It is very fortunate that we still have in Northbridge two daughters 
o f the first President o f the School’s Parents and Citizens Association, 
Frederick John Timms (q.v.). Mr Timms was a very enterprising and 
dedicated worker for the progressive development o f the School. He 
presented the prizes on Speech Days, Sports and Carnival Days and 
spoke to the School gathering on Empire Day. His wife, Marie Emily 
Timms, was also an active member o f the Association and had the 
honour o f planting the first tree in the School’s grounds.

The facilities o f the Timms’ home and adjoining property in Harden 
Avenue, which included a Playhouse called ‘The Garrick’ and a large 
paddock and tennis courts, were made available to the School in the 
1920s for rehearsals for concerts and for sports meetings, under the 
supervision o f Mr Whitaker, the School’s Sports and Music Master.

Mr and Mrs Timms had four children; their son, Frederick (later 
an Air Force Group Captain) was the first dux o f the School and 
their elder daughter, Norma, was one o f the first three pupils to be 
enrolled. These three pupils, Marion Payne, Lesley Storey and Norma 
Timms were photographed with the Headmaster, Mr A. G. Mitchell 
in 1923.

St Philip Neri Catholic Parish School, 67-73 Baringa Road: The 
original name o f this school, St Ciaran’s Primary School, still appears 
on the old iron gates which divide the School from the grounds o f the 
Church o f St Philip Neri. The original name was in local use until 
1983 when the late Parish Priest, Monsignor E. P. Dundon, decided to 
change it to the same name as the Parish Church. However, the change 
was not recorded in The Official Year Book o f  the Catholic Church in Australia 
until the 1985-86 volume. The School’s motto is ‘Virtute non verbis’ , 
which it translates as “ Loving in deed, not just in words”  (St John 
3:18).

It is understood that the School was named after St Ciaran o f Saighir 
(5th to 6th century A.D.), bishop and monk, a member o f an Ossory 
family, who may have been consecrated bishop by St Patrick. Many 
legends are told of his influence over wild animals. Ciaran’s monastery 
became the burial place of the kings o f Ossory. For details o f St Philip 
Neri see the information given under St Philip Neri Church.

The School stands on land originally owned by James William Bligh 
(q.v.). By 1891, Bligh’s Portion had been purchased by the North 
Sydney Investment and Tramway Company Limited. By the early 
1920s it had been subdivided into home lots, some o f which had been 
bought by private individuals. In 1924 Father J. Rohan, Parish Priest 
o f Narembum, in whose Parish Northbridge then was, purchased



from a private owner, one block on which to erect a church-school 
(67 Baringa Road). The foundation stone was blessed and laid on 
22 November 1925 and the completed building blessed on 13 June 
1926 by the Most Rev. Michael Kelly, D.D., Archbishop o f Sydney. 
The School opened on 22 February 1927 with 18 pupils. By June 1927 
there were 42 on the roll, with 80 expected by the end o f the year. 
Until the end o f 1975 the School was serviced by the Sisters o f 
St Joseph from Mount Street, North Sydney. From 1976 it was placed 
under lay administration.

The pioneer Sisters were Sisters Gonzaga and Allan. They travelled 
by tram and later by bus from Mount Street; from 1974 they enjoyed 
the luxury o f a car provided by the Northbridge Parish.

At first the School catered for junior pupils from kindergarten to 
third grade. Today, it meets the needs o f pupils from Year 2 to Year 6 
and has a principal, senior primary teacher, several regular part-time 
teachers and a general assistant, as well as casual teachers who give 
instruction in music and speech on Wednesdays. The total enrolment 
has varied from 110 to 140, with a majority o f girls, because more 
boys tend to leave at the end o f Year 3 to attend colleges. It is co
educational and is visited every five to seven years by the Education 
Dep£irtment, N.S.W. for accreditation purposes.

Parish boundaries have changed with the growth in suburban 
Catholic population and the creation o f new parishes; control o f the 
School and its property was, up to 1928, vested in the Parish Priest o f 
Narembum, from 1928 to 1938 in the Parish Priest o f Willoughby and 
from that time, when the Parish o f Northbridge was established, in the 
Parish Priest o f Northbridge.

Over the years, periodic action has been taken to increase the 
School’s accommodation. In its formative years, one class had to be 
conducted in a weatherboard shed on land adjoining the church-school 
building. In September 1938 Father R. A. Darby, P.P. o f  Willoughby 
found it necessary to inform the Coadjutor Archbishop o f Sydney that 
extra accommodation was required for Sunday masses and that it was 
proposed to extend the existing church-school by 32 feet, the extension 
to be separated from the main portion by folding doors and kept 
exclusively as a church for weekdays and visits.

Willoughby Council’s Valuation Books record a Notice o f Sale 
in February 1950 for the cottage ‘Walmer’ at 69 Baringa Road 
and a Notice o f Sale in July 1953 for the cottage ‘Greenock’ at 
71 Baringa Road. A third cottage at 73 Baringa Road was acquired 
by the Church in April 1979.

The School functions within a very homely and pleasant environ
ment. Classrooms are colourfuUy decorated with teaching aids and 
examples o f students’ work. The playground extends to the Sailors 
Bay Road frontage adjoining the Church.
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE CENTRES

The Northbridge After School Care Centre (Kids’ pavilion), in 
Northbridge Park Oval Pavilion, Sailors Bay Road, opened May 1986 
and is the only one in Northbridge. A staff member picks up children 
from the two primary schools. It caters for children 5-12 years old, 
from 3 p.m to 6 p.m., five days a week on a permanent or casual basis.

LIBRARY SERVICES: NORTHBRIDGE BRANCH OF 
WILLOUGHBY MUNICIPAL LIBRARY

The Northbridge Children’s Library opened in 1947 in the Sports 
Pavilion at Northbridge Park, with an initial stock consisting o f books 
donated by Northbridge residents and new ones purchased with a 
£25 grant from Willoughby Council. This library service was started 
and supported by a very active committee and a willing band o f 
assistants. There were picture books and story books for young 
children, a non-fiction collection for the older ones and a research 
section for higher grade students.

The new building which houses the present library was designed 
free o f charge by I o ceQ architect, Cobden Parkes (theft N.S.W. Govt 
Architect and a son o f Sir Henry Parkes) and built with a grant from 
Willoughby Council. It opened in 1957 and was called the Norman 
Landers Northbridge Memorial Library in honour o f the Library’s 
foundation secretary. In 1981 the branch library became wholly 
operated by Willoughby Council and since then the collection has 
included a larger number o f adult books as well as children’s.

In 1985, Willoughby Municipal Library, the central library, became 
part o f the Shorelink network, a computer link o f five lower North 
Shore libraries. As yet Willoughby branch libraries do not have 
computer terminals bringing them directly on line, but they are 
benefiting through their Central library at Chatswood from the faster 
and more efficient service Shorelink provides for requests and inter- 
library loans. Also, all branch members with Shorelink cards may 
borrow directly from any branch library, as well as from the five major 
Shorelink libraries o f Lane Cove, Manly, Mosman, Stanton Library in 
North Sydney, and o f course, Willoughby.



‘CLAVERING’
136 Sailors Bay Road

‘Clavering’, the present parsonage o f the minister o f the Northbridge- 
Castlecrag Parish o f the Uniting Church in Australia, stands on a grant 
o f approximately 13 acres purchased from the Crown at public auction 
by Samuel Henry Terry (q.v.) in 1855, when the area was covered in 
bush and its location was vaguely referred to as ‘Middle Harbour’ . 
Terry never lived on his land.

There were several conveyances on the property from 1886 to its 
subdivision by the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited when it offered its Northbridge Subdivision No. 1 
for sale about 1912. Although the block was sold in 1920 to 
H. C. Denmark, it remained unimproved until 1922 when it was 
acquired by William Henry (or Harry) Watson, a city merchant who had 
a brick cottage built on it in 1923. Presumably this was ‘Clavering’ . 
The property was sold in 1925 and twice in 1928, the second time to a 
solicitor, William Gordon Hayes-Williams. For the first time the house, 
‘Clavering’ appears in the Rate Book. The name still stands, imprinted 
in stone over the archway at the gate.

Sailors Bay Road from ‘Clavering’ to Strathallen comer. May 1923. 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)
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The owner Hayes-Williams died before 1932 but the continued 

mention o f ‘Estate o f W. G. Hayes-Williams’ in the Council’s Valuation 
Books suggests that the estate took several years to finalise. The house 
appears to have been rented for part o f this period to a Mrs Riach, one 
o f whose daughters operated a kindergarten-primary school in the 
house from the mid-1930s to the late 1940s (see ‘Educational 
Facilities’).

Between 1950 and 1951, the house was sold twice — finally to 
Dr & Mrs Woolcott who established a surgery for the doctor’s Ear, 
Nose and Throat practice. A doctor’s sign appeared on the gate.

In 1966 it was sold to the late John (Jack) Brophy Renshaw, M.L.A. 
(q.v.) who had some major renovations made and lived in it for some 
ten years, later leasing and finally selling it to the Northbridge- 
Castlecrag Parish o f the Uniting Church in Australia on 5 July 1984.

‘Clavering’ is a well-built bungalow, surrounded on front and street 
side by an attractive stone fence and a gate archway. The Parish has 
spent a considerable amount o f money in upgrading it, internally and 
externally, to its former standard. Some selected church social 
functions are held there.

‘Clavering’ today

Origin o f its name has not been authoritatively established. One 
wonders whether the original owner was an admirer o f Anthony 
Trollope’s book The Claverings which was published in 1867.



NORTHBRIDGE 
MASONIC CENTRE

(foimerly Masonic Hall)

Northbridge Masonic Centre stands on the comer o f Sailors Bay Road 
and Harden Avenue on land originally granted to James Harris French 
(q.v.). It was built and paid for by Lodge Northbridge No. 481 which 
was formed in North Sydney but moved to Northbridge on completion 
o f the Temple. It is now owned by the Northbridge Cammeray Masonic 
Hall Co. Ltd. The foundation stone was laid on 23 May 1925 and the 
building dedicated on 9 November 1925.

The following branches o f the United Grand Lodge o f New South 
Wales meet at Northbridge: Frenchs Forest No. 927, Northbridge 
and Lewis No. 481, Pyramid o f Cheops & Kurraba No. 542, and 
T. L. Warren No. 444. The first Lodge in Northbridge was Lodge Byora 
No. 589, consecrated in July 1926. It had been formed in Hornsby two 
months earlier. It surrendered its Charter to United Grand Lodge o f 
New South Wales as from September 1959 and presented its effects 
and monies to Lodge Thomas L. Warren No. 936, a newly formed 
Lodge in Northbridge, consecrated in 1959.

Lodge Northbridge and Lewis No. 481: Lodge Northbridge No. 481 
(consecrated in May 1923) consolidated in August 1976 with Lodge 
Northbridge Lewis No. 836 (consecrated August 1951) and became 
Lodge Northbridge and Lewis No. 481.

Lodge T. L. Warren No. 444: The Thomas L. Warren Lodge No. 936 
(consecrated in June 1959) consolidated in April 1975 with Lodge 
Castlecrag No. 734 (consecrated in April 1948) and became Lodge 
T. L. Warren Castlecrag No. 734. The latter later consolidated with 
Lodge Cammeray No. 444 and became Lodge T. L. Warren No. 444 in 
December 1981. It is named after the late Thomas Leslie Warren (q.v.), 
a long-time resident o f Northbridge with a fine record for outstanding 
service to the community and to Freemasonry.

Lodges meet on the first floor o f the building. This area has recently 
been renovated and upgraded and a new Lodge entrance from the street 
h£is been provided, the doors o f which were a gift from Lodge Robert 
Bruce Royal Arch Chapter No. 645C in 1987. The ground floor which 
for many years was available for dances, wedding receptions, etc. is 
now a Persian carpet showroom with separate entrance.

Northbridge Masonic Centre fulfilled many a community need in 
the early days o f Northbridge. For more information see ‘Early Meeting 
HaUs’.



PARKS AND RESERVES

The parks and reserves o f Northbridge are among the many assets and 
charms o f the suburb. They are generally more spacious and noticeable 
and have greater public potential than those in the other Middle 
Harbour suburbs. Moreover they afford the public many opportunities 
to capture sweeping as well as close-up views o f Long Bay, Middle 
Harbour, Sailors Bay, The Spit, Willoughby Bay and many smaller 
inlets. Picnicking areas are not plentiful but where provided, the 
facilities are good. Parks and reserves are in sufficient number along or 
close to the landform ridge to soften the ridgeline and the impact o f 
developed areas effectively. Good use has been made o f residual 
pockets o f bushland to enhance the landscape and preserve examples 
o f the peninsula’s original bush character.

The following parks and reserves are listed by Council in its Register 
o f Public Open Space:
ALPHA ROAD PLAYGROUND — 0.2086 ha: Almost opposite 

Frenchs Road, adjoining north side o f S.C.E.G.S. playing fields, 
fronting busy Alpha Road.
Council leases the land. A notice reads “ This area has been made 
available for the purpose o f a Children’s Playground by the action o f 
Sydney Church o f England Grammar School” . It is well equipped 
and enclosed with a strong wire safety fence; the surrounds create 
a feeling o f spaciousness and extending landscape.

BROOMHAM PARK  — 0.5387 ha: In Byora Cresecent. An island bush- 
land reserve at the summit o f which are seats from which panoramic 
views o f Seaforth, The Spit and foreshores o f Mosman, Cremorne 
and Neutral Bay may be gained, provided top growth does not 
obscure visibility. The area is known as The Knoll and the hill was 
popularly called ‘Pudding Hill’ because it was squat and round.
Named after Robert Charles Broomham, ex-tanner and principal of 
Messrs Broomham Brothers, Willoughby. Broomham was an aider- 
man (Middle Harbour Ward) on Willoughby Council, 1920-22 and 
a great athlete o f Statewide renown as cricketer, rifleman and 
footballer. He died in October 1941 at his home in Baroona Road. 

CLIVE PARK — 5.7402 ha: At comer o f Sailors Bay and Coolawin 
Roads, sweeping down to the foreshore o f Middle Harbour.
Clive Park is large compared with other local foreshore reserves
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and rates high as an area o f bushland and foreshore for the 
enjoyment o f passive recreation. Access to its various levels is good, 
it affords panoramic views o f the lovely waters and headlands o f 
Middle Harbour, has superior picnic facilities, some children’s play 
equipment and, since 1971, a toilet block. It receives good patronage 
from locals and others, there being car-parking facilities and a public 
bus (Route 202) from the city terminating at the Park.
Some weed, especially lantana, and exotic plant infestation is 
evident but on the whole growth is healthy and controlled. Along the 
water’s edge, among Hawkesbury sandstone outcrops and on the 
lower slopes, are banksias and specimens o f the Port Jackson fig, 
while Angophora and Eucalypti dominate the upper slopes.
At the east end o f the foreshores is a small beach and netted tidal 
pool, built by the Northbridge V.D.C. Association (q.v.) in the late 
1940s to increase recreational facilities for local children. Clive Park 
extends west past the Northbridge S2iiling Club (1946), Northbridge 
Sea Scouts’ Boatshed and Sailors Bay Boatshed (1939) all o f which 
can be reached via bushland tracks along the foreshores or single
width roadway from the east end o f Minimbah Road. In virgin bush, 
behind these establishments, are the remains o f stone fences or 
foundations o f a former stone cottage.
Clive Park occupies part o f the first grant o f Crown land made in 
Northbridge (1837) — Portion 347 o f 10 acres, to solicitor John 
Lewis Spencer, who sold in the following year. It later became Albert 
Town Estate (q.v.). As early as 16 December 1884, part was dedicat
ed for recreation, wharf and access to water. Willoughby Council 
decided in 1913 to name the area Clive Park to commemorate Clive 
Norman Backhouse, Mayor in 1912-13 and an alderman (Chatswood 
East Ward) on Willoughby Council, 1911-14. Resumption o f this 
land for park purposes was proclaimed on 1 August 1933.

ELIZABETH PARK  -  0.2302 ha: In Coolawin Road (east side), south 
o f intersection with Aubrey Road.
A small informal grassy recreation area with a few scattered seats, 
sweeping gently from road to an almost impassable section which 
should give access to the waterfront. It is located between houses 
and affords close-up views o f Middle Harbour, looking across to 
western shores o f The Spit area. Named after Eliza (‘Biddy’) Smith, 
a resident o f Coolawin Road, Northbridge from c.1940; an active and 
articulate member o f the East Northbridge Progress Association, 
a great worker for charity and member o f a local Parks and Gardens 
Committee. Authorities believed her name to be ‘Elizabeth’ . Biddy 
was an ex-actress (stage name Hawthorne) with J. C. Williamson Ltd. 
Her daughter, Fifi Hawthorne, formerly Headmistress o f Kambala 
C. o f E. Girls’ School, Rose Bay for some 35 years, died in 1986 
at Northbridge.
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Eliza ( ‘Biddy’) Smith.

(Photo by courtesy o f  Mrs N. Collins)

FORSYTH PARK — 0.5691 ha: In Widgiewa Road (east side), in a 
most sheltered and pleasant aspect o f the northern slopes o f the 
peninsula, adjoining Northbridge Swimming Baths.
Road access is indirect involving use o f local tertiary roads which 
are narrow and steep with sharp bends. Parking facilities exist. The 
Park now seems to have been enclosed within the Northbridge 
Baths and use restricted to patrons o f the Baths or for activities 
associated with the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club. Picnic 
facilities are provided. Named after Aid. R. T. Forsyth who was 
closely associated with the development o f the Baths from the 
outset. As Mayor in 1926-27, he officially opened some additional 
facilities at the Baths on 3 December 1927.

HALLSTROM POINT — 0.3334 ha: At end o f Hallstrom Close on Fig 
Tree Point. There is a small informal grassy recreation area on the 
water’s edge, near the entrance to Long Bay, access to which is via



a pathway between houses at end o f Hallstrom Close. The Moreton 
Bay fig tree which was a prominent feature in the rear grounds o f 
Sir Edward Hallstrom’s home (now demolished) and the reef, which 
was popularly known by fishermen as ‘Twemlow’s Reef’ after a 
former owner o f the land, can be seen. It is a vantage point from 
which to view the southern slope and inlets o f Long Bay. Named 
C.1976 after Sir Edward Hallstrom and his family (q.v.) whose 
home fronted Coolawin Road, with grounds encompassing the 
Point.

KILLINGSWORTH PARK -  1.0273 ha: Between Minimbah and 
Upper Minimbah Roads. A good example o f wise use o f residual 
bushland between two different road levels. The Park has little 
potential for public use but contributes to the visual beauty o f the 
headland and affords the neighbouring locals and visitors rewarding 
views o f Sailors Bay and the southern scarp o f Castlecrag. Named 
C.1933 after Aid. W. J. Killingsworth who represented Middle 
Harbour Ward on WiUoughby Council from 1920-22.

MINIMBAH ROAD RESERVES -  0.1012 & 0.1056 ha: Adjacent to 
Nos 5 and 63 Minimbah Road. Bushland reserves.

MUNRO PARK AND ADJACENT AREAS -  9.8875 & 0.2877 ha: 
(Note: The name should be MONRO PARK as given on Estate plans 
and according to the spelling o f the person’s name given to the Park.) 
The Park lies in Flat Rock Creek gully, between Hallstrom Park 
and Tunks Park, and is essentially bushland with a small informal 
recreation area.
Named after C. Monro, o f C. Monro Ltd, auctioneers and real estate 
agents, then at 28 Martin Place, Sydney. The firm auctioned some 
residual land which the New North Sydney Investment and Tramway 
Company Limited had owned prior to going into liquidation in 
1924-25, including the Northbridge Harbour Estates Nos 2 and 3, 
the latter comprising land south o f Calbina Road and Cliff Avenue 
to the northern boundary o f the Park. No evidence could be found 
that Monro ever owned the land; his firm auctioned it in February 
1927 and Willoughby Council acquired it for parkland. It is shown 
as Monro Park on the auctioneer’s plan o f 1927.

NOONBINNA CLOSE RESERVE -  0.202 ha: Bushland with some 
children’s play equipment.

NORTHBRIDGE PARK (includes JOHN ROCHE PK) -  46.1599 ha: 
O ff Sailors Bay Road (south side), east o f Northbridge Public School. 
(a) Northbridge Park:
Prior to 1910 officially referred to as Long Bay Reserve and from 
1910-34 called Middle Harbour Park. On this site are the Northbridge 
Golf Course and, at the extreme west end, the Northbridge Oval and 
Pavilion (1929), the Scout Hall (1935), the Girl Guides Hall (1962) 
and the Norman Landers Northbridge Memorial Library (1957).
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At the extreme east end are the R.S.L. Hall, tennis courts and 
Northbridge Memorial Gardens (1956). Both extremities are overdue 
for replanning and beautification. With the expertise o f a good town- 
planner it should be possible to make these areas imposing focal 
points along the ridge road, thereby greatly increasing the impact 
o f Sailors Bay Road on visitors and at the same time enhancing the 
peninsula suburb. It may be possible to incorporate in the design a 
much needed community hall.
Council endured a protracted struggle to obtain government agree
ment to the dedication o f an area at Long Bay for recreational 
purposes. Finally, on 7 September 1910, 95 acres were reserved for 
public recreation, with control vested in Council. In the Mayor’s 
1910 Annual Report it was stated that it “ will be necessary for the 
reserve to be fenced and otherwise improved at an early date, so 
that advantage may be taken by the public in using the same for 
recreational purposes. A request should be made to the Government 
for an extra amount in the annual Park grant to effect the necessary 
improvements” . In his 1912 Annual Report the Mayor announced 
that Council had decided to name the area Middle Harbour Park. 
From 1934 it appears to have been called Northbridge Park.
(b ) John Roche Park:
Adjacent to Northbridge Golf Course, o ff Woonona Road. Dedicated 
on 10 December 1983, in memory o f John J. Roche, J.P. (q.v.) 
who died in April 1975 after a long and active civic involvement 
in the Northbridge community. He was an active member o f the 
Northbridge Progress Association from 1945 until his death. It is 
primarily a children’s playground — a fitting memorial to a man who 
took a keen and active interest in youth and youth organisations.

WARNERS PARK and adjacent area -  11.6890 ha: Access is o ff 
Kameruka Road via The Outpost.
Bushland and bowling greens, with club facilities o f the Northbridge 
Bowling Club and the Northbridge Women’s Bowling Club. Named 
after Mr J. R. Warner, a well-known Willoughby resident and dairy
man, who donated part o f his land for use as a public park, public 
reserve or public recreation area. Council purchased extra land to 
enlarge the available area. Mr Warner owned the ‘Waratah’ dairy on 
Edinburgh Road which extended across both sides o f present Eastern 
Valley Way, south to Sailors Bay Creek.



THE COMING OF THE SPORTS

NORTHBRIDGE BATHS
(formerly Sailors Bay Baths)

The history o f this community amenity and that o f the Northbridge 
Amateur Swimming Club (q.v.) are interlocked; within one month o f 
completion o f the Baths, the Club was launched and immediately 
assumed responsibility for initiating action for the development and 
improvement o f the Baths and for liaising with Willoughby Municipal 
Council.

Northbridge Municipal Baths, in Widgiewa Road adjoining Forsyth 
Park, were officially opened by the Mayor o f Willoughby, Aid. H. W. 
Clarke, on 8 November 1924 at 3 p.m. They were the first, and still 
are the only municipal baths in the Municipality o f Willoughby. 
Nevertheless, they were not the first public baths to be built in the 
Municipality; in 1905, in Sugarloaf Bay near Sugarloaf Point, Castlecrag 
a community-minded gentleman, Joseph Knight Smith, then proprietor 
o f the Hotel Willoughby, built public swimming baths on land which 
he owned. (See ‘Municipality’s First Public Baths in Middle Harbour’ .)

As far back as 1887, Council indicated its intention to have public 
swimming baths in each Ward. The decision to site Willoughby’s first 
municipal baths on the foreshores o f Middle Harbour was taken in 1916 
but implementation was delayed. In a newspaper cutting (source not 
given) dated 30 November 1916, it was reported that

the next move o f . . . Willoughby Council will be to follow in the footsteps 
o f  Lane Cove and establish municipal baths . . . The foreshores o f  Middle 
Harbour offer many splendid sites, a number o f  which are already formed by 
nature . . . Chatswood West Ward on the eastern bank o f  the Lane Cove 
River can also offer good sites but as the greater population is in the vicinity 
o f  Middle Harbour, this will be the locality in which Willoughby's first 
municipal baths will be erected.
Positive local action to obtain this amenity commenced in 1922 

when a small group o f young men from Northbridge and Willoughby, 
together with their fathers and friends who regularly frequented 
Sailors Bay near John West’s boatshed, voiced their concern at not 
having a safe swimming area, some having witnessed loss o f dogs by 
sharks. An approach was made on their behalf to the local Council
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by Aid. H. W. (Herbie) Parker. After continued representations Council 
approved the building o f baths at Sailors Bay, Northbridge in 1923.

Local quarryman Ted Gillham, with able assistance from Albert 
Ridgway, excavated the rock and stone which helped to form the 
present beach. Several punt loads o f sand were brought from Castle 
Rock Beach near Clontarf in a Council punt, with the permission o f 
the Sydney Harbour Trust (now Maritime Services Board), by keen 
local lads who gave their services voluntarily. The Baths were completed 
in 1924, minus dressing-sheds. Council had insufficient funds to remedy 
this embarrassing situation.

The Baths were smaller than now and allowed for only a 33 yard 
swim from the north end to a pontoon moored near the shore. Water 
depth was three feet to 35 feet, width only 25 feet. Mr Murdock, 
the Council’s Building Surveyor, was the designer, F. Mahoney the 
contractor and Fred Williams, the lessee. In his opening speech, the 
Mayor said the Baths had been financed from general revenue at little in 
excess o f £2,000 and electric overhead lights would be installed later to 
permit the enjoyment o f night swimming. Charges would be: Adults 
threepence; children 14-16 years twopence, under 14 years one penny. 
He drew attention to the beautiful location between hills and in 
protected waters. Speakers included Aid. R. Muir, Mr N. J. Welch, 
President o f Northbridge Progress Association, Thomas Leslie Warren, 
President o f  Northbridge Chamber o f Commerce and Major Cook 
Russell, the Royal Life Saving Society’s representative. Due 
acknowledgment was made to Aid. A. J. Mills for his continued 
advocacy o f this community amenity. Representatives o f Lane Cove, 
North Sydney and Ku-ring-gai Councils were also present. An apology 
was received from Aid. Robert Todd Forsyth who was absent in 
Melbourne.

The Council offered to provide the required materials for a club
house and dressing-sheds if construction could be done by voluntary 
labour. ‘The Garrick’ playhouse in Harden Avenue, owned by Frederick 
Timms, was chosen for a meeting place and a working committee 
formed. Local residents with building or allied trades expertise were to 
be asked if they would assist. Management o f the project was shortly 
taken over by the Executive Committee o f the Northbridge Amateur 
Swimming Club when the latter was formed on 15 January 1925. 
The Community’s thanks are due to the following volunteers: Harry 
Eyre (carpenter and builder), Harold Ridgway, Harry James and George 
Waite (plumbers), Wallie Smith (painter). Jack Butcher, Ken Wood, 
Carl Wood and members o f the Ridgway family (labourers). The project 
was completed in 1927 and these additional facilities were officially 
opened by Mayor Robert Todd Forsyth on 3 December that year.

Major extensions were made between 1935 and 1937 to give a 
55 yards racing course and additionEil dressing accommodation.
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However, on completion it was found that accommodation for the 
Ladies’ Amateur Swimming Club had been overlooked. Representations 
were made promptly to Council and the Club was assured adequate 
provision would be made in the near future. World War II intervened. 
In February 1943 the Baths were closed for repairs to the wire netting.

After the War there was a backlog o f maintenance work. Action was 
taken in December 1946 to establish a Northbridge Baths Improvement 
Committee consisting o f the President, George Naylor (later an 
alderman), Doug Bryce (Treasurer) and a few others. Many local 
organisations including Northbridge and Castlecrag Progress Associ
ations and the Northbridge V.D.C. Association (q.v.) affiliated 
with the Committee. A broad plan evolved and Council received its 
recommendations sympathetically.

The change in name from Sailors Bay Baths to Northbridge Baths 
seems to have been officially adopted in the late 1940s even though, 
in 1924, the Honorary Secretary in charge o f the Opening Day sports 
had recommended to the Mayor that he officially open them as 
‘Northbridge Baths’ as this distinct name would clarify their position 
and make them better known.

By the 1950s further extensions had been made and a clubhouse for 
the Northbridge Ladies Amateur Swimming Club provided. In 1951, 
living quarters for the lessee were built and the Baths were floodlit. 
Before the start o f the 1968/69 swimming season, Willoughby Council 
undertook a vast progreimme of modernisation to the value o f some 
$140,000. New dressing-sheds and a kiosk were built; the Baths’ 
enclosure was replaced with a concrete and mesh structure including 
the provision o f a 50 metres competitive swimming section, a 
significant asset for Club training and interclub trials. Fibreglass starting 
blocks were installed and the exposed metal on the shark-proofing 
enclosure was enclosed in plastic to slow down erosion. In the early 
1970s, Council extended the scum boards around the Baths to facilitate 
more reliable checks on oil pollution.

Today, Northbridge Baths has excellent starting/tuming boards, a 
first class racing course, as well as a pleasant adjoining picnic area in 
Forsyth Park (q.v.). From humble beginnings the Municipality of 
Willoughby now has modern tidal Baths o f which it can be justly proud, 
if they are regularly and adequately maintained. Regrettably, due to a 
locality problem, sewerage mains ‘explode’ at manholes from pressure 
o f storm water during heavy rains, causing pollution o f foreshore 
waters. The Baths close when the pollution level is considered 
dangerous to swimmers. In 1987 the Baths closed for this reason on 
25 days (14%) o f the swimming season. According to a newspaper 
report o f 10 August 1988, Northbridge Baths require upgrading and 
Council hopes to budget required funds in 1989. The Baths have 
continued to be a popular venue; more than 24,743 people patronised



<^=

them in 1987 including 16,000 children. It is to be hoped these popular 
seawater baths will be retained and properly maintained even after the 
proposed indoor swimming pool has been provided in Bicentennial 
Reserve.

NORTHBRIDGE AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB

On 11 January 1925, two months after the opening o f Northbridge 
Baths, a meeting was held at the Baths to gauge interest in forming a 
local swimming club. The meeting resolved to form a club in 
connection with the Northbridge Baths and to hold its first annual 
meeting at ‘The Garrick’ playhouse in Harden Avenue, Northbridge for 
the purpose o f electing office-bearers. This meeting was held four days 
later in the dining room of Frederick Timms’ home. Foundation office
bearers were: A. C. Butcher (President), Roy Kinninmont (Hon. 
Secretary), Len Smith (Hon. Treasurer), Frederick Timms, J. Chambers 
and H. J. James (Vice-presidents), Jack Butcher, Harry Eyre, Albert 
Ridgway and Carl Wood (Committee members). The Committee 
concerned itself initially with getting the Club fully operational and 
supervising the construction o f dressing-sheds and a clubhouse by 
voluntary labour. From then on it assumed responsibility for initiating 
recommendations for the improvement o f the Baths’ facilities and for 
liaising with Willoughby Council on these and other matters. Great 
credit is due to all office-bearers, past and present, for their very able 
and consistent dedicated endeavours to improve the Baths and their 
surroundings, as well as to foster a ‘family orientated club’. It did not 
take long to get the infant Club on a good working basis. Members were 
industrious and very keen to train in order to build up the Club’s 
reputation in the field o f water sport.

Frederick Timms, a foundation Vice-president, became President 
1930/31 and reMned that office for some fourteen years. As in all 
community commitments which he undertook, he made a fine 
contribution to the morale and development o f the young Club, 
encouraging family involvement £ind giving encouragement and advice 
to young swimmers. His two sons, Frederick and Malcolm, were 
members o f the team which, in 1930/31 won the E. L. Sanders Cup, 
donated by the local M.L.A. for competition between the Northbridge 
and Roseville Clubs. The Timms’ sons were also members o f the water 
polo team and Frederick’s two daughters, Norma and Joan, were active 
Club members.

In the late 1920s the Northbridge Ladies’ Amateur Swimming Club 
was formed. The ladies’ races were conducted after the men’s races each 
Saturday o f the swimming season and, after protracted efforts, the 
ladies finally enjoyed the benefits o f a separate clubhouse from 
about 1940, only to lose it some years later to white ant squatters! On
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24 September 1965 the Northbridge Ladies’ and Men’s Amateur 
Swimming Clubs amalgamated to form the new Northbridge Amateur 
Swimming Club.

The Club’s colours are maroon ^md gold. It was reported in the 
Suburban Herald in 1937 that “ Willoughby Council . . . rejected an 
application from the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club for 
permission to wear swimming trunks o f an approved design at 
Northbridge Baths” .

It is not possible to highlight the names o f all contributors to the 
Club’s success but a few merit mention for their prowess in water 
sport:

Jack Butcher and the Water Polo team: Jack was the first Club 
Champion and could clock 60 seconds for 100 yards. In 1925 he 
became the first Captain o f the water polo team, with Len Smith as
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first Coach. The team entered B Grade competitions in that year and 
performed creditably despite its lack o f experience in competitive 
sport. It continued to train with enthusiasm and discipline and, in the 
1926/27 season, played in the finals at the Sydney Domain Baths, to 
be beaten by the Sydney Club by one goal only. Water polo became an 
important and popular activity o f the Club and between 1933 and 1937 
it entered three senior and one junior grade teams each year with 
several successes. The teams reached their zenith in 1947/48 under the 
able direction o f Wal Eyre when the results were: Senior 1st Grade 
(fifth); 2nd Grade (runners-up); 3rd Grade (fourth on the North Shore); 
Junior Grade (Premiers); Sunday Night Competition (Premiers); Sunday 
Night Knockout (runners-up). The success and morale o f the Club in 
interclub competitions did much to enhance the Club’s reputation.

John Davies won the State Senior Breaststroke championship in 
1947/48 for the second successive year, with an Australian record o f 
2m 45.9s and was honoured, with John Marshall o f Victoria, in being 
named the Australian Male Swimmer Nearest World Class. Selected to 
represent Australia at the XIVth Olympic Games in London in July 
1948, he was suitably farewelled by the Club, and Mayor W. M. Jack, 
a patron o f the Club, made a presentation. John won a gold medal for 
the 200 m Butterfly event at the 1952 Olympic Games in Helsinki. 
The Club conferred on him Life Membership from July o f that year.

Jan Andrew (now Tanner) won a Bronze Medal for the Butterfly 
event and a Silver Medal in the relay at the 1960 Olympics in Rome.

Kym Stracey (q.v.), holder o f a Bronze Cross from the Royal Life 
Saving Society o f Australia, was Junior Club Champion 1983/84 and 
Senior Captain 1985/86. She became a volunteer teacher for the 
‘Learn-to-Swim’ sessions held by the Club, under the auspices o f the 
N.S.W. Amateur Swimming Association, and from June 1986 to April 
1988 was a swimming instructor in Japan on behalf o f the Food for 
the Hungry.

Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club has always enjoyed a large 
membership with a goodly number o f family groups. A feature o f the 
Club’s activities for the community, in tune with its objective to 
promote family involvement, has been its ‘Leam-to-Swim’ Campaign. 
Sessions are given by volunteer Club members in accordance with the 
guidelines o f  the N.S.W. Amateur Swimming Association. The Club 
celebrated its sixtieth birthday with a Gala Day at the Baths on 
2 December 1984 when President Peter McKee welcomed guests, after 
which various swimming events, a fashion parade and a barbecue were 
held. The Club has been a regular participant in competitions and 
carnivals organised by the Northern Suburbs Amateur Swimming 
Association and a supporter o f their fund-raising activities. It organised 
an event in 1988 to celebrate Australia’s Bicentenary in the 
Municipality o f Willoughby.



NORTHBRIDGE GOLF CLUB AND 
MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE

The Northbridge Golf Club was formed in advance o f the official 
opening o f the Course (13 April 1935) but a date could not be 
established; it may have been as early as 1933 since Willoughby Council 
authorised the construction o f an 18 hole course late in that year. The 
inaugural meeting is believed to have been held in one o f the shops near 
Northbridge Public School; subsequent meetings were held in the 
basement o f the adjacent Northbridge Park Oval Pavilion until October 
1937. The Club celebrated the 50th Jubilee o f the opening o f the 
Course on 13 April 1985 and was presented with a commemorative 
plaque at a mayoral reception in June 1985. Credit for the design o f an 
interesting, picturesque and challenging course is due to the then 
Council Engineer, Hugh Douglas Robb, who took full account o f 
Northbridge’s natiural topography.

The Course was only 9 holes when opened on 13 April 1935 but by 
the end o f 1937 it had been extended to 18 holes. Today, the Course 
offers beautiful views o f Long Bay and Middle Harbour and panoramic 
views o f the closely populated suburbs o f Cammeray, Neutral Bay and 
Mosman. As much as possible o f the original bushland has been 
preserved and plantings o f native flowering trees have been featured. 
The Clubhouse in no way vies for prominence. The stone for walls and 
tee surrounds was obtained from a quarry on the site, where good stone 
became a temptation to home builders, necessitating the employment 
o f a nightwatchman to safeguard it at one stage.

The history o f the land on which the course lies is somewhat 
complicated. The current Parish map (4th edition, 1964), prepared by 
the Dept o f Lands, N.S.W. no longer shows the originEil grantees. It is 
recorded that, after a protracted struggle on Council’s part, an area o f 
95 acres (Por. 688) was dedicated for public recreation on 7 September 
1910, with control vested in the Council o f the Municipality o f 
Willoughby. In the Mayor’s Annual Report for 1912, dedication o f this 
area was acknowledged and it was announced that the area had been 
named ‘Middle Harbour Park’ . (Council changed the name in 1934 
before altering the name on the oval pavilion, so the old name lived on 
for a time.) In addition, 22 acres were reserved for public buildings, o f 
which two acres were earmarked for a public school site. At one stage 
the Government’s intention was to build a police station and a lunatic 
asylum on this choice expanse o f Crown land. Fortunately, on 
6 November 1923, the remaining 20 acres were rededicated as a reserve 
for public recreation, again with control vested in the Council. If is 
interesting to note that in October 1919 the Northbridge Progress 
Association informed Council that the public reserve area was suffering 
damage at the hands o f timber stealers.



In 1926 the three Middle Harbour Ward aldermen invited the opinion 
o f two well-known golf professionals as to the area’s suitability for a 
golf course and their response was very favourable. The proposal for 
a course was then put before Council but was not enthusiastically 
received. The matter then became the subject o f several reports and 
inspections. This, coupled with the fact that funds were in short supply 
and the money market was tight, resulted in the proposal being shelved 
until the end o f 1933 when the Government agreed to subsidise 
construction o f a course as an emergency relief project. Council’s 
Engineer, H. D. Robb, was then authorised to proceed with the 
construction o f  a 9 hole course. Work commenced on 28 November 
1933. The Premier, the Hon. B. S. B. Stevens, officially opened the 
Course on 13 April 1935. A Civic reception was held at the Town Hall 
in Chatswood before the official party proceeded to the Golf Course. 
After the official opening an exhibition match was played between 
Sam Richardson (W. A. Oldfields Ltd) and W. J. Bolger (Mick Simmons 
Ltd). The Course was open to the public from the following day. The 
opening was the happy culmination o f several years o f consistent 
endeavour to obtain this Municipal amenity.

The methods and equipment employed in construction, together 
with an explanation o f how the sequence o f the original 9 holes was 
significantly changed to accommodate the 18 hole course, are given 
with illustrations in the Golf Club’s Jubilee Souvenir brochure, a copy 
o f which is on sale at the Clubhouse or available for reference in the 
Willoughby Municipal Library. By today’s standards the equipment was 
very crude and required hard manual labour to use. Daily progress was 
understEuidably slow and tiring and the weather was unsympathetic. 
However the men who laboured so hard were thankful to have paid 
work and today’s course is a credit to their endurance as well as to the 
ability o f the engineer-designer. As a result o f their endeavours, a large 
expanse o f difficult terrain, formerly covered in dense scrub with 
abundant outcrops o f rock and badly drained areas, has been 
beautifully landscaped into a pleasant recreation area. At the 14th tee 
is a bird bath which was erected by Council and partly funded by 
the local Committee o f Australia’s 150th Anniversary celebrations. 
North-east o f the course, on Sailors Bay Road, is an area o f 1 ac 3 r 5 p 
which was dedicated on 20 October 1950 and proclaimed on 12 Janu
ary 1951 for a War Memorial. It accommodates the Memorial Garden, 
flagpole, R.S.L. War Memorial Hall and two all-weather courts.

The first President o f the Club was Thomas Leslie Warren (q.v.) 
who held office from 1935-43 and the first Captain (1935-36) was 
A. H. Applet. An Associates Club was formed in 1935 with Mrs M. Fyfe 
as President (1935-40) and Mrs J. Applet, first Captain in 1937.

In October 1937, the first clubhouse, a single storey small brick 
building with tiled roof, was completed. This building was later



considerably extended t^d-officially opened in 1956. In 1965 the final 
extension was made anji this increased the depth o f the building and 
gave members separate lounge and dining rooms with panoramic views 
o f  surrounding areas. Local newspapers referred to the building as the 
‘golf palace’ .

Council leased the Course to the Club in 1956 on a 20 year lease 
and the Club then took full responsibility for management and 
maintenance. In that year the Club was granted its first liquor licence. 
The Club renewed its lease in 1976 for a further 20 years. It has full 
use o f the Course on five days per year; on other days the public may 
cross or have access at defined spots. Membership is small by 
comparison with other clubs which offer an 18 hole course but this has 
the advantage o f generating a greater degree o f friendliness among 
Members and Associates. Life Membership has been conferred on 
approximately twelve Members/Associates who consistently rendered 
services to the Club “ far beyond normal expectations” .

The following championship matches and special events are held: 
Members Championship, Associates Championship, Business Girls 
Championship, Mixed Foursomes Championship, Members Foursomes 
Championship, Associates Foursomes Championship, Northbridge Cup, 
Noel Weir Singles and Noel Wilson Cup.

SAILORS BAY BOATSHED,
Clive Park

The Boatshed was built in 1939-40 by Jack McKenzie with the help 
o f his friend Eric Gale who lived near the eastern end o f Sailors Bay 
Road. Jack was a World War Ij®teran who had stayed in the permanent 
Army until retirement. ‘Mac’ and Eric built the shed so that ‘Mac’ could 
live there and augment his Army pension by hiring out a few rowing 
boats and engaging in repair or odd jobs. The shed became known as 
‘Mac’s’ .

A small slipway was built on the west side o f Clive Park. ‘Mac’ lived 
in the front portion o f the shed^here he had a fuel stove, sink, bunk 
and wardrobe. A water tank was at the rear o f the shed.

The bus then terminated at Sailors Bay and Dalmeny Roads because 
Sailors Bay Road had not been extended further. ‘Mac’ had a long 
uphill walk, via a zigzag track, from the boatshed. Halfway up the track 
he built a seat to ease the strain on wind and limb. Unfortunately it was 
this steep climb that killed ‘Mac’ for he died o f a heart attack at the bus 
stop in 1945.

His son inherited the shed and his father’s tools and equipment and 
sold the shed to a married couple. The husband had a bad heart emd the 
wife a wooden leg, so the steep climb presented formidable problems! 
Their visits became progressively more infrequent, much to the



annoyance and inconvenience o f local boys who had their V.J.s locked 
in the shed. The boys broke the locks whenever they wanted their boats 
and took to the water as quickly as possible to escape ‘Albert’s’ 
punishment and threats. They learned to mimic his strong Stanley 
Holloway accent and practised it when safe in the water. ‘Albert’ 
reacted strongly and was prone to get over-excited. He decided to sell.

At about this time Frank Likely was preparing for discharge from the 
A.I.F. after serving six years with the 2 /lst Machine Gun Battalion. 
Having worked in the city before the War he vowed that if it was 
humanly possible he would work in the open air for the remainder o f 
his life. His father, who was a life-long friend o f Eric Gale, told him that 
the shed was for sale. Frank did some quick calculations and found he 
could buy it with his deferred pay and a loan on an insurance policy. 
He acted quickly. He looked after the Boatshed during the 1945 
Christmas period and became its owner in January 1946, thereby 
embarking on over thirty happy working years.

Frank Likely made many improvements and built up patronage. 
In the busy season, he occasionally slept on the premises and worked 
extra long hours. He assisted in making car access to the Boatshed. 
As the years rolled on, the hiring o f small rowing boats for pleasure 
waned significantly with the advent o f outboard motors and portable 
aluminium boats. The main business now involved repairs, overhaul, 
cleaning, re-rigging, hiring, mooring rentals and structural alterations, 
necessitating the employment o f two full-time assistants and occasional 
casual help. Mr Likely sold to the present owner in October 1979. The 
latter is a qualified shipwright and has made further improvements to 
the establishment and continues to employ full-time assistance.

Frank Likely is now the Principal o f Middle Harbour Yacht Club at 
The Spit which conducts various yachting courses from Junior to 
rescue, yacht-cruising, yacht-racing and sailboards, the syllabi for which 
have been adopted throughout Australia; both he and the present 
proprietor o f the Boatshed are heavily involved in lecturing on these 
courses.

NORTHBRIDGE SAILING CLUB,
Clive Park

The Northbridge Sailing Club began operating in 1946 from the little 
sandy beach at Clive Park, boats being stored at Likely’s Boatshed to 
the west and at the boatshed next to Northbridge Baths. The boats 
used were the Vaucluse Senior and Junior (V.S.s and V.J.s), relatively 
simple to build and easy to sail. Highlight o f each season was the 
Northbridge Cup competition hosted by the Club at The Spit, with 
more than a hundred boats from all over the State competing. 
Headquarters were established on the beach at The Spit and all duties



1. Clubhouse, Northbridge Sailing Club.
2. A Northbridge Junior.

3. A Northbridge 14.
4. A group o f  Tasars. 

(Photos by courtesy o f  the Club)
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associated with recording, rescue and refreshments for competitors 
were done on a voluntary basis, with Club members supplying support 
craft, food and hospitality.

About 1960, in response to a need for a training boat for younger 
sailors, Jim Mason and Frank Bethwaite designed and launched the 
first North bridge-designed boat, the ‘Northbridge Junior’ , a simple, 
light, self-rightable craft for 8 to 10-year-olds and still used today. 
About the same time, a group o f senior sailors collaborated in designing 
and building a fourteen-foot dinghy to replace the rather cumbersome 
‘Seniors’ Dinghies’ , with the specification that it should be light, 
suitable for men and women to sail and fun to sail. Because this class 
was ‘restricted’ but not ‘one-design’, it provided scope for imaginative 
sailors to devise and demonstrate original ideas. The Northbridge 
Senior, or N.S. 14, proliferated all over Australia and was the basis o f 
the Tasar class, designed by Frank Bethwaite. There are now some 
2,500 Tasars sailing in Australia, England, Europe, Canada, U.S.A., 
Japan and Malaysia.

Northbridge Sailing Club also introduced the New Zealand designed 
Cherub and Flying Ant classes into Australia and designed the A12, 
an exciting and fast single-sailed craft with trapeze. With a spread o f 
dinghies to cater for all ages from eight to eighty, and with women 
taking an equal role in both sailing and administration, the Club 
flourished.

When the Club was founded, Willoughby Council promised land in 
Clive Park for a clubhouse. The Women’s Committee worked hard for 
many years, through functions and other means, to get sufficient funds 
in hand to apply for a building loan. Negotiations with the Maritime 
Services Board, Council’s Parks and Gardens Section and County of 
Cumberland bodies took time but, with the fullest cooperation of 
Council and Mayor McGinty, building began in 1964. The main 
structure was ready for an official opening by Mayor McGinty in 
1965.

Club members contributed loans and guarantees and much voluntary 
labour. All loans were repaid within ten years by proceeds from boat 
storage rentals and social functions. The Club belongs to members who 
pay a nominal rental to Council. Maintenance is done by voluntary 
‘working bees’ during the sailing season and the member’s annual fee 
covers expenses.

The clubhouse was designed to provide storage for 80 boats on the 
lower deck, and clubroom, kitchen facilities and an encircling rigging 
deck on the upper deck. It is well used for social gatherings and talks 
and on sailing days hums with activities o f all kinds and people o f all 
ages. From the beginning, participation by whole families was 
encouraged and there is now a membership o f over two hundred 
families. Women have always enjoyed equal participation and, for the



1987/88 season, the Club is proud to have elected Mrs Jane Sheridan 
as Commodore.

Members compete in organised club racing with competitions for 
Club Championships, both on scratch and handicap scores. Training 
and coaching classes me held on Sunday mornings, with special 
beginners and advanced tuition in the winter months. Each season, 
sailing clubs from all over Australia visit and sail with Northbridge in 
special inter-club fixtures. Northbridge has produced some outstanding 
sailors and the Club is proud of those who have progressed to Olympic 
and World Championship standard. Above all, it is proud o f the 
hundreds of all ages who have not only learned new skills but have also 
absorbed the cooperative and friendly atmosphere o f the Northbridge 
Sailing Club.

NORTHBRIDGE BOWLING CLUB,
Warner Park, The Outpost

The Club is owned by the Northbridge Bowling Club Limited and is 
situated in a very beautiful and peaceful environment, protected from 
strong winds. Access is o ff Kameruka Road, via The Outpost. The land 
is owned by Willoughby Municipal Council and leased to the Club.

The late J. R. ( ‘Reg’) Warner, a weU-known Willoughby resident, 
owned the ‘Waratah’ dairy (q.v.) on the comer o f Edinburgh Road and 
Eastern Valley Way. He donated his land, which swept down and in 
parts crossed Sailors Bay Creek, to Council for use as a public park, 
public reserve or public recreation area, provided only those buildings 
required for these uses should be erected. In the period 1949-51 
Council enlarged the area and improved access by resuming small 
pockets o f surrounding land. Some o f this land was resumed from the 
late Burley Griffin’s company. The Greater Sydney Development 
Association Limited, which owned The Outpost Subdivision Extension; 
other land fronting Kameruka Road was resumed from private 
ownership. In all. Council became the owner o f Lots 57 and 60 (part 
only) in Kameruka Road and Lots 198, 240, 242 and 243, in The 
Outpost. The total site comprised parts o f separate Crown grants made 
in 1856 to J. W. Bligh, J. M. Illidge and J. H. Palmer.

Agitation for a bowling green in Northbridge began in 1924 but the 
proposal was not enthusiastically supported, residents o f the relatively 
new suburb being o f the opinion that roads and footpaths should have 
prior claim on Council’s budget. The main thrust came in March 1937 
when residents o f Middle Harbour Ward forwarded to Council a request 
for a bowling green in Northbridge Park. It was said that plans and 
specifications had been prepared and some one hundred people were 
waiting to participate. Council’s engineers inspected the site but 
considered" that no suitable area could be allocated. The matter again



rested in abeyance. World War II intervened?it was not until 1949 that 
attention was directed to Warner Park as a possible site for bowling 
greens if substantial improvements were made and the Park area 
enlarged.

A men’s club was officially formed on 11 May 1949; members used 
the now extinct King George V greens in the city until local greens 
were available. The foundation President was Jack C. Rathbome, the 
Bowls Secretary John C. Pope; Norman Landers and S. Greenwood 
were Vice-presidents and N. B. (‘Bert’) Bland and Trevor H. Henry 
were Honorary Secretary and Treasurer respectively. At the first 
meeting o f directors on 19 May 1949, the Certificate o f Incorporation 
was presented to the President by Honorary Solicitor Norman L. 
Landers whose business office in the city became the temporary 
registered office o f  Northbridge Bowling Club Limited. General and 
Annual Meetings were held in the Northbridge Golf Club and directors’ 
meetings in private homes. By February 1950, membership applications 
exceeded the predetermined maximum (200) and a waiting list was 
opened. In the same month, Edward (later Sir Edward) Hallstrom 
was elected Patron o f the Club.

The Warner Park site was surveyed on 11 May 1950 and, as it was no 
longer Crown land, approval and conditions to use were the concern 
o f Willoughby Council, not the Minister for Lands. In December 1951 
Council and Northbridge Bowling Club Limited entered into an 
Indenture whereby Council licensed and authorised the Club to enter 
upon all the land specified in the Indenture, to lay out and maintain 
two or more greens and to construct a greenkeeper’s residence and a 
clubhouse. Council obtained the Governor’s approval for the raising o f 
a loan which the Club had agreed to repay. The first greenkeeper was 
appointed in January 1953 on a part-time basis until the residence 
was completed; in that year a policy o f ground development and 
beautification o f the whole area was carried out with some partici
pation from Council, who assumed responsibility for improving the 
surface o f the parking area and for providing and maintaining an 
all-weather roadway. Gardens and lawns were made. Much work had to 
be done on drainage to overcome the problems o f a running creek and 
surface water.

By March 1953 construction had advanced to the stage at which 
members and Council could be invited to inspect the Clubhouse and 
engage in a limited amount o f bowling on such portions o f the greens as 
were available. From 4 April 1953 members were able to play on their 
own greens and enjoy the amenities o f their own Clubhouse. This was 
a great achievement. Many members had worked enthusiastically and 
strenuously in gangs each weekend to shift soil, cut stone, build walls, 
greens and a clubhouse. Through such dedicated endeavours over a 
lengthy period, comradeship and club prestige were fostered and



strengthened. The Clubhouse was officially opened on 24 April 1954 
by a representative o f the Royal N.S.W. Bowling Association. In 
January 1954, Club Pennant competitions began. 1955 was a year o f 
further advance. Plans were drawn for an extension to the Clubhouse, 
an application was lodged for a liquor licence and preparations were 
made for the construction o f a third green. The tender for the 
extension was let to H. M. McSpidden & Sons Pty Ltd and for the green 
to Mr Humphreys. The Clubhouse extension was completed early in 
1957 and officially opened by President H. Richardson o f the Royal 
N.S.W. Bowling Association; the third green was also completed the 
same year. Since then, further improvements have been made to the 
Clubhouse and its facilities. A ground floor bar, cool room and 
refrigeration plant room have been added and the kitchen enlarged to 
cater for patronage on Pennant and social days.

In 1985 the Club decided to become a mixed club, with a member
ship o f some 300, including social members. The women’s section is 
now known as the Northbridge Valley Women’s Bowling Club and 
some major alterations in Clubhouse facilities have been made to 
accommodate them.

The Northbridge Bowling Club has memorial gardens to the late 
Norman L. Landers (q.v.), solicitor, active member and an outstanding 
local resident; to the late Jack Lamb, alderman and member; to Joe 
Arnot, one o f the oldest foundation members and an expert stone
mason who built the stone wall between top and bottom greens, cutting 
and fitting the stone with precision. A brass tablet bears the inscription, 
‘The Joe Arnot Wall’. In the grounds, also, are Jack McLure Place and 
the Jack McLure Lamp, both memorials to a former President (q.v.).

NORTHBRIDGE WOMEN’S BOWLING CLUB,
Warner Park, The Outpost

Because the policy o f the Northbridge Bowling Club in 1955/56 
precluded women from use o f its greens, some women decided to form 
a Northbridge Women’s Bowling Club in the south-west o f Warner Park. 
The women laid the foundations for the clubhouse, a surveyor planned 
the green and club members planted seeds and grass runners to get the 
green established. Play commenced in May 1957.

On 26 May 1987, the Club celebrated its 30th Birthday with just 
pride as it now has about 90 members, an attractive clubhouse and 
negotiates independently with Council for its own lease. Moreover, its 
social and educational programme is firmly established and much 
appreciated, with a selection o f art days, yoga classes, solo and bridge 
lessons, card days, play readings and dinners, etc. Since 1983 the Club 
has invited students o f Willoughby Girls’ High School to play bowls 
during the winter term, lawn bowls now being a grade sport in schools.



ACTIVITIES AND ORGANISATIONS 
FOR YOUTH

an appeal to young historians

Young people in Northbridge are very fortunate in having an unusually 
wide and diverse range o f opportunities for outside activity, particularly 
within the confines o f a peninsula suburb. Neither time nor space 
permits an outline o f the history o f each organisation. It is hoped that 
enthusiastic members will give some thought to posterity and the needs 
o f  future historians, town planners, etc. and search their organisation’s 
archives for the facts that will enable them to weave together the 
history o f its development from concept and formation date to the 
present time. A copy o f the manuscript or brochure should then be 
deposited in the Local History section o f Willoughby Municipal 
Library.

Some associations have been functioning for many years. The longer 
the delay in documenting their histories, the harder it will be to weave 
the facts into a coherent whole, especially as some early associates are 
now dead or living far afield. Each association could organise its own 
research project, involving a small group o f interested seniors and 
juniors so that the results o f their research are on file for other people 
to read or use.

Opportunities exist for cricket, football, golf, netball, sailing, soccer, 
swimming, tennis and water polo. Water sports are catered for by 
Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club and the Northbridge Sailing Club 
(qq.v.). Golf is the concern o f Northbridge Golf Club (q.v.). There are 
tennis courts to the east o f the Northbridge Golf Club behind the 
Memorial Garden, and others in the grounds o f the Northbridge Public 
School. Girls who wish to belong to Brownies (7-11 years). Guides 
(10-15 years) or Ranger Guides (14-18 years) may join one o f 
the following Associations: Northbridge-Castlecrag Girl Guides 
Association; 1st Northbridge Guides, which celebrated its 60th 
Anniversary in 1987; 1st Northbridge Brownie Pack or 3rd Northbridge 
Brownie Pack. Boys desirous o f joining the Cubs, Scouts, Rovers or Sea 
Scouts may belong to 1st Northbridge Scout Group, operational in or 
before 1926; 1st Sailors Bay Scout Group; 1st Northbridge Sea Scouts.



THE NORTHBRIDGE THEATRE 
(1928-1955)

Not unlike most suburbs today, Northbridge does not have a cinema; 
in fact, it has been without one for over thirty years. The one cinema 
that Northbridge did have was called the Northbridge Theatre and 
stood on the north-west comer o f Eastern Valley Way and Sailors Bay 
Road. The Northbridge Theatre was a substantial brick building, with 
entrance on the corner and its eastern side extending north along 
Eastern Valley Way (or Eric Street as that section o f the Way was then 
called). The Esso Diesel Self-Service Station now occupies the site.

The land was originally part o f a Crown grant which Manuel Francis 
Josephson purchased at a Crown public auction sale in 1856. It later 
became part o f the Eric Estate. The comer block had been sold to a 
postmaster in Port Macquarie but he did not develop it in any way. 
Mrs Stella May Blakeney from Drummoyne bought the vacant block in 
1926 and had the cinema built in 1927-28.

Mr E. L. Sanders, M.L.A., officially opened the Theatre at a special 
evening programme on Wednesday 13 June 1928. He praised the 
proprietress Mrs Blakeney and her manager-son, Keith Blakeney, for 
their enterprise and vision in giving the up-and-coming suburb o f 
Northbridge a very comfortable, well-equipped picture theatre with the 
same kind o f machinery as the Regent Theatre, George Street, Sydney. 
He said that both mother and son had been in the picture business 
for many years. Early advertisements published in the Suburban Herald 
proclaimed the Northbridge Theatre to be “ the most palatial and 
beautiful theatre in the metropolitan area” .

Despite the very encouraging kick-off given to the enterprise by 
Mr Sanders and its favourable position (Chatswood and Milsons Point 
buses passed the entrance and Northbridge trams stopped close-by), the 
Theatre experienced a very unstable existence for the first eight years 
and from the start there was a mortgagee in possession. This instability 
continued until the late Oscar Theodor Shaft became its lessee in 1935 
and its owner/manager in 1936. Under his management, helped greatly 
by his wife, the Theatre enjoyed stability and prosperity for about 
nineteen years. Mr Shaft also bought the adjoining shop and residence 
and a lock-up shop. He and his wife lived in the residence for many 
years.

Oscar Shaft was an ex-country schoolmaster, with ability to manage



The Northbridge Theatre, built c .1927.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Willoughby Municipal Library)

a cinema, to create a family atmosphere in entertainment and to select 
good films. Generally, two late-release films were shown at each session. 
Young people who had had a birthday during the week preceding the 
Saturday matinee were encouraged to come on stage to enjoy a free 
piece o f ‘Uncle Tom ’s’ birthday cake and some sweets, after placing 
their hand over their heart and pledging to obey and respect their 
father and mother. Some youngsters found ways and means to sample 
‘Uncle Tom ’s’ cake more frequently than once a year! At Easter, all 
children at the Saturday matinee received a free Easter egg.

The Theatre flourished as a happy, family cinema. Its pleasant 
atmosphere was real compensation for the late-release basis of 
operation and many clients made permanent bookings, especially for 
Saturday nights. The Northbridge Theatre was the most successful 
theatre venture o f Oscar Shaft; he also managed the Gordon Kings, 
The Tatler (city), the Balgowlah and Bronte Theatres and also 
established Shafts Theatres (Bronte) Pty Ltd.

In 1955 the site was sold to an Oil Company and the Theatre and 
shops were later demolished to make way for the establishment o f a 
service station.



NORTHBRIDGE HOTEL
(now Floyd’s Bar and Brasserie)

Northbridge has had only one hotel in its history, the Northbridge 
Hotel, which was established in 1931 by Tooth & Co. Ltd on land 
bought by the Company in 1928 on the comer o f Strathallen Avenue 
and Baringa Road, the present site o f Floyd’s. An unsuccessful attempt 
was made late in 1929 to establish a hotel on Sailors Bay Road. The 
Suburban Herald, 21 November 1929, reported:

The Metropolitan Licensing Bench, after sitting for  several days hearing an 
application by petition o f  Edgar Charles Thompson for a license [sic] for a 
hotel, proposed to be erected on premises situated in Sailors Bay Road, 
Northbridge, decided by majority not to recommend the granting o f  the 
petition.

The request was later renewed by the same applicant but in 
reference to the site mentioned in Strathallen Avenue. The 
Suburban Herald, 10 July 1930, reported:

Mr. E. C. Thompson, o f  Belmore, has applied for a license [sic] to conduct 
a hotel business at Strathallen Avenue Northbridge . . . application . . . will 
be considered at the next quarterly meeting o f  the Licensing Bench.

Tooth & Co. Ltd owned the hotel until the present owners, Mr & 
Mrs Michael Parras purchased the property in March 1982. It stands 
on land originally granted to Edward Cohen at public auction in 1856 
(Portion 517), extending from Sailors Bay Road to Flat Rock Creek. 
In 1910, the new North Sydney Investment and Tramway Company 
Limited bought the land and offered it for sale as part o f one or more 
o f its Northbridge Subdivisions.

Mr & Mrs Parras were given approval by the Land and Environment 
Court in 1984 to refurbish the old hotel. They did so according to 
progressive ideas on the direction suburban hotels should take to 
remain viable in the future. Michael designed Floyd’s and chose the 
name; he says it means ‘grey’ — the derivation needs his own explan
ation! Floyd’s opened in late 1985. The neat sign on the wall near the 
Strathallen Avenue entrance reads:



Floyd’s
o f Northbridge 

“ The hotel with a difference”
BAR

with access t o ............
Bottle Shop and Brasserie

on ta p ............
cold beers, wines, spirits 
Entertainment nightly 

Open 7 days

It certainly is a hotel with a difference — in fact, there are no 
reminders left o f the traditional, sloppy and rowdy suburban pub. The 
Bar is neat and attractive, with highly upgraded seating, small tables and 
floor carpet, all o f which blend harmoniously with the total interior 
colour scheme which, in the main, is soft pinks and grey. A piano is in 
the entertainment section o f the Bar. Beyond the Bar is a very 
attractively furnished Brasserie, with views on to a landscaped side 
garden and a paved circular terrace surrounded with appropriate 
plantings. The combination is attractive and relaxing. If all this is 
matched with high-class food, then Floyd’s is undoubtedly an 
acquisition to Northbridge. Upstairs are seven self-contained suites and 
the manager’s residence.



REMEMBRANCES 
OF WORLD WAR II

NORTHBRIDGE V.D.C. ASSOCIATION (1945-1955)

When World War II broke out in 1939, many men offered their 
services to the country but some were rejected for active service on 
medical grounds. In 1940 the Volunteer Defence Corps was formed and 
these men had the opportunity to join. ‘C’ Company, 7th Battalion was 
raised in Northbridge. When the V.D.C. disbanded in November 1945 
a number o f former members elected to form an organisation called 
the ‘Northbridge V.D.C. Association’ with the object o f improving 
facilities and amenities for residents o f Northbridge, particularly 
children. Much good work was done to improve the quality o f  life in 
Northbridge, the benefits from which continue to flow into present- 
day life. Perhaps the three most important achievements in the life o f 
the Association (1945-55) were:

• Construction o f a tidal wading pool at Clive Park for the benefit o f 
children.

• Establishment o f  a community children’s library under the leadership 
o f Mrs Fred McCarthy and a willing band o f assistants. The aim was to 
provide for both young children and teenage groups and to build up a 
reference section for the benefit and assistance o f the High School 
students. Books were donated by local residents. The Library opened 
in 1947 in the Sports Pavilion at Northbridge Park Oval. (For later 
developments see ‘Library Services’ .)

• Establishment o f a Scholarship for post-intermediate Certificate study 
at High School, open to all children living in Northbridge. The scholar
ship was awarded for all round ability and was named the ‘Terry Hayes 
Memorial Scholarship’ in memory o f Terry Hayes, the first boy from 
Northbridge to be killed in World War II.

WAR MEMORIALS

Northbridge does not have any War Memorials to those who served 
in World War I (1914-18), there being very few residents in Northbridge 
before and during that War. It does have a Sub-branch o f the Returned 
Services League o f Australia (N.S.W. Branch).



Local V.D.C. Association constructing tidal wading pool, Clive Park.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Miss M. Brown)

There are two public memorials to those who served in World War II 
(1939-45), one in the form o f a memorial clock on the comer o f Cliff 
and Strathallen Avenues near Cammeray Bridge and the other a 
memorial garden in Sailors Bay Road near Bond’s Comer, to the east 
o f the Northbridge Golf Club. Other World War II memorials exist in 
the form of church halls and a Guide Hall.

Memorial Clock: This memorial was erected by the Northbridge 
Comforts Fund in 1948. It stands in a picturesque position and blends 
in well with its surroundings. However, traffic hazards make its location 
unsafe for memorial gatherings. The clock is floodlit from a nearby 
telegraph pole. The base is o f coarse yellow block sandstone in step 
formation, 12 feet square, from which rises a square obelisk in the 
same stone, with slight vertical decoration, surmounted by a four-face 
clock with simple chaplets. The engraved wording reads: “ In memory 
o f those who paid the supreme sacrifice. World War 1939-1945. Erected 
by the Northbridge Comforts Fund. Unveiled by His Excellency The 
Governor o f N.S.W. Leiut-General J. Northcott, C.B. M.V.O. on 8th 
May 1948” .

A native garden, maintained by Council, is some metres to the south 
and the original decorative, castellated sandstone pylons o f the old 
Suspension Bridge rise above the obelisk to give a photographic 
backdrop.

Northbridge Memorial Gardens: This modest memorial garden 
surrounds, it is thought, a Somersby (Gosford) rhythmically banded 
sandstone block, on which is mounted a metal memorial plaque which 
reads: “ These memorial gardens are dedicated to the memory o f the 
fallen. The gardens were constructed by the Northbridge Sub-Branch 
R.S.L. and dedicated by the Clergy in 1956” . The garden is enclosed 
by a low sandstone block wall.

Together with a low flagpole, two all-weather courts and the hidden 
and unpretentious Northbridge R.S.L. Memorial Hall, the Memorial 
Garden is sited on a piece o f land, 1 ac 3 r 5 p (Portion 874), dedicated 
for a War Memorial site on 20 October 1950. Seven trustees o f the site 
were named.



NORTHBRIDGE 
BABY HEALTH CENTRE

Northbridge Plaza Car Park

The first Baby Health Centre in Northbridge was established by the 
Australian Mothercraft (Truby King) Society in the Northbridge 
Sports Pavilion some time prior to 1943. This service was closed on 
27 September 1951 by resolution o f the Council o f the Society, due to 
financial circumstances and unsatisfactoriness o f the accommodation.

Also, before 1943 the Department o f Public Health (now the Health 
Department o f N.S.W.) had established a Baby Health Clinic, without 
reference to Willoughby Council, in a 10 feet by 10 feet room 
(normally a cloakroom) in the Northbridge Masonic Hall, Sailors Bay 
Road, it being the policy then o f the Department o f Public Health to 
provide a clinic in each local government area. However, from 1944 it 
became the responsibility o f local Councils to establish such clinics. 
Dr Grace Cuthbert, Director o f Maternal and Baby Welfare, Depart
ment o f Public Health, condemned the accommodation as totally 
unsuitable, in fact, one o f the worst clinics in the metropolitan area, 
Emd, together with the Secretary o f the Clinic, urged Willoughby 
Council to erect a new building specially designed for the purpose.

Willoughby Council decided to resume a house called ‘Tava’ at 
83 Sailors Bay Road (comer o f Eastern Valley Way) and to arrange for 
its conversion to a maternity and infant welfare centre by Eric M. 
Nicholls, architect, in accordance with requirements o f the Department 
o f Public Health.

Council acquired the property on 3 February 1947. Delay ensued 
due to the difficulty o f getting vacant possession and permission from 
the Deputy Director, Department o f Building Materials, to commence 
building operations.

Tenders for alterations and additions were called at times from 1952 
but work could not proceed. Unknown to Council at the time o f sale, 
the tenant was an ex-serviceman and protected under the Landlord 
and Tenant (Amendment) Act. Council could not get vacant possession. 
It would have had to build a self-contained flat in the rear grounds 
before the tenant, who had failed to get suitable alternative 
accommodation, would vacate the house even for preliminary planning 
work.

As this proposition seemed an unnecessary expense to ratepayers and 
fraught with possible future difficulties. Council decided to look for
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other options. An opportunity came to purchase a house at 107 Sailors 
Bay Road, with vacant possession. Council decided to buy this property 
and to sell the other house ‘Tava’. Both sale transactions were 
completed in 1955, with the transfer o f ‘Tava’ to Caltex Oil (Aust.) 
Pty Ltd.

Eric Nicholls was again commissioned to do the conversion work and 
in 1957 the Town Clerk announced that the Centre would open on 
Thursdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., as from 1 July 1957.

And so a traumatic drama which had begun over 10 years earlier 
came to an end and the Baby Health Clinic was able to vacate the 
condemned accommodation in the Northbridge MEisonic Hall.

In mid-1961 Northbridge Baby Health Centre moved to its present 
home which adjoins the Plaza Shopping Centre car park, on the left 
hand side o f the entrance o ff Eastern Valley Way. It is o f simple design, 
airy and spacious, with appropriate special purpose rooms.



FACILITIES
FOR THE OVER-FIFTIES

NORTHBRIDGE FIFTY-PLUS CLUB,
St Mark’s Church o f England War Memorial Parish Hall

Residents over fifty years o f age must feel fortunate and proud to 
have on their headland such an efficiently and democratically organised 
Club as the Northbridge Fifty-Plus Club, which aims to cater for the 
spiritual, social, intellectual and creative needs o f community members 
in this age group. The Club is affiliated with the Senior Citizens’ 
Welfare Committee o f the Municipality o f Willoughby and the Council 
for the Ageing.

The inaugural meeting o f representatives from groups interested in 
the formation o f a club for senior citizens in the local community was 
held on 29 August 1970. Subsequent preliminary and exploratory 
meetings o f delegates from each Northbridge church, Willoughby 
Municipal Council and Northbridge Progress Association were held later 
in 1970.

The Club was officially founded on 13 January 1971. Attendance at 
the first meeting was forty-seven. Today, it has been found necessary 
to limit total membership to 150 and to give preference to Northbridge 
residents. Special cases recommended by hospitals, local doctors and 
clergy are given consideration. By courtesy o f Willoughby Council, a 
mini-bus operates for members in need o f door-to-door transport to and 
from the Club, which meets each Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Club is run by an Organising Committee elected annually by 
members. The membership fee is only $1.00 p.a. but funds are 
augmented by donations and sale o f donated goods. No raffles or 
poker machines are permitted. Each year the Club selects, by majority 
vote, a charity or special Project which it will support financially. Since 
its commencement the Club has disbursed some $32,000 to various 
charities.

The Organising Committee arranges each year a wide range o f 
opportunities for local men and women o f 50 years or over to meet in 
an environment o f friendliness and creative activity. A member may 
choose to do craft work, painting, Hobby-Tex, plastic art work, copper 
work, leather work, rug-making, ceramics, etc. Equipment is available 
for such recreational activities as indoor bowls, card playing and table



games. The Club also has a library and from time to time organises day 
tours and extended holiday tours as well as lectures, demonstrations 
and films.

The Organising Committee is responsible to the Administrative 
Council which consists o f one representative from each o f the following 
institutions: Churches in Northbridge, local Masonic Lodges, the 
Northbridge Progress Association and Willoughby Municipal Council. 
The President o f the Organising Committee is an ex-officio member and 
the Rector of St Mark’s is Chairman for as long as the Club meets on 
the premises o f St Mark’s Church.

Mr Henry ( ‘Harry’) E. A. Vaughan is the current President o f the 
Organising Committee and has held that position for the last seventeen 
years, an indication o f his popularity and able leadership.

CLAN (CENTRE FOR LEISURE ACTIVITIES, NORTHBRIDGE),
St Mark’s Church o f England Memorial Parish Hall

Clan also caters for the over-fifties but does not restrict its activities 
to this age group or to residents who live in Northbridge. It was 
established in October 1982 and aims to promote friendly and interest
ing contacts between residents o f the Municipality and to offer 
opportunities for leisure activities, irrespective o f age and locality. It 
meets each Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is as yet a much smaller 
group than that o f the Fifty-Plus Club. It does not engage in fund
raising projects although at times it financially assists locally-based 
activities from any surplus money remaining after rental and running 
expenses have been met.

Members may pursue creative or recreational activities e.g. hand
work, music, carpet bowls, cards, mahjong, chess, etc. or just sit and 
talk. Mothers with children are welcome. A light luncheon is offered for 
$1.00 and all members eat at one long family table. Facilities exist to 
learn English or Italian as a second language. Small musical groups 
entertain during luncheon.

The Centre for Leisure Activities, Northbridge (CLAN) is conducted 
under the auspices o f the Northbridge Progress Association and the 
dedicated leadership o f Elsie Kaye.

PAULIAN VILLA RETIREMENT COMMUNITY,
27 Eastern Valley Way

It is now fifteen years since Paulian Villa opened in Northbridge as 
the first hostel-type retirement home in the district. It was designed 
and built by Geoffrey TwibUl & Associates for St Vincent de Paul 
Society; building costs, excluding furnishings, fittings and furniture, 
were liberally subsidised by the Government. Building commenced in
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May 1972 and the completed Villa was officially opened on 20 May 
1973 by Archbishop Cardinal Freeman. Some 500 people were 
present on the occasion including Federal and State parliamentarians, 
local aldermen and prominent Northbridge citizens.

The buildings are o f light brick and sympathetically designed to fit 
comfortably and unpretentiously into the Northbridge landscape. The 
grounds were landscaped initially and are maintained partly by 
voluntary labour.

Paulian Villa, like most retirement homes, is not specially orientated 
to favour local residents. It is intended for male and female pensioners 
(aged or other) who have assets below the level predetermined by the 
Committee o f Management. No ‘buy-in’ amount is required; the 
resident pays each fortnight a predetermined percentage o f his/her 
pension towards accommodation, meals, general service, etc. The Villa’s 
capacity is seventy-two residents in hostel accommodation and six in 
self-care units. There is a long waiting list.

The Villa has no hospital facilities but short-term illnesses are catered 
for satisfactorily by the Matron and two Assistant Matrons, an on-call 
service day and evening, bedroom meals and regular visits by a local 
medico. In the event o f long-term, incapacitating illness, the resident 
is transferred to a hospital or nursing home.

The Villa is managed efficiently on a low cost basis due to the 
voluntary services o f all members o f the Committee o f Management 
with, understandably, the exception o f the Matron and the Assistant 
Matrons. Two full-time chefs and four full-time domestic staff are 
employed and several casual staff do evening and weekend meals. 
Residents’ ages range at present from 57 to 102 years. A few senior 
boys from Marist Brothers College, North Sydney and Riverview 
College visit the residents on certain afternoons to converse with them 
and to attend to any shopping needs.

An inspection visit was very informative and rewarding. Residents 
elect their own House Committee which makes recommendations to 
the Committee o f Management. An annual fete is held o f work done by 
residents and their families and friends, proceeds from which go to the 
House Committee to be disbursed in whatever way the residents elect. 
To date, it has been the practice to give a substantial portion to a 
nominated charity.

The bed-sitting rooms with share toilet/shower recess are modest in 
size but residents have the advantage o f general tea-making rooms, 
recreation rooms, covered walks, a roof garden and ground gardens. 
A much appreciated facility is the subsidised hairdressing salon.

It was evident throughout the visit that the caring services o f the 
Matron and her staff, supported by the selfless policies o f the 
Committee o f Management generated a strong feeling o f homeliness and 
security among residents of Paulian Villa Retirement Community.



=^>

NORTHBRIDGE GARDENS,
21 Eastern Valley Way

Northbridge Gardens is the first home unit-style o f  retirement village 
to be established in Northbridge, and is not specially orientated to 
favour local residents.

It is a recent acquisition to the district, officially opened by Nick 
Greiner, then Leader o f the Opposition, on 16 March 1987, in the 
presence o f the Mayor o f Willoughby, local aldermen, members o f 
Parliament and invited guests. The complex comprises 30 self-contained 
self-care units o f different sizes and 17 lock-up garages. It was designed 
by the award-winning firm of Geoffrey Twibill & Associates, Architects 
& Planners, North Sydney for the owners, Milstem Health Care 
Limited. Units are available on a strata title basis and, as is customary 
in home unit accommodation, residents pay a maintenance levy.

The attractively marbled light brickwork is further enhanced by 
dark brown timber features such as balcony railings, outside staircases, 
cedar doors and windows, etc. All units have been well positioned and 
the hexagonal Community Lodge is between the two clusters o f units. 
Units have a security intercom system. In addition, there are two 
‘vital call’ bells in each — one in a bedroom and one in the bathroom. 
Daytime calls are received in the office o f the manager-nursing sister 
and in the evenings by the Macquarie Nursing Service via its head
quarters at Artarmon. Temporary support services can be arranged 
when necessary.

The site adjoins the Northbridge Plaza and there is easy access to the 
shopping area. The Plaza’s car park is obscured by a high fence and 
some trees, including a Moreton Bay Fig. J

WILLOUGHBY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL’S 
COMMUNITY-AGED SERVICES

There is no hospital, convalescent home or rest home in Northbridge. 
Council does offer a range o f care services to senior members o f the 
community e.g. Meals-on-Wheels, home care service, linen service, home 
nursing assistance, home library service, etc. Those who qualify are 
fully entitled to receive these services. Full information on these 
services and retirement accommodation may be obtained from the 
Council at 411 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, 2067 or by telephoning 
412-3333 ext. 107.



Some Northbridge Identities
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OLIVER CLAFTON (1887-1967)

Clafton Avenue (1926-28) commemorates Oliver Clafton’s services 
to, and long-time association with Northbridge and other Middle 
Harbour districts. Bom 1887 in the cottage later named ‘Ossett’, on the 
western comer o f present Flat Rock Drive and Sailors Bay Road, 
bought by his father c.1887, Oliver spent his lifetime (80 years) in the 
district, moving later to Baringa Road and finally to 34 Narooma Road. 
Before his death in 1967 he was the longest-residing resident in 
Northbridge.

Oliver became a master builder and was partner in the firm of 
Clafton and Hughes which built some homes in Northbridge and other 
suburbs in Willoughby Municipality, as well as in Mosman and 
Wollstonecraft. Some building was also done for the University of 
Sydney at its McGarvie Smith Farm, Badgerys Creek. The firm 
employed some local labour.

Oliver Clafton took a keen interest in municipal and local matters 
and was elected one o f three aldermen to represent Middle Harbour 
Ward, which then included Northbridge, on Willoughby Council in 
1926. He proved an able and conscientious alderman throughout his 
three terms, 1926-34, and was influential in getting the Burley Griffin 
Incinerator established; his name appears on a plaque at the western 
end o f the building. He was also largely responsible for getting many 
roads in Northbridge properly formed. From 1932 he was a Justice o f 
the Peace and, after many representations to appropriate authorities, 
succeeded in having Certificates o f Appointment issued to J.P.s. His 
two children went to Northbridge Public School.

Oliver Clafton was an active member o f Byora Lodge, a temperance 
lodge which later became the Thomas L. Warren (q.v.) Lodge of which 
Oliver became Worshipful Master 1959-60. He and Mrs Clafton were 
active supporters o f St Mark’s Church o f England, Northbridge where 
Oliver carried out, voluntarily, any necessary maintenance and repair 
jobs. Mrs Clafton was an active member o f Northbridge Comforts Fund 
which financed the erection o f the Memorial Clock (q.v.) at the 
northern approach to Cammeray Bridge in 1948. Mrs Clafton died 
in 1964 and her services are commemorated by a memorial within 
St Mark’s Church.

HOCKEY BENNELL

The world knew him as Hockey but he was registered at birth as 
Horace Andrew Bennell. He was born on 2 January 1916 in Eric Street 
(now Eastern Valley Way) and went to Northbridge Public School until 
he was twelve, except for a brief period at Willoughby Public School. 
He then attended Narembum Technical School. He began training for



H ockey Bennett 
(Photo, courtesy Mrs Watson)

boxing at thirteen years o f age and had his first fight at fourteen when 
he fought Jack Moore in the old Chatswood Town Hall. This shy, 
immature young man, unused to the public’s critical eye, fought under 
the name o f W. (Billy) Grant because he did not want all and sundry to 
know if he lost a fight. By the time he could leave school, the effects 
o f the Depression years were widely felt. Hockey took various jobs, 
even pasting picture theatre advertisements on billboards for the 
proprietors o f Northbridge and Willoughby Theatres; he used a little 
cart, pulled by a goat which he had caught in the bush near Innisfallen 
(Willis) Castle. Obviously traffic was no problem in those days! Later he 
was able to open a produce store on the comer o f Sailors Bay Road and 
Bellambi Street. Hockey continued his training as a boxer and fought 
many fights, winning some, losing others. He became the amateur light
weight boxing champion o f Australia in 1934 before going on to 
capture the National Games welterweight title (N.S.W.) in 1935. 
Unfortunately he was beaten by Queensland champion L. (Rusty) 
Cook in an eliminating contest in Brisbane and subsequently missed 
selection for the Australian Olympic Team to Berlin in 1936. In that 
year he turned professional. Another highlight o f his career was winning 
the Australian Welterweight Championship round against Jack 
McNamee o f Victoria in 1938.

On 18 October 1941 Hockey married Joan Ellis o f Rutland Avenue, 
Castlecrag and moved from Northbridge. He did not sever his 
connections with the district and often revisited his parents who



<^=

continued to be residents for some years. In 1943 he lost the Australian 
Welterweight Championship on knockout to Vic Patrick but won the 
Middleweight Championship from Tommy Colteaux.

The Encyclopaedia o f  Australian Sport, 1980, has this to say o f him:
A former welterweight champion o f  Australia, Northbridge (N.S.W) . . . was 
a ring stylist who fought — and generally defeated — some o f  the greatest 
prizefighters in the 1936-47 period . . . Among the many men he faced in his 
career were:- Vic Patrick, Ron McLaughlin, Tommy Burns, AlfBlatch, Jimmy 
Dundee, Tommy Colteaux, Terry Reilly, Young Guildo, Alan Westbury and 
AI Walker.
Some o f the stadiums at which he fought were Sydney, Leichhardt, 

North Sydney and Rushcutters Bay. Hockey was not a regular hard- 
hitter. He preferred to use brain over brawn and was fondly titled by 
some fans ‘the gentleman boxer’ . Nevertheless, he was reputed to have 
had a strong straight left and to have used superior tactics to his 
contemporaries. He took up tap dancing early in his boxing career to 
facilitate his defence tactics o f pirouetting and gyrating, a skill that was 
characteristic o f his style o f boxing.

He retired from boxing in 1947 and became a city taxi proprietor 
and later the licensee o f a hotel in Kiama. Profit from the sale of his 
produce store in Northbridge helped toward the purchase o f his first 
hotel licence. Later he managed hotels in Maitland emd Elizabeth Bay.

While in Northbridge, Hockey and his parents sent their roots deep 
down in the community. Hockey’s father, Sydney Albert Bennell, was 
Australian bom and a builder by trade. He built many homes in 
Willoughby and Lane Cove and numerous flats in Kirribilli as owner- 
builder; his other sons became builders in their own right. Sydney 
Bennell was a foundation member o f the local Masonic Lodge.

Hockey remembers being taken by his parents to various 
performances at ‘The Garrick’ and later came to know the Timms 
fsunily (q.v.) well.

As a produce merchant and a locally-bom boxer o f renown, he was 
well-known and his name is still on the lips o f many long-time fans 
despite the remoteness which distance and retirement have brought. 
Hockey is very much a home man these days, enjoying home comforts 
and the company o f family and grandchildren.

THOMAS LESLIE WARREN (1893-1961)

Thomas Leslie Warren was born in New South Wales on 23 Sep
tember 1893 and educated at Enmore Superior Public School and 
Newcastle Boys’ High School. He chose a legal career and became a 
solicitor in the Sydney firm of Smithers, Warren & Lyons.

While still a young man he was appointed Rector’s Warden at 
Darlington until enlisting for World War I. He and Mrs Warren, the
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Thomas Leslie Warren 
(Photo by courtesy o f  Noel W. Warren)

daughter o f a clergyman, moved to Northbridge in 1919 and soon 
becEime strong supportive members o f St Mark’s Church o f England, 
Northbridge and o f several community organisations. Within St Mark’s, 
he was the first ‘Minister’s Warden’ and then Rector’s Warden when the 
church attained the status o f a parish, a position he held for forty 
successive years. He was the honorary legal adviser to the church and 
one o f the first two synod representatives from Northbridge parish, a 
position he held until 1957. As churchwarden, his name appears on the 
foundation stones o f the Rectory and the Parish Hall and there is a 
chair on the dais which commemorates both his and his wife’s devoted 
services to the church.

At the opening o f Northbridge Baths in 1924, Thomas Warren 
represented Northbridge Chamber o f Commerce, o f which he was 
President. He was at some time President o f Northbridge Parents & 
Citizen’s Association and the first President o f Northbridge Golf Club, 
to which position he was re-elected eight times (1935-43). At some 
stage he was also President o f the Suburban Districts Golf Association 
which later amalgamated with the Country Districts Golf Association 
to form the N.S.W. Golf Association. He donated the T. L. Warren 
Trophy which Group 3 clubs still compete for today. He was also a 
senior Rover Leader.

Thomas Leslie Warren made a great contribution to Freemasonry 
in New South Wales. He was Worshipful Master o f Lodge Northbridge 
No. 481 in 1930, became Foundation Master o f Lodge Castlecrag 
No. 734 in 1948 and Most Worshipful Master o f the United Grand 
Lodge o f New South Wales o f  Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons from 
1955-59.

He died on 12 June 1961. His son, Noel W. Warren, solicitor, lives in



Northbridge and like his father has made a significant contribution to 
St Mark’s Church o f  England, to various loced community groups and to 
Freemasonry. Noel Warren was educated at Brocksley College, 
Northbridge, Northbridge Public School and Sydney Church o f England 
Grammar School, North Sydney.

RUTH BUCKNALL (1891-1976)

Some long-time residents remember the popular and internationally 
renowned singer, Ruth Bucknall, who lived, after marriage, in Cliff 
Avenue, Northbridge from 1921 to 1945 and gave some recitals at 
‘The Garrick’ (q.v.) in Harden Avenue.

Daughter o f English migrants, James and Hannah Bucknall, Ruth was 
bom  and reared in a stone cottage in Grafton Avenue, Narembum, built 
by her father from locally quarried stone.

Ruth had a powerful voice o f high quality which would extend over 
three octaves and allow difficult notes in the high register to be 
sustained with ease, unaccompanied. It brought her public acclaim at 
the age o f sixteen when she took a leading role in The Messiah at Sydney 
Town Hall. The then Governor o f New South Wales, Sir Harry Rawson, 
was present and was loud in his praise for the young vocalist.

In 1911 she went to London and enjoyed a stimulating and 
successful career on the concert platform, at one time appearing on the 
same programme as Peter Dawson in London’s Albert Hall. Ruth was 
billed as ‘Australia’s Prima Donna’ and her style — casual, unassuming 
and natural — was warmly applauded.

During World War I, she gave generously o f her time and voice to 
entertain Australian and British troops, to whom she became known as 
‘The Anzac Bush Girl’ because o f her nationality and habit o f wearing 
the Aussie slouch hat. The troops frequently requested that she sing 
‘Roses o f  Picardy’, which she enjoyed singing in later years as it brought 
her close to ‘her Boys’ .

After the War she returned to Australia and her services were much 
in demand. She appeared on many concert platforms in many towns. 
It is said that she once appeared on the same programme in Melbourne 
as Dame Nellie Melba.

In 1922 she accepted a contract with Ben & John Fullers’ Theatres 
and Vaudeville Circuit o f Australia, New Zealand and Elsewhere, as a 
balladist to perform anywhere nominated, for a salary o f £12 per week, 
twelve performances a week, with rehearsals.

Ruth married Englishman Robert Hargood Padley, builder, and had 
two sons and two daughters. She was a member o f St Cuthbert’s 
Church o f England, Narembum where she gave many recitals. Ruth 
Street, Narembum is named in her honour. Ruth Bucknall died in 1976 
at the age o f eighty-five.



BERTHA MARIE LOUISE LAWSON (1876-1957)

Northbridge has a link with the well-known Australian poet and 
writer, Henry Lawson, whose wife, Bertha, lived at ‘Bairnsdale’ , 
49 Baroona Road for some twenty-nine years. Born in Bairnsdale, 
Victoria, daughter o f Peter Bredt and Mathilde Berthe, nee Kalkstein, 
Bertha became a trainee nurse at the Homeopathic Hospital in South 
Melbourne. In 1895 she met Henry Lawson at the socialist bookshop 
in Castlere^h Street, Sydney, much frequented by Henry, and run by 
her stepfather, William McNamara. They were married in 1896 despite 
the advice o f those who knew o f Henry’s improvidence and heavy 
drinking urges. From 1896 until 1903 Bertha fought a losing battle 
against Henry’s weaknesses. The couple spent a period in a Government 
Camp in Perth, W.A. when Henry intended to try his luck at the 
Western goldfields; instead he wrote, did building and carpentry jobs 
and boozed with his journalist mates. After a period in Sydney, Bertha 
organised a trip to New Zealand where both could teach at a remote 
Maori School in the South Island. Henry wrote at night by the slush 
lamp in the earthen-floored kitchen o f their house and often dictated 
verses to Bertha.

Their first child, Joseph ( ‘Jim’) Henry Lawson, was bom  in New 
Zealand in 1898 and soon after the family sailed for Sydney. Alas, 
Henry returned to his drinking friends and Bohemian life. In February 
1900, Bertha, the Lawson’s second child was born. Two months later 
Earl Beauchamp, Governor o f New South Wales, a sympathetic admirer 
o f Henry’s writings, assisted the family to visit London where it was 
hoped Henry would find more scope and wider markets for his literary 
talent. The visit was a nightmare to Bertha who finally had a 
breakdown, brought on by loneliness and worry caused by Henry’s 
restlessness, fondness for alcohol and impulsive desires to burn the 
book o f cuttings he had brought from Australia to show editors in 
London. Depressed by the English weather and feeling homesick after 
visits from some Australian writers including Mary Gilmore (later 
Dame Mary), and receipt o f  home mail, they decided to sail separately 
back to Sydney. However, prior to leaving England, Henry had seen his 
work published in a range o f English and American magazines and 
newspapers.

Back in Sydney Bertha had not fully recovered from the strain o f 
their visit to England and the effects o f the homeward journey when 
Henry had to be hospitalised for his alcoholism. At the end o f her 
strength, with no prospects o f a more stable future, and disappointed 
by the loss o f her third child at birth, Bertha obtained a judicial 
separation from her husband in 1903. She worked as a book canvasser 
for a while and later was employed in Angus & Robertson’s art gallery 
annexe. She came to live in Northbridge in 1928. According to Henry



<®=

Lawson, the chai^^ter o f Mary in the Joe Wilson stories was based on 
his wife who is also the subject o f ‘To Bertha’, the dedicatory poem of 
his Children o f  the Bush (1901). The bitterness between them after the 
separation when Lawson spent time in gaol for arrears o f maintenance 
emerges in several o f his poems, e.g. The Separated Woman.

Bertha’s account o f her married years is included in Henry Lawson by 
his Mates (1 9 3 1 ) ,  part-edited by her daughter, and in her own book 
My Henry Lawson (1943), written with the assistance o f  the writer. 
Will Lawson (q.v., no relation) who lived with her from c.1942 until 
her death in 1957. Both books were written and published during 
Bertha’s period in Northbridge.

Bertha’s son ‘Jim’ and his wife lived at 49 Baroona Road after her 
death until Jim and his married sister, Bertha Jago, sold the home 
in March 1959.

NORMAN LESLIE LANDERS (1903-1957)

Norman Leslie Landers, bom  at Forest Lodge, Sydney on 16 Feb
ruary 1903 was the eldest o f  the four children o f Leslie Landers and his 
wife Alice, nee Stewart. He was a fourth generation Australian, being a 
direct descendant o f Antoine L ’Andre (also known as Antoine 
Landrien) who came to New South Wales as a free settler on the 
Royal Admiral in November 1800. L’Andre had become a prisoner-of- 
war during the Napoleonic War and was confined on board a prison 
hulk in Portsmouth. In 1799 he was offered freedom on condition that 
he migrated to New South Wales and established a vineyard to grow 
grapes suitable for winemaking. He established a vineyard at Castle Hill 
but it was not a success.

Norman Leslie Landers was educated at Forest Lodge Primary 
School and Fort Street High School. He was awarded an Exhibition in 
the Faculty o f Law at the University o f Sydney and graduated in 1927. 
He served his Articles o f Clerkship with Messrs G. A. Raves & Poole, 
Solicitors o f Pitt Street, Sydney and was admitted in the same year as a 
Solicitor o f the Supreme Court o f N.S.W. Following his marriage to 
Gwendolen Josephine Maltón on 21 December 1929, he moved to 
22 Baringa Road, Northbridge and lived there for the rest o f his life. 
He had two sons, Donald E. M. Landers (bom 1934) and Leslie Landers 
(bom  1936); Leslie died a few days after birth. In 1937 he joined 
T. G. D. Marshall to form the firm of Messrs T. G. D. Marshall, Landers 
& Co., where he remained a partner until his death.

Norman Leslie Landers was a foundation member (1935) and a 
former Secretary (1938-40) o f Northbridge Golf Club. He was actively 
involved in the Northbridge Masonic Lodge and became a Past Master 
o f that Lodge. With the outbreak o f war in 1939, he was not accepted 
for service due to medical reasons and joined the Volunteer Defence
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Corps in 1940. Initially he was a member o f ‘C’ Company, 7th 
Battalion, which was raised in Northbridge. After being commissioned 
in 1941, he served as Adjutant and Quartermaster o f the 7th Battalion 
from 1942-45, with the rank o f Captain. Following the disbanding o f 
the V.D.C. in 1945, a number o f former members, including Norman 
Landers, decided to establish an organisation called the ‘Northbridge 
V.D.C. Association’ (q.v.) with the object o f improving the facihties 
and amenities in Northbridge for local residents especially children. 
Their achievements were noteworthy and are mentioned elsewhere in 
this booklet.

Norman was an active member o f the Northbridge Progress 
Association and a keen bowls player. He was one o f two foundation 
Vice-presidents and the Honorary Solicitor o f  the Northbridge Bowling 
Club. At the first meeting o f directors on 19 May 1949 he presented 
the Certificate o f Incorporation to the President. The Club has 
memorial gardens dedicated in his honour.

He was foundation Secretary o f the Northbridge Children’s Library 
which opened in 1947 and moved to its present building in 1957. In 
recognition o f his outstanding services to the Library and to the 
community generally, the Library was renamed the Norman Landers 
Northbridge Memorial Library in 1957. It is now a branch o f the 
Willoughby Municipal Library. Norman Leslie Landers died on his 
54th birthday on 16 February 1957.

SIR EDWARD JOHN LEES 
HALLSTROM (1886-1970) AND FAMILY

Sir Edward Hallstrom, distinguished industrialist and philanthropist, 
had links with both Willoughby and Northbridge through his 
refrigerator factory in Willoughby Road and his home on Fig Tree 
Point. The Hallstrom home was a stone house which once belonged to
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William Lenty Twemlow (q.v.) who named it ‘The Hermitage’ although 
Sir Edward always referred to it as ‘Figtree House’ .

Edward Hallstrom was bom in Cooneimble, N.S.W. on 25 September 
1886. At the age o f thirteen, against his mother’s wishes, he left school 
and became apprenticed to a cabinetmaker. He was always interested in 
new discoveries. When wireless was first described in magazines, he built 
crystal sets for himself and others, including aviator George A. Taylor. 
He also built a glider and later assisted others to build still bigger gliders 
which they learned to fly from the sand dunes o f Narrabeen. The first 
recorded flight o f these gliders was made by Hallstrom and Taylor at 
Narrabeen in December 1909. In 1912 he married Margaret Elliott 
Jaffney.

In his early twenties he went into business on his own, making 
furniture. Then he saw a need for locally-made refrigerators and made 
one for himself, thus pioneering domestic refrigeration in Australia. 
In 1923 he went on to produce the kerosene-powered Silent Knight 
refrigerator which was extremely successful, especially in country 
areas where there was no electricity. At first Hallstrom made his 
refrigerators at the rear o f his house in Artarmon Road but later, about 
1932 when his business expanded, he moved into the disused White 
Transit Company bus depot on the comer o f Willoughby and Artarmon 
Roads. At its peak, his factory employed 7 50 people and was producing 
1,200 Silent Knight refrigerators per week. Later Silent Knight models 
ran on electricity or L.P. gas instead o f kerosene. During the Second 
World War Hallstrom’s factory was making refrigerators for the armed 
forces in New Guinea as well as parts for Bren guns. At this time he 
was also a director o f the Munitions Factory.

In 1946, while visiting Papua-New Guinea, Hallstrom realised the 
natives in the Central Highlands needed fibre for clothing and a heavier 
diet for greater warmth. He gave the regional officer fifty sheep as an 
experiment in acclimatisation. The results justified a bigger project so



in 1949 the Hallstrom Livestock & Fauna (Papua & New Guinea) 
Trust was handed over to the New Guinea Administrator with assets o f 
£68,000 to finance the project.

A man o f varied interests, Sir Edward Hallstrom gave generously to 
many institutes, clinics and societies. To commemorate the landing o f 
Captain Cook at Kumell, he presented the Royal Australian Historical 
Society in 1947 with a chair made o f Australian black marble. Research 
o f any kind appealed to him, so he was happy to give very large 
donations to Sydney Hospital for cancer research and to Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital for research in cardiology.

He had a special fondness for birds and animals, maintaining a small 
private zoo at his Northbridge home and breeding white kangaroos on 
another property at Mona Vale. He also enjoyed collecting butterflies 
but was happy to hand his large collection over to the C.S.I.R.O. in 
Canberra. A sanctuary which he created at Berowra for koala bears 
became known as the Sir Edward Hallstrom Fauna Reserve and is now 
directed by the Fauna Protection Panel for scientific research in that 
area. Sir Edward was also successful in discovering a way to keep the 
Glossy Black Cockatoo in captivity. With perseverance £md infinite 
patience. Sir Edward studied the bird’s habits and noted that it fed on 
oil which it crushed from seeds. In his room he fed his first Glossy 
Black Cockatoo with a mixture o f peanut oil and crushed canary seed. 
The bird gradually improved, then thrived, and so the problem of 
keeping this species alive in captivity was finally solved.

Because o f his great interest in, and his extensive knowledge of 
Australian animals he was appointed a trustee o f Taronga Zoo in 
January 1941. In 1949 he became Chairman o f the Board o f Trustees, 
a position he retained until he was 73 years o f  age. After his retirement 
in 1967 he was made Honorary Life Director. Edward Hallstrom was 
knighted in 1952. For many Sydney people the name o f Hallstrom was 
synonymous with Taronga Zoo, so close was his association with it. 
His son, John, also shared this association with the Zoo. One o f the 
many incidents concerning Sir Edward and his love o f animals had 
unfortunate consequences. In 1964 while he was presenting a giraffe to 
the Melbourne Zoo, a photographer’s flashlight frightened the animal 
which kicked out, its hoof striking Sir Edward’s right eye. This massive 
blow led to glaucoma and ultimately the loss o f sight in that eye.

A warm, humane man with a good sense o f humour. Sir Edward was 
also interested in the welfare o f his employees, many o f whom had 
worked for him for many years and had a special affection for their 
‘Chief’, as he was known. Opposite the factory in Willoughby Road he 
created a small recreation park where his staff could play football or 
cricket during their lunch break. The area surrounding this was open 
space. Gradually the park expanded until it reached Flat Rock Creek, 
retaining Sir Edward Hallstrom’s name, although it was not officially
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Left: Bas-relief o f  Sir Edward Hallstrom which stands in the square 
at Taronga Z oo and was modelled by his daughter, Jean Hill.
(Photo by courtesy o f  Taronga Zoo)
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called Hallstrom Park. Flat Rock Reserve and Hallstrom Park, owned 
by Willoughby Council, are being developed as a major 1988 
Bicentennial project at an estimated cost o f  $4.8 million. The plan 
provides for four croquet courts and clubhouse, two soccer fields, a 
cycle and footpath network and an outdoor eating area incorporated 
into the Incinerator Restaurant. There will also be netball courts, 
an amphitheatre and spectator banks, a swimming pool, children’s 
playground and picnic areas. It is expected to be one o f the biggest 
recreational projects on the North Shore.

Opposite the park, the refrigerator factory that made Sir Edward 
Hallstrom famous no longer exists. For a period after his death the 
business was manned by his son John, but Silent Knight refrigerators 
are now no longer manufactured. The site was sold in July 1974 to 
Mirvac Pty Ltd. The comer where the factory stood for so many 
years is now occupied by ‘Castle Vale’, a cluster o f home units.

Sir Edward’s home at Fig Tree Point has also vanished. After his 
death at the age o f  83 on 28 February 1970, the house was sold for 
$370,000, pulled down and the land subdivided. Several homes now 
occupy the site which is known as Hallstrom Close. When Sir Edward 
bought Figtree House in the 1930s from Twemlow’s daughter, Mrs Jane 
Whitehouse, it was in such a bad state o f  repair that it took him twelve 
months to restore. Without water, electricity or gas and surrounded by 
wild bush and derelict sheds, it was known in Northbridge as the 
‘Haunted House’ . In some rooms weeds were coming up through the 
flooring. One o f the seats in the dining room housed a large nest o f wild 
bees, which delighted Sir Edward as he was experienced in robbing 
hives and caring for bees. He eventually transferred them to a hive in 
the garden.

At first Sir Edward had difficulty in having water and power 
connected to the property. The Electricity Department objected that 
it was too far to bring the power lines from Sailors Bay Road to Fig 
Tree Point for just one customer. The Gas Company, which he next 
approached, would lay pipes only on condition that gas was used for 
all heating, lighting, water supply and cooking. Months later the 
Electricity Department agreed to supply power to the house provided 
Sir Edward paid a large annual subsidy, which he agreed to, knowing 
that as more houses were built in East Northbridge the cost to him 
would decrease. The HaUstroms had to rely solely on tank water for 
six months until the house was finally connected to the mains. Once 
the three services were available, people started to build nearby until 
most o f the blocks from Dorset Road to Clive Park were settled. In 
this way Sir Edward’s initiative hastened the development o f East 
Northbridge.

Among other improvements to the property was a large in-ground 
salt-water swimming pool using water pumped up from the Bay, a



studio near the water’s edge and a separate ballroom which many young 
people in the district used. St Mark’s Church o f England Fellowship 
held dances in the ballroom for over a decade. During the War it was 
used by a number o f charitable organisations such as the Red Cross, 
C.W.A. and the Northbridge Comforts Club. Many garden parties were 
also held in the extensive well-kept grounds to aid worthwhile 
charities.

Sir Edward’s wife, Margaret, encouraged these functions, taking a 
very active part in the Church and being president o f many 
organisations, some o f  them involving the district’s young people. For 
her charitable work she was awarded the Queen’s Coronation Medal. 
Lady Hallstrom was well respected in the district. An entertaining guest 
speaker and widely-travelled, she was also an accomplished artist and an 
exhibiting member o f the Royal Art Society. Her artistic talent was 
inherited by her three daughters, Jean, Grace emd Esme. She died on 
20 May 1968, aged 81, only two years before her husband. Their four 
children installed a plaque in their memory in St Mark’s Church of 
England, Northbridge, where Sir Edward had been a parishioner. The 
considerable Hallstrom collection of paintings was presented to the 
Royal Zoological Society o f New South Wales and the Federal 
Parliamentary Library.

During his residence in Northbridge, Sir Edward also found time to 
be Vice-patron o f the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club and Patron 
o f the Northbridge Bowling Club. He also donated money to the 
Bowling Club as well as to Northbridge churches.

His daughter Jean recalls a happy period o f  her life at Fig Tree Point 
when the Hallstrom children rode their horses all over the streets of 
Northbridge and along Eric Street (now Eastern Valley Way), then an 
unsealed road which led to J. R. Warner’s dairy (q.v.) through which 
one could reach Edinburgh Road. So much o f the area was then bush 
that horses were the best means o f transport. This childhood experience 
may well have led to John, Sir Edward’s only son, becoming an 
explorer in adult life, trekking through parts o f South Africa and the 
New Guinea Highlands where no white man had previously been. John 
was a member o f the Explorers’ Club o f America and was also awarded 
an M.B.E.

JACK McLURE (1914-1966)

‘Jack’ McLure is remembered in Northbridge by a memorial lamp, 
the Jack McLure Lamp, in the Bowhng Club grounds and also by 
Jack McLure Place, o ff Kameruka Road near the Bowling Club. The 
latter is not to be confused with McLure Place in the rebuilt Jindabyne, 
which honours the McLure family for their one hundred years’ 
association with the local post office.



Jack McLure
(Photo by courtesy o f  Mrs Chris McLure)

John James Stanley McLure was born in Jindabyne, N.S.W. on 
20 March 1914 and later attended Goulbum High School. He came to 
Sydney at the age o f seventeen to get a job and do further study in 
order to help his widowed mother and family. He attended Sydney 
Technical College as an evening student and did courses in 
Accountancy, Secretarial Practice and later, Management. His first 
position was in the office o f  Lowes Menswear where he gained several 
promotions before transferring to Australian Fertilizers as Sales 
Manager and then to Percy Boyden Paper Convertors as Managing 
Director. He died suddenly on 4 November 1966 at the young age o f 
fifty-two. He had lived in Northbridge for about twenty-six years and 
is survived by his wife, Chris McLure who still lives there, and two 
sons.

Jack was a very able and highly respected citizen within the 
Municipality and a well-known sporting identity in Northbridge in the 
areas o f cricket, golf, fishing and bowls. He was also a very active 
Mason. At the time o f death, he was in his third year as President o f 
the Northbridge Bowling Club which he had joined as a foundation 
member in 1949. He was an interested and supportive member and a 
keen bowler. He became a committee member and Vice-president 
before being elected President in 1964. He was one o f the team which 
won the State Fours Championship in 1965. Jack was also a member o f 
the Northbridge Golf Club, Hon. Secretary o f the Northbridge Amateur 
Fishing Club, and had been a Past Master o f Lodge Northbridge 
No. 481 and a member o f Princes o f Adeste Fideles Chapter No. 573.

Jack McLure was a hard-worker, a very able and popular man and 
highly respected within the community to which he gave the benefit 
o f his training, experience and leadership qualities. The community 
and business fields were widely represented at his funeral service.



JOHN ROCHE, J.P.

John J. Roche is remembered in Northbridge by the John Roche 
Park, which is adjacent to Northbridge Golf Course, o ff Woonona 
Road.

Before coming to Northbridge, he lived in the Illawarra region where 
his father, James Roche, was Coimcillor and mayor for one o f the 
southern districts. He was thus reared in an atmosphere o f civic service 
which he continued to foster throughout his active life. While in the 
Illawarra region he successfully established several dramatic clubs. He 
came to live in Northbridge in 1940 and was, by profession, an engineer 
with the Maritime Services Board. He became an officer-bearer in his 
Professional Officers’ Association and for many years was their 
representative on the ‘Safety First’ Council o f New South Wales, often 
lecturing on safety measures in industry. He was also a member o f the 
Sydney Technical College Engineering Trades Advisory Committee. 
In 1945 John joined the East Northbridge Progress Association, which 
later amalgamated with the Northbridge Progress Association, served 
a time as president and remained a member until his death in April 
1975. He became a Trustee o f the Killingsworth Park Local Committee, 
a representative to the Combined Progress Associations meetings and 
also represented Northbridge at the inaugural Festival o f Youth, 
sponsored by Willoughby Council. He was a keen member o f the 
Northbridge Bowling Club and the New South Wales Debating Societies 
Union.

The John Roche Park, a playing area for children, was dedicated on 
10 December 1983, a fitting memorial to a man who, throughout his 
busy life, maintained a dedicated interest in youth and youth 
organisations.

WILLIAM (WILL) LAWSON (1876-1957)

Bom in Durham, England, son o f Nicholas Lawson and Emma 
Ridley, Lawson came to Brisbane from New Zealand as a child and was 
educated in Brisbane. He returned'to New Zealand in his teens when 
the family moved back in thV48905 and worked as an insurance clerk. 
In 1905 he married Vera Willis o f Wellington. In 1912 he came to 
Sydney to work for the Evening News and later as a freelance writer 
for magazines and newspapers, including the Bulletin and Smith’s Weekly. 
Between 1903 and 1944 he had five collections o f ballads published, 
including Bill the Whaler (1944). Several novels were published between 
1935 and 1950, including When Cobb & Co was King (1936). He also 
edited an anthology, Ausira/mn B«s/z Son ŝ and RaZ/ads (1944) and wrote 
several historical and descriptive books about Australia and New 
Zealand which were often concerned with sailing, the best-known



< S 5 = =«s>

being Harpoons Away (1938) and Blue Gum Clippers and Whale Ships o f  
Tasmania (1949). Some writing would have been done at 49 Baroona 
Road, Northbridge after he came to live with Bertha Lawson (q.v., no 
relation), widow of Henry Lawson, in 1942 after his wife’s return to 
New Zealand.

Will Lawson was well known in Sydney’s Bohemian circles and was 
friendly with Roderic Quinn, Edward and Will Dyson, Randolph 
Bedford and Livingston Hopkins. He collaborated with his friend 
Bertha Lawson in the writing o f her book, My Henry Lawson (1943). Will 
Lawson died in the Little Sisters o f the Poor home in Randwick soon 
after the death o f Bertha in 1957.

YVONNE KENNY

Australian Yvonne Kenny, opera singer and lyric soprano with an 
enviable internationally renowned reputation at thirty-seven years o f 
age, was bom in Northbridge in 1951 and began her education from 
kindergarten stage at Northbridge Public School. She was endowed with 
a musical voice even though her parents were not noticeably musical. 
As a primary school pupil in the early sixties at Northbridge, she 
played the leading role in Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Gondoliers and de
lighted the audience with her clear, high-quality voice. Today, the 
male student who played opposite her, Robert Brown of North- 
bridge, smiles at the irony o f life because he lost his singing voice in his 
teens! Yvonne continued her education at Willoughby Girls’ High 
School and became dux o f the school; she proceeded to the University 
o f Sydney to graduate in science, majoring in biochemistry, with the 
intention o f becoming a pathologist. She graduated B.Sc. but did not 
pursue employment opportunities knowing by then that she wished to 
make her career in the musical world.

While at university Yvonne took singing lessons “ for fun”  from Myra 
Lambert at the New South Wales State Conservatorium of Music. In 
1972 she became a fuU-time student at ‘the Con.’ and a member o f its 
Opera School, scoring a great success in a Young Opera production of 
Handel’s Xerxes which won her the Metropolitan Opera Committee’s 
Scholarship to study at La Scala Opera School, Milan for one year 
(1973). On completion o f that year she stayed in Europe for some 
months to broaden her experience before going to London in mid-1974 
to audition for a place with the Australian teacher, Eric Vietheer. 
She was successful and also won a scholarship from the Martin 
Foundation which kept her afloat financially. In 1975 Yvonne won the 
much-coveted Kathleen Ferrier Memorial Award, one o f England’s most 
prestigious singing competitions, and went on to win a contract with 
Covent Garden which offered varied and intensive training at an 
appropriate stage in her career. She became a principal singer with
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the Royal Opera and made her British debut in 1976 when requested, 
at three days’ notice, to replace the leading lady (then ill) in Donizetti’s 
little-known opera Rosmonda d ’Inghilterra to be performed in Belfast. 
Yvonne met the challenge and reaped great personal triumph. The 
critic, Stelios Galatopoulas forecast a great operatic career for the 
Australian if she continued to work hard; she was publicly credited 
with rendering the “ best true singing” .

Yvonne paid a return visit to Australia in 1977 to star in the Victoria 
State Opera’s production o f Pelleas and Melisande and has paid further 
periodic visits to her country, playing Pamina in the Australian Opera 
Company’s production o f The Magic Flute in 1984 and 1986 at Sydney 
Opera House and to sing the royal anthem at the opening o f the new 
Parliament House by the Queen on 9 May 1988.

Yvonne Kenny now has an extensive repertoire and can perform, 
with quality and style, a variety o f roles from operas composed by 
various composers. She has sung at concerts and festivals from 
Edinburgh to Chicago and extensively throughout Europe. Brussels, 
which claims to have discovered Dame Nellie Melba, renewed its 
memories o f her singing in October 1987 by staging a bicentenary 
tribute in its Opera House; Yvonne was nominated by the Australian 
Opera Company to sing a repertoire o f Melba’s favourites, which she 
did with great success. She had previously sung in ‘Melba’, a TV series 
made by Australian producer, Rodney Fisher and was later to appear 
in the royal world premier o f ‘Melba’ in London.

Outside performances and rehearsals, Yvonne leads a quiet life in 
London, attending to pot-plants, playing some tennis and squash and 
attending the London Dance Centre conducted by Covent Garden’s 
ballet mistress. The musicality o f her singing, the stylishness o f her 
phrasing and intelligent expressiveness have won her well-deserved 
public acclaim. Since taking the decision to follow a musical career, 
Yvonne has applied herself conscientiously, intelligently and stead
fastly to the achievement o f that goal.

NATHAN WAKS

Internationally famous Australian cellist and composer, Nathan 
Waks, was bom in Northbridge in 1951, o f musical parents, Anna and 
Leo Waks, and has lived most o f his life in Australia. Nathan was a pupil 
o f Northbridge Public School from kindergarten to primary stage. 
Not academically inclined, he left secondary school at fourteen years 
o f age to concentrate on his music studies but did his Leaving 
Certificate (today’s Higher School Certificate) by private study.

Nathan had been introduced to piano playing by his professional 
pianist mother at the age o f four but switched to ceUo studies at seven 
years o f age. When aged eleven he heard the Borodin Quartet in Sydney
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and knew from that experience that he wanted to pursue a musical 
career. His parents were pleased and understanding. He left school and 
attended the New South Wales State Conservatorium o f Music where 
he studied the cello under Lois Simpson. He played in the orchestra 
and attended chamber music classes conducted by Robert Pikler. 
In 1956 and 1966 Nathan was a City o f Sydney Eisteddford winner 
and in 1968 was Commonwealth winner o f the A.B.C.’s Instrumental 
and Vocal Competition. In the ’sixties, the Borodin Quartet arranged a 
full-time scholarship for him to study under Rostropovich at the 
Moscow Conservatoire but due to a sensitive international situation and 
delays in the Australian-Russian cultural exchange programme, he 
studied instead at the Paris Conservatoire under Tortelier. He was a 
member o f the B.B.C. Symphony Orchestra for a period under Pierre 
Boulez, whom he found a source o f inspiration and also worked with 
chamber groups in Salzburg, Lucerne and New York, in 1970, he joined 
a piano trio in the United States.

Late in 1970, Nathan returned to Australia to become Associate 
Principal cellist with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and then 
Principal cellist. To facilitate forming the Fidelio Quartet he accepted 
a similar post with the Elizabethan Trust Sydney Orchestra but resigned 
from the Trust in 1975 to become cellist o f the reconstituted Sydney 
String Quartet, an ensemble that enjoyed a very high reputation during 
Nathan’s dedicated association with it (1975-85). It toured extensively 
overseas as well as in Australia and appeared at the Adelaide Festival 
o f  Arts. It became a vital interest and an important part o f his life. 
He considered music for the string quartet was among the greatest 
ever written and found the form most satisfying. During this period 
members o f the Quartet were lecturers at the Conservatorium.

Since then Nathan has spent two years in Hong Kong at the School 
o f  Performing Arts where he formed an academy trio with himself as 
cellist, John Winter as pianist and a violinist. He then paid a brief return 
visit to Sydney before going to the south o f France where his mother 
has since joined him.

He continues to be creatively very busy, performing, travelling, 
arranging and composing music as well as recording. He is 
a man o f many interests outside the field o f music — soccer, chess, 
photography and antiques. Nathan is acclaimed as one o f Australia’s 
top instrumentalists. It is hoped a suitable career opportunity will 
emerge to entice him back to Australia.

JOHN (JACK) BROPHY RENSHAW (1909-1987)

J. B. Renshaw, Labor Premier o f  New South Wales from April 1964 
to May 1965, lived at ‘Clavering’ (q.v-.), 186 Sailors Bay Road, North- 
bridge for some ten years, from about 1966 to 1976. Many residents



will be able to recall phases o f his very busy political career, if not 
personal reminiscences o f him as a resident o f Northbridge.

Jack was a country boy, the eldest o f  five boys and three girls bom 
to John Ignatius Renshaw, a farmer o f Binnaway, N.S.W. and Ann 
Renshaw nee Reidy. He was bom on 8 August 1909 at Wellington, 
N.S.W. and was educated at Binnaway Central School, Patrician 
Brothers’ School, Orange, and Holy Cross College, Ryde. His father 
died when he was eleven. He started his working life as a farmer, 
assisting in the mnning o f the family dairy property at Hampden Park 
and the milk-mn at Binnaway. Later, together With his brothers, he 
opened a butchery business, a stock and station agency and an oil and 
fuel depot. He was a member o f the Wheat Growers’ Union until 1940. 
From 1937-41 he was a Councillor for Coonabarabran Shire and 
became Shire President in 1939-40. He joined the Labor Party in 1930 
and was a member o f the central executive from 1945-50. He was 
President o f the Gwydir electorate council for some ten years, from 
1939-49, deputy leader o f the Labor Party 1959-64, and leader 
1964-68.

John Renshaw entered politics in May 1941 as Member for 
Castlereagh in the Legislative Assembly o f N.S.W., a seat he held until 
his retirement. He became a very prominent political figure in the 
1950s and 1960s, holding many important portfohos, including Lands, 
Agriculture, Public Works, Local Government and, from 1962 to 1965, 
the newly estabhshed portfolio o f  Industrial Development and 
Decentralisation. He was Deputy Premier from October 1959 to April 
1964 in the Cabinet o f R. J. Heffron and Treasurer from October 1959 
to May 1965 and again in May 1976. He became Premier o f New South 
Wales in April 1964 and remained in office until May 1965. In May 
1976 he became Treasurer in the Wran Government. When he retired as 
State Treasurer in 1980, aged 70, he was appointed Agent-General for 
N.S.W. in London but had to cut short his term in October 1982 for 
health reasons. He returned to Australia amd retired from public life.

Jack Renshaw was a conscientious hard-worker and an able organiser 
but not the most colourful nor the toughest man in cabinet. 
Nevertheless, as a fairly dynamic State Premier, he was anxious to lead 
effectively and to improve the viability o f the various government 
departments. He showed determination to get things working according 
to his ideas and to his standards. It was a very sad and tough period in 
his political career; the pace was hectic, the workload very demanding 
and he had to sustain a severe private tragedy in the death o f his wife, 
whom he had married in 1943.

He bought ‘Clavering’ in 1966 when he remarried and lived there 
until about 1976. He leased the house for several years and then sold it 
in 1984 to the Northbridge-Castlecrag Parish o f the Uniting Church in 
Australia.
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John Brophy Renshaw died 28 July 1987, aged 77 years and was 
given a State funeral on SO^July. The funeral service at St Mary’s, 
North Sydney was conducted by Archbishop Carroll.

KYM STRACEY

Kym is just 21 years o f age and from June 1986 to April 1988 
she was in Japan as a swimming instructor on behalf o f the Food for 
the Hungry, an international Christian organisation which has been in 
operation for over fifteen years. Kym received $A100 per week which 
she says “ wasn’t much to live on, since apples cost $2” . In return for 
her services, the Health Planning Company o f Tokyo donated 
$US2,000 each month to the Food for the Hungry (Japan). Among the 
aims o f the Food for the Hungry are the provision o f food and material 
aid for disaster relief, long-range self-help assistance, small scale 
technologies and educational programmes concerning the needs of 
developing nations.

Kym Stracey



Kym’s parents moved to Frenchs Forest shortly before Kym was 
bom  but continued to maintain close association with Northbridge. 
Kym and her parents, in fact the whole Stracey family, were members 
o f the Northbridge Amateur Swimming Club. Kym holds a Bronze 
Cross from the Royal Life Saving Society o f Australia and was Junior 
Club Champion 1983/84 and Senior Captain 1985/86 o f the 
Northbridge Club. She became a volunteer teacher for the ‘Leam-to- 
Swim’ sessions held hy the Club, under the auspices o f the N.S.W. 
Amateur Swimming Association.

Kym attended Forest High School where she studied Japanese for 
the Higher School Certificate. She corresponded with some penfriends 
in Japan, not knowing how useful these contacts and her interest in 
Japanese would be to her in after-school life. She became a member 
o f the Belrose Community Bible Fellowship where she served as a 
leader in youth camps, was a member o f the Girls’ Club and a Sunday 
School teacher. At a Kedron Youth Camp at Ingleside in 1985 she met 
Broyce Warner, chairman o f Food for the Hungry (Australia) and 
learned o f a vacancy in the Japanese branch for a swimming instructor 
for a two-year term. She applied for the position and left Australia 
for Japan in June 1986. She was to be placed initially with a family 
and to have breakfast, dinner and all transport costs paid.

Kym taught Japanese students how to swim, coached them in the 
finer points o f the various swimming strokes, instructed on Australian 
lifesaving methods and, in any given situation, undertook ‘ friendship 
evangelism’. Group numbers in Japan are phenomenally high compared 
with those in Australia but Kym found this no great problem as the 
general and individual standard o f behaviour was remarkably high. 
Kym was well qualified to do the task and has no doubt proved a 
worthy ambassador for Aus^mlia and for the Northbridge Amateur 
Swimming Club.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR FURTHER READING

ASHTON, Nigel An environmental impact statement as required under 
Section 112 o f the Environment and Assessment 
Act 1979 and the regulations thereunder for the 
rebuilding o f a boatshed and associated works at 
Widgiewa Road, Sailors Bay, Northbridge, N.S.W. 
2063, in the Municipality o f  Willoughby: and known 
as Northbridge Yacht Services. March 1982 amended 
S eptem ber 1 9 8 2 . Prepared by Nigel A shton  in 
association  with William A sh ton . N. A sh ton , 
Greenwich, N.S.W. 1982

BOYD, Alan and others

COMBER, Connie

Environmental study o f  Sailors Bay, prepared by 
Alan Boyd, Ken Butler, Oi Choong, Roger Donnelley, 
Peter Kane. Centre for Environmental and Urban 
Studies, Macquarie University, North Ryde, N.S.W. 
1982
(Macquarie University. Centre for Urban and Environ
mental Studies. Report no. 78/82)

Northbridge study: (final report o f  a three month 
contract to carry out a study on the Northbridge 
Council Ward). Willoughby Municipal Council, 
Chatswood, N.S.W. 1981

OAKLEY, Bobbietje An archaeological survey o f  the Northbridge Golf 
Links. Willoughby Municipal Council, Chatswood, 
N.S.W. 1984

SPEARRITT, Peter Sydney since the twenties. Hale & Ironmonger, 
Sydney 1978

COMPILER’S NOTE

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: Inclusion o f an itemised list o f the sources o f 
information which were consulted on each topic has not been possible within the 
limits o f funding and size o f booklet. A detailed bibliography will be published 
separately by the compiler and will be available in libraries and, on request, from 
the compiler, 8 Second Avenue, Willoughby, 2068.
INDEX: At this stage, a detailed CONTENTS LIST has been provided in lieu 
o f  an INDEX. An INDEX will be issued, jointly, with the BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
ILLUSTRATIONS AND MAPS: Priority has been given to text and maps rather 
than illustrative matter. It was considered advisable to record as much as possible o f 
the information found while the opportunity for publication exists.
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